«YT0-TO He Tak!» CTOA BHYTPH KoJyIofLa, BaH BaHbIyH MCHBITAN CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO. Ka3anocs, 4To OH
TIOTPY3UJICS B TIIyOOKUM OKeaH, a ero TeJI0 MeJIEHHO IOrpyKaioch Ha fHO. Ha rpyap 4To-TO maBuUIIO.
OH He CTaJl MEJIUTh U HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI ITomoOpaTh OUPKU C UMEHAMH.

Korpa ero masbIisl KOCHYJIUCH THa KOJIOAIA, KOTMla OH cxBaTuil 6upku, BaH BaHbnyH BOpyT
00HapYKUJI, YTO MOJ IIECKOM YTO-TO CKPHITO. DTO YTO-TO OBIIIO pPa3MepoM € OOJIbIION Masell.

«3JTO KaKas-To J0oByIKa?» Ban BanbnyH Obl1 ocTOpokeH. OH He OCMENUIICS IIPUKACaThCs K CBOEH
Haxo[IKe, HO TUXOHBKO yOpas ecoK BOKPYT Hee.

«YT0 Ke 3[ech CKPBITO?» ET0 masbIlbl 4YeT0-TO KOCHYJIUCH, HO 3TO IIPUKOCHOBEHUE OTJIMYAIOCh OT
OLIYILIEHUS MTecKa. ITO OBIJIO UTO-TO MATKOE U XonongHoe. Korma mecok Ovl1 yOpaH, Ha TOBEPXHOCTH
II0Ka3aJI0Ch YeJI0BeYeCKOoe JIUIIO0, a TO, YTO TOPYaJIo paHee, 0Ka3aJa0Ch KOHYMKOM HOCA.

«BnaTe!» Ban BaubnayH OBICTPO OTOEPHYI PyKy. OH BHUMATENIbHO OCMAaTPUBaJI KOJIOMEI, IIpexke 4eM
IIPHITHYTH B HETO, HO He Hallle]l HU4ero CTpaHHOTo. «Jla 3ToT 60cc mpocTo cBuHBs! OH CIpsiTan Takoe
o7, IeCKOM!»

Ecnu 651 Ban BaHbIyH 3Han 0 TOM, YTO B KOJIOAIE CKPHITO TEJ0, OH OBl HU 3a YTO He IPHITHYI CIOJa,
110 KpaliHe Mepe B 0iMHOUKY. OH 3allaHUKOBaJI, BRIOPOCHUII U3 KOJIOAIA iBa OMPKU U 3aKpudal:
«Kykra BHyTpH Koonua!»

«Kykina B Kononte?» [13# Xy IOCBETU B KOJIOMEIl ¥ YBUIEI JIUII0, KOTOPOe CMOTpeso Ha Hero. OH
B3[IPOTHYJI ¥ IPOTSHYJ PYKY B KOJIOfEIl. «JTO CTPAHHO, KOT/Ia THI MIPHITAsl B KOJIOMEI], OH He Ka3aJCs
TAKUM TTTyOOKHM. »

Ban BaubnyH cxBaTui [19# Xy 3a pyKy ¥ OByMs HOTaMH yIiepcs B cTeHy. [IbITasich MOTHATHCS, OH
BAPYT ITOUYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO XOJIOMHOE KOCHYJIOCh €T0 JIOObXKKYU. OH HEMeNIJIEHHO
TIOCKOJIb3HYJICSA U yIan 06paTHO B KOJIOMEII.

«B3HBIIYH, 4TO CIIy4YUIIOCH?»
«Y4TO0-TO KOCHYJIOCh MEHS.» B3HBIIYH IIOCMOTPET Ha CBOIO JIOMBIXKKY, HO TaM HUYEero He OBINIO.
«MoxeT 3T0 slepulia Wik Kakoe-HUOyOb HacekoMoe?»

«ITonaTHs He UMel0.» BaH BaHbIIyH OT/Isigesics ¥ BOPYT OCO3HAa, 4To fAaxke 6e3 BMeIIaTeIbCTBa,
IIeCOK BOKPYT Tejla YCKONIb3aeT caM 1o cebe. Bckope moKa3anoch BEPXHSIS MMOJIOBMHA TYJIOBUINA
KyKJbl. Ka3anocs, 4To KyKJia IbITaaach CecTh.

«OHa MOXKEeT ABUTATLCS CaMOCTOSITENTBHO? JTO TOYHO He MoXKeT OhITh akTep! By 3To akTep, OH OH
TOYHO M30alT KaKoi-HuOymb 3BYK, KOTa 51 Ha HEro mpu3eMyuics.» B romose Ban BaubiyHa Bce
cMmertranocsk. «IIsu Xy! BeicTpo mogHUuMan MeHs!»

[1a1t Xy ycrnblian ero Kpuk 1 6bICTPO HaKJIOHUIICS. «XBaTail MEeHS 3a PyKy!»

Ha sToT pas IIa#1 Xy geiicTBoBan Kyna cMmesnee. OmHOM PyKo# fepka (HOHapPUK, BTOPYIO OH MPOTSIHYI
oOpaTHO B Koyopell. ToncTas pyKa BHITJIAfeNla CTPaHHO YCIIOKauBalollle.

«Xoporro!» ['oyoc ero ToBapuila 1o KOMaHfe 3acTaBui Ban BaHbiyHa mouyBCTBOBaTh Ce6s1 HEMHOTO
nyuute. OH cxBaTuia [19# Xy 3a pyKy ¥ Hadas BeIOMpaThcs u3 Konopauna. OH ymepcs o0 CTeHy u
TIOTIBITAJICS. BEIOPATHCS Ha ITOBEPXHOCTh. Koraa ero Teyo moyYTy SOCTUTIIO TPAHULIEL KOJIOAIA, ero
HOTH, KOTOpPhle HaXOOMIUCh B BO3MyxXe, ObIIM CXBAauyeHHl 4eM-TO!



«Yepr, uepT, uepT!» Ero 3atamuau oOpaTHO B KOJIofel. BaH BaHbIVH ¢ HeOBEPHUEM OTTISIEIICS, HO
OT YBUIIEHHOTO Y HET0 10 BCeMYy Tely mobexkaau Mypallku. JIMIo B TeCKe ceryac CMOTPEIIO Ha Hero
IIMPOKO PACKPHITEIMH TJIa3aMH.

«JTO KyKJla yTaluiaa MeHs BHU3?» BaH BaHbnyH mocMoTpen BBepX. CBET B KOHIIE KOJIOMLIA,
Ka3aJIoCh, OTOABUHYJICS ellle masblie. «f He Mory 3mech Oojbiie octaBaThest! [19i Xy! «

«TToxkanyicra, TOMOTYH. 1 CIBIITY, KaK YTO-TO UAET K HaM.» [13#1 Xy omycTumn o6e pyKd B KOJIOHEII,
yTOORI yIepxkaTh Ban BaubnyHa. «[laBaii mompobyeM elre pas.

[Ts11 Xy TAAHYJ U30 BCEX CUJI, HO IIOX0Xe, C BaH BoHBIYHOM YTO-TO IIPOU3OILIO.

Ha aTtoT pa3 oH Ovl1 ocTOpoxkeH. Korma oH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 JIOABIXKKK YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH, OH
o0epHYyJICs, 4TOOB IIOCMOTPETh BHU3. Ha ero nopsikkKe HUYEro He ObIJIO, HO IO TEM MECTOM, T'e OH
CTOSIJT paHbllle, TOSBUIIOCH XKEHCKOE TeJlo.

«B Komop1e aBe KyKibl? To eCTh, 1 C CaMOT0 Hayajia CTOSI Ha TOJIOBE XKEeHIUHBI?» JlefeHsa1ee
YyBCTBO BIOPYT OXBaTHUJIO €ro cepaue. « MoxXKeT 31ech eCTh U Apyrue KykKibl? YeoBeK, KOTOPHIU
CIIPOEKTUPOBAJ 3TOT JOM C IIPUBUAEHUSIMH, NOJIKHO ObITh, cyMaciuenuuii! OH 3aKomas B KOJIOAIe
KYKJIBI 1 ZKpaaJl, IIOKa 2KE€PTBEL Hprl"HYT B HETroO...»

Cxsatus [Ia11 Xy 3a pyKy, OH IIOfepray HOrol B BO3AyXe, IEITAsICh CTPSAXHYTH CUITy, KOTOPas eTo
mepxarna.

«IIpekpamaii gepraTtecs! A Gonbie He Mory!» 191 Xy IOTSHYI CHOBA, ¥ €0 JIWIO IIOKPACHEJIO OT
HaTyru. OH ynepcs ogHOM pyKoy 00 Kpai KOJIOAlla ¥ IIOTSIHYJI BHOBb, HO B 3TO BpeMs AypHOe
IIpeq4YyBCTBUE JIUILIb YCUIUIIOChH.

[Tsi1 Xy npomoiKa OTJISAbIBaThCS, U KOTAA €r0 B3TJIA CKOJIb3HYJI 10 KOPUAOPY, U3 KOTOPOTO OHU
IIPUIILTH, €T0 CepPflie Ha MTHOBEHKE 0CTaHOBUIOCH. Ha mmepekpecTKe, pa3fesisaBilieM TeMHBIN
KOPU[IOP, CTOsI/Ia OEBYIIKA C OMyIIeHHOM r0lI0BOM. TeMHas OT KPOBU IIKO/IbHAS GpopMa
noguepKrBana Oenu3Hy ee KOXH.

«JTO0 Ta caMas KyKJia, KOTOPYIO 5 BEIHeC U3 Kiacca!» [laxke BO3[yX, KOTOPEIM OH AbIIIajl, CTall
XOJIOOHBEIM, @ PYKM 3afipoxKanu. «Pa3Be oHa He IOTepsiyia ToJI0By? ITO paboune MOYUHUIIN €€ U
OCTaBUJIK B Kopumope? [JomKHO OBITh 9TO TaK, Be[Ib KyKjla He MOXKET OBUTAThCS CaMOCTOSITENIbHO!»

«Tauu! Brictpee! Kykiiel OTKpbUIH I'71a3al» 3akpruyan Ban BanbnyH u3 Konogua. [Ioxoxe, napeHs
OBLIT Ha TPAHU CIIE3.

B To Xxe BpeMs, KyKjia Ha TepeKpPecTKe, CO CKUIIOM IMTOMHsIIa TOJI0BY, ¥ 6arpoBoe OT KPOBH JIUIIO
TIOBEPHYJIOCh B CTOPOHY CTaporo KOJIOAIIa.

«BeposiTHO, B Illee y Hee YCTAaHOBIIEH KaKOW-TO CKPHITEIA MexaHu3M! OT0 00BbSCHSET ABUKEHNUE
roJIOBEL» [1311 Xy Ts2KeJI0 [AbIlIal ¥ MTOBEPHYJICS K KOJIOALY. «f He [MonkKeH OTBIeKaThCs, CHavasa 5
MOJI2KeH CIacTu BoubiyHa!»

OH momkITancst coKycupoBaTh B3I, HO €0 I'Ta3a BCe PABHO CKOIB3HYIM B CTOPOHY KOPHUIOPA.
Korpa oH ato chenar, cepate [19i Xy 4yTh He BEIIPHITHYIO U3 TPyAu. [IeByIlKa, KOTOpas HOXKHa
Obly1a CTOSITH Ha TepPeKpPecTKe, ceivac Oblyia yKe B 1€BOM Kopunope!

OHa cTosi7Ia IoCcpeny KOPUAopa U ¢ YIEIOKOM CMOTpesia MpsiMo Ha Hero. [Ieixanue [1o# Xy
Y4aCTUJIOCE, JIafOHHU BCIOTEIIH, a KUP Ha Tejle Hayall II0OfparuBaTs.



«Yro ThI genaernb?» OH YyBCTBOBAJI, OYATO €ro IMKOIOTKY OIJIeTaId BOmMOPoCciy. BaH BaHbIyH
BCEMH CHJIAMHK CTapaJiCs BEIPBATHCS, HO HUKAK HEe MOT CKHHYTh C JIOOBIKEK 3TH KaHmankl. OH

3allaHWKOBAJI, YBU/IEB, UTO KYKJIBl MYKUKWHEI ¥ JKEHIIUHLI BHYTPY KOJIOAIIAa OTKPBIIK T1a3a. Ero
eIUHCTBEHHBLIM XKeJIaHHeM OBIJI0 BEIOPATHCS M3 9TOT0 MPOKIATOr0 Kojonna. «[TIomHUMH MeHs ! »

[Ts11 Xy notsnys Bad BaHbIyHa U CMOT BEITSIHYTH €T0 ellle Ha HECKOJIBKO CAaHTUMeTpoB. M3 Kopumopa
NOTSAHYO XononoM, u [1si Xy ycneiman Tuxuy ckpunl. OH 4yTh IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ KpaeM riasa
IIOCMOTPEI B KOPULIOP.

B TeMHOI Kopumope, KyKja yraja Ha II0JI, ¥ ee IojioBa ITOKaTHJIach K CTapOMy KOJIOHILY, CJIOBHO ee
TOJIKaJla HeBUAUMas pykKa!

JIuo neByIIKH, yMepIel OT yaylibs, MefjeHHo npubnuxanocsk. Jiuto [1ai Xy TyT Ke HCKa3uIoCh

0T cTpaxa. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH mpucinymancs K ceoeMy cepaiy. OH 6e3 KoynebaHul OTIIyCTUI PyKU BaH

BaubnyHa u 6pocurncst B 303 KBapTUPY CO CKOPOCTHIO, HECOPa3MepHoit ero rabaputam. Ilocie 3Toro
OH TYT Ke 3aXJIOMHYJI 3a Co00¥ OBEPE.

Bes nognepxku 1o Xy, Ban BaHb/IyH MTHOBEHHO PYXHYJI B KOjofel. Korga moBepxHOCTS,
HaXOOUBILIAsCSA B HECKOJIBKUX CAHTUMeTpax OT Hero, uc4essia, BEIpaXeHue yxkaca 3acThUI0 Ha ero
nure!
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