"KTo 6511 0TIIOM pebeHKa?"

Con YxyH cuepxuBaeT ce0s. B aToi xxu3uu He 0v110 npomtoro ®an Atica. OH caenaeT Tak, YTOOBI
3TOr0 HUKOTHA He ciy4yusiock. OH He XOTeJ CIIPAIUBaTh Y Hee UM OTIla ee HEPOXKIEHHOTO pebeHKa.
910 OBlNa ee Apyras XKU3Hb. B 9TOM XKU3HU, OHA-ETO KEHIIUHA.

Ho... oH He MoT HeE IIPOCHUTE. YTO, ecniu OHa BCe ellle UCILITHIBAET K HEMY ‘-IYBCTBa? Yro, ecnu oH
IIOSAIBUTCA B 6YI[YI.T.I6M, 1 OHa oCTaBUT ero? OH JOIXKeH OBITH TOTOB K 9TOMY.

EcTb u mpyras Bo3M0oxKHOCTh. OH MoXKeT ObITh 0TIIOM. COoH YKYH HafieeTcs, YTO 3TO Tak. Ho 4To 3TO
coenano ¢ HuM? ®aH Alica cKa3aja, YTO OH GPOCHII ee pagy KOT0-TO APYroro. Y Hero Oblla HeBeCTa.
Con YxyH MOr fiorafgathcsi, KTo 9T0 Obl1. Heyxkemnu on octaBun @aH Aiica 6epeMeHHON U OOUHOKOM?

XyzKe Bcero OBIIO TO, UTO OH fJaXke He CMOT 3alllUTUTh ee. KTo-To yOus ee u ee HEpPOKIOEHHOTO
pebenka. ®an Aiica 3HaeT, KTo 3T0 Obl1. YTO OHa OymeT menath? KTo ObLT 3TOT yOUiiIa?

Koe-uTo eme He npou3ouio. YTo MemaeT 3TOMY IIOBTOPUTHCA?
OH [oJIKeH 9TO0 3HaTh. [laxke ecnu eMy O0JIbHO, OH XO4eT 3HATh.

"V MmeHs OBIJT poMaH Ha OgHY HOYb." ®aH Alica CMOTPUT Ha Hero. Ee nMuI0 He BhTaeT HUKAKUX
yyBCTB. "V HaC ¢ TOOOM OBIIM OTHOIIEHUS B MIPENBIAYIINX KUIHIX, HO THl IOKUHYJ MEHS 110 KaKUM-TO
npuyrHaM. OgHaX I HOYbIO 5 OblIa pacCTPOEeHa, IbsHA U ITepeciajia C He3HAKOMIIEM B OTMECTKY.
OSTOT YeNloBeK yIIel 40 TOro, Kak s CMOTJIa YBUAETDb €T0 Ha CNefyIoIui neHb. {1 He 3Hat0, KTO ObII
OTIIOM Moero peOeHKa."

CoH YxkyH npulypuBaet ria3a. Ha ogHy HOub? 3aTeM OH BCIIOMUHAET ee NbsgHOe IoBefenue. OH
HEMHOT'0 pafi, UTO ¥ Hee He OBIJIO UYBCTB K KOMY-TO ellle. Ho ero TakxKe pa3fpaxkaeT ee
6e3paccyncTBo. CraTh C HE3HAKOMIIEM pafgu MecTu? EMy He HpaBHUIaCh MEBIC/b, YTO €CTh KTO-TO €EIIle,
KpoMe Hero. Jlaxe ec/ii OHa He TIOMHHUT 3TOT0 4YejioBeka. TeM He MeHee, CoOH UKyH UCILITHBAET
3aBUCTb. Y ®aH Atica 6611 pefeHOK 0T 3Toro He3HakoMIja. He ero. [Ing @an Alica 3TOT pebeHOK
Bcerga OymeT ee MepBEIM peOEeHKOM.

"TeOe Gombile HENb3s TUTh. ' OH OTIIYCKAET ee PYKH.

"O1... 9T0 Oblna Opyras xku3Hb. " ®aH A¥ica OTBOOUT OT HETO B3TJIAA. "MallliHa y:Ke 0CTaHOBUIACh.
I'me MBI HaxoguMcsa?"

Con YxyH He oTBeuyaeT. OHM BRIXOMST U3 MAIIMHH epef ocoOHsiKoM. OH OepeT ee 3a pyky. Temnmnas
pyka. I'ma3za ®aH Alica pacIIMpUINCh OT IPUSATHOTO YOUBIIEHUS.

"910 Ham goM. "CoH YxkyH oOHHMaeET ee 3a muevn. "ToIbKO TBOM U MOHM."
"9T0 ... TONBKO Haie? "OHa NOYEeMy-TO CIUIIKOM YAUBIIEHA.
"ITa, s mpuobpen ero nsATh fHeH Ha3am."

Ee pot o6pa3syet "O", 1 0Ha MOpPraeT HECKOJIbKO pa3, IIpexkfe YeM CHOBA CIIPOCHUTD: "THI CIIy4aiHO
npuoOpern ero? TBoii oTel coriacucs?"

On xmypurtcs. "{ ero He cupamusan? "OHa MHOT'O 3HAET 0 HEM U €r0 OTIle, He TakK JIu?

"Het..nmomoxXpgu... IsATh AHEU Ha3an? Tel faxe He 3HaJ, 4TO A KuBa. "OHa OTCTyHIaeT OT Hero.



"T'nymas xkeHa. "OH mienkaert ee 1o a0y. " yxe 3Hanm 06 aToMm. Ba#t Cucu orripaBuia TBoe ¢pOTO B
IIKOJIbHYIO TpyImy."

Ee ry6rr 00pa3yioT TOHKYIO nuHMI0. OH CMeeTCs, KOTHa BUOUT ee peakiuio. "- S Bce IOATOTOBUII C
TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK yBUAEN Baly ¢hoTorpaduo.”

"¢l HuKorga He cMmory nobeauTh Tebs. " OHa 3aKphIBAET JMULO NagoHAMU. "TH gaxe moM Kymuiu... Kak
THL MOT OBITH YBEPEH, YTO 5 IOEAY ¢ ToOOoM?"

"V 1e0st He OBI/IO BEIOOPA, MOS KeHa."

"On geuctBuTeNbHO Ham? " OHa chpalirBaer elle pas. " Ham mom?"

"ITa." OH moOgTBEpPXKOAET.

OHa pagoCTHO BCKaKMBaeT Ha HOTU U KPeNKo oOHMMaeT ero. "YKyH, faBail IOCTPOUM IOM BMecTe."

OH ynuBIeH, yCIbIaB ee cyioBa. OH He oyMal, 4To oHa OymeT cyacTtiuBa. OHa MpHUIIa C HUM MIpU
CTPaHHHIX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX.

"OcTaHbCs CO MHOU HaBcerga. " OH LIenYyeT er Ha yXO.
"O6s3aTenbHo, "oTBeyaeT PaH Aiica. "Ha 3TOT pa3 MBI HalgeM cYacThbe."

OH 4yBCTBYET, KaK TEIJIO PA3/IMBAETCS B €r0 Cepflle, KOTAa CIIBIIINT, Kak 0Ha 9TO roBOpuUT. HakoHel],
oHa nmpuHUMaeT ero. OH HafieeTcs, YTO OHa ero He oOMaHkIBaeT. OHa IIeTyeT ero B ryObl U TOBOPHUT:
"ToimeM BHYTpb."

OH KuBaeT U CHOBa OepeT ee 3a pyKy. BMecTe OHU BXOMSAT B IOM, yMasi O CBOEM CBETJIOM OyOyIIeM.

Ho gpyro# B3risg NpUBETCTBYET UX BHYTPHU. B moMeCThe IOIHO JTI0fe!, ONETHIX B POCKOIIHEIE
opmexnbl. OH yKpallleH IIBeTaMU U CBEpPKaILUMU OrHIMU. B 1ieHTpe, oTer; CoH YkKyHa CTOUT C
IBOPELKKUM ceMbH. Y Hero (anbiivBas yiasi0Ka Ha JIUIE.

"C BO3BpallleHnEeM, MOM TOPOTOM CHIH, 'TOBOPUT OH 'POMKHUM I'OJIOCOM. "M MOS IPeKpacHas
HeBeCTKa."
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