— A Temeps aBall BCE MPOSICHUM.

KeHmyHa 0TI0kUJa TPYOKY C TabaKoM, KOTOPYIO 0 9TOTO MeJJIeHHO IIOKYChIBaJla, BHITyCTHTIA
o0nayko geiMa 1 oOnu3asa ryoul. OHa Oblyla KpacaBHUllel C SIPKO-PHIKKAMU BOJTHUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMHU, HO
ellé BaxHee OBbIJIO TO, YTO OHA Obly1a «borom».

— Taxk BOT. Tkl X0UeIb... 6eCCMePTHOE TeJI0 M OECKOHEUHBIN TOTEHLIMAN CUTT?
— Ia!

— Her, 910 HeBo3M0OXKHO. Bribrpait 4To-nmubo gpyroe.

— IIa He OyOb Takoil XKaguHOM.

[IBapnaTuceMuneTHUYM MyK4uHa 110 uMenu Jlu [lluH By cupmesn HalIpOTUB XKEHIVHEL 3a aHTUKBAPHLIM
ctonoM. OH ObIT OOBIYHBEIM 0(HUCHEIM PAOOTHUKOM, TIOOUBIIMM (HaHTACTHUUYECKHE POMAHHBI U UTPHL. I1o
KpaiHeu Mepe, 10 TOr0 MOMEHTa, II0Ka He YMep.

Y Temeps, yMepeB, OH CTaHET repoeM, usbpaHHbeM 6oroM. Hy, HaBepHOe.

— 4 3Hal0, 4TO y MeHs [oKHa Oblyia OBITH JONTAst U CHACTIIMBAs KU3Hb, HO ST yMEP PaHblIle CPOKa.
Pa3Be g He HOJXKeH MONy4YUTh KOMIIEHCAIINIO, pa3 Y& S yMep Tak HecIIpaBeJIkBO?

— Boxe, KHUTHY B 9TH OHU UCIIOPTHIN feTel. Panbine, eciou OBl 1 cKa3aja, 94To Tebe JaéTcst BTOPOH
IIIaHC, T OBl CTAJT KPpUYATh U BU3KATh OT PAIOCTH.

— Hy, BpeMeHa MeHSIIOTCS, U JIIONU TOXKe.

XoTh OHa U xXoTela yoaputh JIu [llun By, KoTopkiit 6€33a00THO KUBHYJ TOJIOBOM X OTBETUII €M B TOH,
OHa cfepzKayach. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO OHa 3a0paa AyIIHu TeX, KTO HeCIIpaBed/IMBO yMep, IOTOMY
YTO el HyXKHa OblJla UX TIOMOIIIb.

«Ecnu 6bI OH OBIT U3 MOETr0 MHPA, TOrAa OBl S TPOCTO...»

OHa, KoHeuHO, Oplna 6oroM, HO He 3eMHBIM. OHa I[apcTBOBaia Haf ['eTypo#, MIaHeTou, KoTopas
OT/IMyYanach KylIbTypOr, ACTOPUEHN, pa3MePOM M OCTAJIbHEIMU aClleKTaMU XKU3HU.

[ToueMy OHa OKa3aslach B TAKOM CUTyallMH, KOTMa i MPUXOOUI0Ch MPUHOCUTD OYIIN U3 APYTOro
Mupa? 3a 9TUM CTOsIJIa IOMCTUHE T'PYCTHAS IIPUYMHA.

— Otu monu abcomoTHO 6eccepmeyHbl. X 60T TOBOPUT, YTOOB! OHU OTIPABUIIMCH M HABEJIM TaM
TIOPSIIOK, HO OHU IIPOCTO U30eraioT 3TOT0, TaK KakK He XOTSAT YMUPATh.

— ToI 3HaM 9TO OBII0O MHOZKECTBO T€POEB, KOTOPHIE MMPUHSIIN MOé mpennoxenue?! U... Bce oHI
yMEpJIH.

JIu Illue By MHCTUHKTUBHO CIJIOTHYII U cupocuii bora.
— JT0.. MECTO HaCTOJIBKO OIIaCHO?
— [a.

Bor He Mora CKphITh CBOIO TOpeYb X OTBETHUB, CHOBA 3aTsHYNach. Have OBl TOKA3asioCch, YTO OHA
TPYCTUT Haf YMEPIINMHU.



9TO UCTOPUS IMPOUIOIIIa HECKOJILKO IECATUIIETHY Ha3aM. XelTa, BelIuKas UMIIepHsi, KOTopas
IIpolIBeTasa B MOg3eMebsix ['erypa, CTOIKHYIAch C OTPOMHOM mpo6ieMon. Mix uMmepaTop,
IXxucexaHy, Me4Tas o 6ecCMePTUM ¥ 3aHUMAJICSI UCCIIENOBAaHUSIMU 3alPeIlEHHOM YEPHOM Maruu, Ho,
KaK CJIe[CcTBHe ero 0e3paccyncTBa... Ha IOA3eMHYI0 UMIIEePHIO I1aJI0 MIPOKIISTHE HEXKUTH.

YTo emé Xyxe, IPOKJISITHE TOCTEIEeHHO PACIPOCTPAHSIIOCH, W, €CIIA €T0 He OCTAHOBUTH, TO OHO
BCKOpE TIOTJIOTUT BECh MHUP.

Bor, mpu3HaB TSXKeCTh CUTYAllUK, HUCIIOCIana 60KeCcTBeHHOe OTKPOBEHUE BCEM JIIOASM U
moo0eriana, YTO UCIOJIHUT XKeJlaHue CIacuTens Mmmepuu.

BrI7I0 MHOTO repoeB, KOTOPBIE TIBITANIMNCh, HO BCEe OHU MOTEpIieNnu Heyaauy. [IpoknsaThe, TyboKo
yKopeHuBlIeecs B MMnepuu, OBIJI0O CUJIBHO, ¥ TEPOU, KOTOPhIE BO3TJIABIISAIIN MIOATONLE, THITAsICh
crmactu Mimmepuio, He CMOTTIH ITPEO0JIeTh MMPOKJISThE U, B UTOTE MEPEPONUBIINCH B HEKUTh, CTAJIH
YaCThI0 UMIIEPUY HEKUTH.

TomnbKo 1ocie 3Toro, Bor peruia mposiBUTh CBOIO CUIy 0osee mmmpoko. OHA PaclpoCTpPaHUiIa 4acThb
cBoel cunbl B UMmepuun, 060psisi HOBEIX TEPOEB, HO 9TO He MMOMOTTI0. BriusHue MMnepun, KOTOpoe
CTPEMUJIOCH IIPUBECTH BCIO XKM3Hb K HE-)KU3HU, IOCTEIIEHHO YBEIUMYMBAIOCH U TIOTJIOTHIIO TTOJIOBUHY
KOHTUHEHTA...

Y BoT Torma-to bor, He B cujax 60Jblle TepIeTh, Peluia, YTO el Hy>KHO OCTAaHOBUTh MMIepuio,
maxe ecliy MPUOETCS MPUBIIEKATh TePOeB U3 APyrux MupoB. JIu [IluH By OblT OfHUM U3 HUX.

— TeM He MeHee, OecCMePTHOe TeJl0 HeBO3MOXKHO. [Ipocu 4To-TO ApyToe.

— Torpga, moxarnyicra, fail MHe YTO-TO [T0X0Xee Ha GeccMmepTue.

— Crnymay, MaJIblllL.

Bor nogHsna cBoio TpyOKy M yKa3asa Ha notpénannyio gymy Jiu [llun By, 00bscHSIS eMy.

— OrpoMHas cuia oOpeMeHseT Biagenbiia. beccmepTHOoe Teno? becKoHeYHEBIN MoTeHIuan? TH He
CMOXKeIIIb CITPABUTLCSA C TAKOM CHUJION, TPOCTO B3OPBELILCS, U YMpELIh. [Ipennaraii 6omee
peanuCTUYHEIE U TIOOXOOSIINE BapUAHTHI.

— Ho ¢ peanuCTuyHOU ¥ NOOXOASAIIEN CUAJION 5, BEPOSITHO, KaK U MOU IPENIIeCTBEHHUKY, yMPY, HE
Mesl BOSMOXKHOCTH HUYEro UCIPaBUTh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ero cjioBa ri1y00Ko MPOHUKIH B cepalle 6ora. [Ipsamo ceiiuac JIu [IIun By
IpakTHYeCcKu 00bsIBUI 00Ty, 4TO e€ «OopbOa Onla 6eccMbICTIeHHOM». «[ToueMy s mOKHA
BBEICJTYIIIMBATh 3TO OT IIPOCTOT0 Teposi? He moJKHA JIK g IPOCTO YOUTH €ro?»

bor Ha MrHOBeHUE IMOYYBCTBOBaAJla UMITYJIbC COEJIATh UMEHHO 3TO, HO... [IepeayMaljia, YBUOEB
HCIIBITHIBAIOIIUM B3I YEJIOBEKA.

9TOT peOEHOK, MOJIXKHO OBITE, IIPOIIET Yepe3 aji, pa3 OH XOTh U HEMHOT'0, HO TIOHUMAET €E€.
— Xopot1110, 1 caenai TO, YTO ThI IPOCUIIIb.

— Jla yX, THI TOCTapaiucs!



— KoHneuHO, coBepIieHHOe 6€CCMEPTHOE TEJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. TH HE YMPEIIHh OT OOBIYHEIX BEIIEH, HO B
TSKEJIBIX CUTYalUSIX TH BCE K€ He BHIKUBEIIb.

— A Kax HacueT 0eCKOHEUHOro IIoTeHIIraa?

— 9TO TOXKe 3aBUCUT OT TebsI, HO S chesiai0 TaK, YTO TeOPeTUYEeCKHU 3TO OyieT BO3MOKHO.
— 0!

— BzameH.

Bor ménkHyna TpyOKOM, U memes IPOHECCS 0 BO3OYXY.

— Tl IOTepsielh HeYTO OYEeHb BaxkHOe. TBOE HHU3UYeCKOe Te0 He CMOXKET IIPOCTO TaK MPUHSITH 3Ty
Cuiny.

— Yrto uMeHHO? ¢ Xe He CTaHy UMIIOTEHTHOM, WJIM, HapuMep, He 00JkIcen?

— OTO nyuillee, U3 TOTO YTO S MOTY chaenaTh. JlagHo... JIu [llun By. Tel cornaceH MOUTH Ha 3TO, UK
HeT?

OHa He OTBeTHIIA Ha €ro BOIIPOC. On CTOJIKHYJICA CO 3J'IO6HBIMI/I, XOJIOOHBIMM T'Nla3aMu bora, ¥ Ha
MI'HOBEHHE ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI BHYTPEHHEE IIPOTUBOPEYNE, HO... B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, OH KUBHYII U
cornacuncs. [laxe ecnu €My IIPEeOCTOUT CTAaTh UMIIOTEHTOM HIJIX JIBICEIM, €CTh BpE€MEHa, KOorga
YeJIOBEK JOJI2KEH pI/ICKHy'Tb!

— Xopor111o, g cornacen!
— JlagHo, TOrma Halll OrOBOP 3aK/II0YEH.

Bor cHOBa BIoXuJja TPyOKY B POT, ¥ ODHOBPeMEeHHO ¢ 3TuM Tejo JIu [llun By oKyTano SspKuM CBETOM.
Marus mepeHoca, KoTopasi OTIIpaBuiia ero ayiry B UMmepuio Xe#iTsl, Oblla aKTHBUPOBAHa.

— T 6ymemns oTpaBieH Ko Bxony B Mimneputo. Kak TONMbKO Thl OKaXKeIIbCsl TaM, s He CMOTy Tebe
IIOMOYb, HO 51 Oymy OTIpaBisATh TeOe KBECTH. T Be[b 3HAEIlh, YTO TaKOE KBECTHI?

— Ja.

— Xoporuo, # Korga O6ymelns Ha MecTe, He 3a0yob CHadalla MPOBEPUTH CBOM cTaTyc. OYueHb BaXKHO,
YTOORI THI 3HAJ, KTO THI.

— Jla-agHO?..

EMy IM0Ka3aJsocCh, 4TO bor YCMEXHYJIaCh U 37100HO paccMednacCh, KOrga CHOBA B34JIa TPY6Ky B POT,
HO... OH OBIJI OKYTadH SIDKHM CBETOM U HE CMOI' HU4€ero 3aMeTHUTh.

B cnepnytommit MoMeHT cBeT ucues, u JIu [llun By yman Ha xonogHsbi# moj. OH GbIT TEIETOPTUPOBAH B
MT'HOBEHUE OKa.

— V! Ona mormna GBI clenaTh 9TO U IOMSTYe... 0-0X.

JIn [Tun By BcTan, TuxoHLKO Bopya. OH OBITI TEJIeOPTHPOBAH B OTPOMHYIO IIOO3EMHYIO IIEIePY,
CcOOCTBEHHO, KaK ¥ 0KMUOAJIOCh OT MTOI3€MHON UMIIEPUH.



ITo 06e CTOPOHHI OT HEro OO IO TPOXOMY, ¥ OH YYBCTBOBAI Ce0s XKYTKO, CIIOBHO MyMHH B JTFOOYIO
MHUHYTY ITOBAJISAT CO BCEX CTOPOH. Ho, 1Mo KpaitHe# Mepe, I00IM30CTH He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX BParoB.

— ¢1 OBIJI TOTOB K 3TOMY, HO... 9TO BRITJISAUT OEHCTBUTENILHO CEPhE3HO... TYT eIllé U X0JIOMHO.

EMy cTano X0/10HO, HO 9TO HEYAUBUTEILHO, Be[b Y HETO He OBI0 ofexkael. OH MOTIAguI CBOIO KOXKY,
yTOOBI HEMHOTO COTPEThCS, HO BCKOPE TOHSIJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

—A?

Ero Temno Owsi0 TSXKENMBIM. PyKa, KOTOpas KOCHY/Iach €ro Tejla, Takxke Obljla 04eHb Tsxkenoi. Korma
OH TOJHST PYKY, YTOOB IOCMOTPETH, YTO IIPOUCXOIUT, OH YBUOEN JIUIIH KOCTH, a HE YEJI0BEUECKYI0

PYKY.
—A?.

[ITun By OBIN Tak MOTPSICEH, YTO HAa HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Braj B cTynop. OH Koe-KakK BepHYJICS B
peasbHOCTh, U OBUHYII PYKOU, KOCTH, €CTECTBEHHO, CLeNalu Toxe caMoe. [1aTe nasbles, COCTOALIUX
U3 KOCTel, IeUCTBUTE/IbHO Havyajld PUTMUYHO TaHIleBaTh B BO3[YXeE.

— Xa-xa-xa... He-eT. Xa-xa, 9T0 XKe IIyTKa, Aa?..

Bcé OblI0 HaCTONIBKO HEpeanbHO, YTO OH 3acMesics Ha aBToMaTe. Pemusumics, JIu [llus By omyctun
TOJIOBY U B3IJIIHYJI HA CBOE TeJI0, eCTECTBEHHO OHO OBLIO MOJIHOCTHIO KOCTSHBIM.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OH 3TO yBU[EJI, er0 pa3yM IOTyX.

YTo co MHOM? ITO, CIIy4aHOCTD, omnOKa bora? Bo3aMoKHO, s IIOTy4nII MPOKIIsThe MMIepuu, Kak
TOJIBKO OYYTHJICSA 3[€Ch, U CTaJl HEXKUTHIO? 3aTeM OH BCIIOMHMUJI, 4YTO CKal3ana bor nepen ux
BHE3aITHLIM PacCTaBaHUEM.

— CTaTyc... OHa CKa3aJla MHe IIPOBEPUTH MOH CTAaTyC, KaK TOJIbKO A ITOABIIIOCH TYT.

B ToT MomeHT, Korga IlIlun By mpou3sHec CI0BO «CTaTyC», OH Kak OyATO CTapasics yXBaTUTLCS 3a
IIOCJIeIHIOI0 HafeXkay. B Bo3myxe OBl BRIrPABUPOBaH CTPAHHBIN TEKCT. ITO OBIJIO IIOX0KE Ha TO, YTO
OH 4acTO BHUMAEJ B UTpaX, Korfa Ovll XKuB. [a, maxke comep:KaHue, HallUCAHHOE BHYTPH...

[JIu OIun By
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AKTUBHBIE HABHIKU: YKpEIJIEHHe KOCTel - YpoBeHs 1]

Betep ckonb3um o ero rinagkoMy (eicomy!) gepermy, u ero myctou (MMIoTeHT!!) IpOMekKHOCTH.

Ero Mo3r «cKpumnesn» gecsith MUHYT, Tpexae yeM JIu [Ilun By moHs, 4To 9TO He OBIJI0 HU 60XKbei
omuOKOM, HU MPOKIATEEM MMIepuu.
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