"Te1 BepHYCH, Tainep."

"ITa, KOHEYHO."

"4 papma. Tol meHCTBUTENBHO 3[€ECh... [IoueMy-TO, CETOfHS S YYBCTBYIO ce0st KoM(POPTHO."

"Tebs meunnu Uclendoiel Maruen, Ho..."

"Tebe He 00513aTEIBLHO 3TO TOBOPUTh. DTO 0OJbIIe He UMEeeT 3HaueHus. Ho ecnu 51 He ommbaloch, 3TO
cBsiTas Marus. Kak 1w ee ucnoib3osaj?"

"9T10 He g."

¢l moBOpavMBar0 rojIoBy ¥ cierka KuBaio Cu. OHa KUBAeT B OTBET U PacKphiBaeT ce0st XeseHe.
OuyeBHUOHO, OHA yOuBJIeHa IpUCyTCTBUEM CU Ha CBOEU IPYyOU.

"9T0 Ta mogpyra, c KOTOPOU TH HOMXKeH OblI BCTpeTuThcs? Hukoraa Ovl He mogyMaria, 4To oHa des."
"II-npuBeT, MeHd 30ByT Cu..."
"TIpusAITHO MO3HAKOMUTLCA ¢ ToOOU, Cu. MeHs 30ByT XeneHa. Criacubo, YTO BEIIEYMIIa MEHS."

"H-Ho, s He mo KOHIIa 3TO chaeJjiaia."

"Trl mpofenaa mpekpacHyio pabdoty, Cu. Bonbiiero s u IpocuTh He Morja. Kpome Toro, g paga, 4To
MOTY BCTPETUTH KOTO-TO HOBOT'O, flaxke ce#dac. Crmacubo, 4To nmpucMoTpesa 3a Tainepom."

"X-x04y cka3aTb TO Xke. Crmacubo..."

4 HauKWHaIo XKaJjeThb, YTO He MTO3HAKOMHUIT UX paHbIlle, HO HEe OCMEJINBAIOCh CKAa3dTh HUYEr'o TaKO0ro,
YTO MOTJIO OBI HUCIIOPTUTH 3TOT MOMEHT.

"TlomXHa CKa3aTb, Taliep, 3T0 UPOHUS CYyObObI, UTO Thl 0OpaTHIICS 3a IIOMOIIBIO K (pee, YTOOH
CIIaCTH IIOOMEHBIA. "

"Xpm? YT0 Takoe MOOMEHBIII?"

"¢ pacckaxy Tebe 00 3ToM mo3:xke, Cu, TOJIBKO He BIIafall B Iempeccuo."



XeJjieHa XUXUKaeT B OTBET U IIpOAOJIZKaeT: "3Haelb, 3TO CBOET0 pona obJieryeHue YCIBIIIATh, YTO A
YeJI0OBEeK, HEeIIOCPeOdCTBEHHO OT Cu. ,HYMaIO, MOs KOPOTKas 2KU3Hb OblTa HpenonpeueneHa.“

KoHeuHO, HET - BOT YTO g XOTeJl CKa3aTh. TPyAHO CAepKUBATh OTUasHUE, 3Has, YTO 9TO ee
TIOCTIEHSSI HOYb. fI MOTY CKa3aTh 3TO II0 CKOPOCTU pPa3pyIIeHus ee OyIIU. f Bce ellle He MOTyY
IIPUHSATH 9TO, HO BCE, UTO S Iejlalo, 3TO OTPHUILAI0 ee pelleHue.

"¢l paga BcTpeuu ¢ To60#, CH, HO TH He IPOTUB, ECJIU S IIPOBEMly OCTAaTOK CBOET0 BPEMEHU C
Taiitnepom?"

"KoHeYHO HeT... fI-g ToXe pajia BCTPETUThCS ¢ ToOoH. [Ja HampaBsaT Tebs [Iyxu Ceta."

[Tpexne 4eM yiTH, OHa OBICTPO UMOKaeT XeJleHy B 1eKy. Mou 4yBCTBa HEMHOTO... YCIIOKHUIIHUC
TI0CJIe TIpoLanbHOro nouenys Cu. be3 coMHeHUs:, 3TO UX [TOCTIeNHSS BCTpeya.

OueBugHO, 5 omKuOaCh, TOTOMY YTO OHA MOJTHMEHOCHO BO3BPAIAETCS C I[BETaMU U JAPUT UX
Xernene. [Tepeq yXoooM OHa clierka MaleT XejleHe PyKoii u OpocaeT Ha MeHSI 03a004YeHHBIN B3TJIS.
He BonHytics, Bce GyeT XOpOIIIO.

Kak TonpKO OHa YXOOUT, HaCTYyIIa€T MOJI9YaHHeE.

"...  moma, XeneHa."

"... HoOpo moxkamoBath moMou, Tainep."

"MHe XKab, 4TO 4 yIIesn."

"4 Bce ellle HEMHOTO 3/TI0Ch Ha 9TO, HO M3 3TOr0 BHIIIIIO KOE-4TO XOpoIiee."

"TTousiTHO. [eTu npuxogunu?"

"Ila. Mbl yKe IPOBENY BHITYCKHYIO llepeMoHuI0. He BOnHYyMCS, 1 IPUTOTOBUTIA U IJis Te0S KOe-uTo.
Kcratu o BusuTax, Mol G6pat Temneph NPUXOOUT CIOfla KaX[blil feHb. UMeHHO Onaromapsi eMy MHE
yHanoch mpofepXkKaThbCs Tak JoNro. Hamech, MBI CMOKEM IIOCUIETh BMecTe U Mo6onTaTh."

"... B-ObBL10 ORI HEmIoxo."

"THl HEMHOT'O MEJIUII C 0OTBeTOM. He BaKHO, S yBepeHa, YTO Thl BCTPETHUIILCS C HUM B JTII000M
cinydae."

"Ecnu nmopgyMaTh, KaK TH y3Halla, YTO g He TOT, KTO IPOU3HEC UCLIe/IAIIee 3aKIMHaHue. 4 HUKoraa



He roBopuJl Tebe 0 cBoer OIM30CTH..."

"Hy, 3T0 MOTOMY, 4TO... y Te0sI HECOMHEHHO TJIyIbli yeper!"

"He caguchk Tak BHe3anHo! Tw Bce emie-, IOMOXKAOU... 4TO?"

ToHKUe pyku XeJNleHbl TAHYTCS K MOe MacKe, HO g He Pellalch OTTOJIKHYTh UX. Moe nepeBsHHOe
JIIIO TTaflaeT, KamiomoH cOpolieH. MHe yKe X04eTcs OTBEPHYTHCS, HO ee PYKU KPENKO fepxkKaT MOU
yepel. ITO CMYTHO ILIEKOTHO, KOTa OHa IIPOBOIUT 110 KOHTypaM MOEro ueperna, faxe 3arjisgfbiBaeT B
MOIO TOJIOBY [IJist 3a0aBHI.

"3naemn, Taitnep, THl HE TaKOM CTPAIIHKIM, KakK s cebe mpefcTaBisiia."

"... Korga T moHsma?"

"C camoro Hauasma."
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XeneHa SIBHO HacCllaXOaeTCs MOeu peaKuHeﬁ.

Bce Moy OMBITKH 3aMaCKUPOBATHCS OBIIN COBEPIIEHHO OeCCMBICIIEHHEI!? MBI MOTTIM OBI ITPOBOOUTD
00JIbIlle BPEMEHU BMECTE, BMECTO U30eraHusl.

qa BBEIXOXKY U3 OLIEIIEHEeHHUs, KOT'Ja XeneHa HaYWHAET CTy4dThb II0 MOEMY YepeIry, YTOOBI IIPOBEPHUTH,
Ha MecCTe JIH 4.

"Tloyemy Thl HUYEro He cKa3ana!?"

"¢l xoTesna mepxkaTh Tebs Ha PAacCTOSTHUM, TI03TOMY ITPUTBOPSIIACh He3HatoIen. -1 He xoTena, YTOOH
THI BUJIe]T MeHs TaKoii. Ho Temeps, KOT{a MO Xy/IINe OlaceHus COBUIUCH, [OKHA CKa3aTh...
BO3MOXKHO, 3TO U K JIy4IlIeMy.

B mo6oMm crydae, TH 60sbilie He Oymellb UCIIOIb30BaTh 3Ty MacKy."

[Toka s 06gyMbIBalO €€ CI0Ba, OHA YKa3bIBAaeT Ha NEPEBSIHHBIN SLUIUK Ha BepxXHeH moske. I 6epy
KOpOoOKY U Kiafly el Ha KoneHu. Ee ocaHKa cTajla HEyCTOMYMBOM, HO OHa M30 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTcs
CMOTpETH MHE NIPSIMO B JIUIIO.

"Be3 manpHEUINX IePeMOHNM, JaBali HAYHEM TBOM BHIIIYCKHOM. 3a OnecTsinee o0ydeHne BCEMY,
YyeMy sl MOTY Hay4UTh U IPEBOCXOfsIIee MeHsI Marnueckoe MacTepCTBO, S IPEACTaBIsio Tebe 3TOT
ceptuduxkar."



Ona npoTgaruBaeT MHe MaJleHbKHM KOXKaHbIM ITepraMeHT. f OTKPHIBAIO ero M BUXKY, UTO B HEM
HamucaHo: "CBumeTenbcTBO 00 oKoHYaHuu [IIKomel XuxuHb! [lemMop, BemanHoe dHO0CY OXOTHHKY."

"TIpoctu, ums He Taunep. 4 He 3Hana, KaK OHO MUIIETCS."

"Bce B mopsinke. XOTs TH ¥ TOBOPHIIIb, YTO S BCE Y3HAJI, S BCE ellle He 3Hal0, YTO 03HadaeT JHbocC."

4 mpeyBenuueHHO KJIaHSAIOCh ¥ BEIpaxKkai CBOIO O611arogapHoCTh. [10 KaKoi-To IpUYKUHE OHA, KaXkKeTcs,
coepkuBaeT cMeX. XeJleHa TOJIKAeT MHe [ePeBSHHBIN SIHUK.

"B 3HaK MPU3HATEIbHOCTH 3a TBOM TSXKEJIbI TPY[, I TaKkKe Harpaxmaio Te0s 3TUM IoJapKoM."

C BOCTOpKEHHEIM UHTEPECOM 5T OTKPBIBAIO0 KPHIIIKY U HaX0XKy KPACUBYI0 KEPAaMUYECKYI0 MACKY. ITO
TIOJTHASI MacKa [IJIs JIIla B CTHJIE KOPUYHEBOTO OJIeHS, C IePEeBSIHHBIMY POTaMU 3aBEPIIAOITIMHU
obpa3s. 3meck ecTh CBOOOOHAS YepHas TKaHb U CeTKa [JId I'/1a3, MAaCKUPYIOIIKe BCIO TOJI0BY. [[0IXKHO
OBITH, OHA CTOWJIA JOPOTO.

"Cnacu0o, XeneHa. 9To norpsicatoiie."

"OseHb SIBNISIETCSI CUMBOJIOM IOOPOTHI, AYXOBHOCTH ¥ CBOOO[IHI, @ TaK¥Ke aCCOIMUPYETCS C IyHOM."

A nmouumaio ee pacCCyxXneHus, X0Td JOJI2ZKeH CKa3dTh, YTO "cBoboma" - 3TO ee MUYHOE XKeJlaHue OJIs
MEeH4.

"Ax, Hexopo1Io. { AyMasa, 4TO JOCTaTOYHO HallJlaKasiach u3-3a AuHel, Kaina u [[K0371a, H-HO
ceiyac..."

XeJleHa THXO IIJTa4YeT, HO He OT OTYASHMS, a OT PAfOCTH. 1 COXKaien 0 TOM, YTO GU3NIECKH He
crioco0eH MPUCOeNUHUTHCS K HEH.

OHa HAUYMHAeT PaCKauyMBaThCS U3 CTOPOHHLI B CTOPOHY, HE B CHJIaX YCTOSTh HA Horax. Ho BMecTo ToOrO,
4yTOOBI YJI0KUTH ee 00paTHO B ITOCTEJIb, 1 00HUMaI0 XeJieHy C3a[ii U MO3BOJISI0 eH MPUKAThCS K
MoeMy Topcy. OHa 3aCTUTHYTa BPACIIOX, HO BCKOPe pacciabiseTcs B MOuX 00bATHSX. [Toce
CTOJIBKMX JIET ST HAKOHEI-TO MOT'Y TPUKOCHYTLCS K Hel, HaKOHEI-TO 00HATH ee. KIISIHyCh, S 4yBCTBYIO,
KaK TeIsIo XeJieHsl IPOHUKAET B MOU KOCTH.

"I10BOJTBHO CMEJIO C TBOEU CTOPOHEHI, Tainep... He coriaceH?"

"¢ mpocTo yecTeH ¢ camuM co6oii. ... cyacTnus."

"Heyxenu? TBos rpyfHas KlIeTKa HEMHOTO... HeynoOHas 1 OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS... HEMHOTO



JXKYyTKOBaTasd, HO... fl ToXe cyacTiusa..."

Ee ronoc cran Tuie, a muio mob6iaenHeno. fd He X04y UCI0Ib30BaTh CBOM HABBIKH, [IJIST TPOBEPKU. M
TPOHOIKAaeM HaCIaXOaThCs IIPUCYTCTBUEM APYT OPYTa, ¥ IT0 MEPE TOT0, KaK 3BYK ee Cephla
CTaHOBUTCS ctabee, Moe BooOpaxKaeMoe, ObeTCst OLICTpEe.

"XeneHa... 1 mo6iio Tebsg."

Ha MraoBenue g YYBCTBYIO, KadK y4dllld€TCA €€ CepI[I_IGGI/IeHI/Ie. Ona IeperieTaeT CBOU ITaJIbIIEI C
MOVMH U CMOTPHUT Ha MEHA ME€YTATEJIbHO.

"4... Toxe... m06I0 TeOS."

Bcst Most TpeBOTa MCcUe3aeT B 9THUX YETHIpeX ciioBaX. Ee cocTosiHue 00jbIlle He UMeeT 3HaueHus. Bee,
YTO UMeeT 3HaUeHue, 3TO TO, YTO MBI 3[IeCh OPYT [/ Opyra, IPSIMO ceiyac.

"Tloxamny¥ucTa... He OTIyCKa... MeHs."

"Obemmaro."

M= ipopmoskaeM 0onTaTh 10 paccBeTa. 4 pacckasbiBaio el 6osblile 0 cebe, U maxke o 3emiie. XeleHa
OTBeYaeT B TOM XK€ JIyXe, ¥ C KaXKIbIM Pa30M €€ paccka3 CTAaHOBUTCS Bce Goyiee TPEPHIBUCTEIM U
tuxuM. Korpa g Tepsito omlyiieHne ee Tella, 1 00HEMAIO ee CUIbHee, U XeJleHa IejlaeT To Ke caMoe.

K paccBeTy Mos ucTopus ellle He 3aKoH4YMnach. OHa OIMHHAS, HEUHTEpeCcHad u...

... 51 3HAIO IIOJIy4IIIe.

41 3HAI0, YTO €CJIX OCTAHOBIIIOCH, OHA HUKOTa OO0JIbIlIe HEe OTBETHT.
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