Korga oHa u OBIK B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TOKMHYJIH TUHKIO 3peHusi CioH Masi, ero moBefgeHune, Ka3aioch,
npeTepnesno u3MeHeHus. OHO 3aMe[ITUIIOCh OT CTPEMUTEILHOTO PHIBKA 10 HeOY I0 TeHUBOM
nporynky. KpoxXoTHHIM BHE3AITHO 0KA3aJICsl He TOPOIUTCS NoOpaThCs N0 HaMEYeHHOU LeJIH.

JIu MeupoHT He MOT He 3aMEeTHUTh 9TOT0 ¥ Hayasl IBITAaThCS ITPUBJIeYh BHUMaHUE XuMepa-3Bepsi. OHa
OYeHb X0TeJla KaK MOXXHO CKOpee BEPHYThCS [OMOM, YTOOH OTHOXHYTh U MPUHSATH OYIIL.

OnHa HeMHOI'0 HaKJIOHUJIaCh BIIepe[ U IIOorjIafuiia ero MUpPoKy, MyCKYIUCTYIO e, "Tak Th
Kpomka? V Te0st ouenb Munoe ums!"

BrIk u3man rpoxoT. TpynHO OO pacumm@poBaTh ero HacTpoeHue. JIn MeupoHT CHOBa IOMBITAJICS.

"Kpolrka, MHe HYKHO IoMO#i. TBOM X03s1H BeJien Tebe 3a0paTh MeHsI 06paTHO. Thl MOXKEIh 3TO
coenaTn?"

BrIK (OBIPKHYT ¥ MOIIEBEIUT 3aAHuIlel. [|BUKeHe Y4yTh He 3acTaBuUio JIu MerpoHTa yacTh C3ady,
¥ OHa CXBaTHUJIa YEePHYIO MIKYypy KpolKu B TpeBore.

I'my6oKo BEIMOXHYB, JI MEeHpPOHT yKe He MOIJIa COXPaHsITh CIIOKOHMCTBHE, KOTa CIpocuia: "4d 4To-To
cresasa, 4ToOw Tebs oOumeTn?".

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OBIK ITepPeCcTall IBUTAThCS ¥ MeIJIEHHO OTBeTHN: "[Iox0XkKe, Thl HPAaBUIIIbCS
Xo3auny".

Ero rosmoc GBI IETKUM U CJIAJKUM, IIOJTHOCTBIO OTJIMYAJICS OT TOTO, YTO oxkumas Jlu Meuposr. Tak
YTO, BUIUMO, 3TO OBITT He OBIK, a KOPOBaA...

Ha atort pa3 JIu Meuponr ¢ripkuyi: "Kak s? 9 661 cKa3aj, 4To BMecTo 3Toro CioH M3 MeH
M3TeBaJICs Hago MHOI!

TeMm He MeHee, OHA He OblJIa yBepeHa, YTO Y 3TOM KOPOBHI OBIIIO HACTPOEHUEe OBITh PACCyaUTEIbHOM.

"CeropHs 5 MO3HAKOMUIICSA TONMBKO C cecTpou CioH M3l, 1 OHa moMorajia MHe C BHIpallluBaHUEM, BOT
u Bce€". He mymaro, 4TO MbI IOCTAaTOYHO O/IM3KM, YTOOH HPABUTLCS OPYT OPYTY'.

KpotreuyHast ocTaHOBMIIA €€ TPOABUKEHNUE 110 HeOY ¥ BO3BLICHIACh BLICOKO HaMl OCTPOBAMU.

"Xamd. X0341H HUKOTa HU K KOMY He IpubnxkaeTcs, 1 TeM He MeHee, X03UH He CTECHSICS Te0s
00HATH! THI MKemH!"

Pa3ouyapoBaHHBIN U U3My4YeHHBIH, JIu MerpOHT BCEPLE3 XOTEI 3aliakaTh celiyac. OHa pelinsia Toraa
¥ TaM, YTO IIePBHIM YPOKOM, KOTOPHIM OHa coOupasack npemnopaTts YKy LInHBI03, OyIeT UCKyCCTBO



LluaryHa. TakuMm o0pa3oM, OHa CMOTJIa CaMOCTOSITEJIbHO CKOJIb3UTh B CBOIO XUKUHY.

KopoBre obasiHue e€ x03sinHa HanmoMHuIo JIu Meupony o Hoy. PacTuTenbHBIN AyX Bcerma 60siics,
YTO [pyrue OyOyT U3MeBaThCS Haf Hel, Tak YTO, BO3MOXKHO, ecyiu Obl JIu MernpOHT IpU3HaJCs, 4YTO
He IPUYUHUT e Bpefa, To Kpomika crana O6v1 60ee IpUsATHOM?

"¢1 He coOuparoCh MPUYKUHSTH Bpe[ TBOEMY XO3SIMHY HJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM poxe". [IpaBma, MBI ITPOCTO
Koyuieru! 3uakoMcTBal"

"MoeMy X0391HY He HYXKHHI Ipyrue 3HaKoMble, KpoMe MeHs! U ymupaii!" ManeHbKui
CJIaJKO3BYYHEIY I'0JIOC IIPEBPATUIICSA B KPUK, KOTla OHA IIOMHAJIa CBOI0 KOPEHACTYI0 3aJHIOK 4acTh,
OTKUHYBIIUCH Ha3a[ 3afHUMU HOTaM¥, ¥ HACUJIbHO OTTONKHYJA JIu M3lipoHa OT CIIUHEL.

JIu MeupoHT 3aKpuyall, MpoTsSHYB 06e pyKu, YTOOB CXBaTUTh KPOIIKY 3a pora, 0MHAKO KOPOBa JIETKO
OTKUHYJIa T'OJIOBY.

Korpga oHa ymasna BHM3 K OCTPOBY, B €€ TOJIOBEe IIPOHECAach Thicsi4a MbIC/Iel. MEICIIb O TOM, YTO €€
CMepThb Tak OLICTPO MpubIMKaeTCs, Iopa3uila ee. 3ech, celyac U cerlyac, U P 3TUX HEJTeIbIX
obcTosTenbcTBaxX. OHA TOJIBKO Ha4YWHaa YYBCTBOBATh CE0S TOCTATOYHO CUIIbHOM, YTOORI
3amumaTtsesa. OYeBUAHO, YTO OHA OUIHOasIach.

Ee ceppue nuko Ka4yanoch B IPYAU, ¥ XOJIOOHEIM BO3OYX, IIPOHOCALINNCS MUMO Hee, 3aCTaBJIsA/l BCe ee
TeJIo0 opoxaTh. Mimu 910 OBINT cTpax?

3Has, YTO C TAaKOH BLICOTHI M C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, YTO OHA IafaeT, OHa HUKAK He MOTJIa IePeXuTh
9TO IIafieHue.

Bce OBITIO TOX02K€e HA PACIIBIBYATOE ISTHO, KOTOPOe ucye3ano. OHa 3aKphljia I71a3a, 0KUgas
Hen30eKHOTO0 ymapa, KOTOPHIH IOJI0KKUT KOHEIl BceMy 3ToMy. M B ee MmoceqHre MTHOBEHHUS, caMast
TJIyTasi MBIC/Ib IIPHIIIA B TOJIOBY...

By;[eT I q}Ky ]_[I/IHLIO CKYy4aTh I10 Hel, KOTr'la OHa He IMOABUTCA Ha UX YPOKeE II032Ke B Ty HOYBL?
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