Kaxk Tonbko B301110 conHIle, [1ay Hane ykKe CTOSAN y BOPOT B CUHEM OfEesSHUU IPOCTOJIIOIUHA U
nporancs. Bee 6bimu Tam, ®ait Hun, L3u Op u Mun dub. OHY He 3a0BITM HAKPACUTHLCS U HABECTHU
KpacoTy Iepeq BCTpeyeu C HUM.

®o1t HuH OblyTa IEPBOM, KTO MOOIINIA, KOT{Ia OHA B3si/1a ero 3a PYKY U I0JIOKUIIa eMY B PYKY
KpacCHBIM MeIIOYeK C TajlucMaHOM. "Baie BricouecTBo, g cHesnana A Bac 3TOT TaaucMaH. OH
3aumTUT Tebsd Ha gonroM nyTy K JIuan. " [1sif HaHb KpenKo yXBaTUIICS 3@ TaJlUCMaH ¥ o01arogapul
ee. Mun dHb foXK[Oanack CBOeU oUyepeny, Ipexae YeM OHa MOAOLIIa K HEMY U C CaMOU SPKOU
yNBIOKOM TOXKenasna eMy cuacTiauBoro nytu. OHa He Oblla Tak MOATOTOBNeHa, Kak @3t HuH, mosaToMy
He MpuHecsa nomapok. "Korma Baie BEHICOYECTBO BEPHETCS, ST IPUT'OTOBIIIO BAM BAIIlH JTIOOMMEbIE
6moma. " MuH fIHbL IpofoIXKaa TOBOPUTb.

"OH. { c HeTepHeHUEM KOy 3TOrO."

Haxkosnern, 113u 9p mogoiia K HEMY U HeXKHO B3sJIa €ro 3a PyKy. "BriCTpee BO3BpallauTeCh." ITO
OBLIIO BCe, UTO OHA CKa3asla, Ipexje 4eM OTIYCTUTh ero. M3 Bcex Tpoux oHa Oblyla HAauMeHee
JIaCKOBOU.

Iaxe xorma [1s#1 HaHb cen Ha joMIagb, OH MPOMOIKal CMOTPETh Balb B CTOPOHY 3asa. [Jaxe Korma
€ro CIIyTHUIIBI TOBOPUJIM PaHbIIle, ero rjaa3a He MOTJIM IepecTaTh CMOTPETh Ha I0XKHYI0 CTOPOHY, KaK
Oy[TO OH Yero-To UM KOro-To Kpall...

Tem BpemeneM ITan FO#t Maii Ovlna B CBoet KOMHATe, [IeJIOBUTO HafleBasi CBOM MYXKCKOM Hapsm.
Osopnas [Tan FOit Mait He Mora HOXKAAThCA 0The3[a MyKa, YTOOB TOKUHYTh OBOPell. Bhiyio TOIbKO
yTpO, HO OHa BcTaja. OHa Oblna CIMIIKOM B3BOJIHOBaHA, YTOOH cniaTh gosblie. [IpocTo BooOpa3us,
KaK OHa CMOXeT IOompo0oBaTh BCIO 9Ty YINYHYIO ely, 3aCTaBUJIa €€ alleTUT NPoOyIUThCS.

Ona OnlsTa 0fleTa B KOPUUYHEBOE OfesTHUE ITPOCTOJIIOAMHA C BHICOKMM XBOCTOM. 3aKOHYMB, OHA
HETepIIeInBO Cella U CTana XKOaTh...d KAaTb. FOu Maii moHATUS He uMeJla, Korfga yxomutT [1su Hans,
¥ II09TOMY IIPOIOJIZKaja XKaaTh, TIOKa He yOegunach, 4To oH yires. Eciau Obl OHa MOIITa K HEMY, TO
3Hasa Obl, uyTo [13#1 Haub yImen TpuanaTh MUHYT Ha3a[.

Bes ocoboro 6ecrnokoiicTBa KOt Mai mocTaBuiia TaOypeTKy mnepeqn 3agHUM OKHOM, CTyIas Ha Hee,
KOT'7la OHa OTKpHIIa OKHO. CTOST OQHOM HOTOM Ha nogokoHHKKe KO Maii Gblyia rOTOBa BHIIPHITHYTh. K
CYacThi0, OKHO B ee KOMHaTe He Obl10 BbICOKMM. OHa MOTJIa BHIIPEITHYTh B OKHO, He BCIOTeB. OHa
cobupasack IPOCKOIb3HYTh Yepe3 3agHIOI0 IBEPh He3aMeueHHOH. ITo Obl cpaboTaino, ecnu O He Uy
Mboii, Oeraromias ¥ Kpuyaias Kak MaHbsIK.

"Csaou3e!"Kak pa3 BoBpeMs, Uy Mboii oTKphia gBepsh B crianbHIO F0it Maii. Co CKOPOCTHIO CBETa OHA
nobezkasna K cBoel rocrnoxe. FOit Maii mocraBuia pyryo HOT'Y Ha TOJOKOHHUK, COOMPAsCh
IIPHITHYTH, HO OblIa mo¥iMana Yy Maii. Uy Mait 3afibixanack, KOTHa ee pyKa Oblsia BEITSHYTa, KPEIKO
mepxach 3a mosic FOM Mbaii.

"Uy Mait! Otnyctu." FO#t Mait cepauTo 0o6epHYIach.
"Trr He MoxkeIlb Csomnze. " OHa ImoKadasa IroJIOBOH.

"OTO eIMHCTBEHHBIN pa3, Korga g Mory mourpats. Ornyctu. "OHa yOpaia OgHY PYKy OT OKHA U
IIOTSHYJIa OPYTYI0 CTOPOHY mosica. Uy Maii noTaHyna Ha ce0s. F0i Maii moTsiHy1a B OTBET.
"OtnycTute MeHs."

"Brl He MOXeTe, UHauYe MHI 00e OymeM B Oefie. IMIiepaTpuila MOMpoOCKIIa Ballero mpucyTCTBUs."
Bremmanuna Yy M.



[MMmnepaTpuia?] Ot Maii Ovlnia 3aCTUTHYTa BPacCIlJIOX, OHA [aXke ocjiabuiia XBaTKy Ha mnosice. Uy
Mbsit, ¢ Ipyroii CTOPOHEI, TSAHYa ¢ 60JbIIoN cunoi. OHa MOHATHUS He UMena, uTo ee Jlemu
cobupaercs ornyctuthb. "Ox!" I'maza Uy Moii pacmmpunuchk B ykace, Korga Ha Hee 00pyIIuiach
napatomas FOu Mau. *Kpax* Uy Mosii u 10 Mau ymanu.

Kankast FO# Mo OTKphIIa I'1a3a, MOHSB, YTO C Hel Bce B mopsagke. {MHe He 001bHO? Kak 3T0
MOZKeT OLITE?]

"Csion3e, THI CIIMIIKOM TsizKenasi. BcTaHb ¢ MeHs.- " Ecnu oHa ObIIa XKajKoi, TO, YTO YK T'OBOPUTE IIPO
ManeHbKy10 Uy Mbii, KOTOPYIO UCII0/Th30BaJId KaK MOTYIIKY?

"Uy Mboii, TH B mopsigke?" KO Mboit GpicTpo cne3ya ¢ Hee. OHa MOAHSTA PYKY, YTOOH moMoub Uy Mai
nofgHSThCS. "3 Tebs momyuniach Helioxas rnoaymka. Mue He 60mpHO." Uy M3l Hafiynacs,
Habmoas, KakK ee Iequ OBaXIbl TPoBepsieT ce0s Ha Hanmuyue MoBpexaeHuii. Kak ee memu mMoria
HaUTHU BpeMsd [JIs IIyTOK?

Kak Tonbko oHu 06e mpuiny B cebss, Uy Maii, HakoHeI], BCIOMHUJIA, I0YeMY OHa BOIIZIa B KOMHATY
cBoelt nenu. "Ee BricouecTBO x04eT 3a0paTh BCeX HEBECTOK B ropofl. B ToMm uucine u Bac."

FOu Msit HaxMypunacse, Korga ychnsliana 3To. Koredro, oHa ocnslanacse. "[louemy?"

"¢l ToxXKe He 3HAI0, HO MHe CKa3aju, YTOOH TH Hafiesa 9Ty ofgexay. " Uy Mai cnycTunack BHU3 U
B3sJ1a ITOTHOC, KOTOPHIM OHa Opocuia HeKOTOpoe BpeMs Ha3afl, Koraa yBupena HOu Mboii,
BbIJIE3AIOINYI0 Yepe3 0KHO. FO M3l mocMoTpena Ha Hero. ITo Oblja 0YeHb IPOCTast ¥ IPoCcTast
7aBaHOoBas ofexkaa. "OHa XOUeT 0CTaBaThCS CAEePKAHHOU? " 9T0 OBIIO eMUHCTBEHHOE BO3MOXKHOE
00BbsiICHeHNEe BEIOOPa OgexXKIH.

"¢ He 3Ha0."

"3abynmp 970." KOit Maii B3siyta ofgexkay. "ITo He UMeeT 3HaueHus. S coOMparCh BEIUTH Ha YIIHUILY.
[laBHEHBKO He BhIXOAusIa. MHe BCe paBHO, Yero X04eT 9Ta XKeHIrHA." C 04eHb ONTUMUCTUYHEIM
B3IJISIIOM, OHa OBICTPO Iepeofesiach B ONeXKAy ¥ HallpaBUiIach K I'TaBHBIM BopoTaM. Bce ObIu TaMm.
Ho Bce oHM OBbINIM OfIETH B IPEKPACHBIX MIEIK. B TOT MOMEHT, KOrja OHa yBHJie/la CaMOg0BOJIbHOE
BbIpakeHUe Ha JIille UMIIepaTPHUIlE, OHa MOHsJa cuTyanuio. OueBUAHO, 3Ta CBEKPOBH X0TeJa, YTOORI
OHa YyBCTBOBaJja cebs Xyxke [0 CPaBHEHHUIO ¢ opyruMu cynpyramu I19# Haus. K cyacThio, OHa He
3aboTunack 0 TOM, 4TOOK OBITH HUXKE APYTUX. YTo OB HU XOTEJa COejlaTh e CBEKPOBh, OHA IIPOCTO
cornacutcs. Ee HacTpoeHue Henmb3s Ob110 cOUTh. OCOOGEHHO C TeX Imop, Kak OHa Bhau. C Becenon
yNbIOKOM Ha JUIle OHa MPOMIOIKHUIIA CBOU Iy Th.

"TIpuBeTcTByIO TeOs, MaMa."

"Cynpyra IlaH, Bb ona3pgbiBaeTe. YTO g rOBOpHUIIa, ONSTh 3afepxKuBarnTe Hac? Kakoi HEBOCIMTaHHBIN
pebeHok. "MmnepaTpuiia [IuH He 3a0bina coenaTh el BHIroBop. KO Mait yCrbliana TUXoe XuXuKaHbe
1103ai¥ UMIEPaATPHUIEL. ITO OBIIM He KTO MHBIe, KakKk MuH Aub 1 @31t Hun. Yy Maii xoTesna yIapuTh UX
HECKOJIbKO pa3 U3-3a TOr0 YTO CIIYYHUJIOCH C ee JIeqU TOJBKO 4To.

"Mama mpaBa. 4 3amoMHI0."

FO# Mboii ObIyla TaK COCpeiloToYeHa Ha CBOEM CBEKPOBH, YTO He BHIEJa IPYroro YeloBeKa, CTOSIIEero
c60Ky. Ouensb crokouHsbi I'Y [Ilao nmopomren K Her. "Thl 3ueck? " Koneuno, I'Y [Ilao Gwin 3meck. B
OTJINYME OT Hee, OH IIPHILeI MOMPOIIaThCs CO CBouM OpaToM. "IIpUBETCTBYIO, HEBECTKA, " 04EHb
BeXKJIMBO MPou3Hec oH. "[IpuBeTcTBY10. " OHa KUBHYIA ronoBoi. OHa HeHaBU[eNa BECTH ce0s ¢ HUM
BEXKJIMBO, HO YTO OHU MOIJIH CHeJIaTh, KOT{la BCe I1a3a ObUIH Ha HuX. Eciu 6bI OHa MOTJIa, TO JIeTKHUM



IPYyKECKUM KEeCTOM yhapuia OB ero Mo pyke ¥ PagoCTHO IMOIPUBETCTBOBAIA.

"FO#t Mo, [Ilao uneT BMecTe ¢ Hamu. He HykHO OpaTh TOpHUYHYIO. MeHbIlle JTIofei, 0 KOTOPHIX
ctout 6ecniokouThcs." MnepaTpuiia pe3ko 3arosopuna ¢ Hel. Uy Maii mocMoTpesia Ha Hee Jedy, C
coxanenueM. OHa xoTesna yutu. OHa TakxXKe AyMasa o Xopoluei efie. Tellepb ee HaCTPOeHUE YIIajlo
[0 YXKACHOI'0 HeraTuBa.

"Kak nmoxemnaerte." FOit M3t cTuCHY/a 3y0Obl, KOT[]a TOBOPUJIA 9T C0Ba. Kak 0OHa MOTjia He B3STh C
c000¥ BTOPYIO IOJIOBUHY? ITa CBEKPOBb X0TEeJIa YCIIOKHUTD €M KU3Hb.

"Xopoiwo. Ecnu 370 mOHATHO. [laBauTe OTIPAaBUMCH B IIyTh."

Kapeta Ovlna §OCTAaTOYHO OOJIBIION, YTOOL BMECTUTh BCEX INeCTephiX. C OOHOM CTOPOHE! Oblla
uMmneparpula, ['Y [llao cnesa u @311 HuH cipaBa. 3TO 0CTaBUIO IyCTY0 CTOPOHY and FOu Mawu, 1i3u
9p u MuH d8s. 131 Ip cupena nocepeguHe, NOTOMY 4TO 3Haja, YToO MuH fHb He 0YEHB-TO
Hpasuiack FO# Mboii. [IBa Tenoxpanutens I'Y Illao 6biiu ¢ HUMH, KOTTla OHU BeJIU KapeTy B TOPO{.

He mpomimo u MUHYTH C Tex mmop, Kak ®ait HuH Havasna BecTu cebst Kak uaeanbHas 104b. "Mama, B
9TH OHU CTAHOBUTCS XOJOAHO. f mpuHecia Tebe o6orpeBaTeny Ha Cllydyal, eC/Ii Thl 3aMep3Helb. "
CyMKa, KOTOpPYIO OHa HecJjia paHee, Oblyia pa3Bsa3aHa. OfHa KpacHas ¥ ogHa yepHas My(Ta ObUIH
cIpsiTaHbl B cyMKe. UMnepartpulia [1vH BHTIAAETa HOBOIbHOM, YBUEB IPEKPaCHbIE IIETKOBLIE
MaTepHraJbl ¥ XJIOMOK.

"Hun @i, TH BCerfa OJyMaellb 0 MOEM 3[0POBbE, B OTIMYME OT Koe-Koro. Cracubo tebe. "
HMmnepaTpuila ¢ pagocThio B3sina y @it Hun kpacHyoo mydTty. FOit Msii ciemnana BUf, 4TO He
CTIBIIIKT. DTO 3aMedaHue ObIJIO afipecoBaHO eH, HO YTO ¢ Toro? OHa IpHIIlIa Ciofa, YTOOR
TIOBECENIUTHCS, @ He CITyIIATh MIOCTOSTHHYI0 O0JITOBHIO CBEKPOBH.

®s1t HuH cxBaTuna 4epHylo MypTy u cierka HakyioHumnack. "bpart Ilao, s TakKe npuHecina Tebe
opHy. "OHa JTaCKOBO IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. YausneHHwd 'Y [Ilao pamoctHO 3abpan ee y Hee. OH
IIPUBEIK, YTO OHA BCerAa JaeT eMy Bellu. B mpoImioM, Korfa oHa gaBaja 4To-To [1si HaHro, oHa
TaKXe flenana/maBajna u emy. "Cracubo tebe. " ETo ronoc ObI BEIIE 0ORIYHOT0, YTO 03HAYAJIO, YTO
KTO-TO OBIT 0O4€Hb CHUACTJIUB UJTM HOBOJIEH. "OT0 He mpobmema. C camMoro Havasa 5 MIaHUpPOoBaia
B35Th C c000it OpaTa [1lao."OHa 3By4asna oueHb HEBUHHO, 10 TaKOU cTeneHny, uto FOit Maii uyTh He
paspeiganach oT cMexa. Kakoi 3mpaBOMBICTISALINAY YeJIOBEK KYIIUTCS Ha TaKOW (paibIINBHIN XKECT?

[Tocne nonyuenus temnon mydTs, I'V Illao He Mor He myMaTh; ®ait Hun Oblyla KpacuBoi U
BHUMaTebHOU. "CecTtpa ®3ii HuH melcTBUTENbHO BAyMYnBa. HeynuBUTEIBEHO, YTO €T0 BEICOUYECTBO
671aroBOIUT BaM Kak HeBecTKe." MuH AHb Apa3Huna. OHU BUETBEPOM pa3roBapuBaIu MexXay co0oii,
Kak Oynro Li3u 9p u FOit Maii He CyIieCTBOBaIU.

9T0 He UMeTO 3HaUeHUs, ToToMYy 4uTO LI3u Op u IOt M3l THXO IIenTanuch MeXay coO0M.

"Cectpa IOit Maii, KcTatu, 4To Ha Tebe HamgeTo?" B ToT MOoMeHT, Korfia L3u Op yBupena it Mai
paHee, OHa yXke 3afilaBajiack BompocoM, nmodyemy FOi Maii Oblsia ofjeTa Tak IIPoCTo, Kak
IIPOCTOJTIONUHKA.

"Crpocu CBOI0 CBEKpOBb. " OHa S3BUTENHHO OTBETHUIIA.

"TonmbKO He TOBOPY MHE, YTO OHA OISAThH YTO-TO 3aMbIisaeT. " 113u 3p BomHOBanachk 3a FOu Maii. 3To
He OBIJI0 HeoXuAaHHOCTEIO. MMnepaTpuiia [IvH HUKOra He mobuia KO Maii ¢ camoro Hadania.

"M&I cKOpO y3HaeM..."



BuuMaHnue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.
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