I'maBa 3. YyBCTBO Telna BO ThMe.

Beuep cMeHsICS HOYBIO, COJIHIIE Y2Ke MaBHO 3alllyio. BEII0 TeMHO, 3Be3[Ibl U JIyHa OCBEeIasiu
OIMHOKYIO IOPOTY, OKPY2KEeHHYI0 I'YCTHIM JiecoM. 1o 3TOM mopore W TPU YesloBeKa BEPXOM Ha
nomaasx. OgHa OeByIIKa ¥ JBe€ MYXKYHUHHI IIJTH 10 3TOMY OOMHOKOMY MapIIpyTy, CKOJIBKO JIYH yXKe
OHU IIJIM BMECTe, OHU He 3HaJU. Becesbx pa3roBOPOB WK OOIIEHUST MeXKAYy HUMU He HabIIo[anocs.
OHY 3HAJHU, YTO He BHIIUIM Ha MPOTYJIKY, YTO IIyOOKOM B TEMHOTE Cpefy jeca 00UTal0T pa3IuyHbIe
MOHCTpHEL. JIuink cabo ocBelllaeMasi fopora ImpuaaBajga UM YyBCTBA, UTO OHU He MOTEPSIIUCE.

HepaBHo Bce Tpoe mpoexanu nocienuuit ropox UMnepun barapyT, ¥ CKOpO OHU [OIXKHBL OBIITH
BCTYIIUTh Ha Tepputoputo Kongosckoro Koponesctsa Aiin3 Oyi ['oyH. [anbiie 0 OyTH Y HUX
nposierany PasauHbl KaT3. X HEMHOrO Iyrajia HEM3BECTHOCTD, Ky[a OHU CTyIajld, OHU He 3Ha/Iu
HU4Yero o0 3TO# MECTHOCTH. Y HUX UMeJlach TOJILKO OfHA I[eJlb B 3TOM IyTelrnecTBuu: "CTaTh
MCKaTeNlsIMU TIPUKITIOUeHNH Ha ciyxk0e y Hexutu". MoxKHO OBIJIO TOBOPUTD, UTO UX 3aBJIEKIIH TyAa
KPaCHBHIMU peyaMu, UM, YTO y HuX He Ovlno BeiGopa. Ho 9TOT BHIOOD OHU chefanu caMu. B rimazax y
BCEX TPOUX He ObIO COMHEHHUS UJIU CTpaxa, BCe, 4YTO OBIJIO y HUX B TOJIOBE: "MOBE3€ET U UM?".
CymeroT 1 oHE goOpaThcs 0o J-PenTena B 6e3omacHocTu? IToBe3eT 11 UM B JanbHelneM? bBynet mu
HOBas XU3Hb JIy4le? BoT 0 4eM OHU OyMaslu.

-CoenaeMm OCTAaHOBKY 3[€Ch.

Kak Ovl ux IpyIia HA TOPOIUIUCH, UM Haflo ObII0 OCTAHOBUTLCS M HAOPAThCS CUJI, XOTh GOJbIIas
YacTh IYTH yXKe MpoieHa, HO uX ObII0 Bcero Tpoe. I1o myTH MOXKHO OBIJI0O BCTPETUTh MOHCTPOB HIIH
rpabuTesnel, OCTOPOKHOCTh HUKOTTIa HEe ITOMeIaeT. B TaKUX BOT OCTAHOBKAX, OHU MOTJIX HEMHOTO
paccmabuThCs ¥ MOTOBOPUTH 3a €[0M ¥ KOCTPa, HEMHOTO Y3HaBas APYT Apyra mo0iuxe.

IeByIIKa CO CBETIIBIMU U JJIMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMM CIIYCTHIIACh C JIoImanu. Kak u B mepBhHIl pa3, Koraa
OHMU ee YBUMIEJH, OHa IIpeBpaTuia CBOU IUPOKUE IITaHH B 100KY. [[BOUM OpaThaM, IPUXOAUIIOCH
BUJIETh 3TO KaXKIBIM pa3, KOTHOa OHa He Oblyla BEPXOM. JUpeT OB 3aHSAT, TEM, YTO IIPUTOTABIUBAT
KOCTEp, OIPYTOH Ke PelInl TIOUHTEPECOBATLCS 3TUM Y OEBYIIKU:

-MoxeT ObITh, TeOe CTOUTH OfEeTh ITaHb? Beb, HeynoOHO TaK TpaHCHOPMUPOBATLCS KAkl pas.

CeJnla HEMHOTO OCTAHOBUJIACH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TOT BOIIPOC, KaXKETCA, OHa HUKOI'Ma He 3aJyMbIBaJIaCh 00
9TOM. CerCTI/IB PYKH, OHAa HEMHOTI'O IIPUIIOOHSATIA U TaK HE MAJIEHBKYIO, HO U HE OTPOMHYIO CBOIO

TPyOb.

-XMMM... A, 0eliCTBUTEINIbHO, Xopollias unes. Tak OygeT ropa3mo ynoOHel. 3aiiMych 9TUM, KOTia
npueneM B KonmoBckoe KoponeBcTso.

[TpOKOIOB MINUIBKON CBOU BOJIOCH], YTO OBl OHU HE MeIlalCh, OHa B35JIach 3a IIPUTOTOBJIEHUE MTUIITH.
KaxmoMy y4aCTHUKY I'DYIIIE ObIIM YTOTOBAHEL CBOM ponu. CeromgHs, Obna odyepenb XoaHa
IPUCMaTPHUBATh 3a JlarepeM U MaTpPyIUPOBaTh, TOKA BCE APYTHe 3aHSATH CBOMMHU [ieflaMu. B 3TOT
Beuep, Takue 003aHHOCTHU JIETJIM Ha YJIEHOB 3TOM MaleHbKOM T'PYIIIIHL.



Ha KoCTpe CTOsITT KOTEN C CYIIOM M3 MsICa ¥ OBOILEH, OHU YCEJIUCh Y OrHs. [IPOOYKTH OHU CKYIIUIM B
TIOCJIEqHEM TOpofie, OTKYHa OHU BHILIIM. MsICO OHU [HOOLIBaM Y BCTPEUEHHEIX UMU 3BEPHKOB MU K€E
IIPUJIaBKOB OCTaBJIEHHBIX 103aqu TroponoB. K cyacThio, UM He IPUXONUIIOCH ellle CTaIKUBAThCS Ha
IIyTH C MOHCTpPaMH Wix 6aHOUTaMH. ITO HEMHOT'0 UX HaCTOPaXKMUBAJIO, BEIb HE MOXKET yaada BCeraa
yNbIOaTHCS WM.

Korpa u3 KoTenka cTaa UCXOOUTh MPUATHBIM 3alax efbl, eIUHCTBEHHAas [AeBYIlIKa B KOMIIAHUU CULSI
IIOJITI0JI3/1a TTOOIMKe K KOCTPY. ITpocst CBouM [elCTBUEM, BHUMAHUS 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM KOMITaHUMY.

-A BHI CJIBRIIIATIH O KOpalbie-pu3pake?

B rimy6oko# TeMHOTe, roe He6o ObIJI0 3aKPHITO IUCThSIMU [IEPEBLEB, TH€ eIUHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM
cBeTa OBLI UX MaJIeHbKUM KOCTEPOK, OHA pellirjia HayaTh HOBYIO TEMY [IJI Pa3rOBOPOB.

-0 KaKoOM Kopa6ne? - OKPYTJIEHHBIE T'JIa3a XoaHa roBOpHUIIN OoJIbIlle YeM OH CaM.

-Kopabnb-nipu3spak, 4To mnasaert 1o cyie B KonmoBckoMm KopornescTBe. KcTaTu, mocnegHuit pas ero
BUmenu psmoM ¢ Papaunamu Kat3. 3HaeTe? CKOPO MH Kak pa3 mobepeMcs 00 TeX PaBHUH.

-OTKyzOa TEHI CIIbIIIaia 3TH CIIyXu?

-OT Toprosues, 4o npue3dxkanu B Konnosckoe KoponescTBo. ['0BOpsT, 4TO Ha 60pTy TOro Kopabns,
BUTAET OJHA CMEPTh, ¥ BCI KOMaHOa COCTOUT M3 OOHOU TOJIbKO HEXHUTH.

-KcTtaTty, MBI TaK HUKOTO U He BCTPETUJIU 110 JOopore crofa. - [Ioka XoaH BOBCIO ClIyllal ee, pelu
BMeIIaThCSl B pa3roBop JupeT. EMy He 0YeHb HPaBUJIOCH CNIyIIATh IOJOOHOTO POfja pacCKaskhl.

Cenna moHSB, 4TO €l MeIlalT PaCCKa3kIBATh CBOM CTPAIIIMIIKKY, HAOYJIACh. U cranac IIpUITypOM
CMOTPETH, Ha TOT'O KTO ey moMernar.

-Briepenu mormken OBITh GopT I-PeHTena, Tak YTO He Mellait MHe. Ecu Xo4elnb cka3aTh, YTo-
HUOYyIb, TOOOUTH K KOCTPY KaK 5, U pacCKaxXKu KaKyo-To UCTOPHI0. 2KeaTeIbHO CTPAIIHYIO.

Kak He xkasnb, HO JUpeT He 3Ha/I TAKUX UCTOPUY, er0 He HHTepeCcoBasld TakKue Bellld. [109ToMy OH
petust 00JbIlIe He BMEIIUBATHCS.

-IlaBaii, mpopmomxkaii. - Cka3asn XoaH, ¥ YCTaBUJICS Ha CBOET0 CTapInero 6pata, TaKUM 3Ke B3TJISIIOM,
Kak Uy Cesbl.

-Ait, Becb HaCTpo# cOuI. X0po1o, T pacCKaxy, HO y&Ke OPYTYIo.



U oHa Hayasa CBOM paccKas, II0f TPEeCK OPOB B OTHE, 3allaX rOTOBSIIENCS ebl, YTO OKYTHIBAJl UX
MaJIeHbKUH JTarepb. Mi3penka nomany, TpUBsS3aHHbIE K IePeBbsIM, OUIM 110 MITKOHN TpaBe. ITO OBIT
X MaJIeHbKUU MUD, UX MUD - TTe CyIIeCTBOBaJIX TOJIbKO OHU, OKyTaHHBIE 3TOU KPOMEIIHOU ThMOM.

-OpHaXObl, OOUH ITapeHb BIIOOUIICS B ONHY AEBYLIKY. ITO OblJia ero mepsas J11000Bb, OHa Obljia TaKoi
KPaCHBOU U MOTPSIcaloIel, YTO OH BIIOOUIICS B Hee C IepBOro B3rgaa. M BOT, 0HU BMecCTe C
IPY3bSIMU TI0€XaJIH B JieC. B TOT OXOM OH pelIus, YTo JOJIXKeH HeTPEMEHHO TPU3HAThCS el B JII0OBY.
Ho, xorga oH nompo6oBaJi, To OH MOTepIies Kpax. Kpax ero MeuThl OT ero "MeuTHl" - TOM caMoin
neBymku. OHa oTKa3ana eMy. Cka3aa, YTO BUAUT B HEM, TOJIBKO Apyra.

TyT oHa cmenana may3y. [IocMoTpesna, TOTOBA JIH €/1a, ¥, OKHHYB B3TJISIIOM OKPYKAIOIIHUX,
TTPOMIOJIZKHUTIA.

-OT ropst oT M100BHU, TapeHeK PEeIny HaluThCS BMECTE C APY3bsIMH, IIPSIMO B TOT fIeHb, TaM B JIECY.
OH TaK HUKOT[a He Haxupancs. Bce-To BpeMs, 9YTO OH IIPO Hee OyMal, ¥ BOT TOJIBKO KaK OH PEIIuCs
IPU3HATHCS eH, Bce 00pymunock. OOPYIIMINCE er0 MeUTHI, I1eJTb B XKM3HU U JTI000Bb. PeIuB, 4TO eMy
Ha[0 MOOBITh B OMMHOYECTBE, OH PEIINJI YUTHU B JIeC OT KOMIIaHUU Apy3ei. [IbsSHbIM, COBCEM OIUH,
HOYBIO OH CHfeN B iecy. Y TyT BOPYT NapeHeK yCAbIal, Kak KTO-TO 30BeT ero. Ho B Toil CTOPOHE, He
OBLIO UX Jlarepsi, UM KOTO-TO PSAOM C HAM. BHU3yY, 10 cIrycKy Obljia TOJIBKO OfiHa peka. OTTyna, u
3Banu ero. Ero MaHu HeXKHBIYA XKEHCKUY TOJI0C, TPsMO 13 peKu. OHa 3Bajla ITapHS 0 MMEHU, HO OH
He MOT HUKOTO TaM YBUAETh. ['0710C He IlepecTaBas, BCe ero 3Bai 4 3Bai. CJI0BHO, KaKasi-ToO
YTOIIJIEHHUIIA, aBHO MOTK0IIast B 9TOM MecTe, 3Baja ero kK cebe. CIIOBHO, OHa X0Tejla 3aMEHHUTh, Ty
IEeBYIIKY, ero J1I000Bb U ero pa3buToe ceppale cobow.

CKOIBKO OBl HU KOalu IIPOOOI2KEeHK s, OHa HU4Yero He TOBOPHUIJIa. JIuib CMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOUX
3aMHTEePECOBAHHBIX cnymaTeneﬁ, U TAUHCTBEHHO YJ'IBI6aJ'IaCB.

-4ro ganbuie? - He BeIAepxKai duper. - OH ymep?

-CereT. - Tak XKe TauHCTBEHHO YJ'IBIﬁaSICB, OHa IIPUTPOHYJIACh YKA3aTEJIbHBIM IIaJIbIIeM CBOUX 1"}76

-Ila, magro. McTOopust HE MOXKET Ha 3TOM 3aKOHYHUTHCS. Pacckaxu. - [Tommepxkan 6paTta XoaH.

-A mambie YXKe He HHTEePECHO, 1 €[la Y2Ke IIPUT'OTOBUIIACH. Tak, 4TO - BCce. 3aKOHYMM Ha 3TOM.

)%k

B ToT menb, Cesna Tak ¥ He pacckalalla, 4YeM ke 3aKOHYHUIaCh Ta UCTOPUS, KakK OHl ee He
yrnpammuBaiu. CoJHIle yKe TaBHO OCTABUJIO CBOM 3€HUT, TPOHUIIA TaK ¥ IIPOAOJIKala CBOM IMyTh. X0aH
BBITJISIMIENI HE OUYeHb, KaXXeTCsI, OH COBCEM He BHICIIAJICS 9TOM HOYBI0. JUPET HUKOIMa He CUMTAJ, YTO
ero OpaT HaCTOJIbKO BIEYATIIUTENIbHBIA YETTOBEK, HO, Cefiyac, OH OyMaJsl 0 HeM UMEHHO B TaKOM
KJII04e.



-Cenna, g 3Halo, YTO THI yOeraelb OT CBOEH IMPOIIIOoH XKU3HU. Ho, 4TO TH OyHelb genaTh, KOraa
npuepelns B KonmoBckoe KopomeBCTBO? - TOMHTEPECOBATICS OH.

-410? A pa3Be Bce MBI He CTaHEM HCKaTeIIMU NPUKII0YeHn? ¢ myMaa, 4TO MBI BCe BMeCTe
chopmupyeM KoMaH[y, u OygeM yOuBaTh MOHCTPOB U JPAKOHOB.

[TocnenHsist 4acTh, ObIJIa CKAa3aHO TAK HACMEILIINBO, YTO 3TO SIBHO OBLIO IIyTKOM. Ho Ipo apyryio
YacThb, KaXkeTcs, OHa Oblyla cepbe3Ha, TOBOPS 00 9TOM.

-A OyMaJl, 94TO THI IIPOCTO cOeraentb. MBI MOXKeM YMePETh TaM, €CJIK MBI HE GYJIGM JOCTAaTO4YHO
IIOATOTOBJICHHI. KpOMe BOPOBCTBA, YTO ThHI YMeeH.U:?

-Juipu, Hy He OyzieM XKe MBI BCe BpeMs CpazKkaTbCs C MOHCTpaMu. HaM B Ipymmy u BOPOBCKUE
Ka4yeCTBa MOTYT IIPUTOIUTHCS.

-¢1 mormMmaro. Ho 9T0 HE CTOMUT TOTO, YTO ORI IIOIBEPTaTh CBOIO JKU3Hb OMACHOCTH. DTO MBI C TOOOMH
BCIO XM3Hb TaK KUJIH, He JyMas o mociaefcTBusx. Ho oHa X He Takas, OHa Morja OBl CTaTh,
HaIpuMep, XOPOoLIel KEeHOM.

-Ou! 9u! Oit! He crout cOpackiBaTh MEeHS CO CUETOB. & He HAaCTOJIBKO I1JI0Xa, KaK BH gyMaeTe. Bor,
ecniy OBl BbI OBIJTM MCKATeNISIMU IIPUKITIOYeHUHM, KaKoi paHT OBl OBl ¥ Bac?

-XMMM... Ecniu Tak mogyMaTth. 30J10TOM MOXKET?

-3onoTtou? - Cenna 4yTh IPUTHUXJIA 3agyMaBIIKUCh. Ho MOTOM, IpOOOIXKKUIIa OYeHb TUXO0, CIIOBHO
roBopwuia mmpo cebs. - 91 cpaBHUIIA OB CBOM HABBIKK C IIJIATHHOM.

-IlnaTuHa? - HE YCKONb3HYJIO OT yiei Opatbes. - Hy, uTo ObI THI HE TOBOPHIIA, Y DUPU €CTh TaJaHT...

-XoaH! - [Ipepsan ero Jitper. CKOIbKO OBl THEN HU IIPOIIIO0 CO BPEMEHU UX COBMECTHOM moe3uku. OH
He X0TeJl el 00 3TOM paccKa3biBaTh. OHa eMy yKe He "He HpaBHUIach", Kak IIPU UX IIePBOU BCTpeyYe.
[Tocrne Bcex 9TUX OHEU, HOUEU U MOCUAETIOK y KOCTPa, MeXKAy HUMU COPMUPOBAJIACH XOPOIINe
OTHOLIeHUs. Takoro poga Telible OTHOLIEHUSI POOUIIUCH, B 3TOM IyTellleCTBUU. UTO-TO Bpome
OpyKOBI ¥ TOBApHUINECTBa. MOXKeT, OH ITPOCTO XOTeN, y0epeyub ee OT XKU3HU UCKATEIIS IPUKITIOUEHUN
M 3alIUTUTh ee. MOXKeT OH IIPOCTO XOTEJI OISl Hee CYacCThbs, B 00OBIYHOM MUPHOM XKU3HH, KOTOPOW OHA
3acinyxkuBaeT... Moxert... Moxer... becuncieHHOe "MOXKeT" CKOBBIBAJIO €r0, YTO, OH CaM He IIOHUMaAJl
B UEM IpPHUUYMHA.

-9u! A Hy paccka3zanu OsICTPO!

-[Ipomy, He Hapmo, XoaH.



-O11! - TOT Ke B3TJISM, 4TO 1 BY€pPa, KOrga OH IoMeIIajl eu Y KOCTDPa. XOTs HET, OH BHITJISAOEN ellle
3jiee, 4eM OBLI oo 3TOTrO.

-MMM... - TTomHSAT CBOM B3I K 001aKaM B pa3fyMbsx XoaH. - Pacckaxy, 1ocie Toro, Kak Thl
pacckaxellb, 4eM 3aKOHYUIIaCh BUEPAIIHISI HCTOPHS.

-Tak He 4ecTHO! - TOMaxasia BBEPX-BHU3 CBOMMH KyJIayKaMM B3POCyIasi OeBYIIKa.

-Tenepb IIOHMMaelllb, KakK s ce0s YYBCTBOBAJ BCIO 3TY HOYL? Axaxaxaxa.

Bces rpymna, Tak U 1uia 1o 9TOM OOUHOKOM fopore. Kasamoch BpeMsi OT BDEMEHHU, YTO OHU CIIUIIKOM
TPOMKO IIYMSIT, CMEIOTCS UM pagyoTcs. OHM yKe He OBUIM TaK CKOBaHBI B OOLIEHUM APYT C OPYTOM,
KaK B HayaJjle UX IIyTelleCTBUs. Bolisl B TEPPUTOPHUIO APYTOro KOPOJIEBCTBa, UM Ka3ajloCh, YTO OHU
OCTaBHUJIX CBOIO CTapylo KH3Hb, BMECTE CO CTaphiMu IIpobneMamu. [Iyraoiiee 4yBCTBO
HEM3BECTHOCTH TaK U He MPOTMaio, HO OHU AyMalll, YTO yKe BMeCTe OHU CMOTYT IIPOUTH Yepes
MHOroe. MMeHHO, Takue Bedepa KakK BUepallHsis, B KPyTr'y ApPy3ed y MaJIeHbKOIr0 KOCTpa, COrpeBasio
UX CYACThe B rIIyOuHe OYyILIN, Iepef 3TUM OONIbIINM MUPOM.

-Buxy ¢opr. [Iymaio, oHO npuHamiexuT Kongosckomy KoponeBCTBy.
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