3eMis cTajla TEMHOM, TTIagKOM ¥ 3aKaleHHOHU, Korga JIu MeipoHT OTOIIEN OT MecTa
B3PBIBAa. PaCTUTEIBHOCTH IIOCTEIIEHHO 3aMeHua ce0st 00CUIMaHOBEIMU CKajlaMu, Pa30pOCAaHHBIMU T10
6ecmmogHOM 3eMite. CBepXxy Iemesl MOPOCHII, OKYTHIBAs TOBEPXHOCTD MBIIHBHOM CEPOM OBIMKOM.

JIn MetipoH 0osiyics 3a ee MaJleHbKOE pacTeHue, 3Hasi, YTO OH IOJIBEePKEH CUIbHOU Kape U OTHIO
npeshinie Bcero. OHa crupsitana Yoy B CBOEM pyKaBe, TOTEPSB CYMKY ¥ OCTABIIMECS BEIIU, U
cracyack 6erctBoM oT aTaku OrHeHHOro [Ipelka.

Ee nporpecc GblJ1 0CTAHOBJIEH 3peNuilleM T03BOHOYHMKa. OHa HOCTUTTIA Kpas By/KaHa.

CTeHa 4epHOTHI, CYXOU U KeCTKOU pacIllyIaBIeHHOU ITOPOIL], BEITAHYTasA BBEPX [IOYTU UEeallbHO
BEPTUKANIBbHO. [IPUIyPUBIINCEH Ha BePIIMHE ObIMSIIEHCS TOpH, JIu MelpoHT 3aMeTHIT 4TO-TO Gerioe u
BSIJIOE, CBUCAIOIIEe CO PTa ByJIKaHa. JTO JOJIKeH ObITh XBOCT JIUCHYKa!

Jlaxke TPSI3HBEIN CEPHIM C MEIIOM, ero 6IeCTSAIINY MeX BCE ellle BHIOESACS, KaK BCIHIIKA CBETa B
TEMHOTE. 113 HeoABMKHOCTH XBOCTa OHA IPHUIIUIA K BEIBOMY, YTO OH IOXKEH ObITh 063 CO3HAHMUS,
Oepusixkka. M moaToMy y Hee He OBIIIO OPyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak B300paThCs Ha HETO, HECMOTPS Ha
ee UCTOIIIeHNe, a TaKXkKe ee JIydlllee CyKIeHue IPOTUB BOCXOXKEHUS Ha BYJIKAHUYECKHE CTEHHI.

BpocuB 0CTOPOKHOCTL Ha BETEP, OHA MOTSIHYJACh K BHICTYIY B CTeHE. BRIIO TPYIHO MOTy4YHUTh
XOpolIee CIeIIeHne C fOPOroM, KaMeHb OBIT TeIIBIM M PacChmuaThM. OHA MOTHSIACH TaK OBICTPO U
OCTOPOXKHO, KaK TOJIbKO CMeJIa, Uilla CIeAyIoHi yaap 0 IOBePXHOCTH, KOTOPHIHM OHa MOrjia
CXBaTHTh.

«MacTep, noxasnyiucra, faBaiTe BepHEMCA. ITOT CyMacCIlellni TapeHb U3 AXKYHTIJIeN XOeT
Yuurens, 4ToOB IOAHATHCA TyHda, ¥ Y0y Majio 4TO MOXKET CHeNlaTh, YTOOH IOMOYb YUUTEITIO

3mech! Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToObl HaliT MacTepa HOBoM nucoit? TOT, KOTOPHIH He OYOeT AyMaTh O TOM,
yTOOH ChecTh MacTepa unu youts HYoy. Kak HacueTt 3T0r0?"

3aBop OBl ITPaB, KOHEYHO. JTO OIpefieIeHHO Obl/la JIOBYIIKA, €e CTaplue cka3amnu e 06 atom. OHa



MOTJIa TOJIBKO IIPEAIIOJIOZKHUTE, YTO B TO BpeMd, KOT'ld ITPOM30IIEJI B3PEIB, 3TOT Mep3KI/II7I MacCTep
LI3sHIIM IOXUTHUI ee MaJIeHbKHM CHEXKOK, KaK-TO BBIBEJI ET0O U3 CTPO4, a 3aTeEM IIOMECTHUII €TI0 TaM
KaK IMPUMaHKY OJId Hee, 3Has, YTO OHa HE CMOXKET OCTAaBUTh €0 YMUDATE.

«4 He MOT'y IIPOCTO OCTAaBUTE €T0 3pecs! IIoayMaJia OHa PENIUTEIIEHO.

«Jlaxe 1ocJe IATU JIET COBMECTHOU KU3HU YKO0Yy HEe MOXKeT IIOHATh YuuTtensd. MHorna Yuurens
BefleT ce0sl KaK caMBbIM TPYC/IMBHIM YeJIoBEK, KoToporo Yoy Korga-nubo BCTpeyas, U Toraa YUuTesb
BOPYT pelllaeT, YTO MOXKHO IIPHITHYThH B PacCIlJIaBJIEHHYI0 OTHEHHYIO j1aBy! Yoy He MOXKeT CIIPaBUThLCS
CO BCEM 3TUM CTpeccoM!

«Y40y, 3TO O4YeHb... He TakK! - IpoCTo», IpoBopyYasna Jlu MelpoHT, IBITasiCh IIOCTABUTh HOT'Y Ha
KaMeHb, KOTOPBIY PYXHYJI, YyTh HE 3aCTaBUB €€ yIacTh, «KOTla BE MOXKeTe u36exkaTh
HETIPUSITHOCTeH, n3beraiite HempusTHOCTEN. HO ecu Bel MpHHUMAaETe OTBETCTBEHHOCTH [IJISI KOT'0-TO,
"OHa HalIlIa XOPOIIIYIO OTIOPY ¥ MOATOIKHYJIA cebsi, XBaTasiCh 3a CJIeAYIOIIYI0 KPEeIKYyI0 II0OBEPXHOCTS,"
THL MOJIJKEH BLITIOIHUTE JII000H 11eHou! "

CTeHa HayMHAaJA 00KUTATh €€ PYKH, HarpeBasiCh 10 0KOTOBLIX TEMIIEPATYP, TEM BHIIIE OHA
nogHuManach. OHa MOTJIa YyBCTBOBATh BONOHIPY, HaUHHAIONIHE (OPMHUPOBATHCS Ha ee JaloHsX,
KaIlJIi [T0TA KaTUJIKCh 110 ee JI0y ¥ cnuHe. Ee rojioc ApOrHyJI 0T CYyXOro ropsiuero Bo3gyxa, KOTOPHIM
OHa [IBIITATa.

Yoy He MOT IpPUAyMaTh HUUETo, 4TOOb OTBETUTD Ha 3T0. OH BCe ellle He IIOHKUMaJl, ¥ eMy NIPHUIIIOCH
CHeNaTh BEIBOL, UTO €r0 XO35IMH UMeJI CKJIOHHOCTh K CaMOyOUICTBY.

Yoy He 3HaJ, YTO UMEHHO IIPedbIAyInas XKu3Hb JIu MelpoHra cdopMupoBasa 3Ty 0co0yio
dunocodpuio. OHa 3HaNa, Ha YTO 3TO ITOX0XKeE, KOrfa ee OpocalT ee camble OJTU3KKME U JOPOTHE,
OCTaBJIEHHBIE TIOCTOSITh 3a Ce0sT B OUeHb paHHEeM Bo3pacTe. Ee poguTenu, BO3MOXKHO, BCETIA aBalu
el KPHIITY Hajl TOJI0BOM M NOCTAaTOYHO AeHer, YTOOk 000MTHCh, HO X paboTa BCerga Kal3aach s
HUX BaxKHee, yeM ee BocrnuTaHue. OHa Jaxe IIOYTH He 3Haja uX. Y Hee He ObII0O HUKOT'0, KTO MOT OBl
BBITEPETH CJIEe3HI, KOTfia el Ob110 00JIbHO, 1 HEKOMY OBIJIO OTBE3TH €e B IIEePBHIM fieHb B 1Koie. Korga



OHa BEPHYJIAChb OOMOM, ee He XKOanu ropga4yue omopa.

TombKo ee 6abyIIka, C KOTOPO¥ OHA MTPOBEJIa HECKOJIBKO IPArolleHHBIX JIET B MeTCTBe, MPeXae 4eM
yMepra, Obla [/l Hee YeM-TO BPOfe MaTepPUHCKOUM Gurypsl. babyIiika Hay4yuia ee OGbITh
CaMOOOCTAaTOYHOM, IOTOMY YTO OHA TOXKE XOPOIIO 3HAJIa, KaKOBO 9TO XKHUTh OJHOMN KU3HBIO.

Ee HeymauyHble OTHOIIEHUS B IIOCJIEAYIOIINE TOOL CTAIM ellle OJHUM OTPaKeHueM ee
3abporenHoCcTH. [Tocie TOro, Kak oHa BIOOUIACH B YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPHIM el U3MEHSJI, OHA TaK U He
CMOI'JIa CHOBa ITOJIHOCTBI0 MHBECTUPOBaTh Ce0s B IPYroro 4enoBeka. Hegosepue u aMonMOHANbHAS
OTPEIIeHHOCTh ObIIM TeMaMK BCEX OTHOIIEHHH C TeX MOpP, KaK OHa 3alluiiasia ce0s OT TOT0, YTOOR!
OTIATh CIMIIKOM MHOT0 ce0sl ¥ CHOBa pa3buTh cBoe cephre. ECTecTBeHHO, HM OfHA U3 9TUX CBSI3EH
He [IJINJIaCh OYeHb [OJITO.

Ona yyBcTBOBasa cebss KOM(POPTHO B CBOUX JOMAIIHUX MUTOMIIAX, MIYIIMCTHIX KOIIKAX, KOTOPHEIX OHA
YCBHIHOBUIIA, COEPKUBasi CBOe OMUHOYECTBO B cTpaxe. 2KMBOTHHIE, Ka3asioCh, 001aganyd YyBCTBOM
BEPHOCTH ¥ 01arogapHOCTH, KOTOPOTO TaK YacTO He XBaTasio O0IBIIMHCTBY JIIOEH, C KOTOPHIMU OHa
KOT[a-Tu00 CTaJIKMBaIach. ITO ObIIM SICHEIE U IIPOCTHIE OTHOIICHUS, ¥ eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA
3HaJla, KaK CIIPABUTHCS.

U BOT Temeps, KOTHa paHEHOMY, OKPOBaBJIIEHHOMY 1 0ecco3HaTeIbHOMY MajeHbKoMy CHOyOO0ITy
noHano6uIack ee IIOMOIIb, OHA OTBEPHETCS OT Hero, Kak 9TO0 fejaiu ¢ Hel o6a Mupa?

'"Hu 3a uto!"

Ona 6bl1a Tak 6mu3K0. OHa MOTJjIa MOYTH MIPOTSAHYTh PYKY X KOCHYTHCS €r0 XBOCTa, HO He coBceM. He
oOpailllast BHUMaHUs Ha 00JIb B CBOMX PyKaX, OHa YyBCTBOBaJa, UTO €M HYy>KHO CHEeJaTh MTOCIeIHUN
PBIBOK, UTOOBI ITOTHSTLCS HaBePX, HO, K COXKAJIEHUIO, OCTaJIbHAS YaCTh CTEHH OblJIa JIUIID I'JIagKOH,
IIBIIAIOIIEN TTIOBEPXHOCTRIO. Torfa uaes IMpuUlllyia ex B TOJIOBY.

«T_on’ IIOCMOTPH, CMOZKeIlIb JIX ThI CXBATHUTDb CHeXOK CBOMMH J103aMH, TOTa MOTY CIIPEITHYTE BHUS,



¥ MBI YUIEM OTCIOfa».

«Xopoio! YTo-HuOygb, YTO 3aCTABUT YUUTEJS MIOKUHYTh 9TO MeCcTO. Y0y OTBETHII, MTHOBEHHO
pacTsATHBast CBOM BHHOTPAIHbIE JI03HI, YTOOR OKPYKHUTH MEP3KYIO JIUCY, KOTOpPast KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM
3aleNuyIach 3a cepple ero riaynoro xo3sinHa. OMHAKO, KakK TOJIBKO OH KOCHYJICS MeXa CYIIeCTBa,
pe3Kasi u My4yuTelibHas 00Jib 3acTaBula pacTeHue 3akpudaTth. OfiHa U3 ero 103 Obljia Cpe3aHa.

"Yoy! OtcTynucs, ceryac !!" - 3akpuyan JIu MelpoHT, yBUAEB, YTO ITPOU3OLIIO.

MyunuTenpHbIe KPUKH YOy 0TO3BAIUCH 9XOM B €e rojioBe. BoIb 0T KyBIIMHHOTO PACTEHUS, TEPSIOIIETO
OOHY U3 CBOYX J103, ObUTa paBHa 0011 YeioBeKa, TEPSIOMIEro PyKy uimu Hory. OH cheas Tak, Kak eMy
CKa3aJd, ¥ yOpaJ To, YTO 0CTaJIOCh OT ero JI03H, 00paTHO B ee pyKas. JIu MelpoHT uyBCTBOBaa cebs
y2KaCHO U3-3a Hee, ee YBEPEeHHOCTh BHE3aIMHO NouaTHynack. Eff He IPUXOAUIIO B TOJIOBY, UTO TOT
GdakT, 4TO OHa caMa XKeJlaeT CTPafaTh OT JIOOBIX TPYAHOCTEN, YTOOH IIOMOYb OEJHOMY CYLIECTBY,
MOKEeT B KOHEYHOM UTOTe HaHEeCTH BPEeN OPYTroMy ee JII06MMOMY ITUTOMILY, ¥ 9TO OBLIO IOCIIeTHEE,
Yero oHa XOTeJa.

«MHe o4eHb xkanb, Yxk0y. [103BoIb MHE pa300paThCs C 3TUM, U g 103a004Yych 0 Tebe, KaK TOIHKO MBI
BepHeMcs moMoi». OHa CKasaja, ee TOJI0C CTPafa OT JIETKOM JIPOXKH.

«Y4oy ceryac OTIOXHET U TIOMbITAETCS BRIPACTUTH IIOTEPSHHYIO 103Y...» ['070C myXa pacTeHus,
Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAHOBUJICS BCe MSATYe U MsATde, 0Ka, HaKoHel], JIu MelpoHT He ITOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero
CO3HaHUe 0TOPBAJIOCh OT ee.

Bce ertie cBucas Co CTOPOHHI pTa ByJIKaHa, He B CUJIaX IMOOHSATHCS Ha HEOOJIbIION OCTaBIINICS
y4aCTOK ropsiuero KaMHs, OHa COBEPIIEHHO He 3HaJla, YTOo fgenaTh fanbine. OGHAKO el He IPUILUIOCh
noiro 06 9TOM fyMaTh, IIpexXK[e YeM OHa CTajla CBUAEeTeNIeM MacChl KJIyOsIerocs oxma,
crymaioierocs B ¢opMy BEICOKOTO, IIyTaoIlero, Ho KpaCUBOro MyK4YuHB. OH CTOSJI IPSIMO 3a
CHeXKOM, I/I5Ig Ha Hee C TOPKeCTByoIel 3ybacToi yIsI0K0M, HAaTIHYTOM Ha ero CMEPTEIbHO
O7IegHEIX YepTax.



«$1 3Ha/I, 9YTO THI IPUIEIITH>.
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