[TepBoe, uTo coenana FOit Maii, Korga BepHy/Iach B CBOI0 KOMHATY, CHsI/Ta 00yBb ¥ HEIPHYJIA Ha
MSTKYI0 YOoOHY0 KpoBaTh. KT0 3Han, uTo [19#t HaHb oTmpaBuTcs B BombImoi gBopels
(MMmepaTopcKui IBOpEL), KaK TOIbKO B30meT cornHile. OHa Oblyia yBepeHa, YTO OH Celian 3T
crmenuanbHo. OHU COOHMPANIUCh TOJIBKO COOOIIUTh UMIIEPATPULIE O IIJTaHe. ITO MOTJIO MTO0KAATh, HO
OH c[iefiaz 3To, YTOOHI TOCATUTh €.

[Tpouwio Tonbko 10 yTpa, kak FO#t Mait BepHyIach. B 00bIUHBIE THU OHA CITajia IOYTH [0 TOTyIHS.
FO# M>sii B3sinia mOmyLIKy u oOHsIa ee, Kak dyejoBeka. OHa IBITaIach 3aKPHIThH Ha TJla3a.

"Csiou3e. Trl He MOXKellb 3aCHYTh. CIUIIKOM MHOTO HYKHO chenath." Uy Mau cxsatuna IOi Maii 3a
PYKaB ¥ IOMbITagach pa3bynuts ee. "Cso1m3e! " oHa mpogosKaia XajJoBaThCs. Yepe3 HECKOIIBKO
MuHyT FO#t M3l Oplna chiTa o ropiio. Bece, 4ero oHa xoTena, 3TO HEMHOT'O IocnaTth. "OCTaBbTe MEHS
B 1okoe. " [Ipo6opMoTasa oHa.

"Kak Tkl MOXKeIllb CIIaTh, KOT7Ia CTOJIbKO fen? Eciu TH He yCcTpouilb OaHKeT uMIepaTpulbl [11H, Kak
OHa X04YeT, KTO 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO 1pobyieM OHa HaM co3hacT. "Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa IbiTanach YPe30HUTh
FO# Maii. K cuacTsio, aTo cpaborano. KOit Mait HeMeJIeHHO OTKpHIa I'ma3a. OHa He OTKpEHIIA rjla3a
u3-3a npenynpexmnenus Uy Maii, a u3-3a HallOMUHAHUS, YTOOH IIPOBEPHYTH CBOM TPIOKHU. OHa Oblyia
rOTOBa IIPUBECTU CBOU IJIaH B JEUCTBUE.

Ona 6rICTpPO cesa B mocTenu. 3agas Uy Maii HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, OHa Oblla roToBa Ha4yaTh. "Uy
Mboii, g moHsa. 3anuinuTe Mou uen." Korga oHa XKagHO 3alKChiBajla CBOM UMEH, BEIpaXKeHHe IUlla
Yy Mait cTaHOBUIIOCH BCe TeMHee U TeMHee. OHa Obljla IOTpsiCeHa UAesIMU CBOel JaMhbl. Yero oHa He
3HaJIa, Tak 3To Toro, uTo IO Mol Onlyla MeHee CMeJIol, KOToa BhICKa3kiBasla cBoU umen. FOi Mait
X0Tefa crenaTh 6ombile, HO 9TO Oblyia uMnepaTpuiia [1uH, MaTh [1911 HaHs 1 ee CBEeKPOBB, IPOTUB
KOTOpPO# OHa cTpousa uHTpuru. OHa Tak MHOT'0 MOTJIa CHOEeJIaTh C 3TOM XKeHIuHoM. Ecnu 651 3TO ObliTa
@1t Hue unu MuH fHb, 3T0 ObINIa OB APYyTrasi UCTOPHS.

HNwmest geno ¢ camon MOTYH.IeCTBeHHOfI XKeHIWHOU B KrTae, 0Ha MOrjia TOJIbKO B3OOXHYTh U CMATYHUTDH
CBOH IIJIAHLL. DTO HE MOTIJIO OBIThH CITHIIIKOM OYEeBUOHEIM, MHa4Ye OHA JEeNCTBUTEIbHO Oblna OB
HaKa3aHa.

K Beuepy Uy Maii 3aKoHYMITa Bce 3anucu. [IpocTo B3rIsSHYB Ha ee JIUIO, 11000 MOT CKa3aTh, YTO
uneu KO Mait He ObUIM XOpoImKUMHU. "YOequTech, 4YTO He ITO3BOIMTE HUKOMY y3HATh 00 aToM." FOi
Mboii yka3asa nanbiieM Ha Uy Maii, cepbe3Ho mpenynpexaas ee. Uy Mait cnoxuna 6ymaru u
3acyHyna ux B pykaBa. "Ho Csou3se, TH yBepeHa, YTO Hac He noiMarwT? YTo ecnu uMneparpuna [1un
y3HaeT, 4TO THI CHeJlaia 3TO HapouHo?" ENMHCTBEHHEIN YeJI0BEK B KOMHATE, IePeXKMBAIOLIUN O
6e3onacHocTu o6oux Obita Uy Maii.

"Ycmoxkoiicsi, OHa He Y3HAeT, eC/u TH He cKaxelb." YyBCTBys cebsi XOpo1IIo, IPOCTO AyMasi 00 3TUX
nna”ax, FOu Mau oTkaTuiach Ha KpoBaTh, CKPECTUB HOTH B Bo3ayxe. *Priuanue* FOu Mau nepxaia
CBOM XKHUBOT, a 3aTeM ycTaBuyiack Ha Uy Mbaii. "4 Oblyta Tak 3aHsATa, YTO HaxKe 3abblyia moecTs. Kaxk s
MorJjia 3a0hITh I0ECTh Bech fieHb." OHa IIyTHuia, mpexye 4eM pa3fpaxkeHHO TOCMOTPeTh Ha Uy Mbaii.
"Kak Thl MOTJIa II03BOJIUTh MHe 3a0bITh ToecTh. " Yy Mali mouyBCTBOBala, KaK ee YelioCTh yIiaia Ha
non. Ee nenu mecTBUTENBHO BUHHIIA ee? "Cs0Ii3e, KaK TH MOXKEIs ObITh HACTOJIEKO OECCTHIMHOM,
yTOOBI 00BUHSATE MeHs. XM!" Uy M3t cepauTo CKpecTusa pyKH.

FO11 Moii mepeBepHyIach Ha KUBOT U yNIBIOHYIach MUJION, HO ceppuToi Uy Maii. "4 He xoTesna 3TOTO
menath. TH 3Haelb, YTO S He B ce0e, KOrma rojiogHa. [IpuHecu HaM efeL."

"YT10 TH XOUeIllb CLeCTh?"



"Bce, uTo 3axoyelb. Mul OymeM yxuHaTh BMecTe. " JIuio Yy Maii 3ar0pesiock OT BOJTHEHUS. " Mory
MIOJTy4YUTh BCe, 4TO 3ax0uy? Cepbe3H0? "['HEB, KOTOPHIM OHA YyBCTBOBAJjla, UCYE3 B Ty XK€ CEKYHOY.
Ona He Mora B 9T0 noBepuTh. Ee Jleau mo3BoisgsIa el eCTh BCe, YTO OHa XOTesla, U BMECTe C Heu?
910 OBINIO OEWCTBUTENBHO CIUIIKOM IIOKUPYIoIle. KTo Korga-HuOYyIb CIIBIIAN, YTOOR X035UH U CIyTa
enu 3a omHUM cTojsioM? KOt Mot Onlsla, HaBEPHOE, TIEPBOM.

[Toka ona xkpnana Yy Mbaii, FOu Maii cHOBa nerna Ha KpoBaTh, KakK JeHUBas Kielka. Hora, koTopas
Obla B BO3MyXe, Apoxkana oT kKoMpopTa. CaumkoM yooOHo, 4ToOH ObITh TOYHBIM. [103a, B KOTOPOH
OHa HaxXOOuiach, Oblla JajieKa OT JKEeHCKOM.

['poMKHii Kallenlb pa3facs B pyroM KOHIle KOMHATH. Bce erie paccrnabnennas KO Mboii He
oOpaTumna BHUMaHus. "Hy Mo, 10JI0KK BCe Ha CTOJ ¥ IIOMOTY MHE BCTaTh. " Bce elle ¢ 3aKpPHITHIMU
rja3aMy, OHa NMofgHsANa pyKy K Uy Moaii. [ToueMy oHa He OTKphLIa r'f1a3a? Ee rinasa MOrid OTHOXHYTh
ele CeKyH mecsiTh. Kaxkmgas ceKyHma cHa Oblyia [jisg Hee mparolieHHa. 9To Obln ee meBu3. Ciy, Korma
CMOXKeIllb.

"TTan FOit Moii. "FOit Mait 0TKpEINa I'/la3a ¥ yCTaBUIach B MOTONOK. OHA MOJIAJIACh, YTOOH! 3TO Oblla
npocto Yy Maii, KoTopas KaKMM-TO BOJIIIeOHBIM 00pa3oM u3MeHMIIa rojioc. Ee ronoBa MenIeHHO
TIOJIHSIIaCh JOCTATOYHO BHICOKO, YTOOH! YBUMETH, KTO 3TO OBIZI. Ha Hee CMOTpPET He KTO MHOM, KaK
pa3bsipeHHbI [1911 Haub CO CKpeleHHEIMU PYKaMu.

IBe cekyHpanl ciycts. Kak KOt Mait Tak GbICTPO BcTana? ITOT BOIIPOC OHa 3afaBana cebe caMa.
"Xexe, Ballle BEICOUYECTBO, "ee PyKH OLICTPO pas3rjaguiiu CKlagku Ha 00Ke. "UTo mpuBeno Tebs ciofa
Tak MMO3mHO?"

"¢ mpuilien mOCMOTPETh, Kak MPOABUTaeTCS OeHb POXKAEHN Moel MaTepu. " OH MOJOoIIeN Ha
HECKOJILKO I1aros Onuxe. "KaxkeTcs, B elle faxe He HavaIu."

"4 yxe 3akoHuna." OHa OBLICTPO OTBETUIIA Ha €T0 BOIPOC.

"O? Yxke 3akoHYUNIA? " OH CIIPOCUJTI TaK, CIIOBHO He moBepun eu. KO Mal He MOriia MOBEPUTH, YTO OH
He ToBepus eil. Paspe 0Ha HEJOCTATOYHO XOpOIIa?

"Bbl He IpeJI0XKUTEe MHE IIPUCeCTh? " 6ECKOPLICTHO CIIPOCHII OH.

"Caputech. " OHa MaxHy/na o0enMu pykaMu. Ee ryOnl IpUBETCTBOBAJIM €T0, HO pa3yM IIPOTOHSII eT0
Ipoub. JTO OBIJIO HAMMCAHO ¥ Hee Ha nulle, u [1311 HaHb yBupen 3To. Ho OH poCTO chenan BUA, YTO
HU4Yero He Buaut. FOu Mbaii cena psimoM ¢ HUM. "BrI 3gech, TOTOMY 4To..."

"Pacckaxku MHe, YTO THI IIpUAyMaja Ao CUX mop."

"9T0 cekpeT. OTO OymeT rpaHAM03HO, KOHeYHO Xke."FOit Mali ¢ ropaocThio 3aBepuiia ero. Ho I1ai
Hanb He noBepun eii. OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa 3aKOHYHUTH [IJTaHNPOBaHUE 3a OOHY HOYb. BOT moueMy OH
Ol 3mech. "FO# Maii, IpoCTO MpU3HAH, YTO TH ellle HUYero He npugyMmana. Eciou tebe CTHIHO
IIPOCHUTH O TOMOIIIHM, TPOCTO NIPU3Haiics, u s nomory tebe. "KOit Mail He 3Hasa, OTKyHa y HETro Takas
YBEPEHHOCTD. Y Hee BCe I0Jl KOHTPOJIEM.

"He 6ecmokorTechk 00 3ToM. {1 mpodeccruoHan B IIaHUPOBAHUY. " BobIlle T0X0XKe, YTO ThI
npodeccrHoHal Ha XUTPOCTH U MPoKa3kwl. [19# HaHb 6pOCHIT Ha Hee MOCTIeIHUN B3TIs,.

[Tepen TeM Kak IIPUITH, OH CUIEJ B CBOeHM KOMHATe U MeuTasl. Korga oH permnui, 4To cobupaeTrcs
nomoub KOt Mait ¢ 6aHKeTOM, OH y2Ke YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s CY4aCTIUBHIM. [[Ba Yaca OH CH[eI,
00JIOKOTHBIIKCH JIOKTEM O CTOJI ¥ ITOJI0KUB IIOAO0POIOK B pa3nyMbe. Tak MHOTO ClieHapHeB TOTO0, Kak



HO# Mai OymeT GrmarogapHa, KOTrfia OH IPEIOXUT el ToMoIIb. ETo mepBhIM clleHapueM OBINIO TO, KaK
FO# Mbait mpuKpHIBaeT PoT olenomieHHas. OHa Obla OIeioMIeHa, U3 ee I'a3 KaTUIKUCh ceskl. Ee
cnoBa emy: "I1a#t Haus, THl cinummkoM mo6p. bepy cBou croBa o6paTHO, Ha3kBask Tebss MenoyHbsiM. "Ho
II04YeMy peajIbHOCTh OKa3ajlach He TaKoii, Kakol oH ee cebe mpexacTasisn? OHa He IJlaKasa Cle3aMu
CYacThs; BMECTO 9TOT0 OHa Oblna mep3Koi ¢ HuM. Kakas TpaTa BpeMeHH, XKanoBasics oH. OgHAKO OH
He MOT IIPOCTO TakK YUTH, OH XOTeJl mopoboBaTs ele pas. " momory tebe 1mo coOCTBEHHOM BOJIE.
Bce, 4TO BaM HYKHO CHenaTh, 3TO IONpPocuTh. Tebe He HYKHO cMyImIaThCs. "OH rOBOPUII HCKPEHHE.
FO# M>sit cTpaHHO TOCMOTPEa Ha Hero. ITo OBII0 Hemoxoxke Ha Hero. [Touemy oH 6bl1 f0Op K HEN?

"Baiire BEICOYECTBO, HE CTOUT CITUIIKOM OECITOKOUTHCS. Y MeHs BCe IMof KOHTpoJieM. IToxkamyucTa,
yxogute. MHe HyK€eH OTHBIX, YTOOH 5T MOTJIa Pa00oTaTh IeHb M HOYb, KaK PaOBIHS, CIIeyolue
HECKOJIbKO fHel. "OHa He 3a0blIa ero MporHaTh. Kakoy 4yeoBeK B 37paBOM yMe [aeT KOMY-TO
3aJaHKe 3a TPU OHS 10 STOro?

[Ta#t Hanb mpourHOPUPOBAJI CKa3aHHOe €10. "f moBepio Tebe Ha CJI0BO, HO i 31eck, Ecnu Tebe HyXKeH
coBer." Yro eire Mor cuenaTh [13i Haub, KpoMe Kak yiTu. Korpa oH BoIIes, OH yXke OBIJI TOTOB K
toMy, 4To FOit Mali uckpeHHe nobnarogaput ero. Temeps oH coOupascs yXOouTh. Bcs aTa pamocTs,
pasnuBaloIasics B ero rpyau, 6sita pa3pyuleHa. OHa OyKBalabHO pa3faBuia BCe er0 BOJTHEHUS.

Bort Tak npomio Tpu gHS. KO Moii melicTBUTENbHO OblIa 3aHsSTa IJlaHWpOBaHueM OaHKeTa. Ecnu
OBITH TOYHHIM, 3a/la¥a OpraHU3alluy NMpa3gHrKa Oblna rmoBemieHa Ha Uy Maiu. FOit Maii 3anuparnack B
MaJIeHbKOM KOMHaTe BobInoro ABoplia C TOPHUYHBIMY U CIIyTaM¥ KaXKObIM OeHb, KOTHOa IPUXOAnIa.
BceM crykaHKaM u ciayraM, KOTOpbix coOpana KOi Maii, manu clieHapuit B IepBHI ke aeHb. Ilon
pykoBoacTBoM HOit Maii Bce yCepHHO peneTUPOBaly becy, HanucaHHyio Ou Mau gns
MMIIepPaTPUIIbL.

bankeT, HakoHell, Ha4yaJcs...

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: mepeBoj] pemakKTHPyeTCst
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