Aprum u panHuUM yTpoM, KOt Mait HuKoraa OBl He IToyMasa, YTO ee BRI30BYT B OOJIBIIION 3a
yMIepaTpuikl. OfeTas B CBETIIO-PO30BOE IBOPIOBOE miathe, KO Mait cTosina mepef uMIepaTpuIes.
HWMnepatpullia cupesa B IypPIYypPHOU TyHUKE, YKpallleHHOM 30JI0THIMU YKpalueHusaMu. OHa cupgena
O4YeHb BBICOKO Ha CBOEM MecTe, HeOpezKHO OTIuBas dail.

"FOit Mait mpuBeTCTBYeT MaTh." Co Beeil cBoeit cuoit, FOM Mait mpu3Baa caMblil CIIafKHil FOTIOC B
CBOMX KPOIIIEYHHIX JIETKUX. Bce, 4TO OHa mony4una, ObUI IIPOCTOM KUBOK.

ViMmepaTpulla TUXO ITOCTaBUIIa YallIkKy oOpaTHO Ha OIrofille ¥ MpuKa3asa ropauyHoi Tao FO 3abpaTh
ee.

"Upu csigp." Hu B rpyOoM, HU B XOpOIIIEM TOHE, UMIlepaTpulla mpu3Baina it Maii.

HwmnepaTtputia ouenusana O Maii cBepxy HOHU3Y, II0Ka He BCTasa lepen Hed. UTO ee CHIH yBULETL B
aron xKeHmuHe? OHa He Oblyla moOpomeTenbHOM, Kak L3u Ip, KpacuBon, Kak ®ait Hul, unu
IIOHUMAIoIeH, Kak MuH fJH.

"Hemmoxo. " OHa HeGpexkHO Opocuia 3amedanue. KO Maii cMoTpesia HajleBo U HallpaBo, HAXMYPHUB
OpoBu. He mmoxo? YTo 3TO 3HAUYUT?

"He paccabnsiiicss ¥ BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU IIPUXOAK 3aBapHBaTh MHe dai. " MMmepaTpuia
OTKAIIUISIaCh U OTBEPHYJIACH IIOC/E TOTO0, KaK OTHasa IIpuKas.

HOit M1 He 3Hasa, MOMXKHA JIM OHA YTO-TO MTOJ03PeBaTh UIM PafoBaThCs. Ee CBEKPOBD MEITANach
IIOMUPUTHCS C HEU WJIK 3aMBIIIJISgIa YTO-TO MPOTUB Hee?

"Mawma, s He ocMeJIiBaiock. Moii 4all He COOTBETCTBYeT CTaHgapTaM. boioch, B OyAyIeM s TOJIBKO
ucropuy tebe HaCTpoeHUe CBOUM ropbKuM daeM." FOit Maii oTogBuHYIa cBOU 00513aHHOCTH. Ecnu OBl
3TO0 OBIJT aKT CBEKPOBHU, OHa OBl n30ezkaa ero 1000 neHoi. KTo 6bl 3HaJ, YTO 3TOT ee "CKPOMHEBIN"
TIOCTYTIOK B OTBET BBI3OBET OCTPHIN BITJISIA.

"TBOM Yall He Tak yXK IJIOX. EC/IU TH AeUCTBUTEJIBHO AyMaelllb, YTO OH IIJIOX, IOTPEHUPYUCS Iepen
npuxonoM. " OHa He octaBusa O Mait BeIOOpa, TOBOPSI CHUCXOOUTETEHEIM TOHOM.

YBumeB spkue riasa i Maii, uMmmepatpuila OLICTPO Cejla, BEICOKO MOTHSB nmogdopomok. OHa
BBLICOKOMEPHO OTKAIIISIIACh elrle pa3. "TBou HaBHIKK LIMHB yKACHH, 1 HAy4dy Tebs, KOrma y MeHs
OymeT cBo6omHOE BpeMs."

"Boxe mou! "Ilogymarna FOu Mau. [IpocTo B3rIAHYB Ha JIUII0 CBEKPOBY, OHa IIOHSAJA, YTO 3Ta
JKEHIIHA MTHITAaeTCs 3ar/IafiuTh CBOI BUHY. OHa Obllla TaKOM HEYKITIOXKEHN U JKeCTKOM, HO 10 KaKOH-TO
npuunHe O Msii Haminla ee 04apoBaTENIbHOM B 9TOT MOMEHT. MATKUY CMeX BBIPBAJICS y HEe 130
pra.

"Hapg ueM ThHI cMeelnbes?" iMmepaTpuiia OICTPO OTPHI3HYIach Ha Hee.
"Huyero. {1 mpocTo cyacT/IMBa, YTO MaMa IIOTUXOHbKY IOTerena Ko MHe. " OHa J1erko o0bsiCHuUMA.

"KTO cka3zaj, 4To 5 nmpuHsia Tebs? I mpocTo mpuIia K BEIBOAY, YTO THl He TaK pasgpakaelllb, Kak s
aymarna."

"Xopo1uo, xopotro. ITpoury npoiierus 3a cMmex. Ecnu Mama xo4er 4alo, s Ipuny 3aBTpa yrpoM. Ho... "
OHa 3aMoJjT4yajia ¥ IPUILYpUsach, TN Ha UMIIepaTpUlLy.



"Ho uTo?"
n 1 el e e
Ho moyemy ThI Tak goOpa ko MHe?" KOt Maii HaKJIOHUJIacCh BIepef, Kak MaJeHbKIM peOeHoK.

B3pox 1mo0ka mOKUHYN poT uMiepaTpulibl. "Xadd! Ecmu 661 KTO-HUOYOb yCrbiian Te6st, OHU OBl
ofyMaJiu, YTo S IJI0X0 ¢ To6oM oOpaiasnack. A m10xo ¢ To0oi obpalanach? " oHa OBICTPO
3alIUTHUIIACK.

FO#1 Mboii Moria TONBbKO JIYKaBO YABIOHYThCS eii. iMmepaTpuiia ObICTPO 00BACHUIACH, IPeXKAe YeM
nmo3Bonuna i Moii onepenuth cebs. "He moiiMuTe MeHs HeIpaBUIbHO. []e0 He B TOM, UTO THl MHE
HpaBuilbCcs. [locnegHue HECKONIBKO JHEU 51 YYBCTBYIO, YTO THI HE TaK yX Ijioxa."

"4 mormmaro." Ot Mai chemnarna BU, YTO IOHSIIA, ¥ KUBHYJIA I'0JI0BOM. Eciu oHa u manbiie OymeT
IPa3HUTb CBEKPOBB, TO 00SITIACh, UTO T B3OPBETCS.

Tomnpko mocne Toro, kak FO# Maii noKMHYyIa KOMHATy, UMIIepaTpUlla, HaKOHel], ocyiabuiia
O6ouTenbHOCTh. HenoBKoCTh. 9TO yOUBaso ee Bce 3To BpeMs. iMnepaTpuila He Oblyia U3 TEX, KTO
OymeT mpsMO U3BUHATHCS, HO HaMeK Ha MATKOCTh B ee I'Jla3ax ['OBOPWUJI, YTO OHA IIOTeIIela 110
OTHOILIEHHUIO K Tpob6eMHoi cynpyra IlaH.

"Ee BricouecTtBo, " nogonuia Tao IO, ee cinyxaHKa.
VimmepaTpuiia B3goxHymna. "OT1oT pebeHoK. 1 Obljia CIUIIKOM CypoBa C He#?"

"Ee BricouecTBO fenana TOJBKO TO, YTO BH cuuTanu jayunmm s Ero BeicouectBa Ilpunia Hans.
KoHeuHo, HUKTO He OymeT BUHUTD Te0s."

9TH mocNefHNEe HECKONIBKO JHEH, poBefeHHbIe ¢ IO M3, TONbKO 3aCTaBUJIU €€ MOHSATh, KaK OHa
omrmOanack. [lake Korfa OHa pyraja ee, OHa He TIOKa3hiBaJla HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB I'HEBa WU O0UIHL.
Bmecto atoro FO#t Maii paioCcTHO IIPOAOJIKKIIA U laXKe OpOCHIa HECKOIBKO YMHBIX 3aMe4aHu.
Wuorga IOt Maii HaMepeHHO CphiBajia HETIPaBUJIbHYI0 HUTh Ha L[uHb, YTOOH JOCAOUTh €,
MMIIepaTpulla 3Halla 3TO, HO He ToBOpuja. MmmepaTpuiia mpoOsiia Bo JBOPIE JOCTATOYHO [IONTO,
yTOOBI TPOYECTh ee HaMepeHusi. Eciu Ovl He ee npenyOexmeHue npotus KOt Maii, oHa Moria Obl
CKa3aTh, KaKMM 4YeJIOBEKOM OHa ObLyIa JaBHBEIM-TAaBHO.

HNmMmeTs TaKyIO 6833&60THYIO OyIIy BO OBOPIE OBIJIO He TaK IIJIOXO0, KaK OHa cebe IIpeacTaBIdia.

[To cpaBHEHUIO C TUXOM U coepxkaHHoU @311 Hun, KO Maii Oblna oueHb 0KUBIEHHOU. PeOEHOK B
rny6use gyum. OHa IedCTBUTEILHO Oblla CIIUIIKOM IIPeB3aToN, yeM Oosble aymasna 06 atoMm. Ecnu
Onl [1911 HaHb He TOMIPOCHUI ee IIPOBECTU HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHu ¢ FOit Mai, oHa Ob HUKOTIa He MOHSa,
HACKOJIbKO 0e33a00THOM 1 sipKo# Ovlna FOu Maii.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero craTtyc: mepeBoj pefakTHPyeTCst
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