"MeHs He BOJIHYeT, KOT Thl Wiu bor." { mpuctasbHO CMOTPIO Ha TOBOPAILETO KOTa.
"IlepXKuCh OT MeH4 nofasblie. 9 He X0uy ObITH HUYbEH MemKou."

Kot uTo-TO GopMoUeT cebe mof HOC U MofHUMaeT Jlany. OH yKa3biBaeT Ha KYCTHI 110 KpasiM [IeTCKO
TJIOIIAMKH. f CMOTPIO B HAIIPaBJIEHUU U BUXKY TEHH, CTOSIIUE HA IPYTOM CTOPOHE KYCTOB.

[Tpu3paku uau IeMOHHL. £ He MOTy CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO Takoe. S He JOCTaTO4YHO O/13K0, YTOOH YBUIEThH
VX JIAIA.

"OHu OynyT creTaThCs K TeOe, KaK MOTHUIBKM Ha IjaMs." f crblily, Kak KOT TOBOpUT. "ECTh i y Bac
YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO BBl CMOXKETE BHIKUTH?"

4 B3gpIxaro. 4 BCTpeTusia IpU3pakKoB, JEMOHOB, TOBOPALLETr0 KOTa U CYIIECTBO Bpofe "XYTKUX r1a3".
Yro ganbie? ¢pen? A HafeoCh, YTO OHU XOPOIIHNE, KaK B JETCKUX KHUKKAX.

"THI He 1OX0%Ka Ha CBOET0 OTI[a Uy ymoboro gpyroro nepsenna ®ax go tebs." Kot MengneHHO UAET KO
MHe. "Bokpyr Tebs ecTh TeHb. CO BpeMeHeM OHa CTaHeT elre 6osbine. CKOpo 3To OyAyT He TOJIBKO
JIIONY UM MePTBeLHl. [laxke cMepPTh CKOPo OymeT uckath Te0s."

Ero croBa XKyTKOBATH ¥ MPUYYOIUBHI.
"Yro BRI IOgpPa3yMeBaeTe o[ CMepPThI0?"

"Motii 6pat, cMepTh, He JT0OUT 00MaHIMKOB, Kak Thl. OH IpupmeT 3abpaTh TBOIO Aymy." Koirka
CMOTPHUT B CTOPOHY. "Tak Kak s momor tebe, OH IpUAeT."

4 moTtepsna gap peuu oT ero cyioB. CMepTh ero 6paT ¥ OH OyHeT UCKaTh MeHS, TOTOMY YTO 3Ta KOIIKa
TIOMOTJIa MHe. JTO 3HAYUT, YTO 5T BCE PaBHO yMpPY. YTO 9TO 3a KU3HE?

"¢ man Tebe maHC Ha XKU3Hb." XUTPHIM KOT, KaXKeTCs, IPOYKTA MOM MBIC/IM U TellepPh CMEeTCsT Hago
MHOH. "OTO 3aBUCUT OT BaC, XOTUTE JIX BHl IOTPATUTh BPEMSI UJIU UCIOJIb3YUTE 3TO."

"Yro THI X0Uelb B3aMeH?" d Kpu4uy Ha KOLIKY.

"91 mam Tebe To, uTO TH Xouelns." KoT 3akaTeBaeT rna3a..." "Jlionu He n004T menaTh YTo-1udo 6e3
IIOJIL3EL."

"K uepty Bce!" { xBaTal Ko1KYy 3a ropso. "OTIpaBb MeHd Ha3a[ B MO0 IIPEXHIOK XKU3Hb."
"Otnyctu MeHs!" OH PBIYUT.

"¢ He xouy, uToOH Bor cMepTu unu npuspaku 6exanu 1Mo Moemy cieny. " cxkumaro ee 1ero..."
"OTmpaBb MEHS Ha3af B MOIO IIPEXKHIOI XKKW3Hb. KOIKa Kpru4uT 1 60PEeTCs: C MOel XBaTKou. S He
IIO3BOJIIO 3TOMY CIIYYUThCA. £ HaferCh, YTO HUKTO He CMOTPUT Ha MeHsI, TalHO fejias Buneo. f He
X04y IIOTIAaCTh B TIOPhMY 3a XKeCTOKOe oOpallleHue C XKMBOTHEIMU. JTO He HACTOsIIasd KomKa. 9To bor.
ComHeBawCh, YTO CMOT'y OKa3aTh 3TO B Cy[eE.

BHe3amHo MOsIBISIETCS BCIBIIIKA CBETA. $1 3aKPHIBAIO I/Ia3a U OTIIYCKAIO KOIIAYRIO IIEI0 13-3a Kapa.
4 maparo Ha CuMHY. 3aTHIIOK CHUJIBHO YHapseTcs o 3eMio. f mmady ot 6oy, S OTKpHIBao T1a3a,
KOTa YyBCTBYIO ITapy PYK BOKPYT ropia.

MarnbyuK ... HeT, MyKUMHa. f He MOTY yrafiaTh ero Bo3pacT. Y Hero Moio4yHo-papdopoBas Koxa,
BOJIHUCTHIE cepeOpsTHEIE BOJIOCH], PO30BHIE I'yOBI M BLICOKME CKYJIH. BOKpYT HEro BUTaeT aypa... Kak



HYHa B TEMHOM Hele. HGCMOTpH Ha T'HEB U sAIBHOE OTBPAIll€HNE B €r0 09apPOBATEJIBHBIX
T€TEePOXPOMHEIX I'JIa3dX, 4 HEe MOT'Y I1I€PeCTaTh IIAJIMTECA Ha HETO.

"Cnabauka!" OH cXKUMaeT Maiblbl BOKPYT Moel mmeu. "Ecnu g yobio Tebs ceitdac, TH He Oymelb
COIIPOTUBIIATHCA."

¢l Hu4ero He 0TBeYarw. f1 YYBCTBYIO, UTO YTO-TO He TaAK, HO S B MOpsimKe. YacTh MOEro pasyMa KPpU4uT
YTO-TO, HO 5T UTHOPHUPYIO 3TO.

"CKax#, Thl IOMOEeNIb 3a MHOK?" ITOT YeJIOBEK yXMBIIgeTcs MHe. "ThHl cenaelb Bce, 9YTO 1 CKaxy?"

¢ OTKpHIBAIO POT, YTOOHI COTIACUTHCS. ECTECTBEHHO, 5T X0UY ClemoBaTh 3a HUM. OH KaK COJIHIIE U
cBeT. [laxke ecii OH X04eT, UTOOH! 51 CJIefloBajla 3a HUM B BEYHOCTH, S IIOCJIENYI0 3a HUM.

B MoeM cO3HaHUM MOSBIAETCSA 06p83 3HAKOMOT0 MajiburKa. CoH q}KYH CBETHUTCs, 9YTO-TO TOBOPHUT. Ho
CJIOBa HE UMEIOT CMEICJIA.

"He HacTombko cnaba." OH oTmycTun Moo 1elo. "2KeHIMHa, y Te0S eCTh IOTEHIHAN."

OH 1IeNiKaeT S3BIKOM U MIPUKUMaeT yKa3aTeIbHbIH Majel K MouM OpoBsiM. S cTapaioch IepxkKaTh
rja3a OTKPBITHIMU, HO CO BpeMEeHEM BEKU CTaHOBATCS Tsxkesee. [lepel TeM, Kak 3aCHYTbh, S CJIBILLY
CJI0Ba.

"¢ He cobupaloCh UCIIOIL30BATh TAKYI0 AYPOUKY, KaK THI."
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