"Xuuu!"

Kaxk Tonpko TabneTka nomercTBoBasia, uno llecTHaanaTod HeMeoIeHHO UCKAa3UIOCh B arOHUMU.
"IlecTHaguartasa!" ynuBneHHO KpUKHYN CeMb, mogberas K Hel, YTOOLI IPOBEPHUTD, BCE U B IIOPSAKE.
Yepes HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs Xkap, usnydaeMuld lllecTHapuaTon, LOCTAaTOYHO CUJIBHBEIN, YTO

3aCTaBUJI faxke 5-10 CTaguio, TaKyi Kak CeMb, IOUYBCTBOBATh HEYHOOCTBO, MOXKHO OBITIO Oy TUTh. Ee
KOXKa TOXKe Havasla mpruo0peTaTh KPACHHBIM OTTEHOK, KaK OyOTO ee TOTOBUIIM 3aXKUBO, U laXkKe ee
omexkpa, Ka3aloch, IoCTpagasa OT XKapHI.

MenieHHO, HO BEPHO ee 9HepreTHYecKas CUrHaTypa Hadajla U3MEeHAThCS 110 CPaBHEHUIO C TEM,
KaKoi oHa Oblyla Korga-To. He moHuMast, 4to mpoucxogut, CeMb MOTJIa JIUIIh KCKATh OTBETHI

y IPUYUHEL 3TOTO TedeHus cobuiTuii, Cona Illyxana. "C-CTapIiui... 4T0 ¢ HEY MIPOUCXOOUT? ITO
IOXKHO ObII0 CyuuThes?" OmHAKO Jaxe CIyCTS HEKOTOPOe BPeMs OH He ITOJIy4YUJI HUKAKOTO OTBETa,
u CeMb II0OBEpHYJICS B CTOpOHY lllyxaHa.

OpmHaKo TO, YTO OH 0OHAPYKWII, He ObIJIO CIIOKOMHBIM JIUIIOM CTAPIIero, KOTOPHIH BRITJISOEN TaK, Kak
OynTo cuTyaluss HaXOOUTCS IO KOHTPOJIEM, KaK OH Hafestyicsi. Ha nute IllyxaHa GbII0 HalmCaHO
KpaliHee yOUBJIEHHE... KaK Oy[TO YBUOE IIPOJIETAOIYI0 MUMO CBHHBIO... "C-CTapmuii?" cupocun
CeMb C OmacKo¥ ¥ HEKOTOPBEIM CTPaxoM, yBuAeB peakuuio lllyxaHa.

YcrimaB BOIPoc, KOTOPEIX Obln agpecoBan emy, lllyxan mpocHycs u cipocuit: "A?!... a, mao-mpyr
Cemb? YUTo Takoe?" Buas 3TOT MOJIYOCMBICIIEHHBIN O0TBET, CeMb Teleph ONpeNeIeHHO HE YBEPEH B
[lyxaHe, KaK OH Hagesncs. "Crapmui, 4To ciayuunocs ¢ [llecTHaguaTon? ITOT... HE KaXeTcs
HOpPMabHEIM?" cripocusl CeMb ellle pa3, HafesCh Ha JIyYIIni OTBET Ha 3TOT pas.

He 3Has, uTo oTBeTUTSH, lllyXaH CMOT JHIIE eIrle pa3 MocMOTpeTh Ha IllecTHAAIATYO... HAEsCh, YTO
TO, YTO OH yBH[eJI, ObUIO HempaBuabHOo. HeT. Bece mo-mpexxHeMy... ¥ MPOLecC, KaXKeTcs, Jaxe
YCKOpSIeTCS.

"A... KaK OBl 3TO cKa3arth..." Hayan lllyxaH He 3Has, Kak 00bAcHUTD. "Hy, cKaxkeM Tak... f
HEeJI0OIIeHNUJI CBOIO KPOBb 00JIbIllE, YeM Jyma?"

*TJIOTOK*

"9T0... 9TO 3TO BOOOIIE 3HAUUT?" cipocusl Cemp, elle 6ojee UCIyraHHBIN, YeM paHbIIIe.

3ametus ero B3rian, llyxan 6ricTpo ycrokoun Cems. "He BonHylics. Huuero nmoxoro He
IIPOUCXOIUT... HA CaMOM [ieJie, 3T0 OyOeT CUMTAThCS CIydalHOM BCcTpeuel s Hee. Mosi KPOBb
BBI3bIBAeT OOHOBJIEHNE JIMHUK KPOBH ILIIOC HECKOJIBKO IPYTHX IIPEUMYIIECTB, BOT U Bce. Huyero
ocobenHorO0..." [Tocne atoro IllyxaH MpOCTO NMPOROIKUI HabI0AaTh 3a IPOUCXOASALIMMU
M3MEHEHUSIMU.



YcmpiiaB ero KOPOTKUY U TPOCTo# oTBeT, CeMb OKaMeHesn OT 1mokKa. Yto!? OOHOBIIeHUE TUHUU
KpoBu!? Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO? JIMHMS KPOBU APaKOHa yXKe CUMTaeTCsd BEPILIMHON MHUILEBOX LEMOYKH. ..
camoe 0oJibliiee, OHM MOTYT OBITh TPOOYKAEHBl ¥ OUMILEHHBI, @ He MOIEPHU3UPOBAHEI TOJILKO OT KallJIx
KpoBu! 2KOaTk... €CTh TOJIBKO OJUH BO3MOXKHEIN CII0C00, KOTOPHIM MOXKET IIPOU30UTH... €CIIH ITO
KPOBb IpaKoHa elre 6osee BrICOKOro ypoBHs! Ho... kak!?

Mosr Cemu 3apaboTast Ha IOJIHYIO KaTYIIKY, ¥ OH OBICTPO IIPOCMOTPET BCIO MH(pOPMALUio 00 3TOM
TauHCTBeHHOM "CTapiieM", KOTOPHIY CIIy4alHo 1omnasa B YaT-rpynny "desats [Iposuanuu”. [1o cux
IIOP BCe, YTO OH 3HAET 0 HeM, - 3TO Jao-uMs "Mynpen Kanengo, MmnepaTtop-IIpakoH"”, ero
HEeNOCTUXKUMAas CUJla, YIUBUTENbHEIE NOCTUXKEHUS B [la0 MEOUIIUHEL U ... TOT KUBOU IIPEOMET,
KOTOPHIM OH BBIHMMAJI PaHblIIe.

(Kx! Mucdopmanuu He xBaTaeT! [lymaro... OBIJIO I YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B TOM, YTO S 3HAIO [I0 CUX II0P?)
sapocTHo nyMan CeMb B CBOEM yMe, Ullla 1I00yI0 BO3MOXKHYIO IIOICKa3Ky, KOTopasi MoTJia Obl
IIPOSICHUTDH 3arafouHyl0 TUYHOCTH 3Toro "Crapiero”. Msrkoe [Tepo mpocTo CoKoiHO Habogana 3a
[llecTHaAIIATOM, TOTOBAsS IIOMOYb B TI0060€ BPEMS, TaK Kak 00Jibllle HUYTO He MOTJIa caenaTh. C ee
HEIOCTATKOM OIIbITa M CHJIBI, 3TO IEHMCTBUTEILHO €QUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOTJIa, KpOMe KakK
IIOMBITATHCST HE MeIlllaTh KakK-To.

HesameTHO mpotiren 9ac ¢ Toro MoMeHTa, Kak lllecTHapllaTas npuHsia TableTKy, U IepBLe
M3MEHeHUs BCTyIlalu B CUILy. Bce ee KOCTH, BK/II0Yasi KOCTHBEIM MO3T, TOJIBKO UTO IIPEBPATUIIACH B
KocTu apakoHa! [IpasunbHo! [Iprunna, no koTopou lllecTHanuaTas IPOU3BOLUIIA BlleYaTIeHUe, YTO
cropersa 3aXmuBo0... 3TO II0TOMY, YTO OHa OEeUCTBUTEJIBHO cropera!l

B TeuyeHue BCero 3TOT0 Yaca, IOKa KOCTH TPAHC(HOPMUPOBAJIUCH, BCSI €€ KPOBb (PaKTUYECKHU
CXKMTasaCh ¥ OYHINanach 3Hepruen, ucnyckaemon tabmerko Illyxana. Minu, TouHee, 3CCeHITMEN
KPOBH, KOTOpas cofepxkasack B TabneTke. Temeps, KOraa gaxe ee KOCTHHIM MO3T IIPEBPATHUIICS B
MO3T OpaKoOHa... OTHHIHE OyHeT MPOU3BOAUTHCS TOJIHKO IPAKOHbS KPOBb! M0OXKHO faxke Ha3BaTh
[MTecTHAALATYIO APAKOHOM B YeJI0BEUYECKOU KOXKeE.

U He TOJIBKO 3TO... KaXk/aas KIeTOYKa ee MBI U KOXKHU B TO Ke BpeMs Oblla yCUeHa HOBOU
IpaKOHbLEN KPOBbIO, TEKYIEH 110 ee BeHaM. lllyxaH IPUKUHYII, YTO KaK TOJIbKO yBEJIMYUBAIOIIUI
nporiecc ObUT 3aBepileH, ¢ GpU3NYeCcKor CTOPOHHL... [llecTHaAIaTas onpegeeHHO MOIJIa JIETKO
OTOUTBHCS OT Ky/bTUBATOPa CpefHel 4-1 CTaguu U MPUUTHU K TaJICTyKy C TUKOM 4-# cTaguu. XM...?
[Toxoxe Ha TO... YTO OHA JaxKe CTajla HEMHOTO BEHIIIe M HEMHOT0 OoJsiee... KpuBoi? He MOXKeT OBITE...
IOTKHO OBITH, Y HETO Pa3kIrpasock BooOpakeHue.

"XM... T0X0XKe, MOSI KPOBb IIPEBPAIlaeT ee CKOPee B ApaKOHa, YEM B YeJIOBEKa... IPeXae YeM

[IlyxaH cMOT IPOJOJIKUTE, TabneTKa, KoTopas KaKuM-TO 00pa30M Bce ellle He PaCTBOPHUJIIACH,
nmepemMecTunach K uctTounuky lllectHaguaTon, [laHbTSHY, U TOCenuaach TaM. (XM...? KaKOro 4yepTa
aTta TabneTka TaM menaet? [logoxkauTe... 3T0... OHa ITpeobpa3oBaiack B HeKoe mopobus sigpa!? U ato



cunysT [Ipaiira s BuxXy B IleHTpe!?) nogymarn lllyxaH, COBEPIIEHHO OIIEIOMIEHHBIN TEKYIIUM
UCXOLOM.

Cewmp, BCe ellle IOTPYKEHHBIN B CBOU MBICIIH, B3APOTHYJI ¥ IIPOCHYJICSA OT TOTO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
ckazan IllyxaH. (Hto!? Kak MoxeT KpoBb cTapiiero Mmnepartopa-IIpakoHa ObTh TaKOU
MoryinecTBeHHOu!?.... XM? [Togoxpgurte... [IpakoH... Umnepatop...? H-HU 3a 4TO... HE TOBOPUTK MHE...
"UmnepaTop-IIpakoH" - 9T0 00JIbIE, YEM ITPOCTO TUTY...!?) myman CeMb B M3YMJIEHUH, TTISAS Ha
[lyxaHa cO CTpaxoM U IIOYTEHUEM.

[lTecTHapuaTas, C APyTroM CTOPOHHI, TeNeph BHTIIAAeNa TakK, OyaTo oHa Oblyia B IIOJTHOM 3t opun
TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK JKXKeHHe IPeKpaTUiIock. PaHa He TONMBKO 3aXula, OHA KakK OyATo CcTasla ropasmo
cuibHee... Kak Oy[TO KaxX/as KJIeTo4YKa ee CyllecTBa U3/Iy4aeT TONbKO cuiy! HeT, ckopee
Hao060poT... OHa - cama cuita! He ToBops yke 0 HOBOM CITOCOOHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA MHCTUHKTUBHO
yMeJia UCIIOJIb30BaTh... HeBEPOATHO... C 3TUM... OHa MOIJIa JIETKO YBEJIMUYUTh CBOIO CUITY, II0 KpalHEe!
Mepe, B 1Ba pa3a! be3 oTpuiiaTenbHoro moboyHoro aghdexTa!

(XM, uHTEpPECHO... He TONMbKO ee OTHEHHOE CBOMCTBO CTAJIO CUJIbHEE... OHA JlaXKe

obpena KocMmuueckoe cBoiicTBo. K ToMy ke OHa, IT0X0xKe, 00pesia ClloCOOHOCTD OIIYIIaTh MOe
IPUCYTCTBUE, TAK XK€ KaK U 5T KAKUM-TO 00pa30M MOTY [IeflaTh TO XKe CaMOE... 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO MOSI
KPOBb HAXOOUTCS BHYTPU Hee?...) myMan IllyxaH, cMOTpPS Ha ee u3MeHeHus yepe3 bubnmoTeky
He6ecHoro I[TyTu.

"Hy, KaK THl ce0s 4yBCTBYyelllb? BBl 1 BTOPOM BapHaHT TEM, Ha YTO THl Hagesnach?" CIIPOCUI
[IyxaH, noka IllecTHaflaTas UCI0Ib30Bal €€ YyBCTBA, YTOOH IIPOBEPUTEL HOBEIE U3MEHEHUS B €€
TeJie U cusie. Ycneias royoc llyxaHa, KOTOPBIM I04EMY-TO IT0Ka3ajcd el O4eHb PUSATHEIM, OHA
IIOBEPHYJIAaCh K HEMY ¥ HAaKJIOHUJIACh, YTOOBI OTBETHUTh. Kak TOIBKO OHA OTKPHIIA POT, €€ Ofexkia
IIpeBpaTUIach B MeMNes U yjieTesa U3-3a ee BHe3allHOr0 ABUXKEHHU .

"[la"npon3HeceHHble OHa oTopornesiieMy lllyxaHy.
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