YeTBepo CTaplieB BEPHYJIUCH B Y2KaCHOM HACTPOEHUU U 3alep/uch B 3aye. OHU CUAENH MOJTYa U
HUKTO He HaUYMHAJI TOBOPUTH O TOM, YTO MPou301a0. CTapibl ObITA OO0 CUX TIOP YIUBIIEHB TAKUM
cobriTreM. [TOTEPSATH CTOJIBKO BHICIINI OBIJIO OYE€HD CHJIBHBIM YOAPOM MAJIST HUX. ITOT MeY 3a T'PaHbI0
uxX BooOpaxkeHus. OOuH cTapell, KOTOPHIH SBISAIICS CAMBIM CTaphIM BAPYT YTO-TO BCIIOMHUJI ¥ BCTaJl
CO CTyna.

-[ToimeMTe 3a MHOM...-CKa3aJjl OH 3arafjo0YHbIM I'0JI0COM.

Tpoe youBumucs, Ho 6e3 BOIIPOCOB MOIIIH 32 HUM. OHM BOILIM B TAWHYI0 KOMHATY 3a CTEHOMH B 3aJe.
Kak TOIbKO 3alllyid B KOMHATY, [TOJT Pa3OBUHYJICS U T yIlalu B HET0. Tpoe moYyBCTBOBAIN
nuckoM@opT, HO cTapoMy OBITI0 a6COIOTHO HOpMaibHO. OH HEBO3MYTUMO CMOTPET Ha CTeHy. Uepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHHU yTiajl Ha IJIUTY, KOTOPas He PacKOJI0ach faXe MOJ CAJION BHICIIUX.

-Y,HI/IBI/ITGJ'IBHO...-TI/IXO IIpon3HeC OJWH U3 HUX.

-3a MHO.-II03BaJI OCTAJIbHBIX CaMblil CTapHIU.

OHY T TT0 KOPUAOPY U TOT Hayvall 3aKPYYHUBAThCS U MOSIBUIACH ThMa. ITO OBLIO IIPOCTPAHCTBO
HeOBITHS. TONBKO BBICIIIHE MOTJIM CIIOKOWHO Iy TEIIeCTBOBATh 110 IMyCTOTe ¥ He OBITh CheOeHHEIM elo.
OHa B KaKO#-TO Mepe pa3yMHa U 04eHb onacHa. OgHaKO, TPOTHUB BHICIIMX €€ CHUJIEl MeHee OIACHHI.
Craphlii ofoles 1 HaXaJjl Ha TEMHOTY, 3aTeM IOSIBUJICS ITheleCcTall, Ha KOTOPOM JieXaja KHUTa C
KOXKaHBIM nepernieToM. OT Hee Bes0 CTPaHHOM 9HEPTruei, YTo HaCTOPaXK1BaJio CTaplieB I03au
HEro.

-JTO KHUTa CO3[aHus...-CKa3all CTaprfI.

-410?! C camoro co3gaHus?!-yauBUINUCE TPOE.

-Ia.. 4 cameit nepsBuy bor... U caMbli CTapIIni. ..

IpyTue He TIpepHIBaid €0, a MOI4a CITyIIaliu.

-M&1 He BCeCHUIbHHL... ECTh CyILIeCTBO, KOTOpOe c03Aaio Hac.. OHO HaCTOJIbKO MOTYIIECTBEHHO, YTO
MBI JIAIE OyKamKky nepefn HUM. OQHOW CUJION MBICIIA €My XBaTHUT, YTOO yOuTh Hac.. OgHaKo, 5
HUKOTa He BCTpeyalicsi C HUM U He 3Halo Kakou oH. Ho 3Hat TouHO. Meu-ero apredakT UM 10
KpaliHel Mepe CO3[aHHbIM UM.. TOJTbKO TaK MOXKHO 00BSICHUTD KOJIOCCAJIbHYIO CUIIY Meda...

Kynmoc BoccTaHABIMBAJICS MMOCJe GUTBH C BHICIIMMHE ¥ OBIT JOCTATOYHO YIOBIETBOPEH, Beb €r0 Mey
yOHII cpa3y 5-bIX U3 BHICHINX. M Temeph OH IOHSJI CUITy 9TUX CTapuKoB. OHM OBIIIM OYEHb CHUIBHEI U
6e3 aToro meya Kymnpmoca 6w younu 3ampocto. OgHako, ceryac... Bce uHaue.

-AX, KaK e X0pOIlo.-ToTsHynIcsa Kymmoc.



KpacHbie BOMHBI TONYYUIN ITOOKPEIJIeHe U BRICTPAnuBaJIUCh B PSAOL. Be3de Chbllianuch IpUKa3bl
cTapiux TeHapoB, KOTOPEE YMeJIu PYKOBOOUTE coyifaTaM. Kynmoc B3rJisiHy/I BOaslb, TOe YKe OOJIXKeH
ObITH TOpOT Boros. OH pPagoOCTHO B3TOXHYJI ¥ ITIOCMOTPEI Ha CBOMX BOMHOB.

-Ha ropop BOI'OB!-3aopan Kyngoc u moneten Buepeq...

-CoepkuTe ux, g IOOTOTOBIIOCH.-CKa3as [lapoyc, MOAX0As K MarunieckoMy KpyTy.

OHY BBICTPOUJIUCH TaK, YTOOBI OrOpoauTh JIudTelHa OT HaCcTymalomux Bparos. Ha ynulle Ciblmanuch
KPUKY JTIofel 1 B3PHBEL. CO BpeMeHeM OHU IOYTUXJIA U MUP CcTal 0yaTo 6e33By4YHEIM.. Tpeck
crekya.. OHo pa3neraeTcs B ipebe3re U OTTyMa BbIJIETA€T OIPOMHBIM BOJIKY, Hamafas Ha Kaiinuy,
KOTOpas JIerKo pa3pyOusia TyJI0BUIlle HeCYACTHOTO BOJIKa. TOT TSKeJI0 yIasl Ha 11071 ¥ 00JIbIlle He
BCTaBaJl.

-U 310 BCceee?-Bo3MyTUach Kauiu, HO TyT U3 BCeX BO3MOXKHBIX BXOHOB BHIIPHITHYIU 3Bepu.-Hyyy, g
omubacs...

Kait cpady BcTymum B 60¥ ¢ TpeMs, a YIHepuITa YHHYTOXKAJa BCEX CBOeH TeMHOU Marvuel. 3eeHbli
BOWH Pa3MaxuBaJl 0OLIYHBIM ABYPYUYHBIM MEUOM, KOTOPHIY ITOI00pas y MEPTBOT0. AUIH C ele
6ombIel CKOPOCTHIO BHIITyCKala CMEePTOHOCHBIE CTPENTbl, yOHMBaBIIIMeE XKUBOTHOTO cpa3y. Japoyc
YuTas 3aKJIMHAHNE Ha HEIIOHATHOM S3bIKe, MHOT'Ia IO Ha3af.

TBapel cTaHOBUIIOCH BCe 0OJIbIIIE U UX TPYIIHI Ha4alu 3all0JIHATh Bech 3ai1. OHAKO, 9TO He
Iperpaxmanao TeM OOPOTY U OHU IIPOHOJIKaJIX IPOCTHO J1e3Th. OrpOMHEBIN MeiBenb Yaapuil CBOEU
narnou mo Kaio u TOT OTJIeTen B CTEHY, CIUTIOHYB KpoBb. OH OBICTPO BCTaJI U Halaj Ha MefBens, y
KoToporo Owiyia puoseToBasi MepPCTh U Takas XkKe aypa. Med U jiana CTOJNKHY/IUCh, HO Med CJIOMaJics U
Kau mony4yun paHy B I'pyOy.

MenBens, MOYYBCTBOBAB CBOO MOGETY 3aX0TesI MOOUTE €TI0, HO er0 OCTAHOBUII yap B IOJIOBY
CTPEJIOH, BEIMYIIEHHOM U3 yKa Alnu. Ta yke HaTAruBasa CIEOYIOIIy0 CTPEeNy, Hesich B TOIOBY
3Bepsi. TOT CKPBIICS 3a CTEHOM, HO €€ HEe OCTAHOBUJIO 9TO ¥ OHA CITOKOMHO BBEITYCTHUIIA CTPEIY,
KOTOpas mpoOuia CTeHy, OMHAKO, Me[Be/isi TaM He OblI0. AWIU YOUBUIIACh, @ 3aTeM Hajl Hel
nosiBuIack Oosbinast TeHb. OHa 00epHYIach ¥ YBUeIa MeBe[Isi, 3aMaXHUBaIOIIUHICS JTaloun.

[TostBUIICS 3€JIeHBIN BOMH, OTPA3UBIINH yOap Me[Bes, U CBOel MOTy4del aypol pa3pyOus 3Beps Ha
[BE YaCTH.

-Crtacu00.-OBICTPO CKa3aja Amnu.

3erieHblil BOMH KUBHYI U 100eKaJ fajbllle YHUYTOXKATh XKUBOTHEIX. [lapoyc HeyCTaHHO MTPOI0IKaIl
IIPOU3HOCUTH 3aKJIMHAHKeE, HO Y BCEM yXKe HafloeJio OTOMBAThCS U 9TO BRIMATHIBAJIO Iiepel (puHaNIbHON
outsoit! Kaiinu nmocMoTpesna Ha [Japoyca.



-Hyyy, moonro?-cmpocuna Ta, youBas 04epegHOro BOJIKA.

JIndTelH moKayas roa0BOM U MPONOJIXKUI YUTATh 3aK/IMHAHUE. ..

X NIeHHBO IIOTSTHBAJICS Ha Kpecye, HO He MeHee OBl yBJIeYeH TeM, YTO KTO-TO 3HAET O ero
CYIIIECTBOBAHUH.

-A 3TOT CTapuK 4YTO-TO 3HAET.. XeX, XKaJlb, YTO YMpPET, HO S He X04y BMeIlnBaThCA.-togyMan Hynesoii.

Kynpoc ctosin y ropopa Boros. On 65111 B BocTopre. OH OCTUT 9TUX HENPUCTYIHHIX cTeH! [JocTUr
CHJIBI, KOTOpas HyXHa, YTOOHI IIPEOI0NIeTh UX U CTaTh BCEBHIIHUM! Ero rpyms Bo30yKIEHHO
B3[bIMaJiach U OIIyCKaslach.

-CeropHs neHb, Korga ropop boros cranetr mouM, B ATAKY!-3aopan Kynmgoc, pa3pyOas
MHOTOBEKOBHIE BOPOTa.

ApMus TOpofa CTOJIKHYACh C KpaCHOU apMuel. Havamoch KpoBomponuTHas 6utBa. Kymnmac
CIIOKOMHO I1ey1, youBast Kakgoro, KTO K HeMy moaxonui. ETo Tenno okyTana cepasi 9Heprus, KoTopas
3allUIaia TOTo OT JIIOOEIX TOBPEXKIEHNUH U3 BHE.

Ha Kynpgoca Hamano cpa3y HeCKOJbKO Boros, HO Te Okl yOUTE 3a ceKyHOy. Ceromus ropon boros
COTPSsiCa/l TPOM BOMHBI, TPU3LIBABIINH BCeX BOTOB 00BeQUHUTHCS TPOTUB equHOTo Bpara! Toro, KTo
CTaBUT II0J yIPO3y UX CyLeCTBOBaHue!

YeTBEpO CTapIieB CTOSIIK Ha OalKOHe, B3upas Ha OMTBY BOa/IM, KOTOpas pa3BepHyIach TaM
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af. CTaphlil TOCMOTpEN Tyfa U chOKyCHpoBas B3 Ha Kymnmoce,
pa3py0baBImii BCeX ¢ OMHOTO yaapa. CTapibsl HEBO3MYTHUMO CTOSIIM U XKAaJIA IPUXO[a 3TOTO TUPAHa.
Io7ro oH He 3aCTaBHUII XKOATh ¥ YePe3 MUHYTY CTOSIT HAIIPOTHB HHUX.

-KYJ'IJIOC... 3a cBou MMPEeCTyIJIeHnus Thl OTBETHUID...-CKA3all CTapBIfI CTapel ¥ BO3BEICHUJICA B He0o.

Kynpoc ycMexHymCsS ¥ IOTHSJCS 3a HUM, [TI0Ka He CPaBHSIMChH Ha OHOM BLICOTE.

-41? Tloka co MHOM 3TOT Mey, 1 HenmoOemum! Xaxaxax.-3acmesinicst Kymmoc.

OpHako, B 3TOT MOMEHT €TI0 pyKa OTeJIUIIach OT Tejla, HO OH OBICTPO CpearupoBa ¥ IPUPaCTUIT
obpatHo. OH mopazkeHo IIOCMOTPENT Ha cTaplia, KOTOPBIM XOJOOHBIMU TJla3aMi CMOTPETT Ha HeTo.
Kynmoc cTanm BOCIpUHUMATH TOTO BCEPHE3.

-He mymaut, 4To TH Ha Takoe CIocoOeH.-II0XBaIuI TOT cTapia.-Ho aToro He gocTaTo4HO!



Kynpoc pBaHyn K cTaplly ¥ IIOCJIeIHUN HOCTAl abCOMOTHO Oebli T0COX, KOTOPHIY yAapuics C Me4oM
¥ [IPOU30I1Ie]I OTPOMHEIY B3PHIB, TIOKPHIBIINY 2 TPETU BCero ropopa. Crtaplia OTTONIKHYIIO, a Kyngoca
HeT, HO TOT (DaKT, YTO er0 OpPyKKe He CIOMajioCh 3aCTaBUIJIO TOTO TOYYBCTBOBAThH 3aMeIIaTENIbCTBO.

OHU CHOBa IIEPEMEIATCS K APYT Apyry, Kymamoc 3amaxuBaeTcst Me4OM, HO CTapell MpucegaeT u
yaoapsieT TOT0 B IIPecC.

-Kxa!-BrimitoHy 1 KpoBb Kyngoc.

OH omyCTHJI Me4 Ha CTapuKa, HO TOT OTIIPHITHYJI OT BO3[yXa U YBEPHYJICS. ETo Temo mosiBUIOCH
no3amu Kynmmoca v OH MONy4YHs yaap B CIKHY.

Kynpoc moBepHycs, HO TaM y2Ke HUKOTO He Obl10. Ha ero Tese mosBUIICS XOJIOAHBIN IIOT U OH
yBUET YOap II0C0Xa, KOTOPHIN COMPUKOCHYJICS C Me4YoM, u3maB cpexet. Kynmoc yneiOHynCS u
CXBATHUJICS 3a IIOCOX, MOTSHYB Ha ce0s, HO er0o CUJI He XBAaTUJIO U BCe ITPOU30III0 HaoOopoT. Ero
OATSHYNH Ha ce0s. TOT BCTPETHUICS C XOJIOMHBIMY T'JIa3aMK CTApOTo U er0 9TO UCIIyTajo.

-Connsk, faxe C MeYOM HUKTO!-CKa3an cTapblil ¥ ygapun Kyngoca B rpynb, TOT, KaK MSAYUK, OTJIETEN
OT Hero.

Crabunuaupysich, Kynmoc ¢ SpocThio IOCMOTPEIT Ha CTapuka, HO COepKazcs oT 6eCCMBICTIEHHBIX
nerictBuil. Cepas SHeprus 3aKpyxKuaach BOKpYT Kysgoca 1 BHE3aIIHO TOT MOSIBUIICS TIEPe] CTaphiM.

B rimazax ctaporo mosiBUach T€Hb YOUBIIEHUS, HO OHA OblIa HACTOJIBKO Majla, YTO HUKTO HE 3aMEeTHII
ee. Ctapelii 6710KMPOBa yaoap ¥ ¢ pa3BopoTta yoapui Kynmoca mocoxoM 1mo roiose. TOT yman Ha
3eMJII0 ¥ TTOIY4uJI 3anm Oestoit sHepruit BOoroky. OgHako, Kynmoc coepkani 3TOT yiap MeuoM 1
XOTeJIl BCTaTh, HO MOIY4YXII KOMOO yIapoB: B JIWIIO, TOOOOPONOK U HOTOM B KUBOT.

-Kxaa.-BHITITIOHYJT OTPOMHBIH CTYCTOK KpoBu Kynpoc, oTnetast 0T cTaporo.-Y6aonox!

B raeBe Kynmoc Ha BCIO MOIITHOCTh MCIIOIb30BAl CEPYIO S9HEPTHIO U Ta B30PBalach OTPOMHEIM
BCILJIECKOM, KOTOPast OBICTPO MOKPHITa 00IbIIyI0 mioinaab. CTapelil c6exkall OT B3phIBa B MIOCIIETHUM
MOMEHT B IPOCTpaHCTBe. Kynmgoc, yBumes, 9yTo TOro He 6o, oOpagoBascs. Ha ero ry6ax 3aurpana
yIbIOKa.

-XAxaxaax, Bce! ['opof ma..-ero rojioBa C pyKou OTAEJIUIIach OT Tela.

Ero rnasa pacClIvpuiInCh ¥ OH MOCIEIIHO 3aKpuyat:

-[Iepesarpyska bora!



Ero Temo oTKaTUIOCh K M3HAYAIbHOMY COCTOSIHHUIO 10 aTaK¥ CTAPOro. TOT He YOUBUIICS U CIIOKOHHO
Harmas cHoBa. Kynmoc TOnbKO ¥ 3alllUIacs, ojlydasi paHeHusI, HO Te OBICTPO 3axKuBaju. Ero ato
HavaJio 0ECUTh U OH yJapujl MeYoM, OfHAKO, ITOJIyYMII TI0COXOM B XKHUBOT. KyJmoc mpourHopupoBarn
3TO ¥ pa3pyOuI rpyab CTapoMy.

Crapuk OoTHPHITHYJ, TocMoTpeB Ha Kynmoca. KpoBs MenyieHHO Kanasa Ha 3emio. Kynpmoc, yBuges
aTo, oOpamoBascs u cTan yBepenue. OH Halajl Ha CTAporo, HO Temepsb 61uTBa ObINIa Kya SPOCTHEE.

Kynpoc oTneTten u BHE3AMTHO MTOIAJI B TEMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO M OH OIEMLIUJI, a ITOTOM ITOIYYHUII yaap B
JIUIIO0, BHIIETEB CHOBA B ropof boros. ToT ymapuicst 06 3eMIIi0 ¥ 3alUTUICSA OT 6e10ro 1mocoxa,
neTsero B Hero. [I0SIBUJICS CTapuK, KOTOPHIM HaHeC yaap KyJlakoM eMy B TPY[b.

Kynpoc ynususcs 1 nponycTuil yaap. Pa3gancsa cuipHBIM XJI0IOK U rpynb Kyngoca pa3opBaach Ha
KYCKH, HO OH IIPOAOJIKAJl XKUTh. B ero pyke 3acBeTunack cepas sHeprus. Kynpmoc HaHec ygap
KyJaKoM, OOHaKoO, mpoMaxHyscs. CTapelil pa3Bescs Ha BeTpy! 9To Obln Mupax!

Kynpoc ocmotperncs...

Ho Huyero He Hamen. Y3 nox 3eMIu [IOSBUIUCE PYKU, KOTOPHIE 3ATSAHYJIU ero B 3eMIt0. Kyngoc
IIBITAJICS CONIPOTUBIATECS, HO €r0 TEJIO IOJHOCTHIO BOIIIO B 3€MJIIO 110 T'OJIOBY. 3aTeM eMy IIpUieTen
yoap MexXny rjla3 HOrod U TOT, pa30pBaB 3eMJII0, OTJieTell B 3gaHue. CTapuK CIIOKOWHO MOOXOAUI K
Kynpocy.

[To3amu cTaporo 3aCBETUIIUCH Oejible KPYTH, KOTOPEIe ObIJIM 0YeHb OTPOMHEL. OT HUX BEsIJIO OUYeHb
CUJIBHOM 3HEepruey, napsiias Ha Kynmoca. 3aTeM mucbMeHa B 9TUX KPyraxX 3aKpPYyTUIUCH U OeJTbIi
I[BET MOSIBUJICS B HUX.

-Cyq...-cKa3aJl CTapbli XOJIOJHBIM T'OJIOCOM...
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