Tom, ToII, TOI

Iaxe U3HYTPU METAJITTUYECKOT0 HOMEPA MOXKHO OBIIIO JIETKO YCIIBIIIATE TSXKETBIE IIIaTH BXOASIIIET0
rocTsi. BHyTpu Hee MOKHO OBIIIO BUIETh TOJIBKO OJHOTO YeJI0BEKA WIIM HEeT, YYUTHIBAS TeHH,
OKpYyXKarolue ero. BHyTpy HOBOIBHO OTPOMHOTO ITOMEIIEHHUs, C ITOTOJIKOM B 5 MeTpax OT 3eMJId, U
0e3 TOro MaJIeHbKHM CUIIY3T Ka3aJIiCs ellle MeHbIe. TeM He MeHee, 3TO COBCEM He 6eCIIOKOMIIO0
burypy, maxe Korga ee rojioBa Obljia efiBa JOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKOW, YTOOHI OHA MOTJIa BUMIETh Yepes
OKHa.

Toc, Toc, TOC

CpaBHUBas €ro C TPOMKHUM BX0[I0M, ['0CTh OBIJT HOBOIBHO TUXMM CTy4a B iBEPh. [1000XKIaB HECKOIBKO
CEKYH]I, HO He ITIOJIyYHB HUUero, KpoMe TUIIWHEI, OH Hadasl OTKPHIBaTh OBepb. ET0 MaccuBHas pykKa
KOCHYJIACh IIJIOMIAAKHY PSIIOM C Hel, 4TO MoOyausIo MeTalInuyeCcKy0 IBEPh OTKPHIThCS. KpacHbIH
IEeMOH CJIerKa CKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY, €[IBa IIPOHIs Yepes aBepb. [Tocie 3Toro, Korma OH, HaKOHeIl, TPUOLIT
K cepearuHe KOMHATHI, OH SIPOCTHO XJIOIIHYJI €T0 ABYMS IIPAaBHIMU PYKaMU O CBOIO TPYOU. ITOT KECT
BBI3BaJl MHOTOYHUCJIEHHBIE 3BYKH, UCXOISAIINE OT ero mociexoB. OT IasbleB HOT [0 IIeH, TEMHBIN
MaTepuasl MOKPhHIBAJ €r0 ¥ CUHUM 0peosl OB COCPEeIOTOUEH, TaM T'e eTro IIpaBhIll KylaK yoapuil ero.
EnvHCTBEHHBIMU HE3allUIIEHHBIMU 00J1acTSIMU OBIJIA €T0 PYKYU ¥ T'0JIOBa, ABA MaCCHUBHBIX KPaCHBIX
x000Ta ¥ OTBpaTUTENbHOE NU10. Hy, MOXeT ObITh, Ha HEKOTOPHIX IIJIaHETaX ero MOXKHO CYUTATh
IIPOCTO YPOMJIMBEIM, HO OH BRITJISIZIEN KakK KabaH 6e3 Hoca. M ¢ oueHb, 04eHb OCTPEIMU 3yOamMu.UTo
KaCaeTCs ero PYK, Y Hero OBIIO 10 ABe C KaXKOOoM CTOPOHEe, MacCUBHEe ¥ 00JIblle, YeM YeJIOBEK B
TEHH.

"MMnepatpunia [Ipeucnonneii. bopsba upeT xopoiro Ha cekTope 2-A u 3-C, HO MBI yKe TIOTePSIIH
HEKOTOphIe U3 HalllUX HeJJaBHO CO3aHHEIX 0a3 B ceKTope 1. Pa3nuyHble TIeTUOHEI TOTOBH K aTake.
Bce roToBo, Kak MoXKeTe BUOETh."

[Tpou3Hecs 3T CJI0Ba, IEMOHA, U3 Pachl AKXy, MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUAETH YIIBIOAIOUIUMCS, YTO ITOCTIAIIO0
OBl IPOKB BCEM, KTO BUOUT 3TO. B TO BpeMs KaK BHYTPHU 3TOM KOMHATEI OBIJIO XOJIOOHO, XKap U Kaxk/a
KPOBH Ha4aJld TPOHUKATE. [IBephb He ObllIa 3aKPHITA, @ BHEIIHUM IITyM OBIJT JIETKO CIIBILIIEH MaIEHbKUM
CHUITy9TOM.

"KT0-TO HAKOHEII-TO y3HaJl, YTO IPOUCXOAUT C BparoM MM 3TO BCe ellle TaiHa?"

Hcxomsimuii OT TEHHW, MOJIOIOM XKEeHCKUM rojoc, Ob1 nHpaHTUIRHEIM. KOHEYHO, BCe Ha 3TOH IIJTaHeTe
3HaJIA O TEKYIEM COCTOSIHUM CBOEro KoMaHAupa. Y B To BpeMs KaK IIoHa4aJly MHOTHe He ObUIH
y6exmeHbl, BCe BCKOpe Havyali YYUTHCS TOMY, KaK CTpalleH 3TOT pefeHoK. YTo KacaeTcs TepMUHA
"pebeHoK", TO [JIsT KOr'0-TO, KOMY CKOpo 873 rofa, 3T0 GbIJI0O HE COBCEM TOYHOE CJI0BO. Ho 3T0
IIpefioXKeHre 3aCTaBUI0 OTPOMHOTO IeMOHA XMYPUTHCS.

"HeT, 9T0 eguHCTBeHHas npobnemMa. HUKTO He moHUMaeT, noyemMy JlaH(®OC peurun OTCTYIUTb U
II03BOJIUTH CBOMM pabaM 60pOoThCS 3a HUX. Bce, 4TO MBI 3HaeM, 3TO TOT (PaKT, YTO ITU MJIAHETH

e’ CTBUTENLHO 63 IPOCTPAaHCTBEHHOM 3alllUTHL, & 9TO 03HAYaeT, YTO BTOpPKeHUe OyaeT OBICTPHIM U
6e3 kakux-mubo mpobneM Ojis Hac. [JaxkKe eCu 3TO JIOBYIIKA, MBI OTIIPABIIsieM B OCHOBHOM HECKOJIBKO
IYIIeYHBIX CKOTOB, He TaK MHOTO BOMCK OyIEeT MOTePSIHO Ha HECKOJIBKUX YKPEIJIEHHHIX MJIaHeTax."

IIXMII

OTOT 3BYK OB €AMHCTBEHHEIM OTBETOM OT MaJIeHbKOU JeBo4YKU. OHa IIpOofoIXKana CMOTPETh CKBO3b
CTEKJIO, UIlla YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO OBl YCKOJIb3HYTH OT I'JIa3 JEMOHNYECKOM apMun. Ho He3aBUCHMO OT
TOTO, YTO IIPOM3OIII0, EHUHCTBEHHHIM (PaKTOM, KOTOPHIM OHU MOTJIM IOATBEPOUTH, OBLIO
OTCTYILJIEHNE KOCMUYeCKuX Kopabeii Jlandoca Hag MHOTUMHU ItaHeTaMu. OHU BCe ellle CIefsaT 3a



BCEMH U3 HUX, U IIPSIMO Ceryac OHU He ObIIM JOCTATOYHO OIM3KY, YTOOBl HAHECTH yIepo
3aIJIaHUPOBAHHOMY BTOpPKeHUI0. Ho mpoo yxke 50 jeT, Kak OHU CpazKajuCh B 3TON YaCTH
rajakTuKH, B Tynuke. Ho 3aBTpa, ecnu Obl oneparnus OygeT JeiCTBUTENIbHO YCIIeIIHOM, 3TO OyaeT
orpomHas mobefia 1 caMasi ri1y0oKasi B IMHUSX Bpara, U3 Bcex 4To Korga-nubo 0wy, Ho 9To He
ycrokauBajo pebeHKa.

"EcTh HOBOCTH €O cTOpoHH Kanmalitom? KoMmy-HUOYIb U3 ero 6e300MIHEIX MaroB yasoCh Y4eMy-TO
Hay4uThCa?"

"OTpuLaTeIbHO, OHU TOXKE IOTOBATCS K HallafleHUI0, HO OHU TakK Ke YAUBJIEHH, KakK U MBL. U g
CTIBIIIIAJI, YTO OH XOUeT YTO-To OT Bac. Ho y Hero He xBaTaeT CMeJIOCTH CIIPOCUTEL Bac 06 aToM
HaIpaMy."

Ha 9ToT pas ero yneibKa IpeBpaTuiiach BO 9YTO-TO Topa3mo Oonee 3moBelnee. B To BpeMs Kak ero
KOMEHJAHT ObIIT KeM-TO, C KeM HUKTO He MOT CTONKHYThCS B OMTBe, KaHmalT GBIT MUITBIM MaleHbKUM
KPOJIUKOM I10 CPABHEHHIO C Hel. [[axke KOTHa OH BHITJISAAE] KaK HOPMAaJIbHBEIN B3POCIIBIN YETI0BEK,
Mlake C HEKOTOPHIMU MBIIII[aMU. B TO BpeMsi KakK OHa Oblyla IT0X02Ka Ha MOJIOAYIO OeBOYKY MeHee 10
JIeT.

«$1 3Ha10 3T0, BBl CBOOOHEI, HO €CJTM BH 00HAPYXKUTE, YTO KTO-TO U3 €TI0 TPHI3YHOB CKPHIBAETCS
3[eChb, 3aCTaBbTe UX BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOIO IIJIaHETY CHJIOH, eCIi 3TO Heo6Xomumo»."

"Ila, UMmepaTpuiia"”

IIeMOH CHOBa IIOKJIOHMJICSI ¥ 3aKPhUT IBEPb Mocye yxoma. Korma-To ClIoKoWHEIE TEHU Teleph ApoxKallu
¥ PACIPOCTPAHSIIMCH B KAXKIbIHA YTOIOK KOMHATH. OHa yKe 3Haja, 0 YeM ee CIIPAIlUBall 3TOT
cnabak. [IpoCcTo UCIOIB3Ys 9TO OMPaBOaHKe, OH yKe MHITAJICS CXBAaTUTh er0. KOHEYHO, OH CKaXeT,
YTO €My HY2KHO OOJIbIIIe BITACTH, ¥ TOJILKO 3Ta BEIb MOXKET IIPEeIOCTaBUTh EMY JOCTAaTOYHO MaHHI.
OpmHakKo Ha 9TOT pa3 9TO, BEPOSITHO, OY[EeT OMpaBOaHO, YIYUTHIBASI MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIE TIOPTAIH,
KOTOPHIE OOJIZKHBI OBITH OTKPHITH BO BPEMST COBMECTHOTO BTOpKeHus. M3-3a 9Toro, KanmaiT u ero
HABBIKM B IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM Maruu He OYOyT UTHOPUPOBATHCS. M 3TO TO, YTO 3aCTABIISIIIO €€
CEePOUTHCS.

Toc Toc ToC

[Tociie KOPOTKOTO OXKUAAHHUS, KaK IeMOH OBITT 3[MeCh, CO CTYKOM, BoIien 4ejoBeK. OH BHTTISAEN KaK
O4YeHb CTaphIl YesoBekK, ¢ 6eyoi 60POIO0H, IBHO YUCTOM U ITPABUIIBHO BLIOPUTOM U OLETHIM B YEPHBIN
xanaT. OH OBIJT HEMHOTO HU3KUM, €[iBa BhIIIe TPETHU ABEPH B BHICOTY. M1 HEMHOTO UCITyTaICs, YBUOEB
BCIO KOMHATy B TEMHOTE, TOJIbKO C HEOOJIBIIION HETPOHYTOM NOPOTOM, Befyllleil K I[eHTPY KOMHATHL.
Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH]] YeJIOBEK Hadajl UATH 10 9TOMY yTH. [IpuOHIB K MeCcTy Ha3Ha4eHUs, OH
IIPOTJIOTUII CBOIO CIIIOHY, IPEXKME YeM I'OBOPUTh.

"Umnepartpuna IIpeucnoguen. 9 3meck us-3a Kaunpaivita u ..."

OH nepecTan roBOpUTh, KOTAA YBUE], KaK paHee HETPOHYTHIY IIyTh HAMIOJIHUJICSA TeHsIMU. M3-3a Toro
YTO OH OBII Marom, gaxe 0e3 eCTeCTBEHHOT0 CBETA, OH [I0JI2KeH OBITh B COCTOSTHUM BHIETH BCE MECTO.
Ho Gormblne HET, OH He MOT [laXKe YBUOETh OABepPb, KoTopas Oblla OTKphITa. OH 3HAN, YTO OHA He
IPUYUHUT eMy Bpefa. OH OedCTBUTEIbHO Hafescs Ha 3T0. OH OBl ee MOOYMHEHHBIM, IIPOCTO OH
BO3Bpallajcs U3 ApceHa, IJIaHeTH, rae Haxoauics KanmaiT. M aToT yOIII0NOK CHesal ero Ko310M
OTIYyLIEeHUS.

"4 370 yXKe 3Hat. IIpoCTO BO3BMUTE €T0 yKe U BEPHUTECH Cpa3y II0CJIe 3TOro. BhI BCe elle HyXKHEI
MHE /I BTOPXKEeHUs."



O=na cka3alla, TaK 4TO ee THEB OTUET/IMBO OIIYIIAJICS B ee ronoce. Bckope mocie 3Toro 4enoBeK MOT
YBUOETH YTO-TO MPsIMO nepen HUM. [llap, Takoii XKe YepPHBIN, KaK TEHU, OKPYyXKaIiue ero. ToIbKo
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX OBLIN MOCTYITHHE BO BCEW IeMOHMYeCcKou MMmepuu. YCTponCTBO, CO3TaHHOe
pacoi, HaCTOJTbKO Pa3yMHBIM M MOIIHBEIM, YTO JlaXKe co3faHue 60roB MOXKeT ObIThH CHIeaHo 110
npuxoT. OgHAKO, HUYTO He OBIJIO BeUHHIM, M, KaK U MHOTHE, 3Ta paca Iajna, IKoOk BEIMEpIIa.
Bomnme6HUK MOT BUAETH, KaK €ro MyTh OYUIAETCS, ¥ CBET, CUSIOUINY Ha ero 6emnoii 6opone. Ho oH
OBI7T aOCOIIOTHO HE TOBOJIEH.

"EcTs... "crnotHyn"... 4To-ToO eue..."

"AKama, ThI IIPOCJIy2KUJI OYeHb NOJIT0. Tl IPEKPACHO 3Haelllb, YTO eCTh [BE BEIU, KOTOPHIE A
HEHaBUXKY, HET, KOTOPEIE S Ipe3upalo BhIlIe BCero. Bo-mepBrx, 9T0 HAIMEHHBIN U C/1aboro
Kanpaiita. Bo-BTOPHIX, TO3HABATh AYPHbIE HEOKUIAHHOCTH. THI yKe TOTy4uI mepBoe, Oymnb
OCTOPOXKeH"

B co3HaHuu Mara oH 3HaJI, YTO eCJIx OBl He ObUI ee MOOYMHEHHBIM, OH OBl He OCTaBMJI 3TO MECTO
HETPOHYTHIM. XOTSI BCE OHU OBIIM YaCThIO OMHOM apMUHU, TTOUTUKA U QPaAKLIKUK BCE ellle CO3MaBaIUCh.
Ona OBlyTa BLICOKO OlleHEeHa BCEMH, KTO CpazkaJiCs Ha IIepeoBOM U3-3a ee CHUJIEI B CIIOCOOHOCTEMH. B To
BpeMs Kak KaHpaliTy MoBe3Jio ¥ OH MOYTH He [pasics BCIO CBOIO XXKU3Hb. HO OH Bce ellle JOIKeH OBIT
CKas3aTh, 4TO eMy ObLIO TOPYy4YeHo Aenath. [Ipexne yeM OH Hadasl TOBOPUTh, OH HaJI0OXKUJI HEKOTOPHIE
IIPEBEHTUBHBIE 3aIUTHI.

"OH cKa3al ... YTO 9TO OB IIPUKA3 CBHIIIE ... OH YMOJISJI UMIIepaTopa X ... BO BpeMs BTOPKEHUS 10T
HuM 6ymgeT Kopmyc cMepTu!"

OH HeMe[IJIeHHO aKTUBUPOBaJI BCe BOMIIEOHbIE MUTH], KOTOPHIe 3Hal. OH HUYero He MOT BUETH, HO
OH MOT CJIBIIIATh ¥ YYBCTBOBATh, UTO BCE €TI0 OTpazkaeHus ObIM pa3pyIIeHk! CIou 3a cioeM. CBeT
IaBHO yIIes B IIapCTBO ThMHEI. AKaMa 3Hal, 4To nepenada Coeps! yxKe Oblyia 600N TOTEPEN AJIs
ero KOMaH[1pa, HO 3Ta mpock0a Onlia ype3MepHoit. Kopnyc cmepTy, 6aTanboH, KOTOPHIM OH
pyKoBoOuJ, ObINI ee TUYHOM apMuel MaroB. OHU OBLIM MTUYHO MOA0OPAHE U YXOXKEHH €10 U IYYIINMHI
B 9TOM oOmactu. [Jaxke HEKOTOpLIe cTapinue Jluuu Obu cinabee ux.Ho oHM TakkKe OB OMHUM U3
caMbIX OOJIBIINX 3allaCOB MaHHBI B 9TOM YacTu BcenenHo, mocie Chepsl.

"Xopo1o, Korga Tl yBUAUIIL €r0, IPOCTO CKaXM €My, YTO g KAy MOMEHTa, KOTZla OH COBEPIIUT
omuOKy. OgHY, IOCTaTOYHO OOJBIINYIO, YTO ITO3BOIUT BePHYTh MHe M0o10 Cdepy. [ToToMy 4TO, B 3TOT
pa3, 4 nu4HOo 3alMyCh MOUCKaMHU ero caMoro."

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.
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