Korga AprMan npu6sini B 3a7, [KelMc yxKe OB TaM, 03KUTasi ero.

"Mucrtep breiin, mpoury, cienyiTe 3a MHON" CKa3asl OH ¥ pa3BepHYJCs. [10X0XKe, OH IPEeONoJIeN CBOU
CTpax ¥ me’CcTBOBa mepeq ApUMaHOM KaK OOBIYHO.

"IIpekpaTu Ha3blBaTh MEHS TaK. 30BU MeHs ApuMa. B nocnegHuii pa3, Korga KTo-TO 3Bajl MEHS Kak
THI, OH IIOTIBLITAJICSI YOUTH MeHs. B uTOre MHe NMPUIIOCH YOUTD €ro."

Ho, cHOBa, ero camoobnamanue pyxayso (OH 4To, mesaeT 3TO CIelMaibHO, UK 4T0?!) 3aKpHUyal OH B
CBOEM pa3yMe

Apuma niocnepoBan 3a [xerMmcoM, ¢ HaiiTom o3agu, KOTOPHIM y2Ke BEPHYJICS B CBOIO BOJIYBIO
dbopmy. Bckope 0OHUM [TOCTUTIIM CBOETO POfia COKPOBUIIHUIIL, C Ky4el 30I0ThHIX MOHET Ha CTOJIE.

"9TO Balll IpX3, THICSYa 30JI0THIX. BRI MoXkKeTe 3a0path ux. Miu, ecinu BB XOTUTE MOIYYUTh CBOM IIPU3
OenblM cepebpoM, MoxKeTe chemnaTh 3anpoc” [IxKelMc ynbI0HYJICS, HO AprMa IPOCTO 3aCThII.

IIXaX?II

"Uto Takoe?" [IxkeiMc OBLI B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBe, @ HallT HaKJIOHUIT T'OJIOBY.

(Touno! {4 6r11 HacTONBKO CHOKYCUPOBAH Ha ayAUEHLIUYU C KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbel, uTo 3a0bl1 00 9TOM.
BhIN Ke ellle IPU3 B THICAYY 30JI0ThIX! OMHOTO TOIBKO 9TOTO TOCTATOUYHO, YTOOB KOMIIEHCUPOBATh
Mo€ y4acTtue!) AppMa HapOUYMUTO KalUIAHY]L.



"Huyero. [Umbra, Manducare] (Tens,en)" O yOpas BCE 30JI0TO B CBOIO TEHb.

"¢l BuxKYy, BCE xopo1o. Tenmeps, 1 6yny meicTBOBATh KaK ITOCIaHHUK, X OTBEOY Bac B 3aMOK. XOTHUTE
JIX BHI IIOUTH ceryac?"

"KoHeuHO" ApuMa TyT XKe COIJIaCUJICA.

"Torma, mpoipémTe" OHU TOKUHYJIM KOJIM3€eH, 1 HallpaBUIUCh B IIeHTP ropopa. ITogxons Bce Ouxe,
OHM MOTJIM BUOETH 3aMOK BCE OTUETIINBEH.

HoOpaBuUIKCh OO 3aMKa, AprMa B3TJISIHYJI Ha HETo, U IOAyMaJll, YTO TOT II0X0XK Ha OJUH M3 CTAPBIX
€BPOIIEHCKIX 3aMKOB U3 ero Mupa. [[KeiMcC MomoIIes K BOPOTaM ¥ TePEroBOPUT CO cTpaxei. OguH
M3 HUX YIIeJl BHYTPb, BEPHYJICS MUHYT MSITh CITYCTS ¥ CKa3aJjl, YTO UM II03BOJIEHO ITPOUTH.

[Tpoiiast uepe3 BOPOTA, OHU OKA3a/IMCh B OOJIBIIIOM KOPHUAOPE, 3aM0JIHEHHEIM Pa3IMYHbBIMU
IEeKOPAIUsIMHU, NEeIIeBEIMYU, ¥ JOPOTUMHU. TaM WX MPUBETCTBOBAJI CTAPBIN YIIPABIISIONIU.

"TIpuBeTcTBYy!O, rocrnona. Koponesa u mpuHIlecca BCKOpe IpuMyT Bac. [Ipomly, ciegyiTe 3a MHOU"
Crapblil yIIpaBSIoONINi IPOBEN UX B POCKOIIHYIO KOMHATY, KOTOpas, II0X0Xke, Obljla KOMHaTO!
oXxupaHus. [[xelMc yIen, Tak Kak ero pabota Oblyia OKOHYEHA.

Coyctsa gecsate MUHYT, ApuMy BbI3Baiid. OH IOYTH YCHYJI B OXXKUAaHUU. ET0 OTBENIN B TUTAHTCKUU
XOJI1 Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe. TPOHHBIY 3a7 3aHuMas1 0K0J10 2500 KBafipaTHEIX METPOB, U OJHA U3 CTEH
Oblna crenaHa U3 CTEKJIa, I03BOJISAS COJTHEYHOMY CBETY OCBeINaTh ero. Tak xKe, MpaMOpPHbIe KOJIOHHEL
CTOSUJIX B PsAf, Ha IPYTOY CTOPOHE, U [eJlali 3TO MeCTO JeUCTBUTEJIbHO BEJINYECTBEHHEIM.



Tpu cumeHbsT HaxXomUIUCh c3amu. OmHO OBIIO TPOHOM KOPOJIS, a [IBa APYTHX, II0X0XKe, ObIITH IJIs
KOPOJIeBHI U MIpHHIIeCCHL. [IpsAMo ceiiyac, TpoH ObLIT 3aHAT KOPOJIEBOM, a OOHO U3 MEHBIINX CUAEHUN
66110 MycTHIM. KOPOJISA, KAk ¥ 0KUAANIOCh, TYT He OBINIO.

"Bel ApumaH breinp?" Crnpocusa KOpojieBa CIIOKOWHBIM TOHOM.

"[la, 910 . Pam 3HAaKOMCTBY." ApuMaH CTOSJI IOCPEIU 3ajla, OH He BCTaBajl Ha KOJIeHU, U He
KJIQHSIJICSI, HO BCe eltle ObIT BexKTKMB. HaliT IpoCTo cest, ero He BOJIHOBAJIO Mpoucxoasinee. HekoTopkie
IPUCYTCTBYIOLIME OBITM HEMHOTO HEOBOJIBHEI, HO HUYETr0 He CKa3aJiH, MMOCKOJIbKY caMa KOpojeBa
HUYero He cKasaja.

"Tlo3gpaBnsio ¢ mobeaoi Ha TypHUPe. I3 TOT0, UTO s CIIBIIIaia, T0X0XKe Bl 04€Hb CHIIBHBL. CO CITOB
MOUX COJIfAT, BBl faxKe He UCIO0JIb30Baju BCIO cuiy." OHa OelCTBUTENIBHO [T0XBaJIuIa ero.

"Briaromapio." ApuMaH 1IpocTo yiasI0HYyCcS 1 KuBHYN "H...?" ETo TOH BHE3aITHO U3MEHHUJICS, OH CTaJl
[IOBOJIBHO PE3KUM.

Kopornesa cnerka B3gporsyna, HO B UTOTe B3[JOXHY/a, "Bl Takke [OBOJIBHO YMHEHL. {1 He OyOy XOOUTh
BOKDPYT Aa 0K0JI0, Bel moMozxkeTe KoposeBCcTBY?" KoposeBa ckiIoHUTIa royoBy. [lofo6HOe yBaxkeHUe
yKe OBUIO JTy4IIXM, KaKoe OHa MOIJa [T0Ka3aTh Ha Iy0JuKe, KaKk BpEMEHHEIN IPaBUTETIb.

AprMa yxMbUIBHYJICA "HTO, €Ccnu 1 CKaxy, 4To YHUYTOXY MMneputo oy Bac? Bl MHe mtoBepure?”

"Uro?" [Ipyras cTopoHa Obljla IIOKMPOBaHa IMOJOOHKIME ClI0BaMu. [axke IIPUHIIECCA, CIIYIIAIOIIAS
I03a7H, U He MOKa3kIBalollas MpexXae HUKaKUX 3MOIMY, Ceuac CTOsjIa C OLIEeIOMJIEHHBEIM BUIOM.



Ipyrue mpuCyTCTBYIOLINE OTHSINA CBOU rojioca. HEKOTOphle U3 HUX 3ByYald MPE3PUTEITBHO.

KoponeBa maxHyna pyKo#, 4TOOB yTUXOMUPUTH ux "[louemy BH roBopute nopobHoe?" OHa
TI0fyMasla, 4To 9TO OBUIO CTPaHHO. JTO IIpaBia, YTO OHa XOTeJla HalTH TallaHTHl Ha 3TOM TYpPHUDE.
9T0 OBIIO ee nocnegHen Hafgexkaoi. OHa 3Hasa, YTO B 3TOM MUPE CYIIECTBYIOT JIFOIU, KOTOPHIE MOTYT
3aCTaBUTh BeCh KOHTUHEHT IpOXKaTh B cTpaxe. Ho y MyK4uHEI iepen Hell He ObUIO HUKaKOH
IIPUYMHEI Ipefarath nogo0Hoe.

"TloTomy 4TO 5 MOTy. [lenath s 3TOT0, KOHEUHO He Oyay. 1o KpaliHeil Mepe TOKa y MeHs HeT
nof00HbIX TIJIaHOB. f IPOCTO XOTEN IPUBJIeYh Ballle BHUMaHUe. BMecTo moMOIIK BaM B BOMHE, JauTe
MHe YBUJETh KOPoJid. f1 myMaro, 4TO CMOTY UCLENIUTh ero." OTBeTuws ApuMa

B KOHeYHOM UTOT€e KOpOJIeBa IOoTepsiza caMoobiafiaHne, yCbIas o cBoeM myxe "...ITouemy s
momXkHa BaMm BepuTh?" Ho Bce ke Obllla HACTOPOXKe.

"Kak HacueT Takoro? Ecnu s He CMOTY UCLENIUTD €r0, I IIOMOTY BaM BHIUTPATh BOMHY, HUYETO He
TpeOys B3aMeH. Byl HU4Yero He TepsieTe, Tak?" yabIOHYICA OH "Tak Xke, s Obl He IIPHUIIES CIofa
yOMBaThL KOPOJIsS, IOTOMY YTO, €CIIA He OLInbaloch, Balll MyXK UTaK BCKOpe YMPET, YTOOH S HU fenal."

[Tocne aToro oHa 3acThuia. Ecnu MyX4vHa Ilepeq HeU NeUCTBUTEIBHO MOT BEIJIEUUTH KOPOJIS, TOrAa
3TO [IeHb ObLJI OBl CYACTIMBEULINM B €€ XKKU3HU. OHa CTUCHYJa 3yOsl "X0pOoIIIo, s T03BOJII0 BaM €ro
yBugeTh. Het, He Tak. Cniacute ero, noxainyucra"

"Baiie BeicouecTBO!" [1epBbIi MUHUCTP 3aKpH4all.

"XBatut! 1 npuHsna peueHue," Bo3pasuna ona "lloiigeM co MHOY, ApumaHn." OHa BCTasa ¥ Iomuia K
KOMHaTe 3a TPOHHBIM 3aJI0M, [04Yb [10CJIefioBajla 3a Hel, U B3rJIgHyJa Ha ApuMasa. ToT 1mocienoBarl



3d HUMHU.

"Yro THI IBITaelbCcsd caenaTs?" Cupocun HauT B CTOpPOHE.

ApumMaH ynei0HYyJCca "HekoTophie mena."

skkskekkokskkokskkokskkkokkkokskkokskkokskkkskkkokkkokkk

Koponesa npuBena UX K OTPOMHOM OBEPH, CAETaHHOU 13 peOKou ApeBecuHbl. KoMHaTa 3a ABEPbHIO
OblIa pa3MepoM C ITOJIOBUHY TPOHHOT'O 3aJla, ¥ [axKe C KPOBaThi0 'KOPOJIEBCKOTO' pa3Mepa OHa
BEITIAENIa, KaK 00bIYHAs KOMHATA, C 00LIYHOU MeOebio B Hel.

(Cepne3no? Ero komHarta 60osbllle MOETO ioMa B pepbinyineM mupe) [Togyman Apuma (XoTs, ecinu
OpaTh B pacyeT OCTa/IbHbEIE IIOMEIIEeHHS.... HO BCE XKe...)

KoponeBa ¢ mo4yephio MOOIIINA K KPOBATH C 00ECIIOKOSHBIMHU JTUIIAMH. AprMaH TOXe IOAOIIeN K
KpoBaTu. Ha Hel nexkan 300POBEHHBIN MYXKUK CPEIHUX JIET, C XOPOIIMMHU YepTaMu uila. Ero Kkoxa
Onina 6;eHOM, 100 OBLII BECH B IIOTY, X OH TSIZKEJIO ABIIIAT.

ApuMaH IIOCMOTpPEJT Ha KOPOJIeBY, U Ta KUBHYJIA. APpHMa BHITSIHYITY PYKY Hal KOPOJIEM.

"Jly4inve IeIUTeN KOPOJIEBCTBA MBITATUCh UCLIENIUTh €TI0, HO HU OOUH He CMOT, KaK MOXKEeIIb ThI?"
[TpuHIlECCA BIIEPBHIE 3@ 9TO BPEeMSs 3aT0BOPUIIA, U JIUIIb [JIS TOT'0, YTOOH GPOCUTEH IPE3PUTENTBHYIO

(dbpa3ouky.



ApuMaH XMypo IOCMOTpPEJ Ha Hee "¢ He uCnoib3yio Marui ucuesaesusa. C 3T0ro MOMEHTa, HUYero He
roBopu, nuTe." OH He 00U OTPOAbS, KOTOPHIE faKe He MOTJIM IOHSTh CUTyallid, Ipexkae YeM
BBIJaBaTh CBOM OeCCMBICIIEHHBIE U TIyIbie KoMMeHTapuu. OOBIYHO OH OBITT 4OOP C IeThMU, HO TOIHKO
C TeMH, KTO ObLJI TOCIYIIEH.

HpI/IHI.IeCCEl C06I/IpaHaCB B30PBATHCA B THEBE, HO Oblzla OCTaHOBJIEHA B3TJISIOIOM CBOEM MaTepHu.

[Comparand indicate] (Ouenka). ApuMaH Halesl cBOI0 Maruio. CHHUM CBET IIPOCKAHUPOBAIl TEJIO
Kopossd. B pasyme ApuMEl OSIBUIACh AeTalu3upOBaHHASI MOLeNTb Tena Kopoisd. OT KOXHU J0 KOCTeH,
BCE Ob110 TaM. OH OCMOTPEIT BCE 3TO.

"Ox?" BoCKNIUKHYI AprMaH.

"Bl Harum 9T0-T0?" KOoposeBa OBICTPO CIIPOCHIIA.

"Uto XK, fa, s Halesn npobnemy." ApuMa yKa3al IajblleM Ha KOPOJis, U I0CJiall MaHy Yepe3 ero Tejo.
[TockonbKy TOT OBLN 663 CO3HaHUS U c1ad, MaHa JIerkKo MOTJia IIPOUTH Yepe3 eTr0 eCTEeCTBEHHYIO
3aumTy. B crnenyommi MOMEHT, CTPaHHBIA YEPHBIN ABIM CTall IPOSIBISATHCS HaJl €70 JKUBOTOM.

JIuio KxopoeBs noTeMHeNo "4T0 3T0?"

AprMaH noMaxasa PyKOH B ObIMY. Y HErO IOJIy4YUIOCh CXBAaTUTh HEMHOT'O 3TOT0 ObIMa, IIpeXae 4eM
ToT ucues. "[Ipoknsitue. Marust atpubyTra cMepTH."



"II-npoknbsiTue?" IIpuHLIIECCa B3OPOTrHYIa. BrlpakeHue Iuila KOPOJIEBH CTajlo MpadyHeIM "...Kak Th
y3Han?"

"f u cam mpoOoBa Maruio IPOKJIAThHS OgHaXkabl. Ho Most aypa cMepTu Oblyla CIUIIKOM CUIbHA, U S
IIOYTH TIOTEPSJT Hafl Hell KOHTPOJIb." IPOM3HEC OH B pa3MBINUIeHUAX "4 OBII B IIare OT BHITyCKa
KpymHOMacuITabHoro npokisatus." [Ipu3Han oH, KakK HUA B 4eM He OBIBAJIO.

"Yero?" [Tapa maTepu ¥ Jo4yepu yxKe He 3Ha/IU Kak pearupoBaTs. Ho KoposieBa Bce ellle MOTJia
paccTaBUTh IPUOPUTETHL "MoxkKeTe JI1 B pa3BesiTh ero?"

"Tla, HO 3TO MPOKJISATHE HEMHOT0 0cobeHHOe. Ecnu OBl OHO He OBIJIO TAaKUM, IEJTUTENH, YTO OBLIH
3mech paHee yxe OBl HaBHO 00HAPYKUIK U paccesnu ero." O0bsicHuI oH. "YTo XK, B m060M Ciydae,
BHI HE MOJIXKHEI BUOETh TO, YTO ST cCOOMparch caenaTh ceridac [Tenebris] (Tema)" Best KpoBaTh u
ApuMa CKpHUIUCH B YEPHOM Ky0e, a KOpoJieBa C IIPUHIIECCOM 0CTalIuCh CHAPYKU.

"Uto aT0?" [IpuHIlecCca TOCMOTpeia Ha TEMHYIO CTEHY Iepeq Heu.

"TlaBai nomoxmeM..." Cka3ala eé MaTb C TEMHEIM JIMIIOM.

BuyTpu uépHoro Ky0a, AprMaH BHITAIlIAJI HOXK, ¥ CAEJIall Hafipe3 Ha XXKUBOTe Koposd. OH
MCII0JTb30BaJl Maruio, YToOkl CeNlaTh CTEPUJIbHBIMU BO3[YX U HOXK, ¥ UTOOBI 3aMe[IJIUTh TOK KPOBU
Kopoins. OH pe3aJ, I0Ka KUBOT He pacKpsuics. OH 3aCyHYJ PYKYy BHYTPB, ¥ BEITAIIAJI YTO-TO OTTYyZA.
OH uclenun pa3pes, CMbUI KPOBb, ¥ Pa3Besiyl Maruio ThMHL.

CHauaJta, KOpoJieBa C JOYEPhI0 YBUAEH, YTO AprMa AepKUT HEKUY YEePHBI KaMeHb B PYKe,



BBII'[y'CK&I-OH.IPII:I TOT K€ ObIM, YTO U PaHEee 2KUBOT KOPOJIA. ITocse 3TOro OHM 3aMETUIIH, YTO COCTOSHUE
KODPOJIsA YIIYYIIUIIOCH, 4 OAbIXdHWE €T0 CTaJio CIIOKOMHBIM. BRITTISII€I0 TaK, CJIOBHO OH CIal.

"Moporou!" Koposnesa mocnemunna K KpoBaTH, IPoBepUTh ero. Korga oHa 0co3Hasa, 4YTO OH UCLEJIEH,
ee Tila3a HaMokyu. E€ moub ToXke ObIJIa B3BOJIHOBAHA, OHA IIOCMOTpesia Ha Apumy "UTo 9TO0 3a
KaMeHb?"

ApuMa B3TJISIHYI Ha Hee "...OTO KaMeHb, 3a4YapoBaHHbIM Marueir cMepTu. OH OBIJI CIIPSITaH B €r0
JKUBOTE, ¥ HE BaXKHO, CKOJILKO pa3 OyHeT pa3BesHO MPOKJISAThe CHAPYKH, OHO BCce elre OynmeT
IPUXONUTH U3HYTPH, U3 3TOT0 KaMHA" OH IPUIOTHST KaMeHb, YTOOB OCMOTPETH ero MobJIuXKe
[Auferte] (M3rHats). KaMeHb IOKPHIJICSI CHHUM CBETOM U CTaJl OOBIYHEIM, CEPEIM KaMHEM.

"¢1 M3rHaM Maruio U3 Hero, TeIephb 3TO IIPOCTO KaMeHb." CKa3anm ApuMaH, XKOHTTIUPYS UM
"B03M0XKHO, ero BHEIPUJIA B €T0 TEJIO B BUMAE MOPOIIKA. 3aTEM, 3TOT IIOPOIIOK CKOHIEHCUPOBAJICS B
KaMeHb BHYTPHU. M MMOCKOIBKY OH OBITT B €TI0 XKMBOTE, BBl MOXKETE MOMPOOOBATh IIOMCKATh BUHOBHHUKA
Cpenu TeX, KTO BCTyIasl B KOHTAKT C MUIIEH BaLIero Myxa."

Koponesa oToiia oT Myxka, ¥ Ir1y00Ko IMOKIoHUIack Apumany "Crnacu6o BaM. 4 chernalo, Kak BB
CcKazanu."

"OH goJkeH CKopo MpocHyThca." Cka3an ApuMaH U pa3BepHycs "B obueM, o cBUAaHUS."

"A? ITogoxpauTte! ITouemy BB TaK CKOPO yxoauTe? MbI JOIXKHEI HarpaguTh Bac!" Koponesa mocmemHo
CKa3sala.

"He myxH0. KcTaTH, I03BOJIbTE MHE CKa3aTh BaM KOe-4To. [lepenaiiTe KOPOJI0 OT MeHS
'TIpucMaTpuBauCs MOIyUIle K JIIOASAM, IIPEeXae YeM IOACTaBISaTh UM CBOIO CIMHY'. ITO UTO-TO, YTO



BCerpa cracajo MHe Xu3Hb." Cka3aB 970, ApuMa 1 Haut ymuu.

skskskskskkokskkkskkkokskkokskkokskkokskkokskkkokkkokkk

Crapyxu 3aMKa. ApuMaH 0e33a00THO IPUCIOHUICS K CTeHe, CMOTPS Ha 3aMOK U3[ajeKa U noemfas
KOH(ETKH.

"Yto 910 OBIIO 3a meso B utore?" Cupocun Hair.

"Yro? Tel He MOHKMMaelb? Bce mpocTo. Teneps, KOTa S UCLIEIUI KOPOJIs, OHU B NONTY Y MeH4.
[Touemy 10 TBOEMY $ TakK OBICTPO yIiien? Tak, OHU He CMOTYT KOMIIEHCUPOBATh MHe pPaboTy, U s
OCTaBHUJI UX B JOJITY, TIOYTH He IIpuiaras ycunuii. M Teneps, Korfga KOpoJib UCIENEH, 3Ta CTPaHa B
COCTOSIHMHY BBIKHKTh. U ecnu s Korga-nubo moMoTy UM, S CMOT'Y ITOIPOCUTH ¥ HUX OBe Belu."

"T®l cOenan 3To MPOCTO O3TOMYy?"

"Koneuno. Takas y MeHsI IPUBLIYKA, OCTABJIATh BIUATEJIBHBIX JIIO[EN B JOJITY IIepefo MHOK."

"TIpuBrruka? YTo 3TO 3a IpUBLIUKa TakKas?" Y HaliTa OblJIO CTpaHHOE BhHIpazKeHUe JINIa.

ApuMaHs npourHopupoBa ero "4to Xk, 4yTo Ol momenath Teneps? [Tonarato, cnenyomuM 6ymeT
Anvsanc. d npaBmga He xo4y B Mmnepuio, 1 Kpome Toro, JInda Toxke y MeHs B gonry." OH caemnan
nay3y, u yneiouysncs Haiity. "IlonuMaems? Bcé HaMHOTO Ipolile, KOTia JIIOAU JOJIKHH Tebe”



"Ila,ma..." ormaxnynca Haur.

ApuMa TIOOHS PYKY, ¥ IToCMOTpen B He6o "[loiileM B TOCTUHUILY, MBI YXOOUM 3aBTpa."' CKasal oH, 1
TIOIIIeI.

Haiit mocMoTpen Ha Hero c3agu "Kak s oka3ascs ¢ 3TUM IapHeM B utore?" OH TOPbKO 3aCMesiIcs,
BCIIOMHUB, YTO POAUJICS U3 €ro AYIIH, U IIOC/IeloBasl 3a HUM.
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