Ha cnenymoiee ytpo Li3u Op mepBhIM genoM HampaBunack K FOit Maiu. [TocnegHue HECKOIBKO OHEN
OHa OblTa OYeHb BCTPEBOXKEHA. EQUHCTBEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, C KOTOPEIM OHa MOTJIa IIOTOBOPUTH, OBl
Ot Msu. OHa He 3HaJjla, YTO CTONKHETCS ¢ X0y JIseM 1o fopore Tyaa.

Xoy JIa¥ TONIBKO 4TO 3aKOHYUII foKJIaawBaTh [15i1 Hanwo. OH ¢ pagocTeio cMesncs Hap [1au Hanem
Bce yTpo. [ToaTomy, Korpma ol yBumen L3u Op 1o APYyTy0 CTOPOHY TPONMHKHY, €T0 yNIbI0Ka 3acThila.

1131 9p ocTtaHOBUIACH, KorAa Xoy JIau Hanpasuscs K Hel. "[IpuBeTcTBYyI0 Bac, cynpyra Hyas."
[Tocne aroro, oH cobupascs yutu. LI3u Op mouTu ymycTuia mMaHC CXBaTUTh ero 3a pyKy. OHa ORICTPO
CXBaTHUJacCh 3a ero pykas. "Bcrpetumcs cerogus BeuepoM. "[IpomenTasna oHa. OHa He Gblya ObI
TaKoM cMeJioH, eciu OBl ApyTHeE JIONU CMOTPENN Ha Hee, HO celiyac Cc Hel Oblla TONbKO ee JIMYHasd
TOPHUYHAs.

"Cynpyra HyaHs, 60tock, 4To He cMmory. " OH monsiTancs yuTu. 113u 9p TonbKo Kpeliue gepKanach 3a
Hero. "O0e1rao, 3To OyIeT B IOCTeNHUY pa3. BcTpeTuMcs y mBoplia, o[ Hale uBo. " OHa
oTmycTuna ero u yuia. OHa OTKa3bIBanach CIyIlaTh, KAK OH OTBEPTaeT ee.

)%k

YTtpom B KOxkHOM ABOpIIE OBITIO OBOILHO 0XKUBIIEHHO. [Tan KOt Mai Oblyla TEIIO OfleTa C MEXOBLIM
I1aloM Ha mede. OHa cHfesa Ha Kadessax BO3jie CBOero ABopIia, moka Yy May TonKaa ee.

2Kanb, 4TO ee xopolllee HaCTpoeHue OBIJI0 UCTIOPYEHO HOBOCTSMU U3 [IBopiia uMnepaTpuilsl. KOi Mai
CHOBa OBlIa BbI3BaHA. JTO OB TpeTUy pa3 nonpsn. He To 4ToOs! 0Ha Oblia HELOBOJIBHA
UMIlepaTpuliell, HO OHa yCTajla 3aBapuBaTh 4ail. OHa 4yBCTBOBajla, YTO HUKOT A paHblle He
I10JIb30BaJIach 3amnsaCcTheM TakK 4acTo. C TAaKOU CKOPOCTBIO ee 3alfCThe IIOCTOSIHHO YCTaBaslo 0T
ofayy 4as.

Cups B kaperte, FOii May mouyBCcTBOBajla 4T0-TO 3/10Belee. "Jy Mal, Tel TOXKe YyBCTBYELIb YTO-TO
cTpaHHOe? Mmu 3TO TONBKO MHE KaxXeTca?"

"] Huyero He 4yBCTBYI0. CsI0113€, BB JOJIZKHO OBITH CIIUIITKOM MHOTO AyMaeTe? YTo MoXkeT OBITh
CTPaHHBIM, KPOMe TOT'0, UTO UMIIepaTpHlla BHe3anHo mosobuna Tebs. " Yy Maii 4eCTHO cKas3al el.
FO#1 Mboii crierka yoapumach JI00M.

"MMnepaTpuiia 1100UT MeHs, IIOTOMY YTO 5 KPyTOM YesioBeK. Bce, KTO MeHS BCTPETHII, 3TO IIOUMYT.
Tel cOMHeBaelIbCcsl B Moel yousuTenbHocTu? " FO#t Maii npunonHsana 6poBb, IBITasACh 3anyraTts 4y
Mbsii.

"KoHeuHo, HeT. Cs0113€e - Mydias jequ B ropope." [IBa 601bIIKX Malblla BBEPX.
"Ho... MHe BCe paBHO HEXOpPOII0. MBI MOJI?KHBI BEPHYTHCS U CKa3aTh, UTO 5 00JIbHA?"
"Csaongze!"

FO# Mboii momkHa Oblsla JOBEPSATH CBOEM MHTYUIMK. Tellepbh OHU CTOSIJIM Y BXOJHOM [IBEPU T'TaBHOTO
3ara. FOit Maii pe3ko IoBepHYyJa rojioBy U mocMoTpesia Ha Uy Maii, Kak Oy[TO TOBOPS: "9TO TBOS
BMHa. f momXkHa Oblyla BepHYThCS, Korfa Morja." Yy Maii Moria TOJIbKO CMOTPETh Ha ee HOTH, OT
YyBCTBa BUHHIL.

FO#1 Mboii uyTh He BHIPBajia BOJIOCH OT pa3odapoBaHus. Ho oHa yxke Ovina 3mech. [IyTu Ha3af He
6b110. OHA MeZJIeHHO, HO IPal[03HO Nofouia K HuM. "[IpuBeTCTBYI0 MaMy, "ClIafgKo I03[40poBaach
oHa. Ee Teno cnerka moBepHynocsk. "IIpuBetcTByio Ero BeicouecTBo." BEICTPEIM U 6€CUYBCTBEHHBIM



r0JIOCOM IIPOM3HECTIa OHa.
OH HaxMypuiIcs.

OH He BUMET ee IOYTH Heflemio. Pa3Be ee THeB He JOJIKEH OB yKe paccesaThcsa? OHa SIBHO fenasa
3TO HA3JI0 eMY.

"FOir Ma#, mpucaxusatics. " UMnepaTpulia cKa3ana.

Brino cBob6omHO OBa MecTa: ogHo Ois I19t Hausd, mpyroe gns umnepatputibl. OHa IBUHYIACh BIIPABO,
4yTOOBI CECTh PSAOM C uMmepaTpuilei. [1sit Haub 6611 ockopOrieH. Ho He OblJI0 BpeMeHHU YyBCTBOBATh
cebst 06uxkeHHBIM. OH OB 3[I€Ch, UTOOR TOMUPUTHLCS C Hel. KOHeYHO, C TOMOIIIbI0 er0 MaTepPH.

"¢ He Bupmen Te6s1 MHOTO OHEH, TH moxynena. "OH TOBOPUI HemocpeacTBeHHo ¢ KO Maii.

"V MeHsI HET HaCTPOEHUs eCThb ITOCIeqHNEe HECKOJIbKO nHel. [Ipomry mporieHus, 4To 6ecrnokoio Baiie
BricouecTBo."

"¢l He 3HaM, 4YTO y MaMbl cerofgHs OyfeT TocTh. 4 mpuiiesn, YToOb MaMa IompoOoBaja HOBLIE IECEPTHI
OT HeJJaBHO Ha3HAuYeHHOr0 1ed-noBapa. " 3aTeM oH noBepHYyJCcd K FOi Mau. "YBepeH, oHU
moHpaBsATCA cymnpyre I1an. Hageroch, y Bac CHOBa ITOSBUTCS alleTUT mocne easl.”" OH He MOT CKa3aThb,
YTO CIeIHaIbHO HaHSJT U3BECTHOTO moBapa ¢ [lanbHero BocToka, 4T0OGH ceaTh ee CYaCTIMBOM.

"Torga MHe oueHb IoBe3J10. " OHa SI3BUTENILHO OTBETHIIA.

ATtMocdepa GEICTPO CTala HEJIOBKOM. [laxke MMIlepaTpulla I0YyBCTBOBAJIA 3TO. ITO JEHUCTBUTEIHHO
BHHA ee ChlHA. HO MOCKOJIBKY OH IIOIIPOCHJI €€ O IIOMOIIH, Y Hee He XBAaTUIIO OyXY CKa3aTh "HET".

Wmnepatpulia nooxuna pyky Ha pyky Ou M. "FOir Maii. He 3nucsk 6omnbie Ha I1si Haus, nagHo?
[MTompo6y# HemHOr0 MOHSTE [19# Haust. Bompock!, Kacaromuecs HeIHeIIHel Hepa3bepuxu ¢ JIuaH,
Oblu OOJIBIITION TOJIOBHOM OOJIBIO [IJIsT BCEX B IMOCJIEAHHE HECKOJIbLKO MecsneB. HaHb OB CIMIIKOM
HaIpSIXKeH U MIPUHSJ UMITYJIbCUBHOE PellleHre. MyXK 1 XKeHa He JOJIXKHBE 00MKaThCS APYT Ha Apyra.
Kak BHI CMOXKeTe XKUTh B rapMOHUY B OyaymieM?"

"Mawma mpaBa! Cympyra I1aH, s GBI CTUITKOM OITPOMETYUB B CBOEM pPEIlIeHUU B TOT [IeHb. f He 3Halo,
KakK 5 JOJIXKeH 3arjlafiuTh CBOIO BUHY nepep To6ou. " [1ai Haub B3rnsguyn Ha FO# Maii. [Toka oHa
CKaXeT eMy, KakK 3arjaJuTh CBOIO BUHY, OH CHejaeT 9T0. [laxe eCid OHa IOIPOCUT €ro AOCTaTh
3BE3[Ibl /IS Hee, OH 9TO COenaer.

"d nonumaro. { He BuHIO Baiie BricogecTBo. Bate BricouecTBO eliCTBOBaId OT MMEHU Hapofaa, Kak
s1 MOTY BUHHUTb BacC 3a MIPUHATHE JOMOJTHUTEIbHBIX MEP MPEA0CTOPOXKHOCTH?"

Ona He maBana €My BOSMOXKHOCTH ITOIIEBETIUTHCS. OH HeHaBUET 3TO.

ITaxe kKorga nmpuHecnau gecept, FOu Maii nodTy He nprKacanack K HUM. OHa U30 BCeX CHUI CTapaiach
He ToAfaaThCsA. KyHKyTHBIE TUPOXKHLIE, BOASHBIE KallITAHE, IIeJIbMEHHU C KPacHOM (acombio...ee pyKu
yKe Havyasid HepBHUYATh. Ho ecnu 0Ha UX ChHECT, 3T0 6yieT paBHOCUIBHO IpoIeHui0. OHa Moria
B3SITh TOJIbKO MaJIeHbKHW KYHKYTHBIN ITUPOT.

[Tsit Haub 3Has o ee HaMepeHusx. OHa 6bUIa CyMacIlenes, U efa He Morja ee cOBUHYTh. OHa OblIa
ropasgno 6osee ynpsMmoi, 4eM OH oxupan. PeanbHas npobieMa.

[Tocne merycramuu uMIepaTpuiia mpoBoguia ux. "[19# Haub, MHe mpumeTcs M00eCIOKOUTh Tebs,



yTOoOH! THI 0TBE3 KOit Mait oOpaTHo. " OHa HameKkHyna. OHa cOernana s ChiHa BCe, YTO MOTJIa.
Huyero He momorarno. Temepsb OH caM [0JIKeH Obi yTemuTs FOU Maii.

FO# Mot u I1a#1 Hanb mimu 60K 0 00K K TJTaBHBIM BOPOTaM, TOe UX XKIalIu OBe KapeThl. YBUOEB, UTO
OHa cobupaeTcs 3alPHITHYTh B CBOIO KapeTy, OH OLICTPO CXBATHUII €€ 3a 3amsicThe. "MaMa momnpocuia
MeHS OTIIpaBUTh Te6s1 momou. [Toexanu co MHOM."

"9T0 TOMBKO mocTaBUT HeymobcTBa Ero BricouecTBy. 4 He cmero."

Yy Mboii u @31 YKy cMoTpenu cO0Ky, KakK UX X03si€Ba Ipenupanuch. OHM He 3Ha/IM, BMEIIUBATHCSI UM
UK HeT. X rocropa MOTJIu IPENnupaThCs 10 CaMoit HOYM.

"9T0 He HEYmoOCTBO, camuTeck. " OH Havasl TAlllUTh ee K CBoeMy 9Kumaxy. Co Bcell CBOel 3Hepruen
OHa cTosiyia TBepmo. "f He xouy!" Ecnu oH He coOuparscs CayInaTh YeI0BeYeCKUH SI3bIK, OHA TOJIBKO
MoOTJia Tpy60 TOBOPUTH C HUM. ITO 3aCTaBUJIO €T'0 IIOBEPHYTLCS K HeM muiioM. "UTo? " OH HaxMypui
OpoBH.

"¢ e ckasasa, 4TO He X0uy. f He X04y OBITH B OIHOM KapeTe ¢ To0O0. Pa3Be TH He MOHUMAEIIIh
YeJIOBeUECKUH SI3BIK?"

"[la, TEI IpaBa. f He TOHUMAIO YEeJI0BEYEeCKOro A3blKa. 1 IOHKMMAal0 TOJIBKO TO, YTO X04y MOHATE. " OH
C CUJIOY LIBHIPHYJI €€ Ha IIJIe40, KaK MeIIOK C PUCOM, U HallpaBUJICS K cBoel Kapete. "[1a11 Haub!
Hewmennenno otnyctu MeHs."

Yy Mait 6sicTpo cpearupoBaa. "Csoize! " OHa Haydasa IIpeciiefoBaTh CBOIO TOCIOXKY, Korga ®an
Yy BCTan nepeq He. "OTO BOIPOC MeXAy [OCIOgaMy, HaM He [103BOJIEHO BMeluBaThCA. " OH
XOJIOOHO HAIIOMHUII eX.

"Thl MOZKeIIb CKa3aTh 3TO, IOTOMY YTO TBOY XO3SMH HE TOT, KeM I0JIb3yI0TCs. " OHa OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro
TIaOHSIMHU.

B To BpeMst Kak OHU Haya/Iu CIOPUTh, [19# Haub yxe mocagun negu Uy Mait Ha nomags. OH
mepepe3a’t MoBOIbs, IPUBSI3aHHOM K KapeTe JIOIIaAu KMHXKAJIOM, KOTOPHIH ObIT B KapMaHe, U CeJl.
BOT Tak OHU ¥ OTIIPABUJIUCH B Iy Th.

®om 11310, HAKOHEII, OTCTYIIUI B CTOPOHY, YBUIEB, KaK ero rocrnoguH coexan ¢ KOu Maii.

"Csouze! " Uy Mboii mo3Basna. He ObIJI0 CMBICTIa TOHSTHCSI, OHM OBLTM CIUIIKOM Janeko. OHa Mormia
TOJIbKO BEIMECTHUTbH CBOU I'HEB Ha 4ejioBeKe, KOTOPHY ux oTnycTus. "®3I3H Y2XKY! Kak Th MoXkellb Tak
6eCCTHIIHO TT03BOJIATh IPUHIY [TOXUIATh MO0 Jlequ?"

OH MOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY TO BIIPABO, TO BIEBO, KaK 6yaTo 4TO-TO McKas. "Iloxuinenue? I'me? " OH HEBUHHO
CKPECTUJI PYKHU Ha TPYOU.

"THl...THL.. " Uy Maii Oblla Tak 371a, YTO MOTJIa TOJIBKO YKa3aTh Ha HETO.

"9TO0 He Ha3bIBAETCS MOXUIIEHNEM. JTO Ha3bIBaeTCS "MyXK IBITAETCS BEPHYTH CBOIO XKeHy". Kak Thl
MOZKelIllb 3TOT0 He MoHUMaTh? CyOs 10 BCeMY, Thl HUKOTTIa paHbllle He BI06s1ack, BepHo? " OH
IPUABUHYJICS OIUXKe K HEH.

"Xa! Y T8I roBOpUIIL TaK, OyaTO BII06GIsAICS paHble. KTo MOXeT mo6UTh TAKOTO JKECTKOT0 U
YIPSIMOTO jlaKesi, Kak Th? XM! " OHa OTTOJIKHYyJIa €ro U yIlja.



®s1 Yxy noTtep rpynab. TOIBKO YTO OHA MCIIOJIb30Basia CUITy, YTOOR HaJaBUTh HA Hero. KTo 3Haun, 4To
y Hee CTOJIbKO CUJI i1l MaJIeHbKOM NEBOYKHU.

Brumanwue! ITOT mepeBod, BO3MOXKHO, eIlé He TOTOB.
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