«MeprnuH, Yy MEHS eCTb Tpocb0a.» - C HEKOTOPOM HEYBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aJsl ['aTT, KOTOPHIN BRITISAET
yCTaJbIM.

«TBI X04elb, YTOOHI S MOITagui KnaH [[yTriaHgoB?»

Koneuno, MepmnuH yxke gorafaics, 4To uMen B Bufy ['aTT. Bosnee Toro, kiaH [yriaHm uMen 60/1blIoe
BJIMsIHUE B TOpProsie. [I0CKOIbKY OHU CMOTJIU CHelaTh Tak MHOrO aJis LlepkBu CBeTa, OHU MOTJIH
0Kas3aTh Takyio xke OeclieHHYI0 noanaepxkKy KoponescTBy Y€pHoii JIyHEL

[ToaTOMy OH KUBHYI U CKa3all:

«41 monpomy Ero BenuuectBo kopons bxyrro XVII Harpaguts 1651 TUTyI0M MapkKu3a KoponescTsa
Yéproii JIyHbl. d cuuTao, YTO C 3TUM TUTYJIOM CTATyC TBOETO KjlaHa OyHOEeT MOCTATOYHO
CcTaOuIbHBIM ! »

laTT O6bUT OUeHb TPOHYT. MapKu3 OBITT Ha OOHY CTYIEeHb BhHIIIE TUTYJa rpada, JapoBaHHOTO eMy
Wwmnepuen Cesatoro Cseta. bonee Toro, ¢ BnusHueM MepiyHa, KOHEYHO, HUKTO HEe OCMEJIUTCS
BCIIOMHUTH IIPOIIJIOE KilaHa [lyrinaHgos.

B KoHI1e KOHIIOB, ['aTT OBIT HOCTATOYHO CMEKAIUCTHIM, ¥ OH y2Ke HOoTafaJiCcs 1o CJI0BaM U HeHCTBUSIM
opyrux 3akIuHaTeNel, o MacmTabaxX JOCTUKEHUM CBOET0 CTaporo XOPoIIero Apyra MepiuHa.

«Cnacubo, MepnuH. EDUHCTBEHHOE, YTO ¥ MEHS 0CTaJIOCh, - 9TO 61aromnoiyuyre MOUX TOTOMKOB. B
TBOUX CJIOBaX 51 yBepeH. OnHaKo g JyMalo, Tebe CTOUT HaBECTUTh CTAPOTOo Apyra.»

«Craporo gpyra? Tel UMeelllb B BUAY DHCOHA?»

MepnuH BCIIOMHUIT PHI2KEBOJIOCOTO FOHOIIY.

'aTT mokayas rojaoBoO.

«9HCOH MEPTB, YOUT CBOUM CTapIuM 6paToM 3a TUTYIL...»

OueBunHo, ['aTT He X0Ten 00 3TOM IrOBOPUTEL. [Tocie cMepTH DHCOHA ero CeEMbsT TakKxKe Oblla
VHUYTOXKEHA. BUgeTs cMepTh XOPOIIIETO APYTra, ECTECTBEHHO, OBIJIO Y2KACHBIM ITOTPSICEHUEM [IJIS
l'aTTa.

MepnuH ke BHTIISAeN 0e3MITeKHBIM. Y 00BIYHBIX JTI0HeH OBIJI0 BCEI0 HECKOIBKO OecaTuneTui. Ecnu
OBl OH He BepHYJICS B BiakyoTep ceidac, a cMor Ovl cieaTh 3TO JIMIIb CITYCTS HECKOJIBKO JIeT,
BO3MOZKHO, BCe JTIOIH, KOTOPHIX OH 3HAJI, yKe OBIIN OBl MEPTBHL.

«He 9HCOHa, a negu Kapuc! { He 3Ha10, YTO IPOU3OLIIO MEXKAY BaMU OBYMS, HO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK ThI
yexan u3 biakyotep-CuTH, OHA Tak U He BHIIIIA 3aMyXK. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa yHac/eqoBasla KjlaH
Mboauau. XoTs OHa HUKOTHA He yIoMHuHasa Te0s, KaXAbi pa3, Koraa s BCIIOMUHAJ HEeYTO CBSI3aHHOE C
TOOOH, €€ ria3a SpKo 0JIeCTeNH ...»

Cnymas pacckas 'atta, MepiuH Hadasl BCIIOMUHATH CBOE ob1ieHue ¢ meau Kapuc. XoTst oH
BCTpeYasiCsa C Hell BCero HeCKOIbKO pa3, OHa Chirpajia KJII04YeBYIO POJib B XKU3HU Mepnuaa. UMeHHO
OHa IMo3HaKoMuIa ero co CTapukoM OTTOU.

B nmpoTuBHOM ciiy4ae MepiuH BO3MOXKHO HUKOTHA OBl He CTaj Ha IMyTh 3aKIHHATEI.

OpHaKO OH He 0XKH[aJ, YTO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOT0 OH IIOYTH He TIOMHUJI, JOJIT0e BPEMS XKIajl ero
BO3BPAIIEHHUS.



«['me oHA?» - cIipocuil MepnuH MOCye JONTOoH Iay3Hl.

«B 3amke Mannu B Bnakyorep-Cutu. OHa Taxkeno 6onbHa. 5olock, 0HA He IPOXKUBET O0JIbIIIe
HECKOJIbKUX JHeH ...»

T'aTT X0Ten OBIIO YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 0CcTaHOBUJICSA. OH TaK HUYET0 He CKa3all, a TPOCTO TAXKEIOo
B3[IOXHYL.

3a npenenaMu 3aMKa MajeHbKas JHOU BeCeJlo Urpajia C TPEXTIaBhIM IPaKOHOM KaK C «OTPOMHBIM
[OMAaITHUM XKUBOTHEIM». OXpaHHUKHY C y2KacoM B I'7la3ax HaOnofany 3a feBoukou. OHU He
OCMeNIUBaIUCh MPUONU3UTLCA K TPEXTTIABOMY [IPAKOHY, IO3TOMY HUYETO He MOTJIM IOfeNaTh.

TatT OBITT CTAp, a KHU3Hb JHIH eI1é He Havanach. ITO ObIT XKM3HEHHKIHN ITUKIT OOBIYHBIX JIIOMEH ...

['my00oKO# HOYBIO Y CTAPUHHOTO 3aMKa IOSIBUJICS He3BaHbIHM roCTh. B cBoel 4€pHOUM MaHTUM MepiuH
TIOJIHOCTBIO PACTBOPHUJICS B HOUM. He IOOHSB TPeBOTrH, OH OeCUIyMHO ImpujaeTen B 3aMOK MaH[IHU.

Ero Cumna PasyMa IIPOHECIIACh I10 3aMKY U CPa3y OThICKAJIda KOMHATY JIeonu KapHc.

W3 KoMHAaTHI pa3fgaicda IMPUCTYII Kallljisd. CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I GBICTPO 3aHAINCEh OeJIOM, IO-BUAUMOMY, 3a00TsCh
0 Hel, II0Ka OHa He 3dCHYIJIa, 3aTeéM OHHU IIOKWHYJIX KOMHATY.

HuKkTO He 3aMeTuII, YTO ABepb OeCUIyMHO paclaxHynack. Jlemu Kapuc, KoTopast TONBKO 4TO 3aCHYIa,
He TIOAHsIIa TooBbl. OHA CKa3aja XPUIIIIBIM TOJT0COM:

«BbeTTH, pa3Be g He ToBopuia Tebe OTOLIXaTh? MHe He HYKHO, UTOOBI ThI TPUCMATPUBAJT 32 MHOH, 5 B
TIOPSIOKE ...»

Eé nuuo 65110 671egHEIM, a Geible BOJIOCH CBOOOMIHO PACCHIIANKCh 10 meyaM. M3-3a 601e3Hu OHa
BBITJIsIIeIa 0COOEHHO XPYIIKOM. OTO OB CTaphIi YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIH Jiexkall Ha CMEPTHOM Ofipe.

BhIK[1aB MTHOBEHUE, el T0Ka3aJioCh, YTO He TOCIeI0Bai0 HUKAKOT0 IBUKEHHUS, T09TOMY OHa
HaXMYPHJIaCh U TIOBEPHYJIACh, OTKPHIB I'Ta3a. B 3TOT MOMEHT e€ pa3yM oTkiouuics. Ee pot Obin
IIXPOKO OTKPHIT, HO CJIOBA HE BBUIETAJIH.

9TOT 4YesIoBeK, YBUMETh KOTOPOI'0 OHa MeyTasia MHOro pa3. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH nokasascs ei CHOM.
«Kapwuc!»

OpmHako, B OT/IMYKE OT €€ MPeIbIIyLUIUX CHOB, 3TOT YeJI0BEK 3aroBopuia. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO €ro
roJioc ObIT MOBOJILHO XOJIOAHKIM, Jiemu Kapuc Oblna SBHO B3BOJIHOBAHA.

«TeL... Tel Mepnuu?»
OHa HakoHel [T0HSAJA, YTO 3TO He COH. EMUHCTBEHHOE, OT Bufa MepirHa 0Ha HEMHOI'O pacTepsasacs.
«41 Bepuyncs. Haxopsce y ['aTTa g ycmeiman o Tebe ...»

910 BCE, uTO cKazan MepnuH. OH yyBcTBOBaJ, 4To Kapuc oka3anach B y2KacHOM I0JI0KeHUH. Eé
JKU3HEHHas CHUla UCTOIIMUIIach TaK CHJIbHO, YTO OHA yXKe HoJizkHa Oblia ObITh MepTBa. Kasanoch, 4To



OHa BBRIXKMBaJla Ha YHUCTOH CHJIE BOJIH.

Kapuc npoposnkana cMOTpeTh Ha MeprnvHa. [IpuniuB cuibl, Ka3aioch, XIBHYI B €€ TeJI0 ¥ IIOMOT el
CecTh Ha KpoBaTu. MepIuH HEXHO offepkai e€. Yepe3 MrHOBEHNE OHA YIIBIOHYIaCh.

«4l yXe Torfa 3Hasa, 4To, CTaB YUYEHUKOM MUCTepa ITTH, TH Oymelrb HeoOBYHEIM. MucTtep 9TTa 65l
3aKJMHaTeNleM, U U3-3a Hero THl TaKxXKe CTajl 3aKJIMHATeJIeM, BEpHO?»

MepnuH KUBHYII ¥ CKa3al:

«BepHo, 6e3 Yuutens ITH 5 OB He cTasl 3aKnuHaTeneM. Bo3aM0OKHO, MOS JKM3Hb 3aKOHYMIACh OB
CTOJIb XK€ CTPeMHUTENbHO, KaK ¥ Balra ¢ [aTToM.»

«HeT HMYETo IJI0X0TO B TOM, YTOOBI TIIPOKUTEL KOPOTKYIO XKU3Hb. Il MeHS BO3MOXHOCTH YBUOETH
TeOsI B CaMOM KOHIIe YZ&Ke JOCTaTOYHO. Y I'aTTa TOXKe Oblna Xopomuias XKMU3Hb...»

Kapuc monro 6ontana ¢ MepiauHOM, U Ka3aJioch, et Obl10 4TO eMy CKa3aTb. OHM paccKa3aiu ApYT
IPYTY O MHOTMX WHTEPECHBIX BEIlax, KOTOPHIE ITPOU30IIIK 3 3TH TO/HL.

Brina roy6okas Houb. Ha nuie Kapuc nossunack Munas yiaeiOka. E€ mrixanue crano cinabee, Korga
OHa MPOTSHYJa UCCOXIIYIO PYKY U HeXXHO 00HsIa MepnuHa. E€ KoxXa yXe He OblJla TaKOM HEXHOM,
KaK B MOJIOOCTH.

XoIogHbIHA BETEPOK MOAYJI U3 OKHA U B3bEPOIIHUII BOJIOCH MepiuHa. OH He YyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOMa, HO B
ero ceppue ObIII0 HEBHIPA3UMOE YyBCTBO.

Pyka Kapuc onycrtumnace. B e€ Tene 6omblie He OBITIO XKU3HEHHOM CUJIEL. Bcero MrHOBeHME Ha3a[ OHa
fecco3HaTeIbHO CKOHYaach. TeM He MeHee, IIPSIMO Iepel CMEPTHIO OHA BBITJISIeNIa COBEPIIEHHO
CYaCTJINBOMH.

[TpomOKUTETbHOCTD XKU3HKU OOBIYHEIX JTIofel Oblsla KOpoTKOoM. OHU Cropasii, Kak CBe4u - BCeTo 3a
HECKOJIBKO JIeCATUNEeTHH. BO3M0OXKHO, OHAXKIEI €T0 OTel] M Xapu3a ToXKe YMPYT C yNIbIOKO# Ha TuIax.

B aTOoT MOMEHT cepatie MepirHa HAMOIHUIOCH OOMHOYECTBOM. DTO OBII TUI OMUHOYECTBA, KOTOPHIN
MOT HCIIEITATh TOJIBKO 3aKJIMHATENIb, ¥ OHO pa3bemasio ero cepaie. IlepBoHavyanbHOE TPEIeTHOe
BOJIHEHUE TI0 ITOBOAY BO3BpallleHus B biaakyoTep-CHUTH MMOTHOCTHIO UCYE3TI0. BCE, UTO OCTAJIOCH, - 3TO
HEOIKMCyeMoe YyBCTBO OAMHOUYECTBa. Ka3anock, 94To B 3TOM Mupe 60Jbllle HET HUYET0, YTO eMy OBIIO0
OBl mOpOTO.

Brnakyorep-Cutu GBI TEM MECTOM, Te OH Hayall CBOM ITyTh. BO3M0OXKHO, 9TO MECTO, TaKXKe
O3HAMEHYEeT KOHEI] er0 IPUYaCTHOCTH K 3TOMY MUDY!

MepnuH 0CTOPOKHO HAKPHII K9pHC oesizioM ¥ MOKUHY 3aMOK M3HIM TaK XKe THXO0, KaK ¥ MPUIIE].
HuKTO He 3HaJ, YTO OH KOrfa-mu6o Obl TaM. 3a mpefeaMu 3aMKa [IyJT CUIIbHBEIN BeTep. Crabblil CBET
CBeYel BHYTPU 3aMKa 0TOPACHIBAJI TEHU JE€PEBLEB CHAPYXKHU.

BeTepoxk nopaysn K 60JIbIIOMY fepeBy. MepiuH 1€ ONUH 110 TEMHOM Jopore 3a IpefeflaMy 3aMKa.
Crna0blif CBET CBeYM IOCTETIEHHO MTepecTall OCBEIIaTh HOPOTy, U Mep/IuH Ucye3 BO ThMe.

Bue3amnHo oH ocTtaHoBHUICS. CIIOKOMHEIM TOHOM OH CKa3aJl:
«Pa3 BBl 30€Ch, 3a4eM MPSITAThCsA? BrixoguTe!»

B TemHOM, TUXOM HOYU roj0C MepiuHa pa3HOCUIICS BETPOM I10 OKPYTeE...
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