Apuma KOpOTaj BpeMSI B TOPOZE OyXOB. B OCHOBHOM, OH IIPOCTO CIIaJl.

Ha TpeTtwuii meHb, B 4eJI0BEYECKOH CTOJIMIIE, B CIIEIIHaIbHON KOMHATE OJIsi COOpaHui, CoOPaucCh
HEKOTOphIe BIUATEIbHEIE QUTYPEL. BONBIMMHCTBO U3 HUX OBLIM TeMHU, KOTO oToOpan HalT, a
OCTaJIbHBIEe TTPOCTO YCIbIIanyA 06 3ToM coOpaHuy, ¥ pemmiu npuiitTiu. Cpeau HUX ObUIM TPU BazKHBIE
GUTYpPHL: YeTTOBEUECKHUM KOPOJIh, 3MbGhHUCKas XKPUIla U KOPOJIb IEMOHOB.

"¢l cobpas Bac Bcex 3pech, 4T0OL 00CYyIUTh HEYTO BazKHOe, Kacatoleecs: 6e30I1aCHOCTH Hallleln
cTpanbl" 3aroBopua IpaHHOK, CUOS 3a CTOJIOM, X BCE COCPENOTOYMIIM B3TJIsAAE Ha HEM. Dalia Motda
CTOs1/la To3afu Hero "To4yHee, S X04y IIOTOBOPUTH 00 OIHOM YeJioBeke."

"0 ToM, 13-3a KOTOPOTO THI TaK U3MeHunIcA?" Ero oremn, Koponb, momai roinoc. OH BHIJISAE] HEMHOTO
CTaphIM, Y Hero ObIJI0 HECKOIBKO GeJIbIX BOJIOC Ha TOJIOBe, HO, B I[€JIOM, OH OBII IOBOJILHO XOPOIIIO
CJI0KEeH ¥ KpacuB. "4 CIIbIIa Thl paCcIIPOCTPaHsElh CIyXy 00 OHOM YeJIoBEKe C TeX Iop Kak
BEpHYyJCS."

IIpanHOoK KuBHYI "[la. Kak BEl HAaBEpHOE yKe CIIBIIIAaNM, ero 30ByT ApuMaH bneiin. Ecinu yecTHO, g
HUKOT[a He BCTpeyas ero Iu4Ho."

"Tel HUKOTIA HEe BCTpeYaJs ero?" paBHOAYIIHO IIPEpPBaJl CJI0Ba MPUHIIA BLICOKKUM M KPENIKUM MYXKYKHa,
C poraMu Ha TOJIOBE, X 30JI0TEIMHM TJIa3aMH. ITO OB KOPOJIb HeMOHOB "Torga 3aueM THI 3alIéIT TaK
[aJIeKo, paclIpoCcTpaHsas CIIyXU U yCTpauBas BCTpeuy?"

[IpaHHOK ITOCMOTPEN Ha KOpoysd AeMOHOB (['0BOPAT, 9TOT YeI0BEK CUIbHEUIINY Ha KOHTUHEHTe. He
OyMaJ, YTO OH TOXKe IPHUAET.)

Y npuHIa OBITI0 BCE TO XXe KaMeHHOe BhIpaXkeHue Ha JIMIle, ¥ OH ITIOCMOTPEIT Ha KOPOoJis IeMOHOB " u
IIpaBfa He BUOEJI er0 INYHO, HO IIEPECEKCS C ero 3BepeM AyIu."

"Ox" BOCKNIMKHYJ KOPOJIb IEMOHOB, C YOUBJIEHUEM U MHTEepeCcoM. He TOIBKO U3-3a TOr'0, YTO CKa3al
I paHHOK, HO ¥ 13-3a €r0 IIepeMeH B MMYHOCTH. KOpok 1eMOHOB OBII O4apOBaH 4€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIT
CMOT HaCTOIbKO M3MEHUTDH IMYHOCTD MIPUHIIA.

"Kakoro poma Ov11 3TOT 3Beph aymu?" Crpocumna anbduiickas Kpuia.

IpanHOK ynbIOHyCS "[IpakoH. biaropogHeii pakoH Ha MUKe OeBSITOr0 YPOBHS."

Bce B KoMHaTe 3aTuxiu. HaumeHee BIusTeNnbHbIE GUTYPHI, KOTOPBIE UTAK y2Ke OBLIN IOJaBIIeHEI
TpeMs OOIBITMMY IIHUIITKAMK, ¥ He MOTJIM HaOpaThCs CMEJIOCTH YTOOB 3arOBOPHUTh, TEIIePh OBIIN
IIOMIABJICHEI eIrfé OOoJIbIIIe.

"B moKa3aTeNlbCTBO 3TOMY, OpakoH nmobenun ®ainy oguH Ha oguH." [Jo6aBui [IpaHHOK, yKa3aB Ha
®atiny mozagu cebs. OHa KUBHYIA, U Bce Ooee-MeHee ITOBEPHUIIH.



"...I'me ato nmpousouuo?" Crapocun Kopons.

"B ropope nyxoB. [Toxoxke, OHU OBIIM TaM B TOCTSX, ¥, K COXKaJIEHUI0, MEXXIy HaMU IIPOU30IILIa CCopa.
Torma, opakoH KCIOIb30Baj KaKyl-TO CTPAHHYI0 Marui U IIepeMecTUll HaC B CTPaHHOE MeCTo,
oTHeNIEHHOEe 0T peanbHOCTH" OObsACHUT [JpaHHOK, 00aBAs MaleHbKYIO JI0Kb K CBOEMY paccKasy.

"CTpaHHOE MecTO0?" pa3myMbIBal KOPOJIb HEMOHOB "MoxXeT OBITh 3TO ObljIa Marus u3MepeHun?"

IlpaHHOK ITOCMOTpEN Ha Hero "4 Tak u ckazan"

IeMoH yxMbITbHYICS "HMHTEpPEcHO. [Taxke 5 MOT'Y ITOAAePKUBATh MMOOO0HYI0 Maruio MaKCUMyM I1apy
MUHYT. Ho 3Bepb Oyly, caMm, CMOT IOAAePKUBATh U3MePeHKEe IOCTAaTOYHO [I0/IT0, YTOORl CPA3UThCS.
4 Bneuvatnén." [ToxBaIuil OH, a BCe OCTaIbHbIE OB MIOKUPOBaHEl. ClI0Ba KOPOJIs HEMOHOB HECTTH
6onbmion Bec "Kak 3Baniu TOro 3Beps Oymm?"

"OH cka3zaj, 4To ero 30ByT Haut baxamyT."

"Mwm... [IOHATHO..." YXMEIJIBHYJICA KOPOJIb JEMOHOB, U KUBHYJI B YIOBJIIETBOPEHUN.

InbduiicKas XKPHUIla CHOBA 3aroBopuiia "3ayeM Thl coOpasl BCeX 9THX JII0AeH 31ech? ITO KakK-TO
CBSI3aHO C TeM, UTO 3Bepb He yOoun 1e6s1? U, ecnu BCE HAaCTOILKO CEPLE3HO, THl NOJIKEH ObLI T03BaTh
¥ HaC Ha 3Ty BCTpeuy."

[Tpunn yneioHyncs (OHa yKe Hadala COMHEBAThLCS... YKe HET CMBICTIA YTO-TO CKPhIBaTh. 5 yxke
CHeJas, 4TO MIPOCHUIN.) IIOAYMAaJl OH, ¥ B3[OXHYII.

"TIpexne Bcero, s X0TeJ OBl CKa3aTh BaM TO, UTO CKa3aJl MHe JpPaKoH: 'AprMMa OelCTBUTEILHO Ha
necsaToM ypoBHe. Ho ero monHasi cujia HaMHOTO Bhile.' be3 COMHEHUS, 9TOT YeJI0BEK HEBEPOSITHO
cunés. YTo mo Toro, 3aueM s coOpas 3THUX JIIOfel 37ech, Tak MPUKa3aa MHe IPaKoH, B 00MeH Ha MO0
XKU3HB."

"Yro?"

"CobpaTth Hac?"

"Ins gyero?"

Jloowu, KOTOpEIE OBLITH IIpUrilialli€eHbl Ha4aJlk [IaHWKOBATh, 3aMETHB, YTO YTO-TO HE TakK.

"ITpunn [Ipansok! YTo eMy OT Hac Hapo?"



"YT0 ecnid OH X04YeT 3aXBaTUTh HAIlly CTpPaHy?"

"Ecnu oH OymeT yrpoxaTh HaM, HaM IIPOCTO HYKHO yOuTh ero! IIocMOTpPUM, CMOXKET JIX OH IIOUTH
IpoTUB apmuu!"

"TummHa!" KpUKHYJ KOPOJIb, U €r0 aypa 3aTKHYJ1a BCeM pThl. OH C IPUIIYPOM yCTaBUJICS Ha ChIHA
"dT0 37O 3HAUUT?"

I paHHOK B3OOXHYN "ITO 3HAYHUT, g CAEJal, TO YTO CKa3au..." Tpo0opMOoTasl OH U 3aKPHLI I'J1a3a,
CJI0BHO OBLI BEIMOTAaH. JItony B KOMHaTe ObUIM COUTH C TOJIKY OT €ro pacciabieHHOU peakKIuu.

BHe3amnHo, XJIONOK pa3facs B KOMHATe. 3aTeM BTOPOM, TpeTuid. Cpeau MpUCYTCTBYIOIIUX, KTO-TO
OEeMCTBUTEJIbHO Havall XJIOIaTh, B TAKOM TO MOMEHT.

Y Tpoux BaXKHBIX LIUIIEK PE3KO IIOMEHSIIOCh BhIpaxKeHue nuila. Mx riasa Beipaxanu HeBepue. OHU
MeZJIeHHO [TOBEPHYJIM T'OJIOBHL K YTJTy KOMHATHI.

Tam cTosIT MyX4YrHa B YEPHHIX OfEekKIaX, ¥ JIEHUBO XJIOMasl B JIQMOIIH, Toefdast mokosand. OH CTOsT,
TIPUCJIOHUBIIKCH K CTeHE, a PSIOOM C HUM CHUJIeJI OTPOMHBIN BOJIK.

Kaxmpiit 4emoBeK Ha 9TOM coOpaHuu OBIT OIIEJIOMJIEH OT TakKoro Buma. ®aiina ¢ [IpaHHOKOM
TIOBEPHYJIM TOJIOBHI, YTOOBI OCMOTPETD YEJI0BEKA, KOTOPHIH OBITT XO3TUHOM APaKOHa.

Koposb meMOHOB BOCTOPZKEHHO YIBIOHYJICS, @ XKPHlla CMOTPesia Ha APUMY TJTyOOKUM B3TIISIIOM,
CJIOBHO XOTeJIa YBUIETh CKBO3b HET0. A UeJIOBeYeCKHH KOPOJIb IIPOCTO CEPhE3HO OCMATPHUBAJT €T0.

ApuMa foen IOoKONafKy, ¥ IOOHST rojoBy. KpoMme fBoux, KTO yKe BcTpeyasn HailTa, u Tpoux, KTo He
6osinics ero, BCce OCTaIbHBIE CHEIaIM 1Iar Ha3af, ¥ IIPUJI0XKIIA BCIO CBOIO CUJTY BOJIM, YTOOH! HE
CHeNaTh ellle ONUH IIaT Ha3am.

Y ApuMel OsIBUIIaCh HACTOIBKO €CTECTBEHHAS Y/IbIOKA Ha JIUIlE, YTO BCe BOKPYT 3aapoxanu. OH
IIENIKHYJ TTaIbIlaMy, ¥ KaX[Iblil 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPOro BeiOpan HaiiT, ncue3 u3 KOMHATHI.

IIeMOH HaXMyPUJICS, JKPpUIla IPUIIypHUIach, a muio Kopons mompayHeno. Y3 oObsacHeHUs [IpaHHOKA,
OHMU y2Ke TIOHSIJIH, YTO pou30ineT. OHU He ObUIM gypakaMu. OHUM He 3Ha/IM I0YeMy, HO OHU
IIOAyMally, 9YTO T€, KTO TOJIbKO YTO UCYe3, K€ HE BEPHYTCS KUBHIMU.

Apuma onyctun pyky [Heus, hic comedetis] (Mpu cioga u cCoXpu Ux)

[Vashta Nerada]



ApI/IMa CO30aJI Maruio, KOTOPYIO YK€ KUCIIOJIb30BaJl PAaHBIIIE. Ho B aToT pa3 OHa OBl7Ia B COTHIO pas3
cunbHee, coyeTas B cebe Maruio CMEpPTHU U TbEMEI.
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B OPYIrOM U3MePEeHnH, OKOJIO TPDUALIATH TIogey MaHUKOBAIIH, IIOTOMY 4YTO UX IIOTJIOTHIIA TbMa.
lleBsTEIE YPOBHHU IIBEITAJINCH p8.36I/ITb 9Ty Maruio, HO He CMOTI'JIM HU4Yero caeiaThb.

He mpoIio MHOTO BpeMeHH, KaK pa3fasics IepBei KpuK. HUKTO He BUIEII, YTO MIPOKUCXONUT, YTO
YBENTUYUIIO UX CTPaX. HeCKOIbKO CeKYH CITyCTs, pa3falics ellle OOUH KPUK, ¥ 9TO MIPOJ0JIKAI0Ch
IIeNTyI0 MUHYTY.

"Yro npoucxogut?! OTBeThTe!" CUNIbHENIINY U3 HUX 3aKpUyaJll, Hafesach MOJy4YuTh oTBeT. Ho B 0TBET
yCIbIIan nuirs 6eckoHedHble KpuKU. OH XOTeJl MarHyTh BIEPE[, HO IIOYyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO CTPaHHOE

B CBouX HOraX. OH He MOT UX BUJIETh, HO BCE ellle MOT KOCHYThCSA uX. OH MOMbITAJNICS JOTPOHYTHCS 0

HOTH, ¥ BCE ero MBIC/IM MIHOBEHHO 3aCTHLIIH.

OH ucnosnb30Baj 00e pyKu, 4TOOBI ITPOBEPUTH COCTOSSHUE HOT. YeM OoJIbIlle OH fefia 9T, TeM
CUIbHEee CTAHOBUJICS €T0 CTpaXx. He BaXXHO Kak OH TpPOTaJl UX, OH MOT OIIYTUTD JIUILIEL TBEPAYIO
110BepxHOCTh. OH He YYBCTBOBAJI HUKAKOM IJIOTH ¥ KOXU. OHa Oblia HEOOIBIION U TBEPAOH, CIIOBHO...
KOCTE.

YenoBeK HaKOHEI] 3dKpu4all, KakK 1 OCTAJIbHBIE, ¥ 3aTeM, CTPAaHHOE OIIyIlleHne JOCTUTJIO U €r0 PYK.
OH Me[IeHHO IOABUT AT UMH, CKpeliruBasid MMaJIbIIbl. FJ'Iy'XOfI 3BYK IIPO3BYy4all, KOTOpBIIZ HE OOJIZKEH
3By4dTh, KOT'Jd OB€ PDYKH COEOUHAIOTCA.

9TO0 CTpaHHOE OIIyIIeHWe JOCTUTIIO eTo IIeH, a 3aTeM IPeKPaTUI0Ch. MyXKUKWHa MTOYTH B3IOXHYII C
obmeryeHueM, mymasi, 4To cracéH. Ho 3aTeM, BCE Havaso IIPOMCXONUTE faxke OBICTPee, YeM paHbIIe.
B 9TOT MOMEHT, €ro OyX PyXHYJI, ¥ OH IIJIaKaJj, II0Ka ero roJIOCOBEIE CBSI3KY He OBIIN IOTJIOMIEeHE. U,
0e3 NErKux, ero MoCaegHUN KPUK OBIT JOBOIBHO JKaJIOK.
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Bo BHewHeM Mupe, AprMa BHE3AIIHO UCYe3, YTO YOUBUIIO OCTaBIIUXCA JIIOfEeH, HO, IIOCKOJIbKY HauT
BCE eIlé CUOel 3[ech, 3eBasi, OHU 3HAIM, YTO AprMa CKOPO BEPHETCH.

ApuMa BOIIEN B IPyroe u3MepeHue, 4ToOk coOpaTh KU3HEHHYIO cuiy. Ero cuma Bo3pocra ermé
HEMHOT0, BMECTe CO CPOJICTBOM. 3aTeM, OH OCMOTPEJICS B KOMHATe, OTJISIIbIBAst OCTABIIMECS CKEJIETHL.
KTO-TO CTOSIJI, KTO-TO yIaja Ha 3eMJT0, pa36pocaB KOCTH.

"CpaboTasio JOBOJILHO XOPOIIIO0. f HAIIEN ellle OOUH CII0co0 HMCIIO0Ib30BaTh 3TO MECTO."

Boo61re, AprMa MpUTOTOBUIT HEYTO Bpofe NoBYIIKKA. OH HaCTPOUII CBOIO Maruio B IPYTOM



N3MEPEeHNHU, U OTIIPABUII CBOUX nesneu BHYTPB, IIPAMO IIO IEHTPY Marn4eCKoro MaCCuaa. ITocne 3Toro,
HY2KHO OBLIIO JIMIIh dKTUBHUPOBATH €TO0, YTOOBI YCTPAHUTL BCEX B MaCCHUBE.

ApuMa BHIIIENT HapyXKy, yOeOUBIIKCEH, YTO cOOpa BCIO XKU3HEHHYI0 cuiy. OH IOSBUICS Nepef
OCTaBIIMMUCS B KOMHaTe COOpaHUi. 3aTEM, OH IIENIKHYII ATbI[aMy CHOBA, ¥ IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHAS
CBSI3b 3aBepIInIach. JIIoou, KOTOPHIX OH 'CXBaTUM', CpPa3y XKe BEPHYJIUCE.

CxeJleTH IOSBUINCH B TAKOM e II0JI0KEHUHY, B KOTOPOM HaXOAWJIKCh B APYTOM U3MePeHUN. 3aTeM,
OHU ITafjajii Ha 3eMJII0. Y HUX He 0CTaJ0Ch HU KyCO4YKa IJIOTH Ha KOCTAX, YTO Halyraso 0ojee
cnabwix B KoMHaTe. OHU 00JIbIIEe HEe MOTJIM TOOOPOTh CTPax, ¥ y0exkanu U3 KOMHATHI.

B KomHaTe octanmuch numibk Haiit, ApuMa, [IpanHoK, Paiina, HY ¥ Tpu OOJIbININE IIUIIKH.

Koponb IeMOHOB IOMOIIEN K KOCTSIM, U ITOCTy4as o HuM. "Ofexkpaa HeTpoHyTa. Tak Xe, HET HU
clefa TpaBM Ha KOCT#X..."

Onbduiika fgenana Toxe caMoe. OHa U3SAIIHO HAKJIOHUIACH, ¥ B3sJ1a PYKY OGHOTO U3 CKeJIeTOB.
"...0Tu mogu norubau 6bICTPO, YYBCTBYSI OECKOHEYHBIM CcTpaX. [0 TOi TOYKM, YTO CTpax 3amedaTacs
B UX KOCTsX. Tak XKe, Hai HUMU BAUTAET Marusg CMepTu."

YesioBeueCKHUl KOPOJIb B3TJISHYJI Ha CKEJIETHl, IIpeX/e YeM YCTaBUThCS Ha ApuMy. "3a TO 4TO
TIIOIIaAUII MOET0 CHIHA, 1 He CTaHy BUHUTH Te0s 3a nomobHoe. K ToMy ke, Bce 3TH 100y ObIIN
oTOpocaMu. f UL TPHUIIEN CIOfia, YTOOH Y3HATh, I0UeMY BAPYT MOM CHIH, KOTOPHIY CTal TaKUM
MSATKUM, [103Bajl UX BCeX. Teneps, g MOJIy4YUul OTBET."

OH 3amosyan HeHafgonro, ¥ Bcrpsaxuynca " Ho, s He Mory ursopuposath Bce. KTo TeI? UTOo THI cHenan
C MOHMM CBHIHOM? U B 4éM CMEICII BCET'0 3TOro?"

ApuMa XMBIKHYJI, B3SIJ1 CTYJI, JIe3KaBIIHH PSIOM, ¥ IIPUHEC €T0 K CTOJTy B IIeHTpe KOMHATHL. OH
OecriepeMOoHHO ceJl, ¥ yNIbIOHyICcs "[laBaiTe IIOTOBOPUM."

[TpuMeyaHue MepeBOOYHKaA:

Xexexe, OIISsATh 3Ta Marugd
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