WHcnekTop JIu, Ka3amoch, He ORI TOTOB TOBOPUTL 00 9TOM BO BCeyCbiIanue. Ha mpyrom KoHie
TenedoHa IOCIBIIAIKNCh TOPOILIKBEIE ITark. OH oTomIes B 60jIee YKPOMHOE MECTO, IIpPexXae 4eM
00BSICHUTE: «Y peOeHKa U3BpaIlleHHOe IPeCTaBIeHHe O CMEPTH.»

[Tocrne BCcTpeuw C riIaBHOM THYHOCTHI0O MaH HaHs, maxke caMblii CTPaHHBIN PeOEHOK BHITIISIHEN
HOPMaJIbHBEIM B r1a3ax YaHb 9. «Ha TOT MOMEHT MHPOBO33peHHe pebeHKa elrle He IMOTHOCTHIO
copmMupoBanock. BO3M0XKHO, CMePTh - 3TO IIPOCTO IyTEIIeCTBHE KyOa-TO JaleKo - 9TO g ellle MOTy
IOHATE.»

«Ecnu 681 To7BKO 3T0. [ToCse Toro, Kak JeBOYKY CIIaciid, OHa He TPOM3HECIa HU CJI0Ba 3a
cnenytomye Tpu gHSA. OHA He MOOHUMAJIA IITyMa ¥ JaXke He Inakaia. OHa ObUIa HAaCTOIBKO
TIOCTTYILITHOM, YTO 3TO OBIIO XKYTKO.» MHCIEKTODP JIu BCIIOMHMIT Te OHU. «Bce u3mMeHunoch Ha
YeTBepTHIH OeHb. JKeHIMHa-0ullep Halllla IeBOYKY, CBEPHYBIIYIOCS KaJayuKOM B YTJIy CBOEH
KpOBaTH, KOTOpasi CMOTpeJia Ha nayka. Eif moKa3anocs, YTo AeBOYKa CUIbHO UCIyTanach nayka,
TI03TOMY IIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, 4TOOH yOouTh ero. OmHAKO, [eBOYKA HAvasla IIakKaTh, TOBOPS, YTO OHUIED
yOusa ee CTapiIyi CecTpy.»

«OTH OBLI IEePBEIM pa3, KOTJa IeBOYKa 3aroBopuiia. UMeHHO TOT{ia MbI IIOHSIJIM, YTO C HEeH 4TO-TO He
Tak. Pe0OEHOK ee BO3pacTa He COoxKaJlell 0 CMEPTH POOUTENIeN, HO IIJTaKall TOK, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIT KOHEI]
CBeTa JIUIIb U3-3a IayKa. B KakoM Mupe OHa XKuja?»

«MBI IBITATUCh OOBSICHUTD €¥ 3HaUeHNEe CMEPTH U IIOHSIJIN, YTO B €€ CepAIle CMEPTh, 9TO HE
KOHEYHBIH MyHKT. [[eByIKa ¢ abCOIOTHON Cepbe3HOCTHI0 paccKasaja HaM O TOM, YTO IT0CJIE CMEPTH
JIIOMY TIPEBPATSTCS BO YTO-TO APYroe. OTO He CHJIBHO OT/IMYAJIOCh OT PA3rOBOPOB O PeMHKAPHALIUH.
VIMeHHOe TT0TOMY, YTO OHa He 00s71ach CMEPTH, MBI IIOCTOSTHHO CJIBIIIIAJIM U3 €€ YCT BeCcbMa CTPAIIHEIE
BEIITH.»

«Munas geBo4YKa, KOTOpas BBITJISeNla TaKOM HEBUHHOM, CJIOBHO aHTeJI, UCII0Ib30BaJjla CBOU JIETCKUU
T0JIOC, YTOOBI TOBOPHUTH 0 cMepTH. OHa aHTe WU OeMOH?»

«ITocne manmpHEMIero pacciieloBaHus, Mbl PAaCKOIany elre O0oblie meTasned. IIepBeiM, KTO COOBIITIM
0 CITyYUBIIMMCS, OBIJT TPOXOOUBIIHNE MUMO celbyaHuH. COrJIaCHO OTUETY O BCKPHITUHU NEeBOYKA JKUJIa
CO CBOMMM MEPTBLIMU POAUTEIIMHU KaK MUHHMYM [iBa OHS, IpeXkae yeM ee 00HapyKUIH. »
WucnekTop JIu mouusun ronoc. «IIatunetHuil pe6eHOK yKe JOCTaTOYHO B3POCIIBIY, YTOOH AyMaTh
CaMOCTOSITEILHO, HO OHa He 3BOHWUJIA B MOJIUIUIO U faXKe He UCKajla IOMOIIHN ¥ APYTUX B3POCIIBIX.
Pa3Be Tebe He KaKeTCs 3TO CTPAHHBIM?»

«MozXKeT, ee POOUTENH He YIUIU ee 3TUM Bemam?» 2Kankub Bup L3uH JIMHB BCIUIBUT B TAMSITH Y9Hb
'3, ¥ OH TaKXKe IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3[[€Ch UTO-TO HE TaK.

«B moMe OBITM OTIEYATKY IAJBIIEB TOJIBKO 3TOM IEBOYKU U ee pomuTesed. Metoy youiicTBa ObIT
IIOBOJIEHO MIPSIMBIM, HO Ha yAWBIIEHUE YCIEUTHBIM. BBIT0 MHOTO Apyrux aHoManui. Kak Ol TaM HU
OBLIIO0, 3TOT CIIy4ail He TaK IIPOCT, KaK TH yMaellb.»

KTo-T0 no3sasn uncnekropa Jlu o umenu. OH cpa3dy cka3an: «4sHb ['9, MHe HYXKHO UATU. 4 3HAIO,
YTO HEe CMOTY OCTAHOBUTL Tebs1, HO BCe Ke X04Uy HallOMHUTh. By[lb 0CTOPOXKEH C 9TUM pe0eHKOM, U He
XO[IY B 3Ty NEPEBHIO HOYLIO.»

«ITouemy?»

«ITocMoTpu Ha KapTy. Tebe He KaxKeTCsI CTPAaHHBIM, YTO HAa HECKOJIBKO KUJIOMETPOB BOKPYT O0JIbIlIe
Hu4Yero HeT? Korpa MBI OTIPOCHIIH KUTEJIEeN coceiHel epeBHU, KoTopas Obljla Ha HEKOTOPOM
OTJaJIeHuH, TaM HallleJICsd CTapyK, KOTOPHIM paccKa3ajl HaM O TOM, YTO HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Ha3af B



3TOM epeBHe Oblsla 3MUAEMUS, KOTOpas youia 601biIoe KOIMYeCcTBO Tofeit.» KTo-To moToponumn
nHcnekTopa JIu. [Tocrne elle HECKOBbKUX MPEeNynpekaeHni, UHCIIEKTOP JIu 3aKOHYMI Pa3roBop,
ocTaBuB YsHb '3 B TEMHOM 3a0pOIIEHHON NEPEBHE.

Yanb '3 yOpan TenedoH B kapMaH. «OH cKa3ajl HEKOTOPOE BpeMst Ha3ajl, UHTePEeCHO, CKOIbKO 3TO
JIeT Has3am?»

['nsapgs Ha MPSIMOYTOJIbHEIE MACCUBHEIE [IOMA, OH ITOHSIJI, YTO OHU ITOX0XKHU Ha rpobhl. «[lepeBHs JIMHB
I'yans. Ecnu yopaTh JIuHb, OHa cTaHeT mepeBHel ['yann!» [[Ipum.mep.: JepeBHeit 'po6oB]

OH BHIIIET U3 IEePEBHY U OCTAHOBUIICS Y ac(anbTHOU moporu. [Jaxke cpems 6esa [HS OH OB HE CMOT
TIOMMAaTh 371eCh TAKCH, HE TOBOPS yKe o monHouu. [IyTu Ha3an He GbIIo.

«3sn JIuHb cKa3ana, YTO MEPCUKOBAs MJIaHTAlKs ee OTIa Oblyla Ha 3allagHON CTOPOHE fepeBHHU. I10
Mepe IpubIuKeHus K MeCcTy Ha3HaueHus, Jopora CTaHOBUJIACh Bce yxke. YsHb ['3 mopHsAmCA Ha
He0ObIIIYI0 BO3BHILIEHHOCTH, U KaK pa3 KOrfa OH yKe coOMpa’cs COaThCs, OH BAPYT yBUET BIepenu
CBeT.

«3mech KTO-TO eCTh?» CBET Me[IJIEHHO [ABUTancs B rophl. Kasanock, oH He 3aMedan Ysub 3. Ysns 3
IIOCHUJIbHEE BBITAIIMI MOJIOTOK M3 PIOK3aKa U 10j10KuJl CS0CsI0 B HarpygHBIM KapMaH, [IpeXe 4eM
OBUHYTHLCS Briepe[. 'OpHBIe JOPOTH OBITM KaMeHUCTHIMHU, II09TOMY OH HE OCMEJIUIICS OBUTAThCS
ciummkoM ObIcTpo. [Toce mecsTé MUHYT IIPecieOBaHus, CBET MeIJIeHHO UCYe3.

«ITomoxpguTte... MoxeT 51 9T0 OBITH IPU3PAYHLIM OTOHB?»

OcCTaBIIKCh ONWH B TOPaX, OH BCIIOMHUJT KICTOPUHU O IPUBUIEHUSIX, KOTOPEIE MY PacCKa3hiBalld B
netcTBe. OHU OBUIM O TOM, KaK IIPU3PAKK YBOOSAT HEBUHHEIX JIIOHEH BIIIyOb JIeca C IIOMOIIIBIO
O11yKOaloINX OTHEH.

«Ycnokovics.» Yaub ['a moxsonan cebs mo nuiy. OH OCUIbHEE HATSIHYJ KYPTKY U MEJIEHHO
nobexaJ B HallpaBJeHUN CBeTa. [Ipeonones ellle OOHY BO3BHILEHHOCTS, ITel3axk BlIepenu
u3meHuncs. [lepcukoBas IaaHTalus, Ka3anoch, Oblyia Bpe3aHa B CKJIOH TOPHL.

W3-3a OTCYTCTBUS yXOMa, IEPCUKOBas IIaHTAIUS 3apociia COPHSIKAMHU, a TIEPCUKOBLIE IePEBbs
3aBaIUIKNCh HAOOK. M3MaieKka OHY BHITJISNENY KaK XUBhIe JIIOOU C aHOMaIbHEIMKU HapocTaMu. CBeT
CHOBA IOSIBUJICS CPeIH IePEBLEB.

«3JTO0 monKHa ObITH TePCUKOBas IIaHTanus otia L[3sH JIuab.» YaHb I's He MOYYBCTBOBA PafiOCTH,
XOTh ¥ HallleJl Hy>kKHOe eMy MeCTO. Bo BCSIKOM ciiy4ae, OH ObL HalpsiKeH 13-3a MOSBIEeHUS CBeTa
Cpenu OepeBLEB.

«Bce BOKpyT 3HAIOT 00 yOUICTBE B 3TOM [lepeBHE, TaK 3a4eM KOMY-TO CllellialbHO IPUXOOUTH Clofa
cpenu Houu?» YsHb '3 gBUTaANCS ocTOpokHO. OH BHIKIIoun poHapuk. bnarogaps ceoemy Uub-AH
Bupenwuto, Ysub '3 MOT BHIETh B TEMHOTE TOPA3M0 JTy4ille OOJIBIINHCTBA TIOIeH.

On MEOJIEeHHO OBUHYIICA BFJ'IY6B IIJIaHTalluy, U TYT IIOCJIBIIIAJICA 3BYK JIOIIQTEI.

«Yrto oH memaeT?» Ysub ['s OBUI 1OCTATOYHO 6IM3K0, YTOORI XOPOIIIO BCE paccMoTpeTh. Ha BeTke
IIePCUKOBOTO JIepeBa BHUCENIA JIaMIIa, a Iof He OBl CTapuK JieT mecTumecsaTH. OH UCII0Ib30Bal
JIOTIATY, YTOORI YTO-TO PACKOMATh Ha ITAHTAIWK, 6yaTO YTO-TO UCKasl. [ToBemeHue cTapuka OBIIO
cTpaHHEIM. YsHb '3 He CTasI MOKa3kIBAThCS ¥ MEIJIEHHO IIOCIeI0BaJI 3a CTAPHUKOB, IIPOMIOJIKAsi CBOe
Habmonenue.



XOTsI ¥ My2KUYKHBI OBIIM CeMibie BOJIOCH, €T0 TeJI0 ObLI0 CHIbHEIM. ET0 pyKy OBLIM TOKPBITH MO30JIIMHU
- MPU3HAK TOT0, YTO OH BCIO XKM3Hb 3aHMMAJICS CEeJIbCKUM X03s7icTBOM. OH ORI OfieT B OeIyI0
py0alKy, a ero auIo OBII0 HAIPS2KEHHBIM, OYITO OH HE YMeeT yIhr0aThCs.

«IIpocTo OOBIUHEIM CTAPHK...»

C kakou Ovl cTOpOHEI UsHB ['9 Ha HET0 HE CMOTPE, 3TO OBl OOBIUHEBIN CTaphill hepmep. OgHAKO,
3ayeM eMy BO3BpallaThCsS Ha MECTO MIPECTYIIeHUSs, YT00 YTO-TO 34ECh eflaTh IOCPE HOUN?

OH 0osiyics, 9YTO ero BHe3allHOe MOSIBIEHNEe MOXKET IIIOKUPOBaTh CTapyuKa, I09TOMY HapOYHO
BEPHYJICSI Ha HEKOTOPOE OTHa/lleHUe U BKIIIOUUII (POHAPUK, IIpeXKe 4eM KPUKHYTh B CTOPOHY
IIEPCUKOBOI IJIaHTAUK. «3eCh KTO-HUOYab ecTh? ECTh 1TH C110c0o6 MOKUHYTE 3Ty TOPY?»

Crapuk nepemnyrajcs us-3a ronoca Ysus ['s, KOTOPHIH, Ka3al0Ch, IOSBUICS U3 HUOTKyHa. Ero 106
MT'HOBEHHO ITOKDBIICS XOJIOMHEIM IIOTOM.
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