— Yepr! Yro... — Benbderop HaxMypuscsa 1 MOJI0KUI PYKy Ha TPECHYBIIYIO «JIeHb».

B ABuuu nepetekiia Mary, 4 0OHa TyT XKe U3MeHUsa (opMy, BEPHYBIIUCH B IEPBOHAYANIbHOE
COCTOSIHUE.

ABvuu JIeHH, B OTJIMYKE OT APYTUX ABHYHM, MOTJIa OBITh YHHUTOXKeHa pu3ndecku, HO Onarogaps
BO3MOXKHOCTH U3MEHSATh (PopMy oHa OLICTPO BOCCTaHaABNIMBaJlaCh ¥ MOTJIa CHOBA aTaKOBaTh
IIPOTUBHUKA.

U Bce xe...
«Takou Kak [TanjoK He CMOXEeT pa3pyLIUuTh ABUYU».
YHUUYTOXKHUTL ABHYH MOT pasBe YTo APyro¥ Benukui B Xofe CpakeHus.

Ha camowm fene ¢ «JIeHbi0» BOOOIIe OBIJIO CIOKHO YTO-1100 cuenatb. OCOOEHHO AJIsT feEMOHA YPOBHS
ITannoxka.

A 3T0 3HAQUMJIO TOJIBKO OOHO:
«THI... THI HA 3a YTO He CIPABUIILCA C CUJIOW BeInKOro».
— Kak Th1... — rina3a Benbderopa HanmonHUINCh, HEHABUCTHIO.

On 6GpocuI BHI30B CaMOT001i0 BeTHKOT0, KOTOPBIN ITPOXKUIT MPUIUYHOE KOJTMYECTBO JIeT,
HaCJIaXkAasiCh CBOUM BEJIMYUEM.

Benbderop He 4yBcTBOBas ce0s HACTOIBKO YHUXKEHHO [aXKe KOrma I0BepPrcs HalageHuIo
l'ocmioguHa.

XoTh OH u OB YessoBeKoM, HO oOnmamast Cuoi [ToxkupaTesns MOT CPAaBHUTHCS C IeMOHAMHU, KOTOPHIE
OB POXKIEHH Benukumu.

Ho c TTannokoM Bce ObIIO HHAYE.

B Kpyrax meMOHOB 0 HEM XOOWIM Y3KACHbIE CIIYXH, HO BCe XKe ero cujaaM ObIT mpemer.

OH ocTaBaJjiCcsi 0OBIYHBIM IEMOHOM, HO...

— Kak npourpasiuii B BOMHE IeMOH IIOCMeJl HalleIuThCs Ha ABu4u Benukoro?

Y INannoka He ObI710 HUKAKUX CHil.

XoTh OH M 00J1afiaz IepYaTKoOM, HO OHa He OblJla HACTOJILKO 2Ke MOIIMHOM, KaK Cumibl Benukux.
OH He JoTAruBaJl O0 UX YPOBHS.

OH c camoro CBOero poxneHuns CylieCTBOBAJI JIUIIb OJIA TOTO, YTOOBI IIPpUCITy2KNBATH
MOT'yIieCTBEHHBIM OE€MOHAM. Ho oH, HaxomsCh Ha IHE, TIOCMEN OCKAINThCI Ha Benukoro.

[Tomo6HOE HeJOIyCTUMO.
— Ympu!

Oxn npumenun Cuny HenopsuxxuocTtu. OHa CJIOBHO [aBsIIKY 3aHaBeC OIycTunIach Ha Ilanmoka co



BCeX CTOPoH. CHOBa MOSBUIIMCh BOCEMb PYK, HadaBIlIue TIHYTh IeMOHAa B CTOPOHHI.
— Oyx, — [lannok nepeses ObIXaHUe.

Ha ero Tene Haxogunuch YepHBIE JOCIIEXX U OH BIIEPBBEIE YYBCTBOBAJ B HUX OIPOMHYIO CUITY,
CMeIIVBaIIyCs ¢ ero Maru.

«3t0 6rmaromaps 'ocrioguny?» — I1annoK IPUITYPHUIICS.
Ero pmyia 6bia cBg3aHa ¢ aymoun Kan V.

YuuteiBast, 4To ['0CTIOOUH BEePHYJ BCe CHUJIBI, KOTOPHIMU 00amai B Any, padymeetcs, ¥ [1annok Obin
CHUJIEH.

«H He TONbKO», — YCMEXHYJICS OH.

Kan Y maBan emy Tonpko Maru. Ho mpocTo mpu G0/IBIIIOM €€ KOIHUYeCTBe OH ObI HE CMOT
MCIT0/Ih30BaTh HOBHIE CITOCOOHOCTH.

Ouryuienue nogaepxkku Kan V cuenano ero mpocto 6omee yBepeHHBIM.
To, 4TO OH oIIyIIa, ObIIO CUTION, TOTYYeHHOM UX COBMECTHBIMH YCUTTUSIMU,
«Ho 310 HeBaxkHO», — [la/yIOK pa3BepHYJICS.

OH ellle pa3 KpenKoO CXKaJl KyJlaKy ¥ B IIOJIHOXW Mepe IIPOYyBCTBOBAJI BCIO CUJY [OCIEeX0B. COBCEM
HeBaXKHO ITOYEMY OIyIlaeMasi UM CHJla IpoOynunachk. I'maBHOe, YTO OH CMOXKET IPUMEHUTH €€ B
cpaxenuu npotus benbderopa.

«I'ocnoguH...»
[Tanmox 3ameTus ofuHOKUM 00pa3 KaH VY, ugyliero mo BEICOKO# ToOpe.
Ha ero nnedax u Tak Bcerfia jiexas OOJIbIION I'Py3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Kak 1 00bIYHO OH BCe Heflall B OMUHOYKY U JBUTAJICS TOIBKO Biepep. Tyma, Kyna HONUTH MPaKTUUYECKU
HEBO3MOXKHO.

«Teneps...» — rnasa [laioka CBUPENO CBEPKHYIIN.

Ero dyepHbie mocmexu 3allleBeIUINCh U U3 UX COETUHSIONINX YaCTel MOMelN YePHBIHY Iap.

«...d TIOUJY BMECTE C HUM».

B ogHO MrHOBEHME YepPHOT0 ITapa CTaJio elne 00JIbIle ¥ OOeTHH B mocmexu I1anmok pBaHY BIEpe.
Cuna HemogBuzKHOCTU IPOAOJIXKaa JaBUTh Ha HETO CO BCEX CTOPOH.

«BHU3».

Brint onuH cioco6 n30eXaTh maBjIeHu.

[Tanmox cxas KyJaku.

XoTh ofHa U3 PYK u Obllla OTOpBaHa «JIeHbI0», HO ceivac Ha eé MecTe KPacoBa/ICh YEPHBIE TOCIIEXH.



«YOUBUTEJIBHO».

9T0 OBITM BCETO JIUIIb HOCIEeXy U3 Maru, HO OH MOT IIEBETUTh PYKOM, OyTO OHa Oblia Ha MeCTe.
[Tanmok ycMexXHyJCS ¥ OMYCTUI KyJIaKH.

3eMIIsl COTpsCnach, CJIOBHO OT B3pkiBa 60MOBI. I'psisb ¥ KAMHM, CIIyCTUBILKECS C JIaBUHOM, Hadyalu
IIPOBaIMBAThCS MOA 3eMJT0. [I0BEpXHOCTHL 3aBOJTHOBaNIach, Kak IIpu IMTOpMe, pa3bpackiBasi BCe
BOKDYT.

[Tannoka TyT XKe yXBaTUIIX BOCEMb PYK, HauaB CaBIHMBATh €Ille CUJIbHEE YEM PaHbIIIE.
[leMOH CBEpPKHYII B3IJIALOM.

«f1 Ha@IOMUIICS OOHAXK b, HO BTOPOU pa3 3TO HEe IOBTOPUTCS».

OH, UTHOPHUPYS OaBSIIYIO CUAJY, ABUTAJICS BIEPES.

— Arpx! — Benbderop moKpuBUICS.

[Tannok mBUrascs Ha HETo CJIIOBHO MalllnHa, ¥ Benbderop cioBa co3man BOKPYT ce0s1 3aMUTHYIO
000J1049Ky U3 «JIeHu».

Ho BHe3amHO pa3mascs ouyepeqHol B3PHIB, ¥ YEPHOTO AbIMA CTaso eIré Oosbire. Co3maHHbIHN
mocriexaMu 1ap OblI HACTOJIBKO TYCTBIM, UTO IIperpangui 063op benmbderopy.

Cuna HenmogBuKHOCTH paccesinach.
— A-a-a...

Benbderop nomaTHyncs u noTsuyn [Tamnoka 3a pyky. UepHas nepyaTka ymana U U3 MecTa, Te
MOJIZKHA OBlIa HAXOMUTHCS €T0 PyKa, MOBAIKII YEPHHIN Map, MPUHSABLINHE HOPMY PYXKbSI.

OH BHITSIHYJI JIEBYIO PYKY [0 IIpefenia U HaXaJjl Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYOK.
— Bbawm.

YepHBIii Iap CO BCeX CUIILL yHapui B rooBy benbderopy.

)%k

[Bam moguuHeHHHbIN [Tannok ycoun HaBeK «KoposeBckue Jlocmexu» ]

— Yro, npocTure?

[Tepen rnasamu KaH Y BCIIBEIIIO yBeNOMIIEHKE, M OH YOUBIEHHO HAaKJIOHWUII TOJIOBY.

— Kakoro yépTa?

HoBoctu 0 ToM, uTO I1aniok ycBouI HOBYIO TEXHUKY, KOHEUHO, OTIMYHBIE, HO BpEMS CTPaHHOE.
«Heyxenu...» — Kan Y npuiypurcs.

OH BCTIIOMHWJI TIPUKa3, KOTOphIH oTHan [lanmoky: HaiiTu Benbderopa 1 HOI0XKUTEL O €T0



MECTOIIOJI0KEHUH.
«OH cpaxaertcs? C bensperopom?!»

B npoTuBHOM ciydae eMy OBl He NIPHUIIIO OK0OHOE YBEJOMIIEHHE.

— BoT ke 3acpanelr! — OH IOKPUBUJICS.

Ha napHs Hax/IBHYJI0 OECIIOKOUCTBO.

«[Tannok cuieH, KOHEYHO, HO HA 9TOM BCe U 3aKaHUUBAETCS».

Ecnu oH BHIIET OOWH Ha OOWH IPOoTUB benbderopa, To Bce 3aKOHUUTCS nopaxeHueM [lasnmoka.
— Yept! — mapeHb BRIPyTAJCS, U B €r0 T'0JIOCE YUTAI0Ch IBHOE OECIIOKOKCTRO.

OH B3BOJIHOBAHHO IIPUKYCHUTI T'YOY.

[Tockonbky ITamnok 61 cBsi3aH ¢ Kan ¥ opyrum MeTtonom, Hexkenu 3To Ob110 ¢ Cu XyHOM, OH He MOT
YBUAETH IPOUCXOASAIIEE, €T0 B3TISA0M.

[Cuna Habmomatens]

On npumenusn Cuimy u 0CMOTPe 1oJjie 60s1 C BRICOTH ITUYLETO 10JIETA. [lapeHb HAIllea MeCTo
cpaxenusd [Tannoka u benwsderopa.

— ®yx, — oH 00/1er4YeHHO B3MOXHYI. — MOHOT.

Kan VY Bempb npukasan eMy CBSI3aThCS C HUM, Korfa ToT HaufeT benbderopa. [TapeHs menkHy
SI3BIKOM U OTJISTHYJICS.

— A-a-ax...

MoHcTp, 00MOTaHHBIM KPOBaBEIMU OMHTaMHU, JepKall B pyKax ITOJIOMaHHYI0 HAMoIojaM caliIio u
IIaTascs U3 CTOPOHE! B CTOPOHY.

— Kak... kak THI 370 caenan?.. — KpoBaseiii [loBenuTens HemoHUMalOIe ycTaBuicd Ha Kan V.
OH OblT HacnbIIaH 0 ['ocrioguHe, TPEKPacHO 3Has, YTO TOT CUJIEH U OIaCeH.

— Kxe-kxe! — 0H 3aKallisaicsd KPOBBIO.

«Ho 51 u He mymar, 4To OH Oy#eT HaCTOJIbKO IIPEBOCXOOUTh MEHS. .. »

OH pmaxe He CMOT OaTh JOCTOWHEIM OTIIOP, HE CMOT IIPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATh BCE TO, YeMy Hay4duycs 3a
TBHICSTYY JIET TPEHUPOBOK.

FocnoguH Me[JIeHHO MIOMOIIEN K HEMY.

TOT OHS TOMOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJT IPSIMO Ha ero NuIlo. B HeM He OBIJI0 HUYET0 IPUMeYaTeIbHOTO,
KpoMe OCTpHIX 4epT. Ho ceifiyac UMEHHO 3TO JIUIO BRI3BIBAJIO Y HETO ITePBOOBITHLIM CTPaX.

— A-a-a!!! — Kposassrii [ToBenuTesnb 3aKpudast 4To ObIIO MOIITH.

OH pe3KOo MOIHSIJT CBOIO HAIIOJIOBUHY CJIIOMaHHY0 CabIIio.



[MTocnmengHue THICSYY JIET OH, yOMBasi, TPEHUPOBAJICS UMEHHO C Hel, H3-3a Yero UCXOMsIas oT Hee
Maru OblyTa TEMHO-KPACHOTO IIBETa.

KpoBaBas marus.

OHa OCHOBHIBaJIaCh Ha KPOBU YOUTHIX cabrel kepTB. YTOOR CIIPaBUTLCS C Hel, OH MIPUIIOKUIT
MHOKeCTBO ycunuii. OH MPOCYIIeCTBOBaI THICAYY JIET B CaMOM HACTOSAIIleM HOYHOM KoILlIMape, Cpenu
KPUKOB YMepIIXX. ITO 3acTaBuiio CaTaHy IPU3HATh €r0 CUJIBI U IIO3BOJIUTH CTAaTh BepXymKO.

«Ho...»
Kak, oO6nagast Tako¥ CHIIOM, OH MOT IIPOUTPATh?
— Y™mpu-u-u!

Ou 3amaxHyJcs cabnelt, 1ensch B royioBy Kan V. Ero Teno, B monbITKaxX OCTaTh A0 MapHs, OyOTO
CJIOKHMJIOCH HAIIOIIOJIaM.

Kan Y paccmesincs u OogHSI PYKY, OCTaHOBUB IIOJIOBUHY ca0iu, KOTOPOU B HETO Lenuics KpoBaBrii
[ToBenuTens.

— XM...— napeHb IPUKOCHYJICS K Maru, paciBeTiiei KpaCHEIMUA KPOBaBbIMU LIBETAMHU, U
TTPUILYPUIICS.

«Kak on Hakonun Maru Ha XBaH?» — B HEM IIPOCHYJIOCH JTFOOOTIBITCTBO.
[Tapens nonpuaepxan cBo Maru, nelTasiCh IPOYYBCTBOBaTh Maru NpoTUBHUKA.

— OX-X0-X0! — OH y[OUBJIEHHO KUBHYJI ['0JI0BOX. — TEI IIpeBpaTuil yyxkue MydeHus B Maru? He 3Hain o
TAKOM CII0cobe.

Maru, oCHOBEIBABILIASICSI Ha KPOBU YOUTEIX.

YnuBuTennHO.

KaHn Y nipepBancs u 1EIKHYIT S36IKOM.

— He addexTuBHbI criocob.

['nymo 6b1y10 moObIBaTh Maru u3 KpoBU MepTBLEIX. Pa3Be Takasg Maru MoxeT ObITh 3¢ GeKTUBHA?
«Jlyuure yx TexHuku Cu XyHa».

OH x0Ts OBl MOT HaKallJIMBaTh peajibHYyI0 CUIIy B CBOEM TeJle. B cpaBHeHMM C HEW KpoBaBasl Marus
“MeJsia orpaHu4YeHus u Ovlyla MeHee 3G PeKTHBHA.

— Yro?..

— T'oBOpIO, YTO TBOU CHUIJIHI - HEPEMO coDaube.

— [I-n-momozKnau, KaK ThI Y3HaN?.. — €ro B3I 3agpoxKail.

9T0 OBLI TOJILKO €T0 CII0CO0, KOTOPHIM OO0JIbIlIe HUKTO HE BIIaiel.

Ho xak OH ero no4yBCTBOBaI?



— THI... TH y3HaJ 00 9TOM ITPOCTO MPUKOCHYBIIUCH K Maru? — oH ObII B 3aMeNIaTeNTbCTBE.
Kan V ycmexnyrcs.

— DTO He Tak yX U CI0XKHO. Begp 110 UTOTY 5TO IPOCTO APYrOM BUf, a CUJIa BCe Ta XKe.
[IpoTUBHUK MOTYal.

— I'myneu. Ecnu Ha Maru noBHMMaTeJIbHENW IIOCMOTPETh, TO MOXKHO YBUAETH, OTKy[a OHa.
— 4ro?..

Yrto BooOIIIe 3HAYAT €T0 CJIoBa?

— HpOBepI/IB Kak Maru IepeMenraeTCsd 110 TBoOeMy TeJly, MOXKHO JIETKO JOTraJdaThbCd, YTO JIEXKUT B eé
OCHOBE.

— TrI uero HeceIlb? 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO...
II11st Hero KpoBb OblNTa TPOBOJHUKOM Maru.

U moxasaTenbCTBOM TOMY OblsIa KPOBB, TeKyIasi B ero Tene. OHa cMelnanach ¢ ero COOCTBEHHOU U
crasna 6a3oi gnsg Maru. He Hy>KHO ObITh TeHHEM, YTOOHI IIOHSATH, KaKas CHJla IIepeMellaeTcs 1o ero
TBICSTYEKUIJIOMETPOBEIM KPOBEHOCHEIM cocyfgaM. OHU HACTOJIBKO OINHHBIE, YTO MU MOXKHO 000THYTh
BCIO 3eMJII0 10 9KBATOPY ABaXK[Hl, Ja ellle ¥ 0CTaHeTCS HECKOJIbKO THICSY.

Ho xakK 0H CMOT HACTOJIbKO TOYHO ONUCATh €r0 CUIy?

— Ecnu 3ax0TeTs, TO BCe BO3MOXKHO, IPUOYPOK, — paccMmescd Kan V.
KpoBaBriii [ToBenuTens B OTBET 3aKpUYal U30 BCEX CHUI:

— Yyms! XKenanue He MOXKeT OBITh KJII0OUOM KO BceMy!

— Her, moxeT. Tak TOBOPSAT TOIBKO UAMOTH, KOTOPBEIE HUUETO HE MeNaloT OJIs JOCTURKEHUS e, —
KaH Y menknyn a3bK0M.

«BoT Monomexs normia. CoOBCeM He CTapalTCsa», — OH Pa304apOBaHHO IIOMOTAJI TOI0BOM.
— OTKyga THL..

— Tl Korga-HUOYOb OIIyIAJ B CBOEM Tejle OKeaH?

— Yro?

— OkeaH, KOTOPHIY T'OTOB B 1106011 MOMEHT XJILIHYTh Yepe3 Kpail.

Oxean Marwu, KOTOpoMy HET KOHIIa.

— W B HEM eCTb BCETo TPU MaJIeHbKMX OCTPOBKa. [la ¥ OHM He CIIacaloT, IOTOMY 4YTO TO U JIeJi0
OKa3BIBAIOTCS TOA BOHoii. M ecnu He MPUJIOKUTD YCUIIUS, TO T€0S MPOCTO HAKPOET BOJIHOM.

Kpogsasmiti IToBenuTens Mom4al.

— M Tak KaxX[pll pa3, KOraga TH eIllb, CIIUIIL WX 3aHUMAaellbCs CBOMMU AeNlaMu. Kaxmeii pa3s, Korga



THl CMEEIILCS UITM HACNIaXKAaThCs XKU3HbI0. KaXkaei pa3, KOTfa ThI MJIaYelllb ¥ TPYCTHUIIb, KOTHa
3/UIILCS. U XOUelllb 3aKpUYaTh - BOJIHA TOTOBA HaKpHITh Te0s. Y maxe Torga, KOTrfa Thl IPOCTO
ObIIUIG. [109TOMY 71 TOTO, YTOOH! BEIKUTE, IPUXOAUTCS OTUASTHHO 60poThCs. Tak 4To mogo0Hoe -
IYCTSK.

Kposaseiii IToBeuTe b He MOT IIOHSTh, 0 YeM TOT TOBOPHUT. [IJi HeTo 9Ta TeMa OblyIa CIUIIKOM
naneka. Ho ecnu ero cpaBHeHUe eMCTBUTENIBHO UMEET MeCTO OBITh, €CJIM BHYTPU HAaXOOUTCS
OyIIyIoIKii OKeaH, TOTOBHIM B 1F000M MOMEHT BHIUTH U3 G€peros, To...

— Ilouemy?
[Touemy OBI TPOCTO HE CHATHCS?
Benb B TPOTHBHOM CJTydae yOeraTh OT BOJIHBI TPUOETCS BCIO XKU3Hb.

Bpen. Kto moiimeT Ha Takoe B 34paBoM yMe? JTO BCe PaBHO YTO HOOPOBOJILHO 3a/1e3Th B KOTJIOBAH C
KUIAIed BOgOU. Yel0BeK IIPOCTO-HAIPOCTO HE CMOXKEeT BEIAepXKaTh TaKOro.

— f 3Han, 4To TH crpocuils, — Ka#a Y paccmesrca.

Ho crout nu 03By4uBaTh II04YEMY OH He CHAJICSA?

— ¢ He X0Ten ocTaBaThCS II03a0H.

— A... — IPOTHUBHUK OpPOXKa.

OH cMoOTpen NIPIMUKOB B I'Jla3a ['ocriogrHa, B KOTOPBIX YUTAJIOCh CUJIBHOE IIyralollee XeJlaHue.
«3T0...»

PasymeeTtcs, eMy OBIJTO 3HAKOMO 3TO 4yBCTBO. HeT, 0HO, IoxKamy#, 3HaKOMO BCEM KUBBIM
CyILIEeCTBaM.

«X04y KUThH».

«He cobupaiock yMupaThb».

Haxe ecnu cTymnas KaXK[blil mar mpugeTcs 60poThes. [IpugeTcs UATH Ha MHOXKECTBO YJIOBOK.
JIumb OBl OCTATHCS B JKUBBIX.

B ero rnasax Obly1a UMEHHO CTPACTh K KU3HU.

KpoBagtiit [ToBenuTenb KPenko cxkaj I'yObl.

Tricsiua neT U gecsaTh THCSAY JIeT.

9T0 Gbinia He pobeMa BpeMeHu. OHa 3aKI0vanach COBCEM B JPYTOM.

Bpen? Bosce HerT.

FocnoguH KaXkayio CeKYHOY, KaXKablii MOMEHT CBOEM KM3HU BeJl 001 CO CMepPThIO.

— THI... — OH BCIOMHUJI cJioBa benbderopa u 3agpoxart erie 0omnbiine. — ThI CISTHUIL.



— 4 xe rosopur, — paccmesinicsa Kan Y. — Thi ellie He rOTOB.
CexkyHpa, u ronoBa KposaBoro IloBenutens pa3ieTenach Ha KyCOYKHU.

Kan Y nmopHs royoBy u mocMoTpen Ha He60. Cpaxenue CaTaHbl u Padanna no cux mop
IIPOJ0JIKAJIOCh.

— 4 gyman, uto CaTaHa ObICTpee JITKeT, HO OH XOPOIIIO IePKHUTCS.

Ox BcrmoMHMI, KaK CaTaHa MPoOUTpast B IPOIIILIH pa3. Certyac oH OB ropa3fo CUIbHEE, YeM TOIfa, B
Any.

— Hy-ka, — yronku ry6 Kau Y [porHynu U OH ellle BHUMaTeIbHEE TIOCMOTpPENT Ha cpaxkeHue. — KTo
JKe BBIUTPaeT?

[ToGenuTe b OMpPeNeIuTCs COBCEM CKOPO.
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