— Ba... Baan Xa3ak... — gpoxaliyuM rojiocoM Ipou3Hecsa JIXUIHa.
Kan ¥V c uHTEpecHOM yTOYHUIT:
— Tel 3Haews ero?

— Jla. 9To cunbHeMHImMY MUY, obuTauuii B ceBepHoi yactu PHO, Ha 3emne MépTBeiX. 2Kutenu PHO
30BYT €ro BlIaCTUTeNeM, — OXUOHA OCTOPOXKHO B3TJIsIHyJIa Ha Baan Xa3aka.

— XM... — rna3a Kan Y 3acusnu.
OH mepeBes B3TJIA HA OIETOTO B YEPHYIO PoOy cKeleTa.
«BrnacTurtesns, TOBOPHUIIb...»

Ha camoM pene, HeBaXXHO, Tak 3TO unu HeT. Ceryac ero OosbIie BOJIHyE€T npyroﬁ BOIIPOC -
HACKOJIBKO ITOJIE3HBIM OH OKaXKETCSA B Ka4eCTBE IIPU3BAHHOT'O CYH.IGCTBE\?

«OH TOYHO BJIIACTUTEL?»

KaH Y ompeneneHHO YyBCTBOBAJ CUIbHYI0 Maru. I'opa3mo cuibHee TOH, YTO U3NydaeT dxugHa. Ho
TIpaB/a JIX OH BIIACTUTEITH?

«OH 0c000 CHILHO HE OTJIMYAEeTCsI OT AHTOHA».

XoTh OH U He OBITT yBEPEH B TOM, KaKOW CUJION 00afjaeT 3TOT CKeJIeT, HO CO CTOPOHH Ka3ajIoCh, UTO
OH JIMIIIL HEMHOI'O CHJIbHee AHTOHA.

— Copomy emé pa3. I'me s1? — xmypo nepecnpocui Baan Xa3axk.

Ot Hero Hayajia UCXOJUTH e1llé 0oJjiee MOIIHAs 9HEPTHS, CIIOBHO OH IIBITAJICS UM yTPOXKaTh.
KaH Y ycmexnyncs.

— 4 npusBan Te0s.

— IlpusBan?

— BepHo. [ToToMy 4TO MHE HYyK€H ITOAYMHEHHBIMN.

[ToBucmna tuimHa. Ero 0e3:XKHU3HEHHEIE T7la3a 3aMepliany XKeJITEIM CBETOM.

— IlogumHeHHBIM... TH 4TO, X04elllb TOAYMHUTD MEHS, Benukoro Baan Xa3aka, cBoel Boie?
— Hy, B 061ux yeprax, fa, — YTBEPAUTEIHHO KUBHYI ronoBoi Kan Y.

— Xa! — yCMexHYJIC CKeJIeT U ero TeJlo 3aTPSICIIOCh.

YcMelika B MTHOBEHUE IIpEBpaTUiach B XOXOT.

— Ax-xa-xa! Kak untepecHo! OueHb 3aHATHO! — CKeJIeT KJallaJl CBouMU 3y0aMu, a U3 ero Teja
MCXOOua BCE TaKas XXe yCTpallaiouas SHEPIus.

CTpallHblii XKeITHIH CBET ero a3 Ol HampasieH Ha Kan V.



— YenoBek cobupaeTcs caenaTh MEHS CBOUM IMOIUMHEHHBIM?

— Ecinu roBopuTh TOYHEE, TO HE YesioBeK... CII0KHO 9T0 00bsICHUTH, — KaH V modecasn 3aTHUIOK. —
Tak unu wHayve, s MefCTBUTEILHO IPU3Baj Tebs B KaYeCTBe CBOET0 MOTYMHEHHOTO0. Ecnu Thl Gymes
IpefiaH MHeE, TO g OTIIavy Tebe.

9T0 OBIIIO OMHUM U3 ITPaBUI Afia.

MHorpma Kan ¥V maxe 4yBCTBOBAJI YpE3MEPHYIO IIPENAHHOCTb CO CTOPOHHI I1asioKa, HaXxosiCh B Afy.
OH HY pa3 3aMeyvast ux ¢ JIUJTUT Hafl CBOEU KPOBATHIO, OXPAHSIOMMX ero. OgHAKO OH BCerga OTBedall
Ha WX IPeJaHHOCTh B3aMMHOCTBIO U 3a4aCTyI0 JapoBaj BO3HATPaXKIeHUe.

«B 3TOM 1 3aKIo4yaeTcs POJIb BIIQCTUTETISA.

BractuTenb, He YBaXKalOUIHi CBOMX MOJYNHEHHEIX, HUYEM He Xy2Ke CAaMOr0 HaCTOSIIero THpPaHa.
I BUXKYyIIIe# CUJION B IIPABIEHUH SIBJISIOCH UMEHHO IOOLIPEeHKe MPENaHHOCTH U JKeCTOKOe HaKa3aHue
ITPOTECTYIOLIMX.

— Xa-xa-xa! Tl He 3HAKOM CO CTpaxoM! — paccMesisicd Baan Xazak ¥ MOOHSI PYKY. — YXKac,
KOTOPHIM HACTUTAET TAKUX JIIOfIel, B Pa3bl CTPaAllHee 0OBIYHOTO.

OH nosen pYKOfI, COCTOSIIIEeN TOJIbKO U3 KocTel. Ka3anock, OH 4TO-TO efiBa CHBIIIHO LIendyeT. Kan Y
OKYyTalla CUJIbHAd 3100a, ¥ OH ceJan BHOX.

«OH He OyHOeT TaKUM ke MOCTYLUIHEIM KaK IXUIHA».

[[TomuvHEHHOE CYIIeCTBO NIPOSBNISAET K X03AMHY BpaxkaeOHoCTh! CBa3b crnabeeT!]
[CBs3b ocnaberna, TpUHYXKAEHNE IPUMEHUTD HeNlb35! ]

B nogTBepXKmeHNEe ero MBICIISIM ITOSIBUJIMCEH YBEIOMIIEHUST CCTEMEL.

Ucxopsmasa u3 Tena Baan Xaszaka Maru paccrenumnach II0 3eMIiie.

W3 11ouBLI HaYaIu MOSIBISITHECSI COTHH CKEJIETOHOB. DTO OLUIM He OOBIUHLIE CKeJIeThl, OHU OOJIbIIIe
HaIlOMUHAIU CPEeTHEBEKOBHIX PHIIIApel, OfeTHX B 00EeBbIE MOCIIEXH.

Baan Xa3ak MKUPOKO pacCTaBUJI PYKU U 3aKpuyal:
— VBups! ITouyBcTBy#t! OKkyHucsk B yxkac! [lepen To00# 51, BIaCTUTENb...

Kan 'y IMIEeJIKHY IIaJIbIlaMH, U Cuna YPaFaHHOfI BosiHEI B MUT ITOBasnuiia BCIO dPMHUIO CKEJIETOHOB. Hx
YeJIIOCTH OTIIaIM BHU3, a JOCIIEXH 3aMETHO IIOMSINCh. BMecTe co 3BYKOM JIOMAIOIMUXCsL KOCTen
CKEJIETOHEI Pa3BaJIMJIINCh Ha YaCTH.

— A? — obeckypaxXeHHO BHIIOXHYJ Baan Xa3ax.
OH mocMOTpEN Ha B MTHOBEHUE COKPYIIEHHYI0 apMUIO ¥, HE BEPS CBOMM TJla3aM, IIOMOTaJl TOJI0BOH.

— [Ins 9yenoBeKa TH 06Iafaelb TOBOJIBHO OOIBIION CUIOM! — BEIKPUKHYJI OH M OCTPO CBEPKHYII
B3TJISIIOM.

OH coOpan pyKu mepeq rpynobio. Mexmy ero KOCT/ISBEIX JagoHel Hadana 00pPa30BEIBATHCS CTYCTOK
Maru.



— Ho cmoxKeIls 11 TH IIPOTHUBOCTOMATE PBIITAPAM CMepTI/I?

CrycTok B ero pykax IIpofioJizKaJl CTAHOBUTLCS 0osbie, 06pa3oBaB packos. Vi3 Hero mosiBuics
OTPOMHBIN CKEJIET, BEICOTOM TIOM TPU MEeTpa.

— Ox-x0-x0! — rnasa KaHn Y 3acusnu.

OT HUX OIIYIIAJIOCh faBleHre, HeCPaBHUMOE C OOBIYHBLIMU CKeJIeTOHAMU.
«Wx nBeHanOuaTh?»

Baan Kasak oTgan npukas pellapsgM CMepTH:

— Brepeq, pritlapu Kpyrioro crona! Y6eiiTe 3TOro xkaikoro yejoBeka, 0CKOpOsiomnero MeHs, Baan
Xa3zaka!

[IpuspayHble NOLIaAN, Ha KOTOPBIX CAMENIH PhILlapyd CMEePTH, 3apkKalu.
— Kan V! — OxupgHa BCcTana nepep mapHeM.
Kan V, yxke coOupaBmuiics BOCIIOIb30BaThCS CBOMM KOJIbIIOM, HA MTHOBEHKE OCTAHOBUIICS.

— XM... — OH Imodecas nog6opoIoK ¥ Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3agyMaics. — [ Te6st 9TO OTIuYHas
BO3MOKHOCTh ITPOSIBUTE Ce0s.

Kan Y momymar, 4to Obisio 6 HeTi0xo, eciu Obl ¢ TpoOieMoit pa3oOpanack OXuaHa.
«E# ToXe HY>KHO YUYUTHCS CpPazkKaThCs».

[TapeHb CIOXKWUII PYKU Ha T'PYAM U IIaTHY Ha3af.

— IxupgHa, mompo0yii B 9TOT pa3 TH €ro Of0JIETh.

— Ia! 4 cupaBmochk! — 0OHa cxkaja 06a KyIaka.

910 OBIN €€ MIAHC TO0Ka3aTh cels.

«4 momxkHa 3acnyX)uTh ogobpenue Kau V!» — B e€ ria3ax mosiBUIach yBePEHHOCTD, a TEJI0 OKyTall
roy0oi CBeT.

BykBanbHO B OOMH MOMEHT TEJI0 IXUAHBI JOCTUTTIO ABaAllaT! METPOB, IIPEBPATUBIINCH B APaKOHA.
YBumeB e€, rna3a Baan Xa3aka 3aropenuch eImie spye.

— JIpakoH? A TH He TaK yXK ¥ IIyII.

Yenosek, mopgunHuBIINM cebe npakoHa? Haxomsick Ha PHO oH HU pa3y He CIBIIAI HU 0 UYeM
IIOJOOHOM.

— HHTepecHO! — MpayHO paccMesisics CKeJleT, iepeBens B3risAn o6paTHo Ha Kan Y. — Ho TH He
MOXKelTb ObITh Ny4ilie PoHanma.

Koponb rocymapctBa ApHaH. ['epoii, BbIOpaHHEIN caMuM BoroM mjist Toro, YTOOH CTATh 3AIUTHUKOM.
Baan Xa3ak HeCKOJIbKO pa3 Halafal Ha HEero C IIe/bio COesaTh PHIlapeM CMEPTH, HO Kaxkaas
TIOTIBITKA 3aKaHYMBaIaCh Heymauei u3-3a TOTo, YTO B [eJI0 BMeluBanuch boru. OT yenoBeka,



CTOSIBIIIETO TIepe[ HUM, He YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HUKAKOW MOONEPKKU BOroB, HO OH CTaHET OTIUYHOM
3amMeHou Ponangy.

— V0eliTe 3TOr0 fpakoHa! — IpoOKpUYal CKeNleT B YepHOU pobe, CMOTPS Ha JXUOHY.
IBeHaAIIaTh phIllapeil CMEPTH, IIOJHSB CBOE OPyXKUe, modexanyd Ha OXUAHY.

— Yto k... — Baan Xa3ak [IOBEPHYJICA.

[Toka ero apmus cpaxanach C LDaKOHOM, eMy 0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb ONHO.

— Xe-xe-xe! XKankuit yenoBeuuinka! He BepUTCS, YTO TH 3aCTABUJI MEHS JIMYHO B3AThHCS 3a TeOs. A
3acTaBio Te0s pa304apoBaThCS B CBOMX CHJIAX...

— Xopormo. Ho criepBa pasbepeMcs ¢ TBOel MaHepou peun, — KaH Y pa3Msiit 3amsaCThs.
OH momyMart o TOM, 4TO eMy HeoOXOOMMO CHellaTh B IIEPBYIO OYepenb.
— O yém THI?..

— Tw1 roBOpHIIE 0 cebe Tak, OyATo y TeOs MaHUS Benuuus, — KaH Y yTOMIEHHO TIOMOTAJI TOJIOBOU. —
CaTaHa CUJIBHO pa3fpazkaa MeHsI 9TUM, U S He MOT'Y II03BOJIUTh, YTOOH MOY MOJYMHEHHBIN TOXKeE Tak
fenan.

— THI KOr0 IOMYMHEHHLIM Ha3Basi?! — 3aBOMMII CKeJIeT ¥ B €ro pyKax IMOSIBUIaCh MOIHasA Maru. —
He mo3Boi0 TeGe TOBOPUTEL TaKOe.

— Hy-ny.

Kan Y npeBpaTuin Konblio B iBy3y0el. OueBUIHO, CUTYAIUIO Ha CJI0BAX Y HUX PA3pEIIUTh He BHIMIET.
B TakoM city4ae 0CTaBasICs JIUIIh OOWH CII0CO0 IMOOYUHUTH €T0 CBOEH BOJIE - CHJIOH.

«Komnu yx oH Ha3weiBaeT ceOst Bnactutenem PHO...»
KaH Y BCIIOMHHUII 0 TOM, KakK CKeJeT IIpeaCcTaBuICs.

Ha camom mene, on Huuero He 3Han 06 PHO. XoTh OXMaHa ¥ paccKasbiBajla 0 HEM, HO MTApHIO BCeraa
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHO ITOX0XKE Ha MecTO u3 (G3HTE3U-PoMaHOB. U 9T0 BCst mH(DOPMalus, KOTopast y Hero
MMeJlach.

«Ecnu oH u npaBha cambli cunbHEIM Ha PHO...»
Ecnu cnoBa Baan Xa3aka IelCTBUTEIbHO OKaXyTCs IIPaBAOU. ..
«To xoTs 661 0 PHO 6eCIioKOUTLCS He IPUOETCS».

KaH Y orTonkHyscs oT 3emnu 4, npuMeHuB Cuiy YCKOpeHus, BEIIETENl BIIepe, IPOTKHYB CKeJleTa
IBY3yOI[EM.

— Kx!

OH co3pgan nepep coboit cteny u3 Maru. Ho Kan Y 3To He 0CTaHOBHUIIO, U OH ellle pa3 BOTKHYJI KOTIhe
B HETO.



TpemuHa.

Baan Xa3axk nomatHyncs, 3amoTas pykaMmu. OH cOo3[an 4epHBI Med U Hanpasuni ero Ha Kaun Y.
Meu KoCHYyJICS OBY3yOlia.

— Kx!

Baan Xa3ak MCIIOIb30BajI Maruio B KayecTBe 3aIuThl. OH OBIJT TEM CAMBIM HEKPOMAaHTOM, KOTOPHIX
YaCTO YIIOMHUHAIOT B UT'PaX.

[By3yGe1 ObICTPO 0OOTHY Me4 ¥ HallPaBUJICS B CKeJleTa. Y HEro mpoCTo-HapPoCTO He ObIJI0 BpeMeHH
TIPUMEHUTDL Maruio. KaH Y ucmoap30Bam MeTo[ KOHTPaTaKy.

— KTo0... KTO THI?..

YernoBek mepen HUM o01afas CHUJIOH, KOTopyio Baan Xa3ak HUKAK He MOT IOHSATh. OH BCerga CUMTall,
YyTO ONMKHME aTaK¥ He MPUHOCAT JOIKHOT0 3¢ddeKTa, 1 3TO OB TEPBHIM pa3, KOrga OH YCOMHUJICS B
CBOEM MHEHUH.

— Huuero He mopesiaeltlb.

OH noHMMaJ, YTO €CJIM TaK MPOAOJIXKUTCS U Jabllle, TO OH IIPOUTPAET.

Baasn Xa3ak mopBas YeTKH, BUCEBIINE Ha ero 3amscTbe. YepHble OYCUHKY TYT XK€ yIaid Ha IOJI.
B aTo#t cuTyanuu eMy HU4ero He 0CTaBaJIOCh, KPOME KakK MepPerTy K KpaHUM MepaM.

«He mymar, 4To MpUAeTCs UCIOIb30BaTh UX 30ECh».

IIssIBONIBCKAs KPOBb.

I peBHUM apTedakT, MO3BOISIOIMINN OHHOPA30BO IIPU3BaTh CYLIECTBO U3 Afa.

Be1up, KOTOPYIO OH HOCUJI C MBIC/IBIO O TOM, YTO OFHAXK[bI UCIIOJIb3YET B Clly4yae KparuHeu
HeoOXOOUMOCTH.

3eMs 3aTpsCciach U pa3gasncs B3peIB Maru.

Baan Xa3zaka okpyxuia MolHas Maru, Kyna cujibHee 4eM Ta, KOTOPOY OH Bilaferl.
«M?» — rnasa Kan Y 3acusanu.

OH BHepBBIE OLIYTUI OIACHOCTD OT OEMCTBUY CKeJleTa.

Koxy 3amumnano. ETo Teno BCTpeneHy1ock, TOTOBSICH K CpaXkKeHuio. B aTOT pa3 cuia Obljia HACTOIBKO
MOIIIHOM, 4TO maxKe KaH ¥ omyTun cTpax.

«OnacHo».
OH movyBCTBOBAJI BOJIHEHUE. JTO ObljIa CHJIa COBCEM [IPYTOro Kiacca.
— Ilpugu xe! CyiecTBo, IpoxuBamwllee Ha gHe O3epa, HallOJIHEHHOIO0 BEYHOCTHIO!

O06pa30Basicss OTPOMHBINA PACKOIT - BO3[YX TPECKAJICS CIIOBHO CTEKJIO.



— Kro 3Ban meHs?

®uoseToBas KoXka, pora Ha JI0y ¥ 3MOPOBOE TEJIO MO MSATh METPOB B BEICOTY.
[TosgBuBIIMKCS U3 pacKoJjla AEMOH IIar"yJl Ha 3eMIJIIO.

— 4 Crpax Cymb05l, jeMoH [IeBATUTHICSIYHOTO KpyTra Ana!

Kan ¥ packpsin pot. Y BoBce He moToMy uTo Baan Xa3ak npu3Baj feMoHa [IeBITUTHICSIYHOTO Kpyra
Apa.

— O Benukui obuTatenb Afa, BRICTYIIAN CJI0BA HUKYEMHOTO, ITPU3BaBIIero Teds!

— l'oBOpHM, — OTBETHIT HEMOH I'PYORIM 6acoM.

Baan Xa3zaxk yka3zan Ha Kan V.

— IlpuHecu cMepTs MOeMy Bpary!

— XMm. Cpaxenne? — CTpax CyabOBI IepeBesl B3I U CTONKHYJICS B3TIsIAoM ¢ Kan V. — A?
Ero rmasa pacmmpuincs.

— Pa3Be 3T0 He BaCTUTENb? — OH B3MaxXHyJ OTPOMHOM PYKOH, YOUBJIEHHO 3a7aB BOIIPOC.
Ero HeoBOJIbHOE, SIDOCTHOE BHIPAXKEHUE JIUlla TYT XKe UCUE3IIO0.

— JlaBHO He BHUIENUCH!.. — CMYILEHHO ITpou3Hec KaH YV U BBIOXHYII.

Crpax CynnOsl.

Hmsa gemoHa, KoTopoMy KaH YV nmopy4un TpeTui OTpsAR KOPOJIEBCKOM apMUU.

— A? — ckenet 0Gomblle Bcex ObLI MIOKKPOBAH BCTpeYei ABYX IeMOHOB. — YTO IIPOUCXOOUT?

Bnacrtutens Baan Xa3ak, BroHsmomuii B ykac BCcto PHO, He TOHUMas, 4TO XKe IPOU30LIIIO0, IIePEBOIUII
B3rsig To Ha Kan Y, To Ha CTpaxa CcynbOHL.
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