— Bamre BennuecTBO, — CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, TPOU3HEC MyXKYKWHA B 0€JIOCHEKHBIX ofesiHUAX. OH HOCUT
cepebpsiHOe 0XKepelibe B BUME YellyeK, a K MJIaThi0 ero KPeMuJICS OOTOTHUTENIbHEIN JIOCKYT TKaHH,
BOJIOUMBIIHNICS 1T03aAH CIIOBHO XBOCT. [Iepen My>KUMHOUM BO3BBILIAIKNCEH CTYIIEHU, Ha BEPIIUHE
KOTOPHIX Haxonuics 6angaxyuH, 3a KOTOPEIM yTafibIBaJICs CHUJTYy9T YejloBeKa, CUIEBIIET0, CKPECTUB
HOTH. — YTO BCe 3TO 3HA4YUT? Bhl pacnyckaeTe 1[epKOBb?

— KT0 ecTb ThI, 4TOOH IIOABEPTaTH MOU AEMCTBUS COMHEHHUIO? — IIPOTPEMeJI T0JIOC U3-3a Byasld. —
Crpaxa, B TeMHHULy ero!

— lla, Bame BenugecTtBo! — mBOE MY2XKYHUH B t-IépHOM ABUIACH U3 HUOTKYy4d, CXBATUIIX HECUACTHOT O
3d PYKH U CHJIKOM PACIIJIaCTaJIk II0 3eMIJIe.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo!? — BcKpuyan MyxkurHa B 6eroM, — s — [lama 3Toi nepkBu! Bel He MoxeTe
TaK OCTYIUTL! PyKy Ipoub, BEL, €PEeTUKH!

B TpoHHOM 3ase pa3maics XpycT, cpa3y 3a HUM — KayloOHbIM BOTUTb. Pyku ITambl 00BUCTH TJIETHMH,
OIVH U3 CTpaXeu B35JI eT0 3a MUBOPOT U BHIBOJIOK K3 3aJla. 3aXJIONHYINCh MACCUBHBIE IePEBIHHLIE
[IBepH, ¥ TPOHHBKIN 3aJl TOTPY3UJICA B TULINHY. [T0CTIEIIIANCS CMeX, CJIOBHO ObI KTO-TO IlepeTupan
KaMHH.

IBoe cTpaxel, 4TO MMHOBAJIX OOHY ITYCTHIHHYIO 3a/1y [IBOPLA 3a ApYyroi, He obpalias BHUMaHUS Ha
KpUYalIero CBSILEeHHUKA, IIEPETIISHYIUCh MeXIy COOOM.

— MHe KaxeTcs, unu Ero BenuuecTBo cTaja HEMHOTO... CTPA@HHBIM? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCUJI TOT, YTO
nepxain [lamy 3a mMBOpPOT.

— He roBopu Takux Beleyd BCITyX, — IPENOCTEPET ero BTOPOH M MaxHYJ PYKOX B CTOPOHY IJIEHHUKA,
— a TO 3aKOHYHIIb KaK OH. MBI MTOKJISITTUCH UMIIEPATOPY KU3HBIO; HAIIl TONT — MONYUHSATHCS, a He
3afaBaTh BOMPOCHL. [laxke eC/Ii OH ITPUKaXKeT HaM pe3aTh MJIafieHIIeB, Mbl UCIIOJTHUM €TI0 BOJIIO CO
BCEM TIIaHUEM.

— Her, HeT, — npouenun [lama ckBo3b 3yObl. — [lyMaliTe XOTb HHOTTIa CBOEM rojioBoy! YOuicTBa
HEBUHHBIX JIUIIH IIOTOMY YTO TakK IOBeJIeNl UMIepaTtop? Pa3Be y Bac HET MOpaIbHBEIX IPUHIUIIOB? BEI
He 6outech 60KECTBEHHOI'0 BO3ME3IUS MaTpuapxa?

IIBoe B UEpHOM 00MeHSNIUCh B3rnsigamMu. OOuH U3 HUX CTUCHYJI KOJIEHO CBSIIEHHUKA.

— Thl HUYEro He CIHHIIIaa, — CKa3all OH, IIepeKpriBasi HpOHBI/ITeHBHBIfI BOIIJIb 6eJIH5{1"I/I. — IloHATHO?

— d nousan! — BeIKpUKHYI [lana. — 4 nonrsn!

CTpax B Y4EPHOM KUBHYJI ¥ BEITYCTUJI ET'0 HOTY.
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— OT4ero TH TaKOM PafiOCTHHIU? — IIOMHTEPECOBalach Anrca U CMepHriia MpauHbIM B30pPOM
YXMBUISIOMIAMCS CKENIeT, HaCBUCTHIBAIOIIUY U 0TOMBAIOIINY KaKOK-TO PUTM II0 MaKyIlKe neBuadaHa.

— O, HEYero ocoOeHHOI0, — CO CMeXOM OTBeTHI MucTtep Ckemmn. — HeKoTopele X MOUX IIJIaHOB,
HaKOHeLl, TPUHEeCH TIOAH. LIepKBU CBITHIX IPAKOHOB He CYIIeCTBYyeT OoJiee.

Anuca ycTaBuIach Ha CKeJIeT, IIPUOTKPEIB POT.

— Xax? — oHa OTTOIIBIPHIIA CBOE YXO MU3UHYUKOM. — TBI TONMBKO YTO CKa3all, 4To IIEPKBHU CBATHIX
AOPaKOHOB Oomee He CYH.IeCTByeT?

— Het, — Bo3pas3un muctep Ckemnu. Anuca MOpruyja. — f cKa3saj, 4TO ‘IIepKBU CBSITHIX APAKOHOB
He cyIecTByeT 6onee’. Jlerkas nHBepcus. [bSIBOJI KPOETCS B eTasgX; cliefyeT oOpallaTh BHUMaHUe
Ha TaKoe, B IIPOTUBHOM ciTydae Tebs 0OMaHyT.

— Ho cytb Ta xe! — Bcmbinmuna Annca, c6uB yepenymky mucrepa Ckemnu. — Kakoro uepta Th
TBOpUILL?! UTO 3HAYUT ‘1IEPKBU He CyIIecTByeT O6omee’? TBOU JTIOOM YHUUTOXUIK ee? A KaK XKe
JIIOMM, TIoJIaraBinrecs Ha He€? C HuMu 4To? Thl BoOOIIle 3aAyMbIBajICS Haf TeM, 4TO OyAeT, eciu
YHUYTOXUTE [[EPKOBb?

— O, TH Yepecuyp BOJIHYEIIbCS, — MPOU3HEC MUCTep CKEJTH, U eT0 Yepel BHOBb MaTepHUaIN30BaICs
Ha Illee — TPIOK, BEIYYEHHEIM UM ITOCJIe TOT'0 MHOXKECTBA pa3, KOTMa IIPUXO0NUIIOCh TOHSITHCS 3a
COOCTBEHHOM TOJIOBOM. — ¢ HE YHUUYTOXKEH 1IEPKOBb U €€ OCHOBHI; ST BCETO JIUIIb 3aXBaTU €€. 3aYeM
JKe CIIMCHIBATD B YTUJIb CTOJIh 3aMeYaTeNlbHOe yupexkaeHue? Bes nHPpacTpyKTypa Ha MecTe; OBII0
OBI TOCATHO ITO3BOJIUTL 3TOMY UCUYE3HYTh. M0os 1IepKOBb [IPOKIATUS HAUOET BCEMY 9TOMY XOpOIllee
IIpUMEHeHNe.

— Bce 910 HenpaBuabHO, — 3asBUIa Anuca, IPUIOKHUB JIaioHb Ko 10y. — Bce ycTou aToro Mupa
TIOIIIM ITPAaxoM, KOTia SIBUJICS THI: MEXOY ABYMS UMIIEPUSIMU pa3ropesiach BouHa. Th
CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJI MaTprapxa GeHUKCOB, TIOXUTHUB NOOPYIO IOJIOBUHY 3/1b(UICKOro Hapoma. A Temnepb
I[ePKOBb, CUMBOJI HafeK[bl CPeAy Hapofa, Y3yplIupoBaHa CcKeneTaMu?!

— Hy, B TBOEM H3JIOKEHUU MO AJE€AHUA U BIIPAME BBRITTIAOAT BECbMa HGHpGSGHTa6eHBHO, — KHBHYIJI
MUCTEDP Ckennu. — Hoquy Onl TeOe He IOIBITATLCS B3IJIAHYTH Ha BCe C IIOJIOXKUTEILHOU CTOpOHLI?

— 3aTKHUCDH! V¥ 9TOM CUTyalluU HET IOJIOKUTEILHEIX CTOPOH! — oTpe3asa Anuca, BHOBb COPOCUB
yepen Mucrtepa Ckennu. — M XBaTUT BOCCTaHaBNIUBaTh CBoM yepen! becur!

— I'mynoctu, — cka3dan muctep Ckemnu. — [logymaii 0 TeX IPEeANpUATUSIX, YTO IOTy4daioT
KOJIOCCAJIbHYIO BBEITOAY OT BOWHEL. Ky3HeIlbl 1 KOKEBEHHUKY Celiyac Ha MUKe MOMyJIIPHOCTUA. YTO [0



ITPOBOKAIIMK MaTpuapxa GeHUKCOB... Tadhenb CIIpaBUTCS C ITUM; [aXKe OTMETKY monyuuT! LlepkoBb
CBSITOTO ApaKOHa? A YTO XOpOILIero OHU chenanu? Tl Ke TOBOPUIIA, UTO CBSATHIE APAKOHBI IPUXOAAT
pa3 B HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUU UJIA OKOJIO TOr0. Mos IepKOBb BepyeT B CUIOMUHYTHOCTD NEUCTBUU.
CMmepTh? 3aueM HafesThCs Ha APaKOHA, YTO STKOOBI MPUAET U BepHET Tebs ¢ Toro cBeta? OXKUTH
3mech U ceitdyac 6e3 Kakux-r0o mo6oyHbIX 3pGeKTOB — HY pa3Be YTOo IKypKa YyTOK 00yIe3eT.

Anuca 3aKphlIa JIUI0 PyKaMHu.

— 4 npenaTenbHUIIA POAA YeI0BeUYeCKOro. He MOTy IOBepHUTh, YTO paHbIlle 3TOr0 He pasriisgena.
HerT, 51 Buena, HO moxenana OTpULaTh. {1 YHUYTOXKUIIa UMIIEPHUIO, I03BOJIAJIa €U TaCTh IIepen
CKeneTaMu, IOTOMY 4TO XOTejla 3aUMeTh COI03HMKOB, KOTOPHIM MOTY AOBEPSATh. HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
Tadens noxutunu GeHUKCH, a Bypa yHecCI0 KaKOi-TO COMHUTEILHOM TeleNopTaluoHHON Maruei. 1
OCTaJICS TOJIbKO ThI! — ¥ OHA MUHKOM cOpocuiia Muctepa CKeNu co CIIMHH ieBuadaHa, CKPUITHYB
3ybamu.

— A? — TonBbKO ¥ cKa3aj Muctep CKeyu, BCKapaOKaBIIKCh 00PATHO IO KOCTSIM MaCCUBHOTO 3BEPS.
— Pa3Be THI He cKa3asia, YTO X0Tesla HageKHbIX COI03HUKOB? YTO BO MHE TH HaXOOUILb He
BLI3BIBAIOIITUM HOBEPHUS?

— Bce! — Brimanua Anuca ¥ BEIIOXHYJIA, 3a2KMYPUB BEKHU.

Muctep Ckemnnu IOCKPED YepemyIKy.

— Jlymato, Tebe CTOUT HayYUTHCS pacciabisiThCsa XOTh HEMHOTO, — U3PEK OH. — Heyxenu Beceso
OBITH TAKOM 3aHYyIOM BCe BpeMsi? He THI U BO BpeMs TPEHHPOBOK yIHUpPanach B HEIIPEOIOIHNMYI0
CTeHy? & roToB ITOCIIOPUTH, UTO 3TO M3-3a TBOETO YIPSIMCTBa. [logyMaii, Kak Beceno Obl10 Ob
3aBOEBaTh BMECTE CO MHOM BeCh KOHTHHEHT. O0elrat, 4To He mpemaM Teos.

— 3Haens 4yT0? JlagHO, — B3OOXHYyJa Anrca. — MBI yKe B OMHOU JI0fIKE, TaK y2K MOTJIBLIN A0 KOHIIA.
Xopo11o YTo y MEHSI HeT CEMbH; yBEpPeHa, OHK OBl pa30YapoBaiCh BO MHeE.

Mructep Ckesnnu MOPrHYII.

— Xoyenb, 1 UX BOCKpeIy?

— 9TO0 HEBO3MOXKHO, — CKa3aja Anmuca. — OHU TOXOPOHEHH! B IEASHBIX 3eMJISIX. TaM XKUBYT CBATHIE
OpakoHbl. Ecnu mpubnu3umbCs... — OHa IoKaydalia T'OJIOBOM.

Muctep Cxesnnu XJI0NHYJI AJIUCY 110 CIIKHE.

— He BomHy#ics 00 9TOM. { y:Ke MEPTB; CMEPTHIO 00JIbIlle, CMEPTHIO MEHbIIIE — KaKas pa3Huia. q
BEPHY TBOUX popuTened. KnsgHych cBouM GecyecTbeM.
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