I'nmaBa 1: CmepTh

TeMmHoOTa. beta CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HaKOM ¢ Hed. C caMOro poXaeHUs OHa OKpyzKajla ero, CJIIOBHO PO
MYX OKpPYy2KaeT THULMYN Tpym. Ero poguTenu - ydeHsle, KOTOPHIE JIIO0SAT 9KCIIEPUMEHTUPOBATh Ha
JKUBOTHBIX U niofsax. Korma BeTe Ov10 Bcero 2 rofa, OH yKe IIOMOTrasl pasfelibiBaTh TPYIHl. EMy
IIPULITIOCH IPOPEe3aTh YePHYI0 HAapUCOBAHHYIO JIMHUI0, KOTOPas pe3Ko KOHTpacTUpOBaa C

OmemHBIM TemoM. Ero me#icTBusS HUKOUM 00pa30M He ObIIM TOYHBIME, @ CKOpee HallOMUHAIN Maslblia,
PHCYIOLIero MMHUY B MaHgasne (MdHgana — cakpajabHOE CXxeMaTH4decKoe n3obpaxenue 1u6o
KOHCTPYKIUS, UCIOJIb3yeMasi B OyAOUNCKUX U UHOYHUCTCKUX PEJIUTUO3HEIX M 930TEPUYECKUX
IIpaKTHKax.). BOJbIIMHCTBO feTel HaYHYT OieBaTh UM TEPSATh CO3HaHUE NIPU BUe BHYTPEHHOCTEHN U
KpoBaBHIX I'1a3. Ho beTa He moxox Ha HuX. OH MPUBHIK K Mogo6HOMY. [I71sT HEro 9TO TaKXke
€CTEeCTBEHHO, KaK [JbIIIaTh.

Top cmycTsi, B €ro TpeTuil ieHb PoxkaeHus, beTy mo3Bany B HEM3BECTHYIO eMy KOMHaTy. OHa HAYeM
He OT/TMYasiach OT JI000H APYToit KOMHATH B UX JoMe. benasi, crepunbHas u ynctasi. Ho koe-4To
oTnu4danock. Tam Ol ele oguH pedeHoK. Ero poguTe n IOCMOTPEeN Ha HETO CBOUM OOBIYHBIM
XOJIOOHBIM U PACYETIIUBHIM B3TJISIOOM, U BHIIIIHA U3 KOMHATHL.

- Bera, Kak TOIbKO HauHETCS Maty, Tebe npupeTcs yOuTs upyroro pebenka. Ecnu Tebe 3To He
yHmacTcsi, To OH yoreT TeOs. - Pa3mancs B KOMHaTE I'oJI0C OTIIa.

Cnauasna Berta OB CMyIIeH, TIO3TOMY OH He IIOHMMaJl, YTO OTCUET yKe 3aKoH4uIcs. PeOeHOK,
KOTOPBIM CTOSIT HAITPOTHB, OBLT OMHOTO C HUM BO3PacTa, HO OH yKe 3HaJl, YTO Hamo gesnath. OH
nogoien K bete 1 BHE3aITHO yOapuil C CUITOH, He MIpHUHA/Iexkallei pe6eHKy, MTHOBEHHO pa30uB HOC
Betrl. Beta ucnyrasncs. OH HUKOTa paHbllle HE UCIBITEIBA CTpaxa. Ero HOC mMpomosKal
KPOBOTOUMThH, OKpacuB Oenyio pybalIky B KpacHbli. HensBeCTHEIM ManbuMK He OCTaHaBnuBaics. OH
HaHec ellle ofKH yaap. Ha aTor pa3 beTe momanu B XKUBOT, 3aCTABUB BHIIIIOHYTh €T0 3aBTPaK.

Bera He MOT ITOHSATH, I0OYEeMYy POLUTENN OTIIPABUWIM eTo Ha 60H C KeM-To.

"TToueMy THI Hallafjaellb Ha MeHI?"

"KTo TEI?"

"¢l mercTBUTENBHO yMpPY?"

OTH BOIIPOCH! 3aIIOJTHUIIU €TI0 Pa3yM.

«Her, g He xo4y ymupats! { He X04y yMUpaTh!»

C 9TO0¥ MBICTTIBIO OH yOAPHI MaJbuKKa TaK CHIBHO, KAaK TOJBKO MOT, IOTOMY YTO €T0 XKM3Hb 3aBHCeNa
0T 3TOr0. HemsBeCTHHIN MabuuK OBII OIIEJIOMIIEH, HO yaap JIMIIb BEI3Bajl THEB BHYTPH Hero. OH
Hayvas 6uth BeTy elle cunbHee, Y4eM paHbIIe.



- F'amMa mobemun. Moy B KOMHATY CJIeBa.

Kak Tonpko 'aMMma yiien, poguteny beTwl BOLIM B KOMHATY U IOCMOTPEJIM Ha HETO
B3TJIsIaMH, TIOJIHBIMU pa3odapoBanus. OHU nogHsANKu beTy 1 oTHecCH ero B cBo0 TabopaTopuio. beta
oKa3zajcs B TeMHOTe. OH ITOUyBCTBOBAJI B TPYAHU TSIXKENyIo O0JIb.

"4 ymep? Tak mpocTto?"

OH omryran 6€CKOHEUHEIM CTpax IMepel ThMOH, 4TO OKpykaeT ero. Kasamoch, 4To oH mpendyeT B
KocMoce 6e3 3Be37. Y BeTrl 65110 OIylieHre, YTO KTO-TO HaOMogaeT 3a HUM, ITOKa ero Jyiia
npeiidyet TyT. Ho y Hero He GbIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH Y3HATh, KTO 3TO, IOTOMY YTO BHE3AITHO OH YBU[EI
SIPKUH CBET, OH 00pa30Bajl BePEeBKY, KOTOpas MPUTSAHY A ero. Korga oH OTKPHUI I'1a3a, TO YBUOE
3HAKOMEBIE XOJIOHbIE JIUIA POTUTETIEHN.

- OT0 OBI/Ta TBOSI IEPBasi CMEPTh, ¥ 3TO ITOBTOPUTCS HE pa3, eCNU Tl HE CTAHEIIb CUJIbHEIM
IOCTAaTOYHO GBICTPO. B 3TOT pa3 Mbl moiraguM Te6si, HO B CJIEAYIOUIHMA... TH OyenIb CTpafgaTh OT
TIOC/IeACTBUH. ECITU TH BEIUTPAEIIB, TO MOIYYHIIb YTO-TO, HO €CJTHA IPOUTPAEeIb...

BHauarne oH BCce ellle 3afaBalcs BOIIPOCOM, O 9YeM I'OBOPHUJIN €T'0 POOUTEIIN, HO KOI'Ia OH 9epe3
HeeJIlo IIPOUrpai eme OOHO CpaXkKeHHe, TO BCe IIOHAJI, IOTOMY 4YTO, KOIr'Dd OH 3aIrJIAHYJI B 3€PKalJlo,
OH YBHU[EIJI I'lla3a, KOTOPEIE HE IIPHHAAIeXKaT eMy.

- Tor TIOJIYYHII T'lIa3a TBOETO OIIIIOHEHTAa. TBou rna3a ObLIH JIy4iie, 4eM Y HerO, TaK YTO OH BBIAT DAL
WX B 9TOM OuTBE. - BOT 4TO CKa3asia ero MaTh IIOCJIe TOT0, KakK OH IIPOCHYIICA.

bera cTtan COBEPIIEHHO 6J'IGJIHBIM, KOorma yCJIBIIIAJI 3TO. Oco3HaHue BHE3AMMHOT O IIOSBIEHUS YyXKHuXx
TJla3 B €T0 I'0JIOBE€ CHUJIBHO IMOTPSACIIO Pa3yM MAJIEHBKOI'O MaJIbYHXKa. Ho XyZKe 3T0ro OBLIIO JIUIIIH
OCO3HaHHue Toro (baKTa, YTO 3TO JIUIIIb Ha4alio.

- C aToro MoMeHTa THI Oy/ellb YUUThCS IIeCTh HEeH B Heello, a Ha CeIbMOM ieHb Te0s OTIIPaBsT Ha
apeny. Thl y3Haelllb 0 MEOUIIMHE U Se OT CBOEM MaTepH, a 1 Hay4y Tebs, KakK ImepefgaBaTh YacTu
TeJa OPYTUM.

BeTa He MOT HUYEro coenaTh, KpoMe KaK KUBaTh B 0TBET. CTOMIIO eMy HadaTh JKaJIoBaThCS Ha TO, YTO
€ro 3aCTaBJISIOT CPaXkaThCs C APYTMMH, KaK ero cpa3y XKe IpepBaJl OTell.

- BeTa, Gosnblrie He TOBOPH 06 3TOM! DTOT MUP He IPU3HAET CIa0bIX. TH JONIXKEH IMOHITh 9TO KaK
MOKHO ObIcTpee. Kpome Toro, Th Oymelns u3y4daTh O0eBhie KCKYCCTBa ¥ CBoero 6parta 3eThl. OH
pacckaxet Tebe moupobHee, KOTroa HaYHETCS 00ydeHue.

"V meHst ecTh Opat?".

OH HUMKOT[Ia He BU[eJI HUKOTO APYIoro, KpoOMe CBOMX POOUTEJIeN U TOTO MajlbyMKa, TI03TOMY eMy



OBIJIO CJIOZKHO IIOBEPUTH B 3TO.

"CKOIIBKO ellle JTI0eH 3[eCh CKPEITO?".

ITo gopore B ero KOMHATY OH ITogyMaJl 00 OTBeTe OTIa. Y Hero, 0-BUAXMOMY, eCTb MHOTO OpaTheB.
BeTta Hauan 3agaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, OBLI M MaJIbYMK, C KOTOPHIM OH CpaXarscs, ogHuUM u3 Hux? Ho, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH He MOT ITOATBEPAUTH 3Ty MBICTIb, I09TOMY IIPOCTO OTJIOXKUJI €€ Ha oToM. [Toka
Bera ey, oH BHEMaTeIbHO pa3riisfgbBall Bce BOKpyr. OH He BUMel HUYEero, KpoMe OellbX CTeH, IIoJa
u notonka. Ho Temeps, Korga oH y3Ha, YTO B 3TOM MECTe eCTh YTO-TO, IOMUMO 3TOT0, TO ITOKJIANICS
cebe, 4TO U3y4UT €ro B OymyLIeM.

[Tocne Toro, kak bera y1ues, ero orel CHOBa 3aroOBOPUIIL.

- OH HeBepOSATHHIM pebeHOK. beTa ropasmo ymMHee, 4eM Apyrue geTu. MHe IefCTBUTEIHHO
MHTEPECHO, UTO OyaeT manibiie. Mbl OOKHBL TOATOTOBUTH /151 HETO 00JIbIlle 06pa3LoB s
cpaxenusi. Ecnu oH mpocTo 3a0beT UX BCEX N0 CMEPTH IIPU IIEPBOM BCTPEYE, TO ML He TTOIyYUM
JKeJlaeMoro pe3yJbTaTa.

- ,]:[OpOl"OfI, TEI ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO CYHNTaellb, YTO OH MO2XKET CIIPABUTLCA C 9TUM? OH MOXKET COUTH C yMa,
KaK OeTHu 00 Hero.

- YBupuM. C ero yMOM 9TOT0 He HOXKHO IIPOU30MTH. JIafHO, XOPOIII0, TPUTOTOBL OPYKUE K
cnenpyomemy 60t0. [Iymaro, Tydie HauyaTh TOTOBUTHCS 3apaHee.

Tem BpeMeneM, beta ocMoTpen ero kKoMHaTy. Tam He OBITI0 HUYEro HOBoro. IIpocTo oOrryHas

Oenas yucTas KpoBaThb, CTOJI [JIs IIpYeMa MUIIK, KHUKHAas II0JIKa, CTOJ [i7is yueOhl ¥ [Beph B BAHHYIO.
Emy Gombiiie HUYero He Ob110 HyKkKHO. Korma eMy Hedero fiesiath, OH IIPOCTO YUTAET KHUTY. B Takux
KHHUTaX, Kak «MoJekynsipHas OMOIOTUsS» UIIM HECKOJIBKUX APYTUX O OPEBHUX S3bIKaX, HUYETO
MHTEPECHOTO HET, HO 3TO BCe XKe Jydllle, 4YeM exkKaTb Ha KpOBaTU ¥ CMOTPETh Ha MOTOJIOK. Korga oH
IIPOTOJIONAETCs, TO IIPOCTO XKAeT enrl. OH Bcerpa AyMall, YTO ero POLUTENIU IOTOBAT ey, HO Telleps,
KOTJa OH y3HaJ, 4YTO eCTh ApyTHe JIIOOX, IOMUMO ero POOuTeNiel, OH Hadall COMHEBAThCS B 3TOM..

Ha cnepytomuit neHs beTa mpocHYyCs U3-3a HEM3BECTHOTO YeJI0BEKA, KOTOPHIHM 3aCTaBUI €TI0
clemoBaTh 3a HUM. [laxe eC/TM OH eTr0 HUKOTHa He BUOEJI, OH MOT IIPEeANOI0XKUThb, YTO 3TOTO ero 6par
- 3eTa. Korpa oHu 1y 10 AJIMHHOMY KOPHUIOPY, 00KOBas OBEPh, KOTOPYIO OH HUKOTMa He BUAEN
paHbIIe, OTKPhITack. [ocie TOro, Kak OHM MPOIIIK Yepe3 9Ty ABepb, OHU 0Ka3a/IkCh B

OTPOMHOM KOMHATE C TPaBOM Ha 3eMJIe M KCKYCCTBEHHBIM COJIHIIEM Ha MoToJKe. Korma ero

Opat 06epHYIICS, OH CMOT XOPOIIO Pa3risafgeTh ero. OH GBI OKOJIO IBYX METPOB BBICOTOM C CYPOBHIM
JIUIIOM U TEJIOM, TI0X0KUM Ha MefBens. Ho camas BEIeNsIomasncs 0COGeHHOCTL B HEM - €0 TeIast
ynei0Ka. ITo OBITIO CTPAHHO 151 beThl, Beb OH HUKOTIa paHbllle He BUAes yias0ku. Ero pogurenu
HUKOTTIa He YIRI0aNuCh U JIWIIb IIOKA3bIBAId €My CBOM XOJIOHEIE TJIa3a.

- YTO THI TAK IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPHIIb Ha MeHs? ¢ BHTIIAXKY CTPAHHO? f1 MpeCTaBIOCh IEPBEIM. I
3eTa, TBoM Opart. d Hayuy TeOs 60eBHIM HCKyccTBaM. CeromHs s mokaxy Tebe, Kak cpakaThCs,
VICIIOJIB3YS JIUIIL CBOE TeJI0. TO OYHET TAXKEJ0, M03TOMY OyIb roTOB. 1 yBEPEH, YTO Thl CIIPABULILCS



C 3THM.

Kak TonbKo 3eTa 3aKOHYHUJI 00BSCHSATH, OH 3aHSIT IMTO3UIINIO ¥ CUIbHO yaapun bety. ToT mpomneren
[Ba MeTpa ¥ ynas Ha 3emito. OH faxe He IIOHSJ, YTO UMEHHO ceiiyac mpou3ouino. bera Bcran,
o0myMart IpoUCXOosIee U Pemnsl, YTO Hafo TIOMEHSTh CTOMKY.

- Tet OBICTPO yuuIbCs, ga? Kak TH y:Ke 3aMeTus, IePBhI YPOK — 3TO YKIOHEeHHEe. d Mor ObI
TIOJIEJIUTHCSI CBOMM OIIBITOM C TOOOM MM Hay4UTh HEKOTOPEIM MeTofaM, HOo 3T0 OyaeT mary0HO [is
TBOEro pocTa. JIyuiuii crocob mo-HaCTOSIIEeMY BEIPACTH U YKPENUTh ce0s1 — 9TO CO3[aTh CBOU
coOCTBEHHBIE ITPHEMH B OUTBAX 3a XKU3Hb. TeNephb MPUIIIIO BpeMs IeHCTBUTEIbHO HavyaTh.

Crouno 3eTe nepectaTh TOBOPUTH, KakK €ro KyJiak yXKe JieTell B CTOPOHY BeTHl...

BeuepoMm Toro ke mHs bBera yer Ha KpoBaTh U Hayall AyMaTh O CETONHSIIHEM YPOKe G0EBBIX
UCKYCCTB.

«f yMep ATk pa3 CerofgHs, ma?»

Kaxnmeiii pa3, Korfga OH YMHpPaJl, OH BO3BpAIllajCs K XKU3HHU, YTOOH! TPOIOIKUTL 06yueHue. beTa
CTAQHOBHUJICS CUTTbHEe OueHb ORICTPO, HO OH BCE PABHO He CMOT HAHECTH HU eIMHOT0 yIapa CBOeMY
OpaTy. OH OBICTPO OTJIOKHUJI 3TH MBICIIM U JIeT ciaTh. Ha crnenmyomuii ieHb ero oTell

1I03BaJjI ero. beTa moiiesn 1Mo KOpuaopy u ObITT YOUBIIEHHBIN TEM, UTO ABEPh B KOMHATY A1 00EBBIX
MCKYCCTB Bce elle TaM. Kak TO/IbKO OH IpHIesl B KOMHATy CBOEr0 OTIla, TO Hadasl OrIsAfgbBaThCsa. OH
He BUOEJl HU4YEero, KpOMe CTOJjIa, Ha KOTOPOM OH IIPOCHIIAETCs, Korfa ymupaeT. OTnuyue OBITIO B TOM,
YTO Ha CTOJIe ObIT YeIoBeK. beTa BOIIPOCHUTEIBFHO TOCMOTPE Ha CBOETO OTIIA.

- BeTa, ceromHs TH y3HAEIb 00 UCKYCCTBE CMEHEI CBOETO Teja. Thl BO3LMEIIb PYKK 3TOT0 MajIbuKKa
1 OyHellb UCIIONb30BaTh UX caM. MBI HaUHEM C JIeBOH PYKH, II03TOMY 6yab TOTOB pa3pe3aTh ero, a
IIOTOM U Ce0s.

[Tpumo BpeMsi, OH [OJIZKEH 0Tpe3aTh eMy PYKY. Ta MEIC/Ib ITyrajia ero, Ho OH He MOT OCJTyIIaThCs
CBOero oTIla. bera MeqneHHO oTpe3an PyKy Manbunka. Korga oH B3rISHYI Ha JTAI0 MallbuyuKa, TO
3aMep Ha CeKyH[y.

"9T0 oH! ITO C HUM 5 cpaxascs B CBoeM mepBoM 60:0!"

XOTsI MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OH IIOJIYYHUT CTOJIb CHJIbHEIE PYKH, KOTOPEIMU 00JIafial MaJbuKK, 3aCTaBUIIaA
ero HabpaThCs XpabpocTr. 3aKOHYUB C PYKOH MajIb4¥Ka, beTa MpUroToBUICS 0TPe3aTh PYKy
cebe. OH TOCMOTpeIT Ha He€, cxkKast 3yOhl ¥ Havall pe3aTh.

MyuuTensHasi 60JIb IIOYTH 3aCTaBUIA €T0 MIOTEPSATH CO3HAHKE, HO OH MPOMTHOPHUPOBA 9T0. EMy
HYXKHO GBIIO CTaTh cumbHee. OH Gosble He XoueT yMupath. Korma oH GBUT Ha MOJIIYTH, TO CIIyYaiHO
3afes1 CBOI0 KOCTh ¥ TOTePs CoO3HaHue. [[POCHYBUIMCH, OH GEICTPO TOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOKO PyKY. Ero oTie



CHOBa mpuIImI e€ o6paTHO. beTta 65UT CHIBHO pa3odapoBaH. C HOBOYM PYKOH ero IIaHCH Ha nMobeny B
cnenytomeM 600 OplI 6bI HAMHOTO BEIIIE. KaK TONBKO OH 00 9TOMY IOAyMaJl, TO 3aMETHJI, KaK ero
MaTh BXOIUT B KOMHATY.

- Cremy¥ 3a MHOM.
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