B Kopumgope OBIJIO TaK TEMHO, YTO rnepen HUMHW HUYETO He OBIIIO BHIOHO, HO OHM YyBCTBOBAJI¥, KaK
TyJldeT X0JIOOHOIO CKBO3HAIK.

[Tepen MepnuHOM BCIBIXHYIIO IIaMsi. OH BEITYCTU 3aKIHHAHKE, YTOOBI OCBETHTH BECh ITPOXO].
Cpasy cTajo BUIHO, YTO IMPOXO0[, B KOTOPOM OH HAaXOOUJICs, OBITT He 0YeHb OOJbIINM. B nydiiem
CIy4dae B HEM Morju OB Pa3MUHYTHCS TOJIBKO [Ba YesjoBeKa. Ha HepOBHOM MTOBEPXHOCTH KaMEHHBIX
cTeH OBUIM KaKHe-TO CTPAHHEIE Y30phl. Mep/IuH HEeXKHO IOTIaguIT UX PYKOH.

«JTU KaMeHHbIe Y30PHl OUeHb OPEeBHUE...»

MepnuH MOYTH YYBCTBOBAJI X0 BpeMEHHU II0f] CBOMMH IaJIbI[aMK. DTOT IIePeXofl OIPeneIeHHO OB
TIOCTPOEH He B ITOC/IeqHNE HEeCKOJIbKO NeCSITUIeTHH, a OUeHb faBHO. MoxeT ObITh, O0JIbIIE, YEM
HECKOJIbKO TBICSTY JIET Ha3ajl. OTO MOT OBITh MEPEeXKUTOK drmoxu MUmmepuu Mornra.

«Bomnme6HuK MepnuH, MBI OBIBAIN 30€Ch MHOTO Pa3, HO 9TO MECTO BCETHa OCTAETCS TAWHCTBEHHEBIM. »
- mpourenTtan Bonme6Huk Tamo, risas Ha pe3Hble KaMeHHbBIE Y30PHL.

MepnuH IPOAOJIKUI UATH II0 KOPUAOPY X BCKOPe yBUpen mnpobieck cBeta. Korma Mepnun
coOuparscs BHUTH U3 Kopuaopa, Bonie6HuK TaMo IIOCTIEITHO 3arOBOPUII IT03agH HETO.

«Bomnuie6HUK MepirH, XOTS Balll CIIOCOOHOCTH BhIAatomecs, B O3My oueHb MHOTO Benukux
Bomnme6uukoB. Knelic Bcerma Obl1 BHICOKOMEPHBIM, TI03TOMY OH B3sJI C COO0M UL HEOOJIBIIOoE
Konmu4ecTBO Benukux BonmeOHUKOB 1St PUHANBHOM OUTBEI C CEBEPHBIM MUPOM 3aKJIMHATENIEH.
BonbIIMHCTBO U3 HUX BCe ellle HaxoOsaTcs B mtab-kBapTupe O3my. boiock, 4TO, ecnu BH BOT Tak
IIPOCTO BOMMETE CI0JIa, 9TO MOXKET OBITh OIIACHO.»

«Omnacuo?»

['yOrl MepnuHa CKpUBUIIUCH B ybiOKe. BonmeOHUK TaMo BCE elle He MOHMMAJI, YTO HUKaKue
Benukue BomnieOGHUKY C HRIHEITHUMU CITIOCOOHOCTSIMHU MepinHa He MPEACTaBsAOT OJIsT HETO YTPO3HI.

[ToaTomy, Mep/iuH He IPUCITyLIAJICS K «COBETY» BommeOHrKa TaMo 1 BBIIIET U3 KOPUAOPA.

ApKuii OCnenuTeNbHBIN CBET 3a/IMBall 3peHre MepirHa cpa3y IOoCe BhX0[a U3 TEMHOTHL. TeM He
MeHee, OH ObICTPO afalTUPOBAJICA K IPKOCTH U Hadas UCCIIe0BaTh CBOE OKPyXKeHUe.

9T0 OB OTPOMHBIM TOI3eMHEIN OBOPel. OH OB BEIUKOJIEIIEH U CBEPKall 30710TOM. OrPOMHBIMU
OparoleHHBIMU KaMHSIMU OBIIM MHKPYCTHPOBAHEI IIOYTH BCE TIOBEPXHOCTHU 3TOT'0 MECTa. JTH
AparoleHHble KAMHU CYUTAINCh HECYILIECTBEHHBIMY A7 3aKIMHATeJIel, HO 97IeMEHTHl BHYTPU 3TOT0
IIOI3€MHOT0 IBOpIIa OBIIN YPe3MePHO CKOHIIEHTPHPOBaHbl. PaKTHUECKH, OHU OBy 0ojiee
CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAHEI, YeM B J1I000M IpyroM MecTe B CraBHOU 3eMIe.

MepnuH 4yBCTBOBAJ TaKyl0 KOHI[EHTPALUIO 3JIEMEHTOB TOJILKO B HEKOTOPHIX U3MEPEHUSIX 30HHBI
[TycToTRI, KOTOPBEIE Ccofepakany G0bIlIe CKOIJIEHUS 3JIeMeHTaIbHBIX KPUCTAIIOB. Ka3anock
HEBEPOSITHO, YTO TaKOe MECTO CyIecTBoBasio B CraBHOM 3eMJie, TIe PeCYPCHl CTaHOBUIUCH BCE Ooriee
CKYIHBIMU.

OpHaKo mocne THAaTeIbHBIX ITIOMCKOB € TOMOIbI0 Cusbl Pasyma MepnuH mOHS, YTO IIOT STUM
MeCTOM HeT 3anexen. [IpuunHa TaKoil KOHI[EHTPAIlMU 3JIEMEHTOB 3aK/li0o4anach B TOM, YTO BECh
TIOJI3eMHBIN OBOPEI] ObIJT TOCTPOEH U3 371eMEeHTAIbHBIX KPUCTAITNYeCKUX KaMHed. OT IINTKY Ha
3emiie 0o GecTsIux cTeH. Takoe 3KCTpaBaraHTHOE IOBefeHue ObII0O COBEPIIEHHO HEMBICIIHMO B
CnaBHoH 3eMrie.



«JTO KTO?»

TonbKO B 3TOT MOMEHT HEKOTOpEIe U3 3aK/IMHaTeel 03eMHOT0 IBOPIla 00HapYKUIIK YyxkKaka. Bce
9TH NIOaK 00agany CTONh MOIIHEIMU KONIe0aHUSIMU CTUXUM, YTO OHU [OIKHBI OBITh KaK MUHUMYM
Benukumu BosieOHUKaMu.

OHu OBITH OIIEeIOMJIEHEI, KOT/Ia TOHSJIH, YTO MepiuH He OblT 3aknuHaTeneM u3 O3my. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, B O3My HUKOTla PaHbllle He TPOHUKAIK 3aKJIMHATENH U3 BHE.

Hesupumas Cuna Pasyma okyTasa Bcex Benukux Bonme6OHUKOB B IOJ3€MHOM OBOPIIE, KOTIa
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX COOMPAKCH BEITYCTUTD 3aKITMHAHUS.

«lammonuHaus! »
Tuxo 3aperyan MepnuH.

Bce Benukue Bomme6HUKY TPOBATUINCH B UIITIO3UI0, UX JIUIIA CTAJIM IIYCTEIMU U OTCTPAHEHHBIMHU.
Cyns mo ToMy, HaCKOJIbKO MOIITHEIM OBITIO TaJUTIOLMHUPYIOIIee 3aKInHaHue MepiuHa, 3Tu Bennkue
Bonme6HMKY HUKOTA He IPUAYT B ce0s1, ecnu MepiivH He pa3BeeT ero.

Kaszarnocs, MepHI/IH BOIIET B COBEPIIEHHO 0e30aHoEe MECTO, IIPpOABUT AsICh FHYG}KG BO OBOpeEI.

HecMmoTps Ha UX HaCTOPOXKEHHOCTH, BonmebHuk Tamo 1 BonmeO6HuK 2Kunb, He 0TCTaBas LU 3a
MepnuaoM. Kak TOIbKO OHU BOILUIM B IIOO3€MHBIN ABOPEL, OHU OBUIM OIIEeI0MJIEHE, 00HAPYKUB, UTO
MepnuH, Ka3anock, 6eCIPensiTCTBEHHO UNET BIEPEN, a V¥ Bcex Benukux Bomme6HUKOB BOKPYT HUX
ObLJI0 TTyCTOE BhIpaXkKeHWe Ha nuiax. C OQHOTO B3rJIsiga OHU MOTJIM CKa3aTh, YTO 9TU Bemnukue
Bonme6HMKY OBLIM TOMMaHBL B JIOBYLIKY UJITIO3UH.

«Bce B noByuke umnio3uu. Bee no mocnennero! Cuma O3My mokHa OBITH OOJIBINE, YEM Y CEMU
OCHOBHBIX OpraHU3allui 3aK/INHATEeNIel CeBePHOro MUpa maxe 0e3 Kneiica!»

Ecnu Obl OHU He YBUAEIU 3TO COOCTBEHHBIMU I'a3amu, Bonme6Huk Tamo u Bonme6HuK Kumb He
TOBePUIH OBI, YTO Mep/uH CMOT IOMMaTh TaK MHOT'0 Benukux BonieOHUKOB B UIIIIO3HI0 BCETO JTUIITh
OJHKM B3MaXOM PYKH. OTO MOTPSICIIO X HaxKe CUIbHee, 4eM ero nmobena Hapg Kneticom!

«Bomnuie6uuk TaMo, KTo U3 HUX Jofied nBa Benukux [IpeBHUX Bone6HrKa O3My?» - CIPOCHIT
MepnuH, 6pocast B3rsan Ha Benukux BonieOHUKOB B ITIOA3€MHOM [IBOPIIE.

Bonme6HrK TaMo IOCIIENTHO orismesncs. BripaxkeHue ero nuila K3MeHUIIOCh, KOTHa OH ITPOIIeTITall:
«Bomnuie6HuK MepnuH, ux 3mech HeT. OHM OMXKHBI HAXOJUTHCS BO BHYTPEeHHEN KaMepe.»
«BHYTpeHHsSd KaMepa?»

MepnuH NOCMOTpEN Ha OTPOMHEIN OCJIENIUTEIIBHEIN 30JI0TOU ABOpell. ['ne xXe HaXoOouTcs 3Ta
BHYTPEHHAI Kamepa?

Bomnme6urk TaMo BRICTYIIHII BIEPED U CKa3al:

«Bomme6HuK MepnuH, BO3MOXKHO, BH HEe 3HA€Te, HO 3TOT IOA3EMHBIN OBOPEL OYeHb C/TokeH. Ha
caMoM [iefie, s TION03PeBaio, YTO OH OB IIOCTPOEH 3a JOJNT0 40 MosiBieHus: O3My. ITO TOJIBKO
BHEIIHS KaMepa. Benukue BomnmeOHUKY 00BIYHO UMEIOT HOCTYII BO OBOPEI] 10 3TOM BHEITHEN
KOMHaTHL. Bo BHYTPEHHIOI0 KaMepy MOTYT BOMTH TOJIbKO fiBa Benukux [IpeBHux BosmebHuka 1
Kreiic.



Cnenys ykasaHwuto nanblia BonmeOHrka TaMo, MepiiuH TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY IlepefHer 4acTu
TJIaBHOTO 3aJa. TaM OBIJI0 YCTAaHOBJIEHO 04YeHb 00JIbIIOe 3epKasio. [lefCTBUTENTEHO, OUEeHb
IIPUYYOJIUBEIM aKceccyap.

Ho yTo 051110 e111€ 60Jiee CTPaHHEIM, TaK 3TO TO, YTO 3€pKaJjio He ITOKa3hIBajl0 HUKAKOT'0 OTPaXKeHuUS.
Ero noBepxHOCTH OblJIa TYCTO IOKPHEITA PYHAMK. MepJIUH MOT OIIYTUTDb CJI0KHOCTh 3TUX PYH, Jaxe C
TAKOTO PaCcCTOSHUS.

«Kak MHe BOUTH?»
MepnuH HaXMypUJICS, TIOCUUTAB 3TOT PyHudyeckuut Marudeckuii Kpyr o4eHb CJI0KHBIM.
Bomnme6uuk Tamo 6eCrIoMOIIHO ITOKava TOJI0BOH.

«9T0 caMoe cekpeTHOe MecTo B O3My. HUKTO, KpoMe TOPCTKHU JTI0fel, He MOXKEeT Ty[a BOUTH.
[TonsATHS He UMel0, KaK 3TO MOXKHO CHeaTh.

MepHI/IH IIOIIBITAJICSA HCIIOJIB30BATh KOJIBIIO, HO OTKJIMKA HE€ II0CJIENO0BAJIO.

«Bomnure6HuK MeprnuH, moyeMy Obl HaM He TTO0XKAaTh HEMHOT0. MoxeT ObITh, Benukuii Bonme6HUK
CaBapoH u Benukuii Bonure6HuK TepruaH CKOPO BHIMAYT.»

«[Topoxpats?» Mepnus ycMexnyncs. «He HyxkHo. Ecniu MBI He CMOXKeM IIPOCKOJIB3HYTh
He3aMe4YeHHBIMHU, TO IIPOCTO BOUAEM CUIION!»

MepHI/IH IIPUCTAJIBHO ITOCMOTPEII Ha CBEPKaloIllee 3epKalio. 3aTeM OH Me[IJIEHHO IOJIOIIEN K HEeMy.

MepnuH DPOTSHYJ PYKY 4 31100HO MaxHYyJ e10. KpucTaisl 1baa cpa3y ke COIIINCH BMECTE,
oOpa3oBaB OOJIBIIYIO JTaJOHb, @ BOKPYT Hee OBl Cyiok 0esoro miaMeHH.

Cocy1ecTBoBaHUeE bfia U OTHS OBIIIO BO3MOXKHO TOJIBKO AJIS TeX, KTo 00benuHun Bonmebusie Ceparia
3THUX [IBYX CTUXUM.

Bonplrag pyka pe3Ko ymapuiia o CUsoleMy 3epKay. ['yCcTble pyHBI Hadasy SPKO BCIIBIXUBAThH B
TIOTIBITKE 3a07I0KMPOBATh aTaky MepiuHa.

YnuBuTENBHO, HO 3a0JI0KAPOBATh BCE K€ YAasIoCh, IpaBAa HeHaHoJro.
TpemuHa!

[Tnams MepiyHa MOIIIHO IOPEJIO ¥ IOJTHOCTBIO IOTJIOTHIIO 00JIbIIIOe 3epKajio. TanHCTBEHHEBIE
MOTYIIleCTBEHHBIE PYHHEI HE BhIlepKaii aTaky U pa3bumnuch. CBUpenas cujia gaxe obpa3oBania
TPEIIXHE, [I0X0XKKe Ha ITayTUHY, [10 BCEX TOBEPXHOCTU 3epKara.

«Pa30uTn!»

Capkactuyeckas ynbeiOKa IMOsBUIAch Ha rybax MepinuHa, KOTHa OH YBUEN TPEIIuHb, 00pa3yolnuecs
Ha 3epkase. OH IPOTSHYI Hajell ¥ 0CTOPOXKHO yKa3al. B 9TOT MOMeHT GOJbIIOe 3ePKaio
paseTenoch BopebesrH.

[Tocne Toro, Kak 60mbIoe 3epKaio ObIJIO Pa3bKUTO, BEIpaXKeHue Nulla MepirHa pPe3K0o U3MEHUIIOCH,
KOT'7Ia OH YCTaBUJICS Ha TEMHBIN ITPOXON 3a 3epkanmoM. OTTyma UCXOOuIia 3HaKoMas aypa.

«9JTa aypa...»



MepnuH OBINT TaK YOUBIIEH, UTO He o0Opalllajl BHUMaHUS Ha BCE OCTalIbHOE U OPOCUJICS IIPSIMO B
IIPOXO[I, BEOYIIH BO BHYTPEHHIOIO KaMepy.
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