9TO BpeMsI CJIOBHO CO3[AHO MJIS OTHbIXa, YTOOBI KAaTAaThCS Ha KauyesisX, KOrma BeTep IPOXJIafHbIN 1
urpuseid. He6o Temmutcs. Ho s He X04y BO3BpaIIaThCS TOMOIM.

4 monumaro, moueMmy Ban Mbaii cuenalna To, YTO CAejlana B MOel IMpOIIon XKu3Huu. babyinkoi Ban u
Ban M3t urpan TOT CTapuK. JTO He OBIJI0 UX HeJocTaTKaMu. Ho s He 3HA0, KaK C 9TUM CMUPUTHCS.
He 3HaJja B Mpouuton xku3Hu? f He 3Hana o cnocobHoctu ®au Lu. A He 3Hana, nouyemy Ban Mait
mmepecTaja Co MHOM pa3roBapuBaTk. {1 He 3Hasa, 4To CoH YXKyH TOXKe MOXKET BUETh IIPU3PAKOB.

4 He 3Hato, noueMmy CoH YXyH yllen B TOT AeHb. f He 3Halw, 1oyeMy 3TOT cTapuk U @aH Llu
HEeHaBUAAT (HakKT MOEro CylleCTBOBaHUA. EClIM OHM HeHaBUAAT MO€ CYIIeCTBOBaHUE, I0YEMY OHU
XOTST 3aIUTUTh MEHS OT 3TOr0 371a? ITOT CTApUK BCe BhimyMai? Eciu ecThb 3710, KOTOPOE X04eT
MeHs, OHO TaKKe MOJIKHO XxoTeTh ®PaH LIy, Tak KaK Hallli CIIOCOOHOCTH OOUHAKOBHL.

Ecnu HeT 4ero-to 6oJIbLIETO.

9T0 MOT OBITH TOT CTAPUK, KOTOPHIM MOT 3aCTaBUTh €T'0 YVUTH, UJIU OH JeMCTBUTENILHO MOT YHUTH,
IIOTOMY YTO yCTaJl OT MeHd. f He MOTy HU4Yero BHSCHUTL. Celiyac Bce MO-Opyromy. f He MOTy
IIPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO BItoOneHa B CoH YXKyHa U MMOCMOTPETD, UTO 3TOT cTapuk unu CoH YXKyH cOoenaioT
B 3TOM XKu3HU. Kpome Toro, s He Mory o0MaHyTh CoH UxkyHa ABaxkmbl. OH CITUIIKOM YMeH, YTOOBI
CBSI3BIBATBLCS C HUM.

Bce u3MeHuI0Ch, IOTOMY UTO Telleph S MOTY BULETh U KacaTbCsl MEPTBEBIX.
"Ou!" Benrlll KOT MOSIBNISIETCS U3 HUOTKyda epefo MHOU. "f cHoBa Hauren Tebs."

"Kak Bl MeHs1 00Hapyxkunu?" 4 nepecraio Ka4aThCs Ha Kayengx. "f Xxody 3HaTh, KaK BBl IIOJIyYUIIN
Mo¥t HoMep TenedoHa U OTIpPaBuIK coobieHue. "I He MOTY MPeNCTaBUTh KOIIKY, HCIIOIb3YIOIIYIO
TenedoH, 4ToObl HanucaTh MHE. OTOT 00pa3 CIUIIKOM TPYIHO TePeBapUTE.

"I BOT'. ThI He 3HaelIb MOUX CEKpeToB." OH ropao 3asBisieT 00 3TOM 1 B30MPaAETCs Ha IyCThHIe
Kayeju psafoM CO MHOM.

OTa KOIlIKa UHTepecHa B 1000M citydae. [lymaro, s1 eIMHCTBEHHAsI, KTO MOXKET ero MoHATh. EcTh
BEPOSITHOCTh, UTO 51 B KOMeE I10CJIe HECYACTHOTO CJIy4asi B MPOIIJIOH XKU3HHU. {1 MOTy OBITh B OOIBHUIIE,
OBIIIATE C TIOMOIITbI0 MAIIMHBEI HCKYCCTBEHHOT'O OBIXaHUS. DTO MOXKET ObITh IIPOCTO COH.

4 momuIo ymap Ban Mai u 11apanaHue, KOTOPOe IM03BOIKUII0 cOexkaTh IPOYb . Y MEHS BCe PaBHO HET
TAKOT0 BOOOpaxkeHus, YTOOR AyMaTh O TAaKKUX BeIlax.

"TloueMy THI OTIIPABUIa MEHS Ha3aj BO BpeMeHu?" HeMHOro abCypaHO pa3roBapuBaTh C KOIIKOM.
['oBOPUTH C MEPTBBIMHU TOXKE CTPAHHO. bory, mpu3paku, IeMOHEI U moau. Uto ganbiie? Oen?

"9T10 gnuHHasA uctopud." Kot 3ase3aeT Ha IIyCThle Kadyelld PAAOM CO MHOU M CagUTCH. - TBOU IIPEOoK
Ob11 KonmyHoM. OH UTPasl C 3allpellleHHBIMU HCKYCCTBAMM ¥ COBePIlla BeJIUKKe rpexu. [IepBeHIIbl
€ro ITOTOMKOB PacCIlIaYXMBalOTCS 3a ero onmoku. "

"Mou npapenyiika, MOU JefyIlka, MOM OTell U S-TlepBeHLbl. Mou HoC Kak y Bcex ®an." HeT HUYeEro
YOUBUTELHOTO.

"Tlocre TOro Kak BelUKUil MacTep mobenun u yOui TBoero mpenka, OH 3amedaTall CIoCOOHOCTH
nepBeHna. C Tex mop mevaTh epPemaeTcs IEPBEHIY Kaxk/oro MOKOJIEHUs 9TOT0 KOIayHa. B cioy4ae
TBOET0 OTIIa, OHa OBlJIa CJIOMaHa, KOTla OH IIPOIIeJT Yepes XXKU3Hb U CMePTh."



Koiika cTpaHHO Ha MeHS CMOTPUT. "BHI TOXKe OfgHaXKObl yMepJu."
"9TO He OTBET Ha MOU Bompoc."

"f oTipaBun TeOs Ha3a[ BO BpEMEHH, IIOTOMY YTO S X0Uy HaiTH KOro-1o." KOT HaKJIOHSIeT TOJIOBY U
BUJISIET XBOCTOM. Ero reTepoxpoMHEIe Ifla3a sIpKO CBETATCS. "THI-IIOCTIeIHUMN ITI0TOMOK C IIPOKJISTUEM.
9TO 3HAUUT, €CJIU Thl YMpelllb, IPOKJIATHE 3aKOHUYUTCSA. TOJIBKO IIEePBEHIIEL HECYT IPOKJIATHE. ITO
IOTKHO OBIIO 3aKOHYUTHLCS Ha TBOEM OTIIE, HO OH He yMep, KOTa CMepTh IIPUIIIa 3a HUM. 3aTeM, Y
Hero [I0BUJIacCh THL."

"¢1 Bcero nuImb Ielka, He Tak nu?" 4 6opMouy cebe momd HOC.

“Tre1 Mo memka." KoT MAYKHYJ ¥ mogMuruBaeT MHe. Korfa oH He TOBOPUT, OH IIPHIraeT Ha KOJIEHU U
TPETCS T'0JI0BOM 0 Mou pyKu. OH IBITAaeTCST BeCTU cebs MUJIO, He TakK Ju? ITO KOIIKa, He3aBUCUMO OT
TOr0, KaK s ee BUXKY. [IpocTo ropopsias Komka. KTo MoXeT ITIOBEPUTEH, YTO 3TO bor? Bor Komek uimn
Komayuu bor?

"Ecnu BHI Bor, 110 KpaviHel Mepe, OeruCcTByuTe Kak bor." § cTankuBao ero ¢ Moux KOojJeHeu U BCTalo.
OH mapfaeT Ha 3eMJII0 Ha fambl. "[loyeMy TH Befielllb ce6st Kak YepTOB KOT?"

"V MeHs HET KOHTpos." OO0uxkaeTcs KOT. "1 He MOTY YCTOSATh Iepefl JKeJaHUsIMHU, JKEeHIITHA.
[TotepnuTe 310."

II'[_ITO?II
"B HacTosIIee BpeMs 5 3acCTPsiI B Tene Komku." Komaubsy rpuMace. "C To00# Temno u KoMpopTHO."

“..." HEIPUSATHO CJIBIIATH 3TO OT FOBOPAIIEro KoTa bora.
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