Cronuna Mmnepuu Ckapiet, ropon PaiizeH. 9To ObII OTPOMHBIN, HAllOJIHEHHBIN XKU3HbIO TOPO]I, B
KOTOPOM KHJIO OOJIbIlIe IeCSTH MUJITHOHOB XKUTEJIEH,

B camoMm 11eHTpe ropoga pacrojaranacs OTPOMHBIN BeTUYEeCTBEHHBIN 3aMOK. OTrpoMHEbIe OalltHU U
BHICOKME CTEHBI, fleaibHas KjajaKa, POBHBIE YTIIBl - BCE 3TO BHI3bIBA/IO TOJIBKO BOCXUILIEHUE U
TOPAOCTD KUTEJIEU CTOIULIHL.

B mocnemHee BpeMsi HACTPOEHHUs B Tropofe ObITM Ha BeICOTe. KonmuuecTBo rofel Ha yIuIle C KaXIbIM
OHEM YBEIUYUBAJIOCE.

U ne MmynpeHo.

CoBceM CKOpO IpoiaeT mpa3nHuK Anbix LIBeTOB - HacTOSIIME 100uel oy Bceit umnepuu. K Tomy xe
TIOBCIOMY XOIST CJIYXH, UTO BTOPOM IMPHUHII ANlaH[ BEPHYJICS Ha POOUHY mocje obydeHus, a Anas
IIpUHIleCcCa IIpUeieT B CTONUIY Ha IMpa3gHUK AnbX L[BeTOB.

2KuTenu roTOBUIUCH K ITPAa3OHUKY, He 3aMevast, KaK I10 TJTaBHOM YJIuIle Cpeay TOJIIIEl MeJIeHHEIM
IIaroM IIUTH TTapeHb C AeBYIIKON. OHU OfeBaii Cephle IIAIlK, TOTHOCTHIO CKPHIBAIOIINE UX
BHEIITHOCTE.

- Kak mymaerb, 4TO CKaXKeT Iama, KOTfa Y3HaeT, YTO MbI IIPUIIUIA B CTOJIMITY TaK PaHO? - CIIPOCHIIA
IeBYIIKa TUXUM TronocoM, 6ynTo 6opMmoTana caMa cebe. Ho maxke Tak mapeHb PsAmOM IIPEKpPacHoO ee
yCIIBIIIaT.

- XM.. KaK g fymMalo, HU4ero Cepbe3Horo... MakCcuMyM - BEIHECET HaM BRITOBOp. ['J1aBHOE - 4YTO OH
OymeT pag IIOCKOpee YBUAETh CBOIO HEHATISIOHYIO OOUb... - C TUXUM CMEIIKOM OTBETUII TapEHb.

- bpar..! Hyyy.. He HannoMuHail oXayyucraa...

[TapeHs eli€ pa3 mocMesiyics, HO He CTall TPOJo/IkKaTh TeMy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, eT0 'HeHarasgaHas'
CecTpa OYeHb He JTI00UT CIUIIKOM UCKPEHHIO JII000Bh OTIIA.

[Tapa poCTBEHHUKOB AOIIIJIa OO0 X0IMa, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIJT OTPOMHBINM 3aMOK UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBH.
Ero okpyzKasu BUAJIIEL 1 OCOOHSKM 3HATH, a JIofel 3[ech OBIJI0 HaCTOIBKO MaJjio, OyATO IoImat B
MEPTBBIY TOPOL.

Wpsg no mycTeIM ynullaM, TapeHb C JeBYIIKON HU 4yTh He UCIyraauch, Ha000pOT - OHU paclpaBuInd
IIXPOKO IIJIeYU. B IPUITONHATOM HaCTPOEHUU OHU [OLIIY [0 3aMKa.

- Croui! KTo uger?

Y BTOPUYHOI0 BXOMla B 3aMOK, ITPeIHa3HaYEeHHOTO [JIs 0COOBIX TEPCOH MOYTH HUKOTOA HUKOTO He
Ob110. YeThIpe cTpaXkHUKa BO3JIE BXOMa He Ha IIYTKY YAUBUIIUCH, KOTHOA YBULAETU 3TUX [BOUX.

IaxKe TpocToe Hax0XeHue 37eCh - IPECTYIJIeHue s 00BYHOT0 YesioBeKa. CTpaxke X0TeNloCh
CIIOKOWHO TIPOBECTH CBOE JI€XKYPCTBO, HO BUAUMO NMPUAETCS pa3dupaThCs C MapTPyJIbHBIM
OTHEJIEHUEM.

- Xm... Heyxenu gaxe cTpaxa 3aMKa He MOXKeT Y3HaTh MEHs? - CKa3all IapeHb, CHUMas CBOU
KaIIIOoH. [[eByIlKa ITIOBTOPUIA 38 HUM.

- 9TO0 XKe... - CTPaXKHUKKU OHEMEJIH, YBUOEB aJIbie BOJIOCEI U ITPEKPACHBIE JIMIIa MOJIOOBIX mopen
HAIIPOTHB.



- Anaug, Po3sa. Baiie noBepeHnue - HemmpuemieMoe, 6e30TBETCTBEHHOE U 3aCllyKHMBaeT HaKa3aHUS.

B xabuHeTe uMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIY OB OTPOMEH HACTOJIBKO, YTO MOT BMECTUTh MaJIeHbKYIO
O6ubNMMOTEKY, TOIOC KPAaCUBOI'0 MYXKYHMHEI 3By4asl 0YeHb BEINYECTBEHHO.

'epoit uMIepuu, MOPCKOM TeHepasl, TeHUH, YTO IOSBJISIETCS pa3 B THICAYeneTre, ulu BTopoil mpuHIT
Vimnepuu Cxaprnet AnaHp. [lepBasi geByllKa UMIIEPUH, HOeal KPacOTH U BEJIUKOJIETINS, MacTep
TIOJIUTUKY U JIOTUKY unu Anas npuniecca Mmnepuu Ckaprnet Po3a.

HeCMOTpH Ha BCE€ CBOHU THUTYIIBI, JOCTUXKEHHUA U PEIIyTAlUIO, IIepen JINIOM CBOETrO OTIIa - I/IMHepaTopa
CKapHeT - OHHU CHJEJIN CJIIOBHO KOTHI, ITIOO2KABIIMKE XBOCTHI.

- CbexaThb OT CBOETO CONPOBOXKAEHUS ¥ TAWHO NOWTU O CTOJNHUIEL. 7 MOHKWMAl0, 4YTO AJIaH He MOXKET
IOJITO TEePIeTh MOe3[KY B KapeTe, HO Po3a... YTo XKe MOTIJI0 TAaKOTO IIPOU30UTH, YTOOBI MOSI
reHuabHas [IPUHIleCCa COBEPIINIa TaKoe?

I/IMHepaTop 0eCITOKOMHO CMOTpeJI Ha OEeBYIIKY C aJILIMK BOJIOCAMHU HAIIPOTHB HETO. Po3a crvexmuracs,
HO BhEIJaBHJIa:

- [Tam... Kak OBl cKa3aThk.. TH Be[b U CaM IOHUMaeIlb, 4To Mmnepus CkapneT ceiiyac HeCcTabuUIIbHa, -
IeByIIKa BepHYyla cefe YBEPEHHOCTh ¥ Hayajla peyb.

- Hac oTpe3anu oT MOPCKO¥M TOPTOB/IM C KOHTUHEHTOM, a COCEIH Ha BOCTOKe COOMpPAIOT BOMCKA U
TOTOBSITCS K BoMHe. Ceriyac, KOTia maxke ChIH (epMepa B JajbHEH JIepeBHe, Jaxe Opoasune coOaKu
Ha yJIMlaxX 3HAIOT, YTO IPAAYT CMYTHBEIE BpeMeHa, Hallla efUHCTBeHHas HafeXfa - Halla cuja! Ham
Hapop u Hamla apMmusi! UMeHHO moaToMy AkameMus KpoBu - Hallla 6a3a U Hafie’kja, OHa IPUHECEeT
HaM HEBepPOSATHYIO CUITy, U BO3HeceT Hally ciaBy! HeoOxoguMo MakcHMaIbHO MOAEpXKaTh ee
pa3BUTHE U HEJb35 XKOaTh HA CEKyHObI! Pagiu 3TOr0 A ¥ OTIIpaBUjIach B CTONHUIY 3apaHee, AJis TOTOo,
yTOOBI BMECTE C IIPUHIIEM AJIAHIOM OTIIPABUTCS B AKaJeMHUIO - HAlll TOCTegHUN py6exk, ¥ TOPHOCTh
Nmnepun!

BreinaTtuB rpyab, Po3a BCKUHYIA OOHY PYKY BBEPX C TOPKECTBEHHBIM BUIOM M YBEPEHHO IIOCMOTPETa
Ha MMmnepatopa.

- Ecniu x0Tea mopaHbllle TOCMOTPeTh Ha AKafgeMuio ¢ AlaHIoM, Tak Obl U cKa3asa, - CO B3L0XOM
ckasan MMmnepatop.

- 9K... - Po3a gepHynach, OyATO mMpomycTUiia yaap cepama. OmyCcTUB PyKy, OHa cKa3asa C
00me3HEeHHEIM BhIpakeHueM, - T-Tak U eCTb...

Bropou npuHL, CUgAIIUK PAKOM, HEJIOBKO KalLlIgHYIIL.
- T-Tak unu vHaue, otel, MBIl ¢ PO301 peluiy BOBoeM OTIPaBUTCS B AKafleMUI0.. KaK-TO Tak...

I/IMHepaTop IMOCMOTPEII Ha CBOIO JOYb, KOTOPAA IIPOAOJIZKaJla MOJI9a CMOTPETH B IIOJI C 00J1e3HEHHBIM
BBEIPA2KEHHUEM. 3aTeM Ha CBOEro ChiHa, KTO HEJIOBKO Yecasl CBOM ajible TIafKue BOIOCHL.

CHYCTH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOJITYaHUsA OH HAaKOHEI] CKa3aJll:

- Brl 00a 3HaeTe, 4TO BOMHA yKe OIU3UTCA...



- KoHeuHo, oTer.
- He MmoxeM He 3HaTH, Iarna.
Ananp u Po3a oTBeTUnu cpasy, Ha 4To MiMIepaTop ciierka yas0HYyICS.

- Ho BhI He 3HaeTe, uTo UMnepust Muguro u Mmnepus [ongeH yxke o0bsIBUNKA HaM BoiHY. TeM Goriee,
BCE OCTaBIIMECS KOPOJIEBCTBA COTIACUIIUCH MOAOEePKUBATD UX.

- Yxe?!
- XM.. 9TO CIIy4YHUIOCh OBICTPEE, YeM ST PACCUUTHIBATIA. ..

BoitHa HUKOrHa He Oblyia mpocToii. OHa TpeOyeT OrPOMHBEIX PECYPCOB, B TO XK€ BpeMs OTHUMAET
JKM3HU eCATKOB THICSY JIIOfEH.

Oco6eHHO 3aMeTHHI y2KaChl BOMHEI, KOTTla HaunHaeTcs: 00iHS OByx Mmnepuii. COTHIO JIeT Ha3af
HNwmnepusa CkapretT yxke BoeBana ¢ UMnepuen UHOUro, HO Ipourpaa 1u3-3a HEXBaTKU PECYPCOB
TI0CJIe IIeCTH jeT 00eBHIX OecTBUM. [Jaxke Tak yiiepb OT TOro mopaxKeHusl 3aMeTeH U 110 CeH [IeHb.

Ho celtuac yxxe coBceM apyroi pa3max. Mmnepus Ckapnet 6ymeT BOeBaTh C IBYMS UMIIEPUSIMU,
KOTOPHIX ITOJINepKUBAIOT OoJiee IecsaTH KOpoyieBCTB. Takue MaciiTabHbIe NEeHCTBUS BCKOIBIXHYT BEChH
KOHTUHEHT, OCTaBUB I'TyOOKHUM CJie[] B UCTOPHH.

Takast BoiHa MOXKET CTEPETH B ITOPOIIOK HECKOIHKO KOPOJIEBCTB, UJTU faiKe IeTyi0 UMIIEPHIO.

- [To yroBopy, BoeHHbIE IeMCTBUS HAUHYTCS IOcie3aBTpa. K ToMy MOMEHTY MBI HOJIKHEBI ObITH
roToBhl. Tak Kak BH UTaK coOHMpaeTech B AKafieMuIo, S X04y 4TOOB JOOPOBOJIBLILI OTTy/Ia IIOMOT I
conmmataMm Mmmepun. U erne, Tak Kak AKafieMus elé He TOTOBa IOJTHOCTHIO MTOAePKUBATh HAC B
BOWHE, BH JOJIXKHEI TOMOYb B €€ Pa3BUTHUH.

- Crom, crom. [Touemy Bce cBanuiIu Ha Hac?!

- XM... [ToueMy OHI 4 HET.. I He IPOTUB TIOHOJIbIE MOOHTH B AKaieMuu!

- Poza!! TebGs He BOJIHYET, YTO MBI CTAHEM KaKMMH-TO IIOMOIITHUKAMHU?!

- He oco06o... 1 BupuHIHIIE HE IPOTHUB, €CITH 3TO Ha 6;aro Mmnepuu.

- I, KOoHe4HO, TOoXe [enalo BCE paau MiMmepuu, HO... YK nydIile yexaTb BoeBaTh caMoMy!!

I'naps Ha mepemnanky 6pata u cecTphl, UMmepaTop yIbIOHYIICS, HO MBICTIH €T0 Y3Ke YIeTeIH JaneKo.
"Umnepusa Unpuro... UMmnepus ['ongeH... HakoHeL-TO MBI pellinM BCe pa3 U HaBcerga!"

- Unute yxe.

Ananp ¢ Po3o# 0qHOBPEMEHHO BCTAIM ¥, He IIpeKpalliasi CIIOPUTh, BHIIUIN U3 KabuHeTa. iMmepaTop
BIJISIHYJI Ha 3aKPHITYIO ABEPD U TTIyOOKO B3OOXHYI.

- Hapexpa VMnepuu B BalllMX pyKax... - 3aTEM OH B35J1 ONMH U3 KPUCTAJIJIOB CBSA3H, - HaunHaeM
CpouHoe coOpaHue. YPOBEHb BAXKHOCTHU - AJIBIH!
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