BoT Tak mpocTo Bce XKeHIUHL NOKuHYIU 131 Hans.

Hopora mo ropsl By Baii 3aHs1a 0K0j10 AByX AHeH. [1yTh oT ropsl By b3t mo JlosgHa OB mOITHM.
HyxHo Ovl710 Iepeceyds paBHUHH Yepe3 ropop Cuy, 3aTeM CJieloBaTh I10 JIECHOM TPOIIE U CAMUM
nogHSAThCS 1m0 100 cTymeHbKaM [0 BXoda B xpaM. [IyTemecTBue OBIJI0O YTOMUTEIBHEIM, HO KaXKIbIH
roxg MmmnepaTpuiia [IvH coBepiiasa fiBa NyTeIIeCTBUS Tyda Ha MOJIUTBY. ITO OBIJI0O eAMHCTBEHHOE
MeCTO, Ir'ie OHa IOoKJIoHANack. [Iouemy? [IoTOMy 4TO UMEHHO 3[€Ch OHA BCTpPETU/Ia UMIIEpaTopa, a
TaKxXke MOJInIach o0 pebenke. [I71s1 Hee 3TO OBII CKOpee CYaCT/IUBLIM XpaM.

Korpa FOi1 Maii mo4yyBCTBOBaJja, 4YTO KapeTy TONKAIOT JIOIIagy, OHa He MOrJjla He UCIYCTUTh B3[0X
cuyacThs. OHa MMONy4nsia iBe BEIN U3 3TOr0, ocBoboauBIIKCh OT [1a¥ HaHs u nyreurecTBys. 1310
Mus, myma B Ot Mai mio6uia myTelnecTBOBaTh CO CBOMM X035inHOM. OHa IOTpaTUIa MHOTO JIeT,
XofIst BOKpYT KuTasi cobupasi caMble JIydilre U caMble pegKue TpaBel. [10 MyTH oCTaHABIMBASIChH B
KaXIOM Topofie, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh JOCTONPUMeYaTeIbHOCTH. [IogyMaTh TOJTbKO, OHA HAaKOHEI-TO
cobupaeTcs CHOBa yBUAETh ropox CHy, OHa He MOTJIa ciepXkKaTh BOJHEHUS. ITO OymeT ee BTOPOH
BU3UT. He roBops yKe 0 TOM, YTO Ha IIEPBOM MeCTe OHa YCIIEeITHO IpPofasia CBOe IIepBOe CHOTBOPHOE.
Tonbpko mogymaB 06 aToMm, FO#t Maii moyyBCcTBOBala ropgoCTh. IHTEPECHO, XKeHIIMHa, KOTOPOW OHa
masna TabJIeTKy, BCe ellle C 3TUM MYyX4YKUHOU? KoHeYHO, OB TOMBKO OfMH CII0CO0 Y3HATh.

B To BpeMs Kak FOu My BcmoMuHasa XOpollirve BpeMeHa, 04eHb pa3fipaXkeHHas cynpyra BaH unu
Bau Mus fHb Opocasia Ha Hee 37104 B3TJIA[ C IPOTHUBOIOJIOKHON CTOPOHEL.

K cuacThio, eqMHCTBEHHEIM Y€JIOBEKOM B KapeTe, KOTOPhIH Obls1 HemoBoieH KO Mbaii, 6rina Ban Mun
Aub. Ha camom mene, Hyan 113u 9p Grizla 0ueHb pajia OKa3aThCsA B TOM ke KapeTe. OHa X0Tela
cnpocuth FO#t Mait 0 npegMeTe, KOTOPHIN eii 06elfany, HO YyBCTBOBajla Ce0sl CIUIIKOM CMYIIEHHOM.
L13u 9p, KoTopas cena psamoMm ¢ KOt Maii, mogBuHynack 671XKe U TONKHYNa ee pyKy. "Cectpa FOu
Mbsii, BB CIy4aliHO He IPUHECTTH apoMaTU4eCKri Melno4yek?" ¢ OOJIbIIUMY IPKUMHU TJla3aMH, OHa
JKafHO, HO TUXO CIIPOCHUia, 005Ch, YTO MUH AHB YCIIBIIINT.

"A¥is1, KaK s Mora 3a0rITh? f1 OblIa CIMINKOM 3aHsTa, S 3a0biia, "mpomrenTana KO Mai. ITo mpaBae
roBOps, OHa OblJla CIUILIKOM 3aHATa, yOeras, firaja, y Hee He OBIJI0 3TOTO B €€ MBICIISIX. ITO OBIJIO
JIETKO [T Hee, YTOOH clieNiaTh 9T0, HO ¥ Hee JeMCTBUTENIbHO He ObII0 MIaHCOB faXke COo3haTh ero. 4
MMeI0 B BUAy, KaK OHa MOTJla UMETh BPeMsI, KOTla KTO-TO IIPECIIENoBall ee.

"Bce B mopsigke, s MOTY IOOOXKAaTh", 3aBepuiia ee LI3u Op. IToka npomonkancs BeCh 3TOT pa3roBop,
Bau MuH fHb CMOTpesa B 3aMenIaTebcTBe. Korma 3To OHM TakK COMM3UINCE APYT C APYroM?
Cny4uiocs 4TO-TO, O YeM OHa He 3Hasa?

Ha npotsxenuu Bcero myty, FOit Moaii u 1]3u 9p Tuxo 6onTany, moka OHM IMyTEeIeCTBOBAIU 10
paBHMHAaM. JTO OBIJIO IPEKPACHO, paBHKHA, HATIOJTHEHHAS 3€JIeHbI0, 3TO OBUIO IIPeKpacHoe 3pesullle.
Topop JIosiH He MOT CPaBHUTHCS C 3TUM MUPHEIM U pPacciabisioniM KyCOYKOM 3eJIeHOM KPaCOTH.

[Tpoiias moT0OBUHY PaBHUHLL, OHUM OCTAHOBUIUCEH 0o0enath. [IpocTo momymas 06 9ToM, IOM Moaii He
Moryia xknmaTh. OHa rojiofiana Bech fieHb. Uy Mbaii, KoTopas Oblla B MeHbIlIel KapeTe C 0CTaIbHEIMU
TOPHUYHBEIMHU, OBICTPO Mmog0eskasa 1 IOMOTJIa e¥ BeITH U3 KapeThl. O0a oHM HAOIIOOan CO CTOPOHHI,
KaK CJTy?KaHKHU KaXIO¥ M3 HUX BHITAaCKUBAJIA TaPENKHU ¥ CTONUKHU. YTO-TO Ka3aJI0Ch HEIIPAaBUIbHLIM,
Kak Oynro KO Maii He Oblyla TPOUH(GOPMUPOBAHA O YEM-TO...

B Tenu nop mepeBoM cupenu Umnepatpuiia u ®ait Hun, obemas. ITog opyruM IepeBoM B HECKOJIBKUX
dbyTax oT Hee Oblya cynpyra Ban MuH fHb co cBouM 06e10M, HE CTOIb U3BICKAHHKIM, KaK
MMIIepaTpULbl, HO BCe ellle OYeHb anmneTUTHeIM. FOi M3 criblliana, KaK YpUuT ee XKeJjlynokK, HO rae
OnLIa ee ena?



3u Op nmomomna kK FO# Maii. "Cectpa KOt Maii, roe TBou 00en? " oHa CIIpocuia 03afaueHHo.
Cnyxanku L[3u 9p yKe HakpbiIu cTon U eny. OHa mopouuia K KO Mau mocie Toro, Kak ImoHsJIa, Kak
HEJIOBKO OHa CTOSJIa TaM.

"A? A monxHa OblyTa MPUHECTH CBOM0 exny? " M Op KuBHYIIa Ha ee Bompoc. "Pa3Be MaMa Tebe He
cka3zamna?"

KoHeuHO, 3TO ee CBEKPOBh Urpaja rps3Ho. IO Mail XxoTea IoamiofupoBaTh 3TON KEHIUHE, OHa Ha
caMoOM [fieJie IPOBepHYIa Takou ¢okyc. KOir Maii cepauTo IOCMOTpeia Ha CBeKPOBb. 2KeHIMHa
ynbibanack el Tak, CJIOBHO cMesinach rnocuaegHeit. F0it Mai nu3obpasuiia yiasi0Ky B oTBeT. Ecnu ee
CBEKPOBh XOTeJIa UT'PaTh TAKUM 00pa3oM, OHa ToXkKe urpasa Owl rps3Ho. "Cso13e, YTO MBI COOMpPaeMCs
nenats?" Yy Maii, KoTOpas C IErKOCTBHI0 CMOTIJIa MOHATh CUTyalldio, cipocusia. Heyxkenu oHU Tak U
OynyT romopgath? OHa He X0TeJla YMEPETh T'OJIOMHEIM IIPU3PAKOM.

"Cectpa HOit Maii, mouemy 6vl BaMm ¢ Uy Moait He moobenath co MHOM? Y MeHSI MHOTO,"

"Torma MHe IpupeTcs 3apaHee U3BUHUTHCA, "HOU May nocnenoBsana 3a L[3u 9p kK ee cronuky. HOu
Mbsii uyBCcTBOBasa ce0s MI0X0 U3-3a ebl, KOTOPYIo fgasna LI3u Op, HoO MBICIb 0 ee MyCTOM XKeJyaKe
OblTa elne xyxe.

Korpga uMmnepartpuiia yBufesna 3To, OHa IIpHUIIa B IpocTh. [IogeMy cympyra Hyan menuna cBoii 06ef C
FO#t M»sit? Pa3Be He Bce cymnpyru OBUIHM B IJIOXUX OTHOIIeHUAX ¢ FOi Mait? Kak o 3Toro momuio?
YBupes, kak cuactiausas FOu Maii ecT, oHa noTepsiyia anneTuT. C TPOMKUM CTyKOM OHa XJIOIHYJIa
JI02KKOU II0 CTOIY.

Ee mepBas IONHTKA caenats FOM Maii HeCcuacTHO# 3aKOHYHIIACh OYeHb GEICTPO.

FO# Mboii Bupena, Kak UMIIepaTpHIla BCTana 13-3a cTojla. OHa GBICTPO IOCIIeoBaia 3a HUMH, IIPexXae
yeM UMIIepaTpHUlia CMOTIJia BEPHYTHCS B CBOM ceflaH. "MaMa, "1ackoBO CKa3ajla oHa. MMnepaTtpuia
OCTaHOBMJIACH U IMocMoTpena Ha FOu M. "B uem meno?" FOu Maii chenana elle OBa Ilara, Ha 9TOT
pa3 B IIpefiefiaxX focAraeMocTy. "MaMa IPUTOTOBUTIA TaKyl0 BaXKHYIO II0€3[KY, YTOOBI IIOMOJIUTECS O
norope. f Toxe Xo4y NOMOJIUTHECA 3a Mamy."

"O? " MUMmmneparpuiia [1us ¢ m060IEITCTBOM BHTHYJa OpoBb. "Montock, 4TOOH B OyAylleM MaMa He
Obl1a Takou 3a0RIBUKBOM, "ynbIOHYMack KOU Mboii.

"Cympyra IlaH, 9To 3a yylIb BEl HeceTe? 3a0bBUMBa? " OHa SI3BUTEJIHLHO paccMesisiach. Eii HelaBHO
uctnonuuiocsk 40. 3abeiBunBa? Hukorma.

FO#1 Mboii cxBaTuila ee 3a PyKy 4 HeXkKHO morjaguia. "Tsl faxe 3a0bia COOOMKUTH MHE, YTO OBI S
IpUHeCa Moi co6CTBeHHbIHM 00er. Ecnu Bl 3a0bIIH JaKe 3Ty MaJIeHbKYIO eTajb, s1 60I0Ch TOTO, YTO
BEI 3a0yzeTe B OuKaiiiime HeCKOJIBKO MeCSIEeB. 4 Opefie/ieHHO T0IXKHa MOJIUTLCSA 3a MaThk, " O
Msi nofgpa3yMeBasia TOJIBKO OOHO, umiepaTtpuua [IuH crapesna. CTaHOBUIACh CMOPIIEHHON
KpeBeTKou. KoneuHo, maTh [1o911 HaHs ToxXe noHrMarsa ee HamepeHus. OHa IOMbITaNnach MOIIeBEIUTh
pykamu, HO FOit Msii kpenko mepxkanack. "He Hago, "cKa3ajla OHa caMbIM CIIOKOWHBIM rojocoM. FOu
M3 TakXKe CKa3alla CIOKOWHBIM IojocoM, " HacTauBalo, OJis 3TOPOBbSI MaTepu', OHa OTIYCTHUIA U
ropro yuna. Mmnepartpuna [IuH ¢ HeHaBUCThIO CKpyTUIla IaTok. Korga FOi Maii Hayuyuiace ¢ HeU
pa3roBapHBaTh? B MpOIIOM, HE3aBHCHMO OT TOT'0, KaK IIJIOX0 C Hel oOpamanuce, KOi Mai HUKorga
He 0CMeJIMBajlach TOBOPUTH C HeH. Tak 4To Xke 3TO OBbII0?

B cnepymoiel nonoBuHe MyTelecTBUs cynpyra Bas yrosopusna ®31 HuH no3BonIuTh ei
COIIPOBOXKMOATh MX B UX ceflaHe. DTO BHE3AITHOe U3MeHeHHe coBceM He Oecmokoumno FO#i Maii. Ha
caMoM fieJie, OTCYTCTBUE Cynpyru BaH B ee cefaHe Ob710 HaMHOTO yooOHee. To, YTO 3Ta XKeHIMHA



CMOTpeTia Ha Hee C OTBpallleHreM, pa3fgpaxaino. I0i Msii B KaKoK-TO MOMEHT faxe 00s71ach, 9TO OHa
"cry4alHO" BBIKOJIET Ijla3a Cynpyru BaH.

K Beuepy oum, HakoHel], npubsuu B Cuy. Ot Maii uyBCcTBOBasa, Kak ee cepfle ObeTCS OT BOJIHEHUS.
[Tpomwio Tak MHOIO BpeMeHH C TeX II0p, KakK OHa B IIOCJIefHUN pa3 Iprue3xaia ciopa. Korga ona
TIOfHSIa 3aHaBECKH, B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la ee Ijla3a YBUMENHU CIieHy, OHa Oblsia B BocTopre. Bece Obino
TaK, KaK OHa IIOMHUJIa HECKOJIbKO J1eT Ha3af. Kak Obl HU ObIJI0 TEMHO, TOPOL OB OCBEIlleH SPKO-
JXeNnTHMU (poHapsAMH, COBCEM Kak B TOT rof. Elle He cCOBceM CTeMHeJIO, TaK YTO CHApyXKu OBLIO elre
MHoOro mogen. KO Mai Bce ellle Moria BCIOMHUTD LIYMHBINM TOPOJ, HAIOJIHEHHbIN Mara3uHaMy, efou
U pa3BieyeHusMU. ToIbKO ogyMaB 00 9TOM, OHa He MOTJIa HOXKAaThCa yTpa.

KO Mo OyMaJlld, 9TO HOYb CKOPO 3dKOHYUTCs, HO HET, 3TOTO HE CITy4YHUJIOCE. y MMIIEPATPHUIIEI OBIIT
elre OOuH MaJleHbKUI CIOPIIPpU3 OJISA HEee.

OHH BOIIITK B CaMy0 9KCTPAaBaraHTHYI TOCTHHUIY BO BceM Cuy, Jlon MH. OduimaHT, BUOS, YTO €T0
TOCTH OBIIM OJIETHI B IOPOTYIO OfEekK Ay, MOT IIPEANOJIOKUTE, UTO 9TO OBUIH JTFOIH, O KOTOPHIX €MY
HY2KHO ObIJI0 3a060TUTHCS.

Y on oka3zasics npaB. IMEHHO OHU CHSJIU B apeH[y BeCb TPETUM 3TaX, Ile HaXOOUJIUCh JINYHEIe
KOMHATEHI BaXKHBIX IepCOoH. OOuH 3a APYrUM OH IIPOBOAMII UX B KOMHATHL. IlepBas KOMHaTa focTanach
cynpyre BaH. Korpma oHa OTKphUIa IBEpPb, OHA axHyJa oT u3yMmieHus. Komuara Cynpyru HyaH u
KOMHaTa cynpyru HuH ObUIM Tak XKe BeJIMKOJIeIIHE.

[TocnemHUMU, KTO IIOCIIENOBA 3a CyxKaHKoi, Obimu KO Moaii u ee cBeKpoBb. He3aBHCHUMO OT TOTO,
KaK TPYOHO OBITIO CKPHITH €€ MaJIeHbKYIO 371yi0 YXMBIIKY, O Maii Moria 3aMeTHTh ee 3a COTHHU
Musb. Ee cBeKpoBh 4TO-TO IaHupoBana. [[IpocTo gait MHe mocnats] KO Maii xKamoBaiach B CBOEM
cepmie. B TOT geHb myTenecTBHe OBIIO CITHIITKOM XXKECTOKMM, He MOTJIa 9Ta IPOTHUBHAS CBEKPOBb
OCTAHOBUTB €€ IIJIaHbl Ha HOYb. Bce, 4ero oHa xoTesa, 3T0 OTHOXHYTh [I0 3aBTPa, HO Hazke 3TO OBIII0
CIIUIIIKOM.

IlexKypHBI OCTaHOBUJICS B IOCIenHel KoMHaTe. [IpocTo rnsaas Ha ee pa3mep, FOu Masii Moria
CKa3aTh, YTO OHa OkIIa [JIsg UMIIePaTPHIIE, HO I'Ie Torha Oblyla ee KOMHaTa? Eil He IPHUIIIOCh MHOTO
nyMaTh, Korfa umneparpuiia [Tun obepHynach, 6pOCHB U3BUHSAIOMUNCS B3rIAn Ha FOit Mai. "Mai
Op, 4eCTHO TOBOPS, g He 3HaJa, YTO THI IIOUEIIb C HAMU B 3TOT pa3, II09TOMY He CMOTJia
IIOATOTOBUTH TeOE KOMHATY BOBPEMSI. YBUIEB CIIYTY, UMIlepaTpulla [1uH MoBepHYach K HEMY.
"TIpoury mpoilleHus, HO OCTaJIbHBIe KOMHATHI 3aHSATHL. Y HAC TOJIBKO HECKOJIbKO Ha IIEPBOM 3TaxKe,
"M3BUHUIICS OH BIoJrosioca. CKopee BCETo, ero yKe MOOKYIIUIIH, YTOOLI OH CHITPAJl CBOIO POJIb.

Ha artoTt pa3 umnepartpuua [Iun cxBatuna FOu Mau 3a pyky. "Msii 9p, Hafech, T He BO3paXxaelllb,
"oHa Xkpmana, uto KO Mbaii 6ymet ymonsaTs ee. OHa He Bepuiia, 4To Ot M3l cMOXKeT cliaTh Ha IIEPBOM
3Taxe C IPOCTHIMU JTI0ObMHU. [Ipy 0gHOU MBICTIH 00 3TOM ee Cepflle CTal0 CUaCT/IUBLIM, 0YEHb
cuactnuBeiM. KO Maii mojioxkuia cBOOOAHYI0 PYKy Ha PyKy uMIiepaTpuibl [TuH. "MecTo Ois oTabxa
JIy4ille, 4eM ero OTCYTCTBHeE. f yBUKYCh C MaTEPhIO 3aBTpa YTPOM", TOJIBKO C ONHUM IIPEJI0KEeHNEeM
OHa y1Ia, a Yy Masu nocnegoBana 3a HeW.

B ToT MmomeHT, Korma FOu Mali 0TBepHYIaCh OT MMIIEPATPUIILI, OHA yCMexHynack. OHa uMesa Aelo C
11310 MuH, meByIIKOM, KOTOpas Cllajia B ropaxX B TeUeHUe TpeX mHeu, cobupast TpaBkl. ITOT
MaJIeHbKUH TPIOK, KOTOPHIY ee CBEKPOBb XOTeJjla CHIpaTh C HEM, HUCKOJIBKO ee He OeCIIOKOuI.

Korga FOit Maii Bomina B CBOI0 KOMHATY, Uy M3 X0Tesa 1MoxkaaoBaThCsd. 9Ta KOMHATA Obla JIUIIb
HEMHOTr0 JIyy4llle, 4eM ee KOMHaTa [JJid Npuciayru. Kak morina ee rocnoxa cnath 3geck? KTo-T0, KOro
OamoBanu ¢ poxaenus. "Csom3e, MHE HaUTH [JIs HaC HOBOE MeCTo?"



"HeT HeobxomguMocTH,"

"Ho Cso113e, 9T0 XKeHIIMHA IBHO U3[eBaeTCs Hal HaMU. f Ke ckKasaja, YTo 3TOo Iioxas uges, "HOu
M3l cena, pexae 4yeM mocMoTpeTh Ha Uy Moaiu. "d-I1an KOit Mau. { HUKOrga He IT03BOJII0 HUKOMY
3aCTaBUTh MEHS [eJlaTh YTO-TO OecIIaTHO?"

Hert! ona oTBeTuna 3a cebs. "Mbl coOupaeMcsi OTOMCTUTE ei”, CHOBa IOSIBUJIOCH 3TO 030PHOE
BLIpaXKEeHNe Ha ee JIulle, KOrfa OHa OTKUHYJIACh Ha CIUHKY CTyJla U CKpecTuia pyku. 4y Mau
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KakK ee rjas3a 3aropeiuch oT BonHeHus. OHa niobumia, Korjaa y ee nenu OBl TaKon
B3rJIAA. 9TO 03Ha4Yauo0 ogHO-MecTh. Uy Mbaii cena psapoM ¢ FOu Msit u HaknoHunach Buepen. "Csouse,
YTO MHI fIeJlaeM B 9TOT pa3? "CIIpocuia OHa HeTepmenuBo. YTo OH ee Tequ HU XOTesa CHeaTh,
CKOpee BCero, OHa HaWJeT 3TO CTOJ/Ib ke 3abaBHEIM. TOIBKO IIOJyMaB O CBOEM IIEPBOM TPIOKE C
cynpyroit Hun, Uy Mait mouyBCTBOBasIa, UTO €€ KOCTH OOJISAT OT HOBHIX HEMIPUATHOCTEM. "MEI aTaKkyeM
CeropfHs Beyepom,"

HO# Mboit mogyMara, 4To ee CBeKpPOBb, BO3MOXKHO, U MOJIy4YHJIa IPEeUMYILIeCTBO B CaMOM Havasie, HO
BEPHYBIIKCH IOMO#, OHA OyIeT CTPOUTh UHTPUTH. HUKTO He CMeeT 3amyruBaTh ee 1 HUKOMY 3TO He
CXOJIUT C PYK...

BruManwue! ITOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIIé He TOTOB.
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