«He OBITIO OTTACHOCTH?»

MepnuH He Bepun B 3T0. MUHYTy Ha3aZ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHEIM BCIJIECK OIaCHOCTU. Eciu OBl OH
He BOCIIOJIb30BaJICS BO3MOXKHOCTBIO COexXaTh, MOIJIO IPOU30UTH YTO-TO HEIIPeNCKa3yeMoe.

STOT BCILJIECK OITaCHOCTH HACTYIUJI OUeHb BHe3alHOo, 063 HaMéKa Ha IIpequyBCTBHEe. MepauH
HeMurarle ycTaBuics Ha Temna [TpapoguTeneii Ha 1ojie OUTBE, HO OH He 00HAPYXKUI HUYETo
HEOOBIYHOTO.

TeMm He MeHee, KoMOrMHaUUs Jlaxa 1 MepnuHa cyMesia HAaHECTH HEOXKUIAHHYIO aTaKy Ha OOHO U3 HUX.
Brnarogaps aTomy moru6y10 0K0JI0 q0XKUHE KaMeHHBIX CyIecTB ypoBHS [Ipegka, Tak 4To 3TO OBIIO
OTPOMHOM ToTepei a1 KaMeHHOTo IyIeMeHHu U KpaliHe PagoCTHLIM COOBITHEM IS 3aK/IMHATE IeH.

«Mepnun!»

[TpapomuTens XaHpa IPUINYPHUIICS, HAIOJIHUBIIKUCH 3710001, HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO 0fmHO Teso
[TpapoxuTens ObIT0 MOOEXKAEHO, OH PACCYUTHIBAJ Ha MONOOHBIN ucxon. OH 3Has, 4To BonmebHuK
CeTox BK/IIOUUT MepiirHa B HEKOTOphle aTaku. OOHAKO OH He 0XKUfall, uTo OymeT UCI0Ib30BaHa
TakKas XUTpas TaKTuKa. MepnuH cpa3y ke cOexaJl Iocie HaHeCeHUsI eAUHCTBEHHOTO yaapa, II03TOMY
He OBIJI0 HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTHA OJIs1 €eTO0 YHUYTOXEHNA.

«3t0 nnoxo. Ecnu Tak OymeT npoposkaThcs, aTaka HeBugumoro Kamus OymeT 3aBUCETh OT yaauu!»

[TpapopuTens XaHpa CKpexkeTasn 3y0aMu B IIPUCTYIle HeHaBUCTU. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KaK CUJIBHO
OH XOTeJl BRICTIeOuTh MepinHa, 13-3a TaKTUKKU BonmebHrka CeToxa OH HE CMOXKET OTCJIEIUTh eT0
MECTOHAXO0XKIEHHE.

«HeBugumeiii KaMeHb, TH DOIKEH CcHOelaTh HECKOJIBKO KPYIIHBIX aTak, YTOOb! IPUBJIeYb BHUMaHNe
nareps 3aknuHaTenei. OMHAKO He ToKa3biBau cebs. 4 yBepeH, uTo MepnuH OyeT CTPEMUTHCS K
YHUUYTOXKEHUIO CTOJNb HeymoOHoro Tena ITpaponutens. Korpma BpeMsi mpupeT, 3To 6yaeT TBOM LIAHC.
HukTo He cMoXeT ero crnactu!»

I'omoc [Ipapogutesns XaHphl 3By4ai B yxe HeBupumoro KamHs, KOTOPBIM IPATACA B OGHOM U3 Ten
[Ipapomutensd. [Tocne cmepTu groxuHb KameHHbIX CyiecTB ypoBHS IIpenka cepate I1papoputens
XaHpHI, 0Y4EBUIHO, OBIIO IIEPEIIONIHEHO SIPOCThi0. TeM He MeHee, OHU He MOTJIM HUYero MpealpruHsITh
nIpsaMo ceiyac. be3 BeiIMaHuBaHUS MepivHa U3 YKPHITUS OHU HE CMOTYT BHIUTPATh BOWHY.

IIpssmo cenvac, IlpapoguTtens XaHpa MOT TOJIBKO KOAaTh!

«Y ...»

MepnuH B3H0oXHYI ¢ 06meryenueM. OH OTKPBI I'J1a3a ¥ IOCMOTpen Ha Jlerennay Jlaxa, CTOSIIEro
psnmoM ¢ HEM. CoCpenoToYuB BHUMaHKe Ha I10ojie OUTBE, OH THXO CIIPOCHII:

«Bomnmebnuk Jlax, Kak 0OCTOLAT OeJjia Ha ojie OUTBEI?»
«Bommebunuk MepnuH, Bama Cuna Pasyma BoccTaHOBIEHA?»

[TocnepHue naTh gHeu JlereHaa Jlax HaxoOuIICs Ha cTpaxe psagoM ¢ MepiauHoM. EcTecTBeHHO, OH
3HaJI, 4TO0 MepnuH BoccTaHaBnuBaeT Cuny Pasyma.



MepnuH KUBHYIIL.
«OHa BOCCTaHOBUJIACh BOCTATOYHO. CUTyauus Ha nojie 00 He BEIIVIAAUT MHOTOoOeIIatomen! »
Bomnme6Huuk Jlax KUBHYJ ¥ OTBETHII:

«JlelCTBUTENIBHO, He 0UeHb MHOToo0OeIalomle. B Teyenne nociaequux NIt gHel KaMeHHoe mieMs
COBCEM He OTCTyIasio. BMecTo 3Toro oHY MpooIKany MpuxuMaThcs Onuxe. [laxke HECMOTPS Ha To,
yTo MBI noOegumnu Terno [IpapoguTens, 9TO He MOK0Ie0ao uxX yBepeHHOCTh. [IoCMOTpHUTE Ha 3TO
Teno IIpapopuTens. OHO OYeHb MOIITHOE U MTOCIIelOBATEIbHO YOUIO0 TPEX JIereHnapHBIX
Bomnme6uukoB!»

MepnuH mpocaegun 3a B3rnasmoM Bommeonuka Jlaxa u yBugen moiHoe Teno ITpapomuTtens.
HcnycTuB rHEBHBINM PEB, OHO HAHECIIO oYepenHo yaap. CTpallHeli yoap mnocian 3akIuHaTeNled B
IIOJIET.

Taxxe HEKOTOPEIM BenmukuM 3acnyxkeHHBIM JlereHgam ObIJI0 TPYOHO MPOTUBOCTOSITh €T0 aTaKaM.

«OHO meiCTBUTENIBHO CUIbHOE, HO COCTOUT U3 OYeHb IIPOCTHIX KaMeHHHIX CYIecTB YPoBHS [IpeaKoB.
OHM - TOYKA MPOPHIBA, IO3TOMY Y HAaC MOXKeT ObITh mIaHc. Bonme6Huk Jlax, OymbTe TOTOBEI, MBI
moOeguM ero. Eciu 9Toro Bcé elné oKaxeTcs HeJOCTAaTOYHO JJIs TOr0, YTOOH oJoneTsh KaMeHHOe
myieMsi, Mbl mo0eguM elné nBa, Tpu unu 6onee Ten I[Ipapomutesned. Kak monro CMoXeT JepKaThCs
KameHHoe mmmeMsa?»

['yOrl MepnuHa W30THYJIUCD B XJTaIHOKPOBHOM YIIBIOKE.
BrnocnencTBum o0a ¥x B3TJIsgAa CTanu 0€3:KaJT0CTHEIMU, @ UX GUTYPHL TOJIETENIH K TTOII0 OUTBHL.

MepnuH u JIax CHOBa IOSIBUJIMCH Ha I0JIe OMTBEI ¥ HAILIEIUINCh Ha caMoe aKTuBHOe Teio
[TpapopuTesnsi, KOTOpoe yOUIo yxKe HecKoabKux Benukux Jlereun.

«Tebe koHem. Wmmo30pHEIT MuUp!»

MepnuH, He K0nebsich, cpa3y XkKe aTakoBajl. MTHOBEHHO HEBUAUMEBIHM MITI030pHEIN MUD OKyTasl BCE
Teno IlpapoguTens.

Jlerenpa JIax yxe nmpucmoco6uncs K pabote ¢ MepnuHoM. MTak, ¢ ABUXKEHUEM ero pyKu MaKCHMBI
OBUHYIUCDH B aTaKy.

BEIN cribllieH TPOMKUY TPECK, ¥ BCE IIO I'1afko. TOHKYME TPeIIMHbl Hadyaau 3MEeUThCS 110
noBepxHocTu Tena [TpapoguTens. OHO OBLIIO TOTOBO PYXHYTh.

«Emeé omuH pa3!»

Jlerenpa JIax ObIJT TOTOB HAHECTH eIIE€ OOUH ymap, KOraga BHe3armHo oT Teso IIpapoguTens mogHsSIach
nepeHsmas aypa. Haxe Jlererma Jlax mo4yBCTBOBaia APOXKb B CBOEM CEPAIIE.

«310... ITO XKe... BoT uept! KamenHoe cymiectBo 4yTh HUKe ypoBHA [Ipapomutens. O HeT, HacC
obManynu. BonmeObHUK MepiuH, yXonu cerlyac xe!»

Jlerenp Jlax pssBKHYJ. Ha BCE ero Teo oKa3blBaloCh OTPOMHOE HaBiieHue. Cuia, Kak psiOb BOIHE,
HUCXOMIMJIa Ha HeTO.

OHa sipocTHO oOpyumunack Ha Jlerenny Jlaxa. OkoH4YaTenbHBIM MaKCUM, TOKPHIBABLINH €0 TEJIO,



CTaJl COBEPIIEHHO 0ecI101Ie3HBIM U OBLI Cpa3y xe pa311p06neH B MEJIKYIO IIBIJIb.

BriocnencTBuu HeBUAMMAs cuiia JoOpaach U 0 ero Tena. 3acinyxkeHHas JlereHaa IUIlb BCKPUKHYIT
OT JoCafbl ¥ B CIeyollee MIHOBeHHE ITPEeBPATHUIICS B KPOBABBIA TyMaH.

Aypa Bomnme0OnuKa Jlaxa IOTHOCTBIO HcYe3na!
«Ymep?»
«Jlerenpa, Jlax ymep?»

«OH xe MomrHas 3acnyxkeHHas Jlereuna. [lepas 3acnyxeHHas JlereHnma noru6mia B 9TON
IUBHUIN3AIMOHHONA BOMHE...»

Kasanocs, Bce mojie GUTBHI IIOTPY3UJIOCH B MEPTBYIO TUIIMHY. BommeOHuK JIax OblsT He 0OBIYHBIM
3aknuHaTeneM, a Benukon 3acnykKeHHOU JlereHgou.

Teso [IpaponuTens pyXHYJ0, ¥ U3HYTPU MOSIBUJICSA CTPAHHBIM CUJIy3T. Aypa, KOTOPYIO OH MCTOYall,
Oblla cpaBHMMA C MOTyIecTBeHHBIM Koponém. Ha camoM mere, oH OblI flaxke cuiibHee, yeM Kopoinb
Yeépuoro Orus!

«MepnuH, ux 1enb - Bonmebuuk Mepnus!»
«MepnuH, 6eru ceryac xe!»

MHorue 13 3akauHaTesel C yIUBIeHHeM 0CO3HAJH, YTO cMepTh BomnmeOHuKa Jlaxa Oblla TPOCTO
COTIYTCTBYIOIIUM 00CTOSITENIbCTBOM. ITO KaMeHHOe CyIIecTBO, KOTOPOe IIpsiTanoch B Tene
[TpapopuTensi, SsBHO ObIJIO HallenieHO Ha MepnuHa. Ero 1embio 66110 youTs Mepnuta!l

[Tpsimo ceiyac u narepb 3akKnIuHaTeNeH, u marepb KaMeHHOTO MIeMeHH 3HaJX O MOJIE3HOCTHU
MepnuHa. Ero cuntanu Kjir04oM K 3aBepIIeHUI0 3TOU BOMHEL. [109TOMY OHM He MOTJIH [OMYyCTUTH €ro
rubenu.

[Tocne cmeptu Bonure6HuKa Jlaxa 1 BuAs HeM30€KHYIO aTaKy MOTYIIeCTBeHHOT0 KaMeHHOT0
CyIIecTBa, CpaBHUMOTO ¢ Benmukum Koponém, MHOTOUHNCTIeHHbIE 3aKTHHATEIN HEMEITIEHHO
Opocunuck B CTOpoHy MepnuHa. OgHako maxe JlereHmapHBIY BommeOHUK, KOTOPHIHM ObIT Orxke
BCero K MepnuHy, He cMor ObI BOBpeMs f00paThCs J0 MOTy4ero KaMeHHOro CyIecTsa.

Kopomnb Yépnroro OTHS TUX0opagoyHo OPOCUIICS Ha HEro, B3PeBEB HABEPXy CBOUX JIETKUX. [Ipyrue
Kopomnu Toxke TOPONUINUCh, HO PACCTOSIHYE OBITIO CITUIIKOM BEJIHKO.

«Marsllil, mocjie CTOMbKUX JHEeH, Thl HaKOHEI] HpI/II.T.IéJ'I IIpsAIMO KO MHe!»

Hesupumeiii Kamens - KameHHOe cymiecTBo, cpaBHEMOE ¢ BenukuM KoposéMm, ObT CeKpEeTHEIM
OpyXkHreM, paHee co3gaHHbIM [IpapoguteneM XaHpou. HakoHeI, OH CMOT PaCKpBITLCS U YKa3an
npsiMo Ha MepruHa.

B sToT MoMeHT nuno [TpapomuTesnst XaHPH PaCIIBIIOCH B 00IETYEHHOM YITIHIOKE, B TO BpEeMS KakK
rna3a Hesugumoro KamMHs HamomHUINCh MCTUTEIHHOCTEIO.

B T0 ke BpeMs BommeOuuk CeTox He OBUTAJICS HU HA IIAT, TOTJa KakK MepiauH, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
YyBCTBOBaJ JIEJEHAIIYI0 aypy, CpaBHUMYIO ¢ Benukum Koposém, ocTaBajics COBEPIIEHHO
CIIOKOMHBIM.
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