Korma ApuMa BOCIIOb30BaJICS CBOEH Marued, HacTanm yepén Haiita mymaTh, 94TO XKe CIy4unoch. Ho,
TIOCKOJIbKY AprMa ero He T03BaJjl, OH 0CTaBaJICs CIIOKOWHBIM, U TEPIIEIMBO XKIaJl.

"XM, ¢ gyero 6bl HauaTh?" 3ecTa HeOpexkHO OyOHUIIA cebe mox HOoC, TpsMo niepen Apumoit "Hauny ¢
TOTO, 4TO A3ec mepeHéec Tebs B 3TOT MUP I10 ONpeeéHHON IpuYrHe. X0Th S ¥ caMa He 3Hal0, YTO OH
IJIAHUPYET, S 3HA0, YTO OH HIIET YTO-TO, YTO MOXKET IIOMOYb eMy. M, s ¢ yBepEHHOCTBIO MOTY
CKa3aTh, YTO IJIST HETO ThI MPOCTO [KEKIOT."

ApuMa BHUMATEJIBHO CIyIIaJl, BRIPAXKEHUE €T0 JIUIla BOoOIe He MeHsIock. OH XOJIOMHO CMOTPEJT Ha
OOTHHIO, ¥ MaXe OHA JIWIIL TOPHKO yIbI0anmach TAKOMY OTHOUIEHHIO.

"TBos myma orpoMHa. M Korga s roBOpio OrpOMHa, BO3MOXKHO Jake Thl caM He 0CO3Haelllb,
HACKOJIbKO. Pa3aMep GacceliHa MaHBI CUJIBHO 3aBUCUT OT pa3Mepa AyLIu. f yBepeHa, Thl IOHUMAEIh,
YTO pa3Mep TBoero 6acceriHa MaHH HeHopMasieH. OH fnaxe 6ombiie, yeM y HebecHBIX 60T0B. Ho
caMmoe BazKHOe - 9TO KTO THI eCTh." 3ecTa yKa3ana Ha ApuUMy CBOUM IIaJiblieM.

ApuMa Bcé elnié ObITT HeTIOK0J1eOKUM, HO BCE Ke, eMy CTasio M000mnsITHO "KTo s ecTh?"

"Ha. Tl OUeHb PEOKUM THI YeJI0BEKA, HAaCTOJIBKO, YTO MBI JaxXkKe OyMaJiy, YTO BHl BCE BEIMEPIIH
IeCSTKY THICSY JIeT Ha3al. YBepeHa, TH yKe caM HEMHOI'O JOTafasiCs, OTIHYUTETbHON
0COOEHHOCTBIO ITUX JItofiel Oblyla CIOCOOHOCTh KPaCcTh XKU3HEHHYIO CUIIY IPYTUX U IIPeBpallaTh €€ B
cBot. OHM MOTJIM U3BJIeYb KUIHEHHYIO CHITY TH000T0 XKUBOT0 CymiecTBa. OT MaJeHbKUX HACEKOMBIX
no camux 6oros. BoT mouemy maxke HebGeca G60SNINUCH UX, M OHU OBIJIM YHUYTOXKEHH CTaPIIUMU
TIOKOJIEHUSIMU. VX Ha3BIBAJI B YECTh TEXHUKY, KOTOPYIO OHU UCIONIb30Banmu, OXOTHUKaMH 3a
Ku3urio."

"f pogumncs B Mmupe 6e3 Maruu, Kak s MOTy ObITh OOHUM K3 HUX?" cupocust ApuMa. OH He ObI
IIIOKMPOBAaH UJIM HAIlyTaH CJI0BaMU 3€CTHI.

Bugs ApuMy TakuM HEBO3MYTHMBIM, OHa MOTJIa JIUIIL B3H0XHYTh ([axe ecnu oH OXOTHUK 3a
2KW3HbI0, OH BCE eIll€ 4eJloBeK. Kak OH MOXKeT 0CTaBaThCsA CIIOKOWHBEIM, KOTla €My T'OBOPST, YTO OH
Bpar Hebec?)

3ecTa nmoKadaja IOJI0BOM U IOXKaja mjaedamMu "9TOo IPOCTO Jorajaka, HO CKOpee BCEero OfuH U3 TBOUX
IpegKoB cOexkaj B TOT MUP, YTOOBI CIIpsATaThcsi. Kopoye roBopsi, ThI POOUIICS B APYTOM MUPE, B TO
BpeMs, Korga OXoTHUKY 3a 2KM3HbBIO ObIIH BCE eIé XKUBHI."

"fdcuo. 4 Tak npuMepHO U gyMas." ApuMa KMUBHYJI, U HEBO3MYTUMO II0CMOTpeN Ha 3ecTy "UTak,
3auyeM Thl 37ech? TH BCE ellle He OTBETHIa Ha MO IepBhIi Bonpoc. TH cKa3aja, YTo 3TO OO pagu
3abaBel 1 oTOMy 4TO A3ec nonpocui Tebs. Ho s BCE ellle He 3HA0, YTO UMEHHO THI IOJIXKHA 3[I€Ch
oenartp."

3ecTa 3acToHana "[laxe eCNK Thl IPUTBOPHUIIIBCS, MOXKEIb I Thl BECTU ce0s1 HEMHOTO, HY 3HAEllb,
o0ecrokoeHHEIM? Temeps, TogyMaB 06 3TOM, C Te€X IMOP KakK THl IPUIIEN B 3TOT MUD, 51 HUKOTMIa He



BHEIIa TeOs HallyTaHHBIM MJIN IIaHUKYIOIITNM. Chyi SMOIIMHU TEI TOXKE YGI/IH?"

Apuma HaxMmypuicd "HeT, TakuM s poguics.”

JIuto 3ecTH mEPHYNOCH (DTO maxe xyxe, pa3Be HeT?) OHa noTépia BuCcKK "Kak s ¥ cka3ana go
3TOTO, 5 MIPHUILTIA CIoJA 110 ABYM IpuuYrHaM. [TepBasi: MHe OBITIO CKY4YHO, BTOPOe: A3ec ImOIPOCHT
1IOMOYb Tebe CKPHITh CBOIO TUYHOCTh OXOTHMKA 3a 2KH3HbI0."

"9T0 BCE?" ApuMa BHITJISAEN pa30yapoBaHHKIM "Thl MOXKeIb BEPHYThCSI. MHe He Hy>KHa TBOS
IOMOILb. Pa3 TH CKa3aja, 4TO TH He MOXKelllb 3arjISHYTh BHYTPh APYTUX U3MEPEHUH, S IPOCTO
niepecTaHy ucnosb3oBaTh Ox0Ty 3a 2KM3HBIO BHE €T0, pa3 YK 3T0 Takas mpobnema. Tak xe, s
3aMeTuJs, 4YTO y MeHs NOBOJIBHO YHUKAIbHAS aypa. { MOTy IOaBUTh €€, eCNIU 3aX04y. T0 Xe
KacaeTcs ¥ yOMNUCTBEHHOTO HaMepeHusi. Eciu 3To BCE, TOTrha g0 CBUAAHUS."

"Ox?" 3ecra Oblna omrapaineHa "9, mogoxau! Pa3se Tebe He UHTePeCHO y3HaTh 0 cebe?! U mouemy
TH TaK 6ecTakTeH co MHOU?! { HacTosimas OOTHUHS, 3Haelb Ju..."

ApuMa TTISHYT Ha HEE, ero BhIpaXkKeHue JIMlla BEPHYJIOCh K HopMe "KT0-T0, KTO X04eT JoKa3aTh CBOIO
JUYHOCTD, He NOJIKEeH FOBOPUTH HeuTo ofoOHoe." CKa3as OH, ¥ pa3Besy CBOE U3MepeHue.

ApuMa BHOBb ITOSIBUJICS TIOCPEU YIHIIE, BMECTe ¢ HamyTou OoruHei. [Ipoxoxue BooOIe HUUEro He
3aMeTuIu. ApuMa IOIIEN IPOoYb, U 3ecTa IociiefioBasa 3a HUM. "...[ToueMy THl UAEMb 3a MHOM?"

"Pa3Be THI He CIIBIIIAN, YTO S CKa3asa? MHe CKy4YHO. A caMoe UHTEPECHOE, YTO €CTh B 9TOM MUDE -
910 THL." 3asgBua oHa. OHa yXKe He cliefoBajia 3a ApUMOH, a ILIjla PAAOM C HUM.

"He nmpumnomHIo, 4TO OBl S COTIAIIACs ObITh TBOUM JIMYHBLIM pPa3BlieyeHUEM."

"¢l HUKOr[a 1 He IPOCHUa TBOEro pa3pemenus.”

ApI/IMa B3T'IAHYII Ha Heé,  OHa B3IrJIAHYJIA Ha HETO C CaMOJOBOJILHBIM BRIPA2KEHUEM Ha JIUIIE. 3aTeM,
B Te4YeHUH CIIeYIOIIEero 9aca, ApI/IMa IIpoaoJIZKajl CO6I/IpaTB CBOIO KOJIJIEKITUIO KOH(beT " NecepToB.

[TocnenHee BpeMs OH paboTas HaJ Marueil BpEMeHH, U, XOTh OH ¥ He MOT XOPOIIIO YIPaBIIAThCS C
Hell, OH BCE eIll€ CMOT 3aMOPO3UTh BPpEMS BHYTPH CBOET0 XpaHUINIIA.

"Kcratu, Apuma, uto y Te0s1 co cpomacTtBoM? Ecnu He omubatoch, OXOTHUKY 3a 2KHM3HBIO MOTYT KPacCTh
1 ero U3 XKM3HEHHOU CHUJIBl CBOMX KEPTB, Belb TaK?" BHe3amHo cripocuna 3ecTa.

ApvMa HaxXMypHJICS, ¥ OPOCUJI B3TJIAA Ha He€ (OTa XKeHIIWHA CIIUIIKOM (haMUIbspHA) IOAyMall OH, U
oTBeTus "He 3Hato. { maBHO He npoBeps.”



"Torma mouemy Ovl Tebe He TPOBEPUTH ceidac?”

ApriMa B3[OXHYJ, ¥ IPOBEN TecT. Hapg ero pykou mosiBUiIoCck BoceMsb cep. Kak u Bcerfga, MOTHUYU U
ThMa OBITTK B Xaoce. Tak e, OTOHb Pa3BUJICA [I0 TAKOTO XkKe YPOBHS fHaxe 6e3 pe3oHaHca ¢ HaiiToM.
Bce ocTanbHbIE CPOACTBa B371eTeNnH, cnacubo JIunuH, HexuTtH, KomeHy, ¥ BceM TeM, KTO yMep OT
HeOaBHUX 'IIBETOUYKOB' APUMBHI.

"Oro..." [Taxxe 3ecTa Oblyta BriedaTiaeHa "Y TeOs TemocnoxeHue JiieMeHTanbHoro MMmepaTtopa"

ApvMa HUKOTZa He CIIbllIan nofo6Horo TepMuta "dto 310?"

"Ha Hebecax, ypOBHHU CPOJICTBA, KaK y TeOs ¢ MOJIHUEHN, TbMOM ¥ OTHEM Ha3bIBAIOT abCOMIOTHRIM
IOMUHUPOBaHUEM. JIIo[U ¢ OMHUM 371EMEHTOM, JOCTUTIIUM abCOTI0THOTO JOMUHUPOBAHUS 30BYTCS
3JIeMEeHTAJIbHEIMU TPABUTEIISIMHU, C ABYMS - 9JIeMEHTaIbHEIMU KOPOJIIMY, C TPEMS - 37IeMEeHTaIbHBIMU
umneparopamu." O6bsicuumna 3ecta. "bBojee Toro, y Te0s1 €CTh ellle OOHO pegKoe Tenocioxkenue. To,
YTO MBI 30BEM TEJIOC/IOKEHNEM TEMHOTO UMIlepaTopa."

"9T0 M3-3a MOel 0JIM30CTU C TEMOU?"

"BepHo. Te, KTo 001agaoT abCOMIOTHEIM JOMUHUPOBAaHNEM HaMl CBETOM HJIU TbMOM, 30BYTCS CBETJIBIM
WA TEMHBEIM HMIIEPAaTOPOM COOTBETCTBEHHO. CaMble 3aMeTHEIEe BeIll B TAKOM CPOZICTBE - 3TO
U3MeHeHNe IIBeTa, U YCUJIeHNE APYTUX 37IEMEHTOB, KOTOPBIE TH UCIIOIbh3Yellb. "

"fIcHO. 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YUTO S CMOTY IIOJTy4YUTh aOCOJIIOTHOE HOMUHUPOBAHUE HAMl BCEMHU 3JIEMEHTaMH,
€CJI¥ NIPOJOJIXKY UCI0JIb30BaTh OX0Ty 3a Ku3Hbi0?"

3ecTa MOprHyJa u paccMesiiach "Hu 3a 4T0. 9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. [laxke y OX0THUKa 3a 2KU3HbBIO
nomo6HOe OIpenesieHo C PoXkaeHus. Thl He CMOXKEIIb MMOJYyYUTh 9T0 yepe3 OxoTy 3a 2Kusubio. B
Jy4llleM cjlydae, TBOM CPOMICTBA BHIPACTYT [0 IMKA, HO HUKOTIa He MOPACTYT OO0 YPOBHS abCOIIOTHOTO
OOMHHHUPOBaHUA."

"Ho MO€ cpofICcTBO C OTHEM He OBIJIO HAa 9TOM YPOBHE, KOTAa S TOJILKO IIPUIIET B 3TOT MUP."

3ecTa BCE ellle IOCMenBasiach, nocie ero cioB "Mu... [Torogu, 4yTo? YTO THI TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aji?"

ApuMa paccesin chepsl 1 TOBTOPUT "4 cKa3aJjl, YTO MOE CPOACTBO C OTHEM YIYYIIUIIOCh IO TAKOTO
YPOBHS IOCJIE TOTO, KakK 5 uCHonb30Ban OxoTy 3a 2KusHbi."

Teneps 3ecta cMoTpenna Ha ApuMy, KakK Ha MOHCTpa. [lake 60ruHsS HUYEro He MOTJa ¢ co0oii
ofienaTh.

"...Tel KaKOU-TO YHUKAIBHEIYA TUII OXO0THUKA 3a 2KU3HbI0?"



"OTKyga MHe 3HaTh?" OTBETUJ ApuMa, ¥ BO300OHOBHII CBOIO IIPOTYIIKY.

3ecTa CMOTpesia eMy BCJe[l, PacKpeIB poT "...CuacTnuBYUK A3ec. THl HallIEN UealbHOTO MOHCTPA, B
KOTOPOM TakK HyXKpascs." mpobopMoTasa OHa, ¥ II0ocjiefioBaia 3a ApuMOii.
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CnycTst yac. ApuMa CHSIJTI KOMHATY B TOCTHHUIIE, U cKa3asl HaiiTy Bo3BpaIiaThcs. 3aias B 6ap, OHU
cpasy XkKe 3aMeTHJIH, YTO KTO-TO CHUAET 3a CTOJIOM BMecTe ¢ Apumoii. HaliT Obl1 03agadeH, a JlaHs
Oblna MIOKMpPOBaHa KPacoOTOM 3€CTHI.

"KT0 oHa?"

ApuMa oTtnui u3 cBoed 4yamku "[IpocTo gymauTe o0 Hel, KaK O JOMAalllHEM XXKUBOTHOM."

"9?" JIaHS He MOHSJIA, YTO OH TOJILKO YTO CKa3al.

3ecTe ObIIO HaTlIeBaTh HA OTHOIIEHNE APUMEI, BCTaB, OHA 3aroBopuia "MeHs 30ByT 3ecTa..." OHa
XUTPO YIBIOHYJIAch, CIIOBHO HallTla HeuTo 3abaBHoe "3ecTta bein"

ApuMa pa3maBuil YallKy, KoTopas Oblyia y HEro B PyKe, a BoOa B HEW MCIIapuiiach, BMECTO TOTO,
yTOOB! BEUIMTHCS. YKacamlas atMochepa 3amonuusa 6ap TOCTUHUIILI, a APYTUe KIUMeHTH
3aApoxKay.

"Hukorma He ToBopH mofo6HOro cHoBa." [Ipenympenun e€ ApuMa HeBEPOSITHO XOIOOHEIM TOHOM, YTO
naxe HauT cogporuyrcs.

3ecTa Toxe Oblya 3aCTUTHYTA Bpacmiox. OHa MPOCTO XOTeJla ero MogPa3HUuTh, HO, TI0X0XKe, haMUIns
ApuMbl MHOT'O 3HAYHUJIA [JIs HETO.

"Most ommbKa... [Tpoctu." 3ecTa U3BMHUIACH, C KPUBOM yiIBIOKOM Ha nuile. OHa 3HaIa, KOTOa CTOUT
IIpU3HaBaTh BUHY.

ApuMa IIENKHYT S3HIKOM, ¥ MaxXHYJI PyKo#. Yalrka caMOBOCCTAaHOBUIACK, ¥ TTApP MIPEeBPATHUIICS
o0paTHO B BOAy, HA/IMBasiCh 0OPATHO B Yarly.

3ecTa HapoOuMUTO KanuisiHysa "M3BuHAIOCH 3a 3T0. { 3ecta Jlunuc. JIunuc - 970 Mo€ uMs. MoxeTte
obpaIaThbCs KO MHe, KakK 1oxesaeTe." YnriOHynach oHa Hality u Jlane. "To ke KacaeTcs u Te6s"
Ckasana oHa ApuMe, HO B OTBeT II0JIy4HJIa JIUIIb MOITYaHUeE.

"...ApuMa Ha3Ban MeHs Haut baxamyt" HailT, K yOUBIIEHUIO, OTBETUIL.



"XM... MeHns 30ByT Jlans Jleana" JIaHs ToXe mpefcTaBuia ce0si, XOTh ¥ HEPEIIUTEIIBHO.

Jlunuc xuxukHyna "[IpusaTHO IO3HAKOMUTHCS. f IPUCOEIUHSAIOCH K Ballled 04apOBaTeJIbHOU I'PYIIIIE,
TaK 4YTO, HafeloCh MHI IIOJIaduM."

Haiit mHaxmypuiics {3#, 4To oHa?} cupocun o ApuMmy. OH CKa3aj UMeHHO '4T0', @ He 'KT0'. 9TO
HarJIAgHO [T0Ka3bIBajo ero nepBoe BliedaTieHue o Jlunuc.

{HebecHas 60ruHs. }

I'naza Hatita cy3umnucs {Cepbe3no? f To gyMan, modeMy TH TaK HaIpsi&KeH. Tenepsb BCE CTaJo
IIOHSTHO. }

{He mymalo, 4TO y HE€ eCTh KaKue-TO 3JIbkle HaMepPeHUs 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K HaM. Ho, MOs TpUBBIYKa -
IIPUCTAIbHO HAOIOMATE 3a JIIOObMH, KOTOPHIE MTBITAIOTCS CONMU3UTHCS CO MHOM. He mapbcst HacYeT
Heé. OcTaBb 3TO MHe. }

Haiwt kuBnyn {Xopoio. }

JIunuc 3aMeTusa, YTO 3TU ABOE pa3roBapuBaloT Mexay coboi. Ho maxe sBsasich O0TUHEHN, OHa He
MOTJIa BMEIIaThCS B TeJIeaTU4eCcKylo CBSI3b MeXY 3BepeM AyIIM U ero co3marenieM. OcobeHHO,
KOTZla 9TO OblJIa TaKasi OTPOMHAs Ayla, Kak y ApUMEL.

[ToaToMy oHa permmita mo6onTaTh ¢ JlaHel, MOKa APakoH B popMe BOJIKa U 'MOHCTD' B hopMe
yeJioBeKa pa3roBapuBajiy Mexnay co6oi. HeoxunaHHO, OHU XOPOIIIO ITOJaguiIu, ¥ CMesITIUCh BMECTe,
BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU.

{3i1, pa3Be 3TO He MI0X0?}

Apuma nocMmotpen Ha JlaHto u Jlunuc, korga HauT ckasan 3To, HO He 0TBeTHI eMy. "Jlunuc" BmecTo
3TOTO OH II03BaJl OOTHHIO.

"M?" oHa ynbIOHyMack "YTo Takoe?"

"TIpssMO ceiidyac, HACKOIBKO TH CUAJIbHA?"

JInnuc npoGopMoTasa 4To-TO, U IOJI0KHUIIa PYKY cebe Ha mogoopomok "OKOJI0 ecsTOro yPoBHS. ITO
yXe GOJbIIoe JOCTUKEHNE, HAXOMUThCS Ha TAKOM HU3KOM YPOBHE, 3HAEIIh K. "

"Huzkom?" JlaHs Oblna cOUTA C TONKY.



"fdicHo.... [Tonarato, 3TO pa3ymHoO."

JIunuc cHOBa MOBEPHYIACh K JlaHe, Korga moHsia, 4To ApuMe Gosbllle Heyero cka3aTh "JlaHd, Kymna
BHI TPOE IIJTaHUPYeTe HallpPaBUThHCS Aasblie?"

"B ropop nyxoB" orBeTusa Jlag "Y MeHsI TaM €CTh 3HAKOMBIN."

"Uto HacueT Teb6s1, ApuMa? UTo THI NIJTaHUPYELIb AefaTh Ha 3TOM KOHTHHeHTe?" JIunuc
BOCIIOJIb30BaJIach MIAaHCOM, YTOOBI CIPOCUTH ApUMY.

"¢ nnanupyro nocnaTek" 3asABUiI ApuMa, ¥ HallpaBUJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY.

"qro? ITomoxmou..."

"CrnokouHou Houn" CKasaB 3T0, HauT mocnemoBan 3a ApUMOM.

"XMM, TOria, 9 TOXKe JoJXKHa uaTh. CrioKorHou HOYH, JIunuc." JlaHsg mocnefoBana 3a ApuMou u
HaiiToMm, a JIlunmuc octanack B 6ape B OMUHOYECTRE.

"...A rme cmmio 5?" mpo6opMoTasa oHa. Y He€ He OBIIO JeHeT, KOTOphle Obl MPUHUMAHUCh B
yesioBe4eckoM mupe. E€ muiio népHynoch, ¥ oHa 6€CCO3HATENIBHO TISTHYIa Ha YAaIsIomnyiocs JlaHio,
C XUTPOM YIIBIOKOM.
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