"OTa nmuca Kak cobaka, - Tuxo Bopudan bao JIu, - BepHa TOJILKO OGHOMY X035KHY..." OHa IOCIeIIHO
OTTSIHYJa Ha3af OOMOHBIN IPUAATOK, ITOKa roBopuia. Ee crmoco6HOCTh myThCs Oblyia HapaBHE ¢ YKOy.
JIu MeupoHT noBepHyach K CHEXKY U JIaCKOBO IOTJIafuJia ero 1o rojose. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH
BeJl cebst rpy0o, KpoIeyHas, CKpEITasl 4acCThb €e AYIIXM pajioBajiack TOMY, YTO OH IIO3BOJIUI e
IIpUKacaThCad K HeMY TOIBKO Tak. "OH IIPOCTO HEMHOTO CTECHSIETCS OPYTUX Iiofel, a Thl, CHeXKO0K?"
CIIpOCHUJIa OHA CBOETrO JIMCa-fyXa JIETKOMEBICJIEHHEIM TOHOM. B ee riia3ax CBeTUJIach HEIIPUKPHITas
ropaocTh. "Thl Tak 9acTo eub y bao JIu, 4T0, 0 KparHe# Mepe, Thl MOXKEIIb ITI03BOJIUTh € IOTPOoraTh
TBOU MeX, He Tak nu?" CHeXKO0K ITPOMKO pacCMesics, IPKOoe 30J10TO ero rjaa3 IOTEeMHENIO 40
SHTAPHOTO, ¥ OH TUXO IIPOpPHIYall Ha ee CaMOyBePeHHOCTh. Heyxkenu 3Ta Mos Tynas XKeHa OyMaer,
YTO 3TO TakK IIPOCTO - MO3BOJIATh OPYTUM HaKJlaAbIBaTh Ha MeHS PYKU?" - pa3gpaxkKeHHO II0JyMal OH.
'MI3-3a TOTO, YTO 3TO MOYTEHHOE 60KECTBO JOJIXKHO IIPUTBOPATHCSA 0€300UIHOM IUCOM, HAXOOSITCS
TaKHe TJIYIEl, KOTOPhE CUUTAIOT Ce0si CIIOCOOHBIMU BOIBHUYATD C MOel mepcoHoi!' JIu MelpoHT
paccmesinach, yCiblliaB peakiuio CHeXKKa, X ee CMeX 3a3Bydall IPKUM 9XOM, CIIOBHO 3BOH MaJIeHbKUX
KOJIOKO/TbUMKOB. OHa He 3Hajla UCTUHHOTO o0pa3a MEIC/IEN JIUChEeTo AyXa U He 003 peBarla,
HACKOJIBKO laJIeKUM OT UCTUHEI OBITIO ee IpefcTaBieHre o HeM. OHa Bcerfa CuMTana ero "IyHmgepe" -
YeJI0BEKOM C XOJIOMHOM U BpaxkneOHOW BHEIITHOCTHI0, KOTOPHIM CKPHIBAET CBOIO MCTHHHYIO,
3aCTeHYHUBYIO ¥ 3a00TIKBYIO HAaTypy. [1o mpaBpe roBops, JIu MelpoHT OHNMAaJIa, YTO HEMHOTO
nunieMepuna. OHa He oOpalllajia BHUMaHMS Ha TO, KakK OH BefleT ce0sl C IpyruMu, HECMOTPS Ha TO,
YTO HEOJHOKPATHO pyTaja ero 3a BCIEIUIbYUBOCTh. BO3M0OXKHO, 9TO 3aCTaBJISJIO €€ YYBCTBOBAThL Ce0s
0COOEHHOM B €ero rjia3ax. B KakKOM-TO CMEICJIE 9TO OBIJIO IIOX0XKe Ha BOCIIUTAHME KOIIKH. B oTnnyne
0T cobakK, KOTOPBIE OCHITIAIN CBOEH JTF0O0BBI0 KaXKI0T0, KTO ORI XOTh HEMHOTO HOOP K HUM, KOIITKH
OB TOBOJIBHO Pa300PYUBHL B TOM, KOMY OHU OTHAaBa/Id IIPEAIIOUYTEeHNEe U C KeM UM HPaBUJIOCh OBITh
JIaCKOBBIMH.

B okpyxeHuu 671u3Kux Nopel nevans JIu MaslipyH NOCTEIeHHO OTOLIa Ha BTOPOH miaH. YTo
KacaeTcs TypHUpA... OHa JIeMCTBUTENIHHO C CaMOr0 Havajla cTapaiach O0POThCS BCEPLE3, HO HE
XOTeJIa OIyCKaThCS TaK HU3KO, YTOOH YKPACTh Ybe-TO 3aKOHHOE MeCTO B COpeBHOBaHMH. OCTaBaIOCh
TOJIBKO HafesaThCs, 4To YKy LIMHBI03 He CIMIIKOM pa3odyapyeTcs: B HEM, BeIb UMEHHO OH ImOoOyXKma
ee K Oopr0e. "[ToueMy mMoit CHEKOK CerofgHs Tako¥ BOpUIUBLIN? CHEXKOK TaKO# KPaCUBBIY U
BII€YATJIAIONIMM, KaK OH MOXKeT OBITh BOPUIUBEIM?" OHa IMIPUHSIACh YecaTh eMy IO YIIaMU U BOKPYT
YeJIl0CTH, OChINIasl pa3fpazkKeHHOro INChero yxa 6eCcCMBICTIEHHBIMU KOMIITUMEHTaMH, KakK 3T0
MIPUHATO AeflaTh 10 OTHOIIEHMWIO K JOMAIIIHUM XKUBOTHEIM. HecMOTps Ha SBHO IJIOX0€ HaCTPOEHUeE,
CHexXO0K pedIeKTOpHO OTK/IMKHYJICS Ha ee JTaCKOBHIE TPUKOCHOBEHUS U CJIerKa HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI
JIu MeupoHT Moria jyy4llle JOCTaTh A0 MeCTa, e YeJII0CTh CXOAUTCS C OCHOBaHueM yxa. OT 0mHOTO
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS ee HeXKHOM PYKU BECh €ro THEB YIETY4HIICS, CIIOBHO ero 1 He Oblyio. [TokaunBas
IMyIIKXCTEIM XBOCTOM BIIPaBO U BjieBO, CHEXKOK HENPOU3BOJIBHO U37al 3BYK, HE 04EHb II0X0XKHUY Ha
MypIbEIKaHbe. EMy oueHb HPaBUIIOCH, KOTTIa €ro Jo0uMas xKeHa OChITalla ero IToXBajlaMy U JTaCKOH.
U 410 C TOrO, YTO AJIA 3TOT0 €My IPUXOAUIOCH TEePIEeTh HeCIIPaBeAIMBble YHUKEHNS, HEe
nopobarorre ero 60:KeCTBEHHOMY 3BaHUIO MY 0JI0KeHUI0? OH TakxKe MOT MHOTHA MPOSIBIISThH
BEJIMKO[IyIIEe ¥ [IONyCKaTh HEKOTOPHIe HellpegHaMepeHHbIe OCKOPOIeHus pagy XKeHHl... JIu MelpoHT
nofiHecIa KOHUMKH TablleB CBOOOMHOM PYKHU K Ir'y0aM, CKpEIBasl 3aBeJOMYIO YIIbIOKY, Korfga CHeXkO0K
OyKBaJIbHO TasI IIOf ee BHUMaHueM. Ee He 0YeHb MaJleHbKUY JIUCHM JyX MOT BeCTH ce0s CypoBO U
BOPYJIMBO, HO OHA 3HaJa, KaK CUJIbHO OH ITI0OUT, KOTHA ero omekaroT. [I719 TaKuX BOPUYYHOB, KaK OH,
KOMIIJIUMEHTHI - 9TO TO, 4YTO HykHO! OHa 3agyMuyuBO CMOTpesia Ha CHexXKa, IPoAoJixkKas OChIIaTh ero
Jackamu, oOpalras IpUCTalbHOEe BHUMaHNMe Ha U3MEHEeHUs, IPOU30ILIe e C HUM, KOT[a OH
IpeBpaTHiCs U3 meTeHka B adult-nmuca.

OHa TOHS$ITIa, YTO OH eMCTBUTENIHHO OB KPAaCUBLIM JIMCOM, [axKe MJIs CBOETro Buaa. YBumes ero adult,
OHa BCIIOMHHJIA MaMy-JIMCHUITY, KOTOPYIO OOHAXKMHI CIIacjia M3 300Mara3uHa, ¥ To, Kakoi oHa Onlna
KPaCHUBOU; HO eCJIK CpaBHUBAThL ee cO CHEXXKKOM, TO MaJIeHbKUM HEeTOOsH IeTKO 3aTMUI OB
IIPEKPacCHYIo JIUCULY U, KaK OHa IIoylaraja, OPyrux caMok cBoero Bupa. OnHa majabHas MBICIb



IIpUBesia K Opyrou, u Bopyr JIu MeupoHT BCIIOMHMIA O MaJIEHbKUX [EeTeHHIIaxX JIUCUALIBL. YBUEB, KaK
ee cobcTBeHHBIN CHEXOK CHOBa nepeofieBaeTcs B adult, oHa TBepao peluia B 6yayiieM HaWTH eMy
MIOAXOIAIIYI0 XKEHIIUHY-JIUCY, KOTa OH BBIPACTET, ¥ TOTAa OHA CMOXKEeT BEIPACTUTS LeJIBIU BEIBOLOK
O04apoBaTeNbHBIX JEeTEHHIIIEN TUChEro AyXa. bao JIu HeoXuoaHHO MOOTONKHYJIA €€ JIOKTEM,
nogMurHyB JIu Meliposr. "He 3a0yap, 4To TH MHe obeliana!" - Beceso HallOMHMIIa OHa. JIu MelpoHT
3aCThljIa Ha MeCTe, ee poT IpuHsI Gpopmy OykBel "0". OHa 3amo3[asno U HEBOJIHHO BCIIOMHHUTIA O
raymnoM obellfaHuM, KOTOpPOe Aana noppyre. "TodHo, - TofyMarna OHa, - 1 cka3ana bao JIu yCHIHOBUTH
OIHOTO U3 feTeHkIel u3 oynymero mometa CHexkKa... [Tex! Ilex, mex, nmex! Eit o4eHb X0TeIOCh HaTh
cebe TOIIeYNHY 3a TO, UTO OHA II03BOJIMJIA CBOEMY TJIYIIOMY PTY HaBaTh Takue gukue obermanus! O
yeM OHa TOolbKO ayMaina? Korga CHeXKOK BHIPACTeT [OCTATOYHO OOJBIINM, YTOOLI CTATh Ao, OH,
CKopee Bcero, OyZieT B IPOCTH, €CJIM OHA PEIIXUT OTAATh €ro [eTeHbIIel ToMy, KoMy moxenaeT. OHa
BCerfa crapajiaCb OTHOCUTHCSA K CBOMM OYXOBHBIM MUTOMIIAM KakK K Pa3yMHBIM CYIIECTBaM,
KOTOPBIMU OHM J€MCTBUTENIbHO OB, @ HE KaK K OOBIYHEIM IOMAITHUM XKUBOTHBIM; OHa CTapasiach
OTHOCHUTHCSI K HUM C TOM XK€ YeCThI0 U YBaXKeHHeM, KaK K CBOMM TOBapHUIIlaM U OJIU3KUM APY3bSIM.
OpHaKoO MHOTTa ee Y3KUM YM BHUAEJ B HUX JIUIIL O4apOBaTEIbHBIX XKUBOTHHIX (MJIM PACTEHUS, B
cnydae ¢ Yoy), 1 OHa HEBOJIHHO [aBajia BONIIO CBOMM npuHIunaM. OHa riay0oKo coxkainesna 06
o0ellfaHNM, KOTOPOE Aajia 10 HeOCTOPOXKHOCTU. 3aMaCKupoBaHHbIM [loBenuTesns JINCoB BOAPYT
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK II0 ero M03BOHOYHUKY Tpobezkana OAPOXKb.

Ero oxBaTHIIO yKaCcHOe IPeqYyBCTBHE: KTO-TO BRIHAIIIMBA HeLOOphle HaMePEeHUS B OTHOIIEHUY €T0 U
ero camoro. OH MPOHHUIIATEIFLHO OCMOTPEJI OKPECTHOCTH, 3aMETHB, YTO K MOMEHTY OKOHYaHUS 005
JIn MetipoHra co cTapimuM BaeM GONBUIMHCTBO 3pUTENEH yKe IOKUHYIH ToMelrneHue. OH He
3aMeTHUJl HUKaKuX IPU3HAKOB IIOTEHI[MaIbHOT 0 IPOTUBHUKA. "KakK cTpaHHO", - mogyMai oH. PaHbIe
VHTYULMS €ero HUKOr[a He nopBonuia... CHeXX0K TKHYJICS CBOUM TEMHBIM HOCOM B PYyKy JIu
Meitiponra. OH pemni He IOOBEPTraTh CBOK XKEHY OMaCHOCTH, KOTOPYIO HE MOT ONpPEeNeNuTh. "X035UH,
mopa JoMo#", - MpoOopMOTasl OH el MMof HOC, MSTKO MOATalKUBas ee K Brxony. JIu MelpoHT
XMBIKHYJIa B 3HaK COTJIaCHs U ITOIPOIIaach; OHa HEHAMIOIT0 3afepKajach, 00bsacHsas bao JIu, 4To
tTakoe oMap. OHa pacCessHHO BHITEPJIA MBUIh 0 60PTa XanaTa ¥ 60JPEIM LIaroM HalpaBUiIach K
KOHIOIIHEe. CHEeXKOK OCTasICd Ha MecTe. "X03511H, KyZia Bhl upeTe?" - CIpocus oH. "BEI CKa3aju, 4To
MBI JOJIZKHE BEPHYThLCS TOMOM, HET? BOoT g 1 uny moMoit", - ckasaa oHa, KakK OyATO 3TO OBIIO
oueBunHO. CHEXKOK B3[IOXHYJI U CJIeTKa HAaKJIOHUJICS BIIepef, BHITAHYB IlepefHue HOTH eper co6oii,
II0Ka ero Iieyy He 0Ka3aJIMCh JOCTATOYHO HU3KO0, YTOOB! JIn MeipoHT MOrja 3alperHYTh Ha HUX 0e3
TpyZa. "BepHUCH Cl0fla ¥ 3alpHICHU MHe Ha CIUHY", - cKa3asl oH. Ee riasa pacmupumnucs. "Tel
Xoyelrb, 4ToOH g 3a0panach Ha Te0s?" CHEKOK IIPOCTO KUBHYII ei rooBoi. EMy maxke IOHPaBUIIOCH,
KakK OHa chpopMyIrpoBaia BOIpocC...
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