Korga IO Maii BepHynach K crony, 1911 Haub mpekpaTui pa3roBop ¢ ®@sit Hun u noBepHycs, YTOOH
IIPOBePUTH, Kak TaM HOi Mait. OH oYTU NOTAHYJICS K €€ PyKe, HO 3HaJI, 4YTO 9TO TOJILKO Pa303/IUT ee
emte Oospire. " [Tan FOit Ma#, mpoly IpoIIeHus 3a Pe3Kue CJI0Ba. " MPOIIenTall OH BMECTO 3TOTO

" YTo cKa3aHO, TO CKa3aHO. { BCero JUlllb IBIJIMHKA B TBOUX Ila3ax... U 1 He IpoTUB. C 3TOr0
MOMeHTa 51 He Oymy ¢ To00 pa3roBapuBaTh, €CJIM TH 3TOT0 Xouellb. " CKa3aja OHa, TIOBOPAYUBAsICh K
L3u 9P.

[Ta#t Hanb uyTh OBIIO HE CXBATUII €€ 3a IJIeYW ¥ He BCTPSIXHY OT HOCaMkl, HO mepeayMait. To, pamu
yero oHu 06a TPYAUIUCH IIOCTIeIHUE HECKOIBKO IHEH, ObII0 pa3pylIieHo OMHUM MTHOBEHHEM €T0
MppalKOHaIbHON PEBHOCTH.

Bckope noce obena IpuHeCIN gecepT. 3a KaXOBIM CTOJIOM CTOSIJIO II0 TapesKe fJecepTa.
EnvHCTBEHHBIM 4€JIOBEKOM, Y KOTOPOT0 He OBIJIO MMPOT0OB 0OcMaHTYyca, Obita [1an FOi Maii. Ho oHa He
BO3paxaia, Iepeq Hel ObIIo ellle HECKOJIBKO NeIUKaTeCOB.

OHa B3si71a OPEXOBHIY TOPT U OTKycUJia O0JIBIION KYCOK.

113u Op yBupgena, 4To y Hee HET IEpoOra C OCMAHTYCOM, CXBaTuja OOUH U NPOTSHYJa PYKY, YTOORI
TIOJIOKUTh OMH B ee Tapenky. Ho oHa oTKa3anack, CKas3as, YTO He JIIOOUT IUPOTH OCMAHTYyCa.

FO# Mboii kpaeM rina3a Habrnogana, Kak MUPOT OCMaHTyca CO CTOPOHHI LI3u 9p MenIeHHO Ucye3aeT y
Hee BO pTy. OHa peBHOBaJa, HO YTO OHa MOTJIa ITOfie/iaTh, Be[b PaHbllle OHA UCIIOPTHUIIA Muporu Li3u
9OP. BrIyI0 IpaBUIBbHO 0TKA3aThCS OT CBOETO.

decTuBaNb CKOPO IOAXOOUN K KoHITY. FOi1 Maii 3aMeTusna, 4To Li3u Ip BHIIIAOUT HE OYEeHDb XOPOILOo, 1
Hayaja IoTeTh. YTO He UMeJI0 CMEICIIa, YYUTHIBasI, HACKOJIbKO IpoxiafeH Bo3ayx. " Cectpa Ll3u Jp, ¢
T00O¥ Bce B mopsimke? Tl Takas O6rmenHas. "OHa HaKJIOHUIIACE.

" 4 B mopsigKe ... IPOCTO YYBCTBYIO ... " He ycnena LI3u 9p 3aKoH4YUTh Ppa3y, KaK U3 ee pTa XJIbIHYI
TIOTOK KPOBH, U ee Teslo 06MsKkI0. [I0TOM OHa 1oTepsijia CO3HAHUE.

HOi1 M1 norimana ee BOBpeMs, IepxKa Ha pyKax LI3u 9p, oHa 3akpuuana. " LI3u Ip! Li3u Ip! UTto
cnyuyunock? "3akpuuana FOM Mai, ee Teno Hadaso TPSICTUCH OT cTpaxa. LI3u Jp He oTBeyasna.

3a 3TH HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH][ OHHU ITPUBJIEKIJIX BHUMdHUE BCEeH TOJIIIHI.

[Tsit Haub ObicTpO Opocurcs Bnepen u 3abpan 1I3u 9P y KOt Maii. OH mepxKai ee B 00bSATHSAX,
IIpOBepss MynbC. " Be30oBUTe uMiepaTopckoro gokropa! beictpo! "OH rpoMKoO 3akpuyar, pexae
yeM BHIHECTH €€ U OPOCUTHCS BOH.

HWMnepaTop u uMneparpulia IOAHSIACH CO CBOUX MeCT. " UTo ciay4dunocs ¢ cynpyrou Hyan? "
Crpocun ummeparTop.

"Ee oTpaBunu. B 9TOM ciiydae s [OJIXKeH OTBECTH ee K Bpauy. " ['/poMKoO cka3ain [I1su HaHb, npexpae
YyeM BBIWTYU U3 KOMHATHL. T0JIIa axHyja ¥ 3aBu3KaJja oT yxKaca. Ecnu 113y Op 0TpaBuiu, TO LIAHCHI,
YTO 9TO CIIYUYUTCSI C HUMHU, CTOJIb K€ BHICOKM. MHOTHE X0Teu cOerath K Bpauy, HO 3HaJIM, YTO B
[IPUCYTCTBUHU UMIIEpATOPa U UMIIepaTPHULIEL IyYllle TaK He II0CTyHaTh.

"LI3u Op. " MMnepaTpulla THXO BCKPUKHYIa 0T 60nu. Ee gparoiieHHas HeBecTKa Obljla OTpaBiieHa.
Osna xoTena nocienoBaTh NPUMepPY ChIHA, HO UMIIepaToOp OCTaHOBUII ee. OH CTOSJ Ileper TOJIIIOMU.
"CTtpaxa, 3a0/10KUpyXTe BeCh ABOpPeEl. HUKOMy He pa3peliaeTcs YXOOUTh. TOT, KTO BUHOBEH B TaKOM
IIPEeCTYIJIEHWY, HaBEepHAKA BCe ellle 3[eck. " TBepao cKka3all OH



3aTeM OH OTHaan IIpHUKa3 00BICKATb BECH AOBODPeEIT.

Ha moucku npecTynHUKa, BITABIIET0CS YIU3HYTh U3 OBOPIIa, YIIIO He OoJiee mony4aca. B riaBHBIN
3aJI BBeJIM MOJIOLYIO CIIy2KaHKYy, ¥ IBOe CTPAXHUKOB IIOCTABUJIUA €€ Ha KOJIEHH.

B T0 ke BpeMms, [19# Haub BepHYJICS ¢ XMyPHIM B3T/IAA0M Ha ero nuile. OH OBICTPO IOBEPHYIICS K X0y
JIat0, Ha nuIle KOTOPOTO He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTr0 BhIpaxkeHus. Ele HeCKOIbKO menoTos, u Xoy JIsi ¢
TPEBOTOM HAIIPaBUJICA K OBEPHU.

ViMmepaTop npopmoizKan gonpaluBaTh CIy>KaHKy. ITo Oblla Ta caMasi TOpHUYHAas, ¢ KoTopou HOu
Mbsi cronknaynack panslie. Korga FOi Maii yBunesna, KTO 3T0, Y Hee BO3HUKIIO IPEAYYBCTBUE, YTO
IIPOU30MIET YTO-TO IIoxoe. OHa He MOTr/a He TocMOTpPeTh Ha O3 HuH ¢ nogo3penueM. OHa He
uMeeT HUYero obiiero ¢ aTuM. [laxke Korga cynpyra HyaH, kotopas cnenuna 3a ®ait HuH B TeueHue
HECKOJIbKUX MEeCSIEB, JiexKajla Ha CMEPTHOM Ofipe, OHa He B3[poruyna. Uimu oHa mpocTo
OeccepredHoe YyOOBHUIIE.

[To kpaiinel Mepe, MuH fH 4yBCTBOBasia CTpax 1 6€CIIOKOMCTBO U3-3a 3TOM CUTyaI[uU. ITO OBIIIO
BUMHO TI0 ee nuily. OHa 4yTh He pacllakanachk, Korga nogymaina u Li3u 3p. K coxanenuo, HUKTO He
MOT ITOKMHYTh KOMHATY, I03TOMY OHA He MOTJja COIpPoBOXaaTh L3u Op.

[Ts# HaHb Me[JIeHHO IIOOOIIes K CIyKaHKe, ¥ C 3THM CyMacCIIe/IIuM BHpakKeHueM B I'Ia3ax
ClyKaHKa ITOYyBCTBOBAJIa, UTO OH yIApUT ee. BMeCTo 3TOT0 OH MOMPOCHJI OTIIA TIO3BOIUTH EMY
IIPOMIOJIKHUTE OMPOC, TIOCKOJIBKY KEPTBOM CTalla ero XKeHa.

HWMnepaTop m03BOIHUII.

"KT0 3a 9TUM CcTOMT? ¢ 3HAI0, YTO TaKas MajeHbKas TOPHUYHAS, KaK Thl, He cMorja OBl COeaTh 9TO B
oouHOYKY. [ToKa TH CKaXKelllb MHE UM, s He YObio Tebs. " Ero pe3kue X0J0gHEE CJIOBa IIPOH3UIN €€
KOXKY, IIOCHIIasl APOXKb 110 M03BOHOYHUKY. OHa yKpaakou B3rjagHysla Ha ®au HuH, a 3aTeM Ha FOu
Mbsii. 9To OBIIO TaK HE3aMETHO, YTO TOIBKO TOT, KTO CEPhe3HO CMOTPEII Ha Hee, MOT BUMIETh.

CrnyxaHKa MoJl4asa.
1511 HaHb ellle HECKOIBKO MUHYT [JOTIPAIlIMBAJl €e, HO HUYero He noOuscs.

Homuino mo Toro, YTo OH OB Ha IUKe pa3fpaxeHus. Ero cynpyra nexana 6e3 Co3HaHUS, a
IPECTYIIHUKA TakK 1 He Hamy. "OxpaHa! "OH MOJHSI PYKY, ¥ K HeMy Iog0eKau IBOe OXPAaHHUKOB.
OHM 0CTaHOBUIUCH NO3aAH CIyKaHKH.

TopHUYHAS UCITyTanach, KOTOa ero I1a3a BCTPETUIUCh ¢ HUMHU. "{ mato Tebe elrle oguH IaHc. Eciu
THI He CKaKelllb MHe... 51 T03BOJII0 Tebe XKUTh XyxkKe, ueM cobaka. Thl CKaxKelllh MHE, KTO Tebs
nmpukasan?"

Bce ee Tenno HeEMeIJIEHHO CKPIOYUJIOCH TIepef] HUM, CJIOBHO yIaBUIMK KaMeHb, 00eMMU pyKaMHu OHa
ynupanach B XOJIOGHBIM 11071, "Bale BricouecTBo, oxkamnyicTa, IoaauTe MeHsa. Y MeHs
OEeVCTBUTEILHO He OblIO BEIOOpa. f meicTBUTENbHO He 3Haa. " OHa BCXJIUIIHYIIA.

"Ckaxu MHe uMs, U 5 He yObio Te0s."

9TOro OBIJIO [OCTATOYHO, YTOOH OHA ITOJHSJIA TOJIOBY U IMOCMOTpPesa B cTopoHy HO#i Mboii. "4...4... g1
He X0TeJla, HO OHA 3acTaBujla MeH4."

"Kro? " CHoBa crupocun I1si1 HaHs.



" Cynpyra IlaH. "T'opHHUYHas OpoXKallMMU pyKaM# yKa3aja B CTOpoHy Ot Maii.
Bcs Tonma axHyna OT yKaca, KOTia OHU Hada/lu [TepellenThBaThC MeXay COO0H.
"Cympyra ITau?" OH BEITHYJI OpPOBb, I'/ISIfd Ha Hee.

[Tan KO Mait HememyieHHO Opocuiachk Buepen. "Jloxs! fd HUKOrga He BcTpedana Te0s paHbIie.
[ToyeMy THI Tak KieBellelllb Ha MeHA? " KO May gonpocuna XKeHIIUHY.

"Cympyra I1aH, Bbl 3Ha/IH, 4YTO MOSI MaTh 0OJIbHA U YTO MHE HYKHBI IeHbI'M. BBl CKa3asu, YTO eCld g
oTpasJto cynpyry HyaH, BE II03BOJIUTE MHE IIOKMHYTH OBOPEL, CO CTa 30JI0THIMU Tadnamu. " [ToToMm
rOpHUYHas nocMoTpena Ha [1sit Hausg. "Bamie BricouecTBo, Yy MeHS JelCTBUTENIbHO He OBITI0 BRIOODA.
Cympyra [1aH uckymana Mens. Ecnu 51 6yny Haka3aHa, TO U cynpyra [laH Toxe [0/KHa ObITH
Hakas3aHa. [Toxanyiicta, 6ygbTe cupaBefiuBh. " OHa Kprdajia O HeCIPaBe[JIMBOCTH. ['OpHUYHAS
IIOCMOTPEJIa eMy B I'Jla3a ¥ [Ipo4Jia B HUX COMHeHue. "Ecnu Baiie BeicouecTBO MHE HE BEPUT, TO
[OKa3aTenbCTBa ecTh y cynpyru [Tan. UyTh paHblle 0Ha NpuUlia KO MHE U caMa IIOCHIIana nygpou
nupoxHeie. " OHa GbICTPO yKa3asa Ha KO Mbaii.

[Tsi1 Haup noBepHynca K FOu Maii. "Bame BricouecTBo, Thl, KOHEYHO, BEPHUILD, YTO I HAUKOITA He
IpUUYMHIO Bpepa cynpyre HyaH. Kak M0XHO IpUHMMATSE CJI0Ba IPOCTOU CIIy2KaHKU 3a npaBhy? f TBog
JKeHa, Thl He MOKEIb ITPOCTO COMHEBAThCS BO MHe, BepHO? " II0TOM OHa yBU[Iesa BEIpaxkKeHue ero
r71a3 ¥ [OHsIIa, YTO OH COMHeBaeTcs B Hel. OHa cxKaJla KyJaku U CTUCHYyna 3y6wl. "Ecmu Ero
BhICOYECTBO IENMCTBUTEIPHO COMHEBAETCS BO MHE, HITATEe. MHe Heuero CKpuiBaTh. " CKa3asa OHa.

CnycTsl HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMUH, MIPUIITIa TOPHUYHAS, YTOORI TPOBEPUTD €€ Tesl0. MaleHbKUH
IIaKeTHK, MEHbIIIe ¥ TOHbBIIE NeTCKOM JIafOINKy, ObII BEITAINIEH U3 ee KapMaHa. ['nasa KOi Mo
PaCIIMPUIUCE.

" Bri30BUTE Bpaya, IyCTh IIPOBEPHUT."

VMnepaTpuIia mepBoi BCTymuack 3a FOM Mait. OHa CIyCTHIAch C JIECTHHIB X BCTana Mexny [1aif
Hanem u FO# Maii. "Haup, 370 omubKa, ¥ TEL 3TO 3Haews. IO Mal He u3 TexX, KTo cnocoOeH Ha
Takoe. BBl MOMKHBI TPOBECTH pacciiefioBaHue. Baiie BennyecTBo, cKaxkuTe 4To-HUOyb. "OHa
IIOBEPHYJIACh K MyXKY, KOTOPBIY TOJILKO HAXMYPUJICS.

" Ilpuni Haub-HacnegHbIN NPUHL, OyAyIIui uMIepaTop. ¢ M03BOJSAI0 eMy pacciiefioBaTh 3TO AETIO.
Ecnu oH He cMOXKeT gaxe 3TOr0 cOenaTh, MHE MMPUOETCS MEPECMOTPETh €T0 MO3UIKI0. " ITO BCe, YTO
CKa3aJ uMIeparop.

ViMmepaTpulla BHOBb ITOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOEI IOCMOTPETE Ha CBOETO ChiHA. "HaHb..."

Iepxach 3a pyKy uMmnepaTpuisl, 10 Msii nouyBcTBOBana Temno. "Mawma, ecnu Ero BeicouectBo
COMHEBAETCS BO MHe, 1 JOKaXy CBOI0 HEBUHOBHOCTE. "MIMIlepaTpulia IoxJjIonaa ee o pykKe,
3aBepsis, 4TO Bce OyeT X0poIIo.

"Baiie Brico4ecCTBO, s JeMCTBATENBHO He NTaja. YIUKY Ha nanbllax cynpyru Ilad. "BuroBaTas
TOpHUYHAA [T0Ka3asa MajbleM.

9TO MOTPSICIIO BCEX B KOMHATE, KTO HaOIOas 3a MPOUCXOOSIINM, 3aTauB Abixanue. [19i Haub
TIOTSIHYJICS, YTOOBI CXBAaTUTh €€ PYKY, KOTOpas Jepxkalia PYyKy UMIIepPaTPHUIILl, ¥ BOT OHA...IIyOpa o[
HOT'TSIMH.

FOit Mait HakoHel HoHsTIa. ['OpHIYHAs HApPOYHO HajleTella Ha Hee, yIasa CBepXy, YTOOHl 3aCyHYTh



IMaKeT IIOM IIJIaThe, a TEIIEPE ellle U ITIyapa IIO4 HOT' TAMH. 9T0 OBIJIO OT IMUPOZXKHEIX, KOTOPHEIE OHA
B3sJ1a.

HOit M1 B oTuasinuu nocMoTperia Ha [1o11 Haus. "I1air HaHb, TH Ke 3Haelb, 4TO 5 3TOr0 He [efana.
Bce aT0 651110 mopcTpoeno ®ait Hus. " 0 Mait ykasana Ha ciokorHyio @31t HuH, KoTopast He
IIPOM3HECTIAa HU CJIOBA.

®sit HuH He HYKHO ObIJI0 HUUETo TOBOPUTH, OHA 3Hasa, uTo [1sit Haub npupmeT et Ha momorb. Bee,
YTO el HykHO OBUIO cHeNiaTh, 3TO ©300pa3uTh HEBUHHOE JIUIIO.

" ITan FOu Maiu, Tel MeHs1 pa3odapoBaia. Ctpaxa! " [To3Ban [1su HaHb.

"OTBepuTe Cynpyry ITaH B KOPOJIEBCKYIO TIOPEMY 10 0COO0TO pacrmopskeHus. "ITo ObII0 ero
OKOHYaTEeJIbHOE PelleHue.

"Croit! ITa#t Haus, THI comen ¢ yma? Twl ke 3Haerb, [Tan FO# Mait HuKorga Okl TakK He IOCTYIIHTIA.
Ocobenno ¢ L13u Ip. " T'Y Iao Brimen u3 Toansl U codpascs O6s10 6pocuthes K [1ai HaHio u
BPa3yMUTh €r0, HO TYT 3aroBopun ummnepaTtop. OH He ObUI IypaKoM ¥ 3Has, 4To y npuHna Ilao Osimu
onmu3kue oTHommeHust ¢ FOu Moai. "IIpusir [1lao, Bo3Bpalaiics Ha CBOe MECTO. ITO KACaeTCs TOIbKO
npuHIa Hals u ero gomMouanieB. BaM He 1T03BOJIEHO CHOEeNaTh ellle OJWH Iar ¥ BMeIaThCs."

OH He 0CMeJMBAJICS UATH IIPOTUB OTIIa, KOTOPHIH SBHO OB HE B HACTPOEeHUU CIopuTh. OH 3Ha
Jydlile, 4eM KTO-Tu00 APYTroM, YTO eCJIM OH IOMBITaeTCS BMEIIAThCS, OTEl] YTAllliT eT0, ¥ OH He
CMOKeT HalTH [OKa3aTebCTB, YTo6b! crracTu FOM Maii. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH MOT TOJIBKO CXKATh
Kynak, HaOmomas, Kak FOit Mol BEIBOLSAT.

[Ipexpe yeM OXOTHO IIOCTIefOBaTh 3a CTpPaXXKHUKaMM, OHa Inaruysa K [1au HaHio u mocMoTpena Ha
HEero Tak, KaK HUKOT'Ma PaHblle He CMOTpesa. ITo ObII B3TJISAM IOJIHEIN 60/, pa304apoBaHus 1
raeBa. OHa mpoOopMoTasia CJI0Ba, KOTOPEIE MOTJIM CHIBIIIATE TOJIBKO OHHU ABoe. "JIuH I13i1 Haub, TH
Xy[ILINY 4eJI0BeK, KOTOPOro s Koraa-n0o BCcTpedasia B CBOeM XKU3HU. Thl TOBOPHIIIb, YTO
pa3ovapoBaH BO MHe? JTO 5 JOIXKHA CKa3aTh Tebe."
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