Kron mopmHsI MPUTOPIITHIO OTABIIKX JTUCTHEB U 3eMJTH U 6pocunt ee B Mara. OH BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICS U
TIOJHSJT PYKH, 4TOOLI TPUKPHITH I'J1a3a, a IPsI3b OCTAHOBUJIACH B CAHTUMETPE OT €r0 TeJla U yIaja Ha
3eMmo. Koy 3aMeTus1, Kak BOKPYT TeJla My>KYMHEI BCIIBIXHYJT IPO3PAYHbIN Ty3bIPb.

MyxurHa, HaKOHEII, TTOHSJ, YTO OH 3a0JI0OKMPOBaJ, KakK AypakK, ¥ 3aCMesiCs, YTOObI CKPHITh CBOU
CTHI.

“Y Te0s Oonbine HeT BeIOOpa! [JocTaHbTE CBOM BEIlM U HApPUCYHUTe AuarpaMMy GopMupoBaHus. 7
3acTaBiio Te0s IM0XKaIeTh, YTO THI POMUIICS, ECIIM THI 9TOT0 He CHesaeth!”

Knopm cHOBa BCKOYMII HAa HOTH ¥ BCTPEBOXKEHHO OCTAHOBUIICS ITPHMEPHO B TPEX METPax OT CBOETO
npoTuBHUKA. OH YCTaABHUIICS IIXPOKO PACKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMU Ha Mara, CHoBa OPOCHUBIIIEroCsl Ha HETO,
3aKpHIJI I'/1a3a U 3aKpudajl 30 BCEX CHIL.

— bax!”

Ero IIPOTUBHHUK OCTAaHOBHUJICA Ha MTHOBEHUE U HENOBEPYUBO YCTABUJICA Ha HETO, €ro0 I'/la3a OBLITH
CKOpee 03aJa4€HEbI, 9EM OIIEJIOMIIEHEI.

— Bax! Bax! Bax! Bax! Bax!- Knon 6obiiie Kpuyas, yeM Kpudaj, ero pa3yM Terneps ObUT B IIOTHOM
IaHUKe.

Mar TOIBKO IIpoaoJIZKaJjl CMOTPETH Ha HETO, HAIIOJIOBUHY PAa3BECEJINBIINCE. Oxn IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CEPHUIO
JIETKUX YOAPOB II0 T'OJIOBE, KdK GYI[TO KTO-TO CTy4aJl B €ro 4epeIl, KakK 6YJITO 3TO0 OBINTA OBEPk. Mar He
MOT OOJITO OCTAaBAaTHECSA PAaBHOOYIIHBIM.

[TepBhle Tpu 3aKIMHaAHUSA He UMeNn 00JbLIoro 3¢ deKTa, Oyaydu CKOpee IIOMeX0H, YeM 4eM-1ubo
ele, HO YeTBePTOe 3aCTaBUI0 MyKYKHY B3IPOTHYTh.

“A KTO MeHd O0peT?”

[IsiTast myns yoapuia ero, ¥ KOJIeHu IIOfOTHYJIUCH, a TJla3a clierka 3abnectenu. ETo Mey BeITAm U3
PYKH, KOT{la OH CXBATHUJICS 3a TOJIOBY. Kimom 6pocuit proK3aK ¥ MPHITHYJ 3a Me4oM. Ero maHuKa
yJeriach, KOrfa OH II0YyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOOHYIO CTallb Meda B CBOMX pyKaX. OH ToXe IeiCTBOBaI KaK
pa3 BOBpeMS.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTs JefCTBUE 3aK/IMHAHUY MUCUe3J10, ¥ BHUMaHKWe Mara BepHyock K Kiony. OH cpa3sy
TIOHSIJT, YTO MaJIbYHUIIKA, MOIKHO ObITh, CHITPA C HUM 3/IYIO IIYTKY, U €T0 SIPOCTh 3aKHUIIeNa.

Kronm u30 Bcex Cul BOH3UJI Me4 eMY B CEPAIE, HO TOT, CJIOBHO OTTaIKUBAEMBIA MarHUTOM, OBLI
0TOPOIIIeH B CTOPOHY ¥ COBEPIIEHHO He ToMaJl B 1e1b. HamamaBImuil CXBaTHII €T0 00eMMU pyKaMu U
TI0Ba/IUJI Ha 3eMJit0. Kitop OB HAMHOT'O MEHbIIIE, YEM €I'0 MYCKYJIUCThIM TPOTUBHUK, ¥ €r0 OBICTPO
IpUXKaJu K 3eMIJie.



Knomy 3axoTenoch pBaHyTh €r0 3a BOJIOCH. Kak OH moikeH Obll 60POTLCS C 3TUM YOIIOOKOM?
CHauana Marust He cpa0oTasa, a Terepb gaxe CTaphie HOOPHIe HOXK HUYEro He menaioT! OH gaxe He
MoT 11o6euTh 3TOr0 YejaoBeka B OoppOe! OH HAHOCUIT yap 3a YOApoM II0 JIUIY MYXKYHMHE, pedpam,
BCEMY, [I0 Yero MOT HOTSIHYThCS, HO BCe OHU OBIIM OTOPOILIEHH Ha3afl, Kak OyATo OH IIomasl B
BO3[YILIHLIH IIap, KOTOPBIY MTPOCTO OTKA3hbIBaJICA JI0MaThCcs. Ero Bpar Toxe He CHU[IeN ClI0XKa PYKH,
Korpa ero u3busanu. OH gaBa 110 KpailHel Mepe Tak Ke XOpOIlo, KaK U Mojy4dal, U B OTJIUYKE OT
ymapoB Kioma, ero ymapsl He OTCKAKHBAJIH.

Ouenb cKOpo nuIo0 Knoga ctano BHIIAOETh KakK IIeKoBUIla. K cYacThio, OH OBICTPO MOHSJII, YTO Me4
OBLI CKOpee IacCHBOM, YeM aKTHUBOM, II03TOMY OH OTOPOCHII eT0 IIpexKfe, Y4eM YeJIOBEK CMOT BEHIPBATh
y Hero KOHTPOJIb Hag HUM 00paTHO. ITH ABOE IPOHOJIKAIU KOJIOTUTE APYT Opyra, Ho Kioxg
IIPOUTPHIBAJI BCE XYKe U XyXKe C KaXIhIM yoapoM. Kasanocs, 94To ero emMHCTBEHHAS Hagexk/a
COCTOSITIa B TOM, YTOOBI ITPOMIePKaThCs, TAaK UK UHAYe, T0Ka Oapbep Halagaoouero He HCYe3HeT.

OpHako ero MPOTUBHUK TOXKe 3TO 3Hal. OH He OB IyYIINM B PYKOIIAIIHON, HO JOCTATOYHO
IPUTTUYHBEIM, YTOOH TIOCTOSITh 3a Ce0s1, ¥ ero HeJOCTaTKY OblIu 00Jlee YeM KOMIIEHCHPOBAHEL €TI0
IIPEBOCXOSIIEN Maccoi, BecoM U cumioi. OH MOT OfI0JIeTh BCe, UTO OBl HU IOIIBITAJICS MabuMINKa, U
OTMaXHYThCS OT BCETo, YTO TOT Opocas B Hero. HakoHel OH PeInI, YTO 3TH aTaKu He CTOST TOTO,
YyTOOBI 3aIIKIIATHCS OT HUX BCEM CEpAIEM, II03TOMY OH IepecTan 6JI0KHPOBATh UX JIEBOU PYKOM U
PYKO#, @ BMECTO 9TOT'0 CXBaTHJI FOPJI0 MajbyuKa U cxKajl ero. COIIgK Hayall 3afibIXaThCs ITOYTH
cpasy Xke, U ero Irjia3a 3aTyMaHUJIUCh Yepe3 Napy AecsATKOB ceKyHf. OH XOpOIIo 3HaJ, YTO Y
MaJIbuYMKa BCe ellle OBIJIA 3TU CTPAHHBIE TOJI0BOKPYKUTEIbHEIE YaPhl, HO OT HUX Y HET'O TOJIBKO
KPY2KUJIach TOJIOBA, ¥ TEMeph, KOTTa OH AepKas PYKY Ha ropJie COIISKa, 3aK/IMHAHUN 00JIbIle He
oymer.

JTumo Kmopma mokpacHesno, moToM MemajieHHO moOarposesio. OH 60poJICs 3a KaxK[IbIH BIOX, HO pyKa
MYKYUHBI OBIJIa CIMIIKOM CHJIBHOM, ¥ KaXK[IbIH pa3, KOI[a eMy yIaBaioCch COeaTh BOOX, OHA
cKuMaja ero ropjo. OH He MOCMeJT Jaxe MOIBITAaThCS OTHSITH Y HEro pyky. [laTh Opyro# pyke XOTs
OBl MTHOBEHHOE PAaCKpPBITHE OBITIO O IJIST HEr0 KOHIIOM. TeM He MeHee, ero KOHeI[ OB JOCTaTOYHO
671M30K, ecIu OH He MOT yOpaTh PyKy OT CBOETro ropa.

Ero pa3ym cTan BSIBIM, a 3peHue 1mobesesno, KOrga OH Havaa TePSTh PacCcymok. M uem Gobiile oH
6oporics, TeM Kpelde CKUMaJjach ero pyka. MckaxeHHBIN 06pa3 MaleHbKOT0 KMHKala C YePHBIM
JIe3BUEM BCIILIXHYJI B €T0 CO3HAHUU, U OH YXBATHUJICS 3a ITOCEOHIO HafeXkay, KOTopas y Hero Obla.
OH pgaxe He TIOTPYAUJICS BCIIOMHUTD, UTO HUKaKUe aTaKy He MOTYT IOPa3uTh ero Bpara. Ero ym Obin
IIOJIHOCTBIO COCPENOTOYEH Ha TOM, UTOOHI CAeNaTh YTO-HUOYOb, XOTh YTO-HUOYAb, YTOOHI TTIOTHYTh
BO3[yXa.

OH ¥30 BCeX CHII IIOTSHYJICS 3a KHHKAJIOM, HO HallaflaBIIEMy HEe XBATAJIO TOJILKO 9TOM IeNHu, ’
BTOpas pyKa CXBaTHUIIa €T0 3a ropo. Ko mouyBcTBOBa, KaK BEHHI Ha €ro I'0jI0Be Hadald KpUYaTh,
KOT'7Ia JaBJIeHKe YIpoxKasio pa3opBaTh UX, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO XPSII] B €TI0 TOpJjie Hayal
TpecKaThCs. Ecu OBl ero XPSIIU COAIKCh, 9TO He HMesI0 Obl 3HaUeHHsI, JaxKe eCu Obl eMy KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM yoanoch 0CBOOOOUTLCS, ero TOPJI0 CAABUIIO Obl, 1 OH HUKOTHA O0JIbIlle He chernast Okl BOoxa.

Ero poT packphics, Kak y peiObl, KOTOpas »KafHO I'JI0TaeT BOAY, HO HAYTO He NPHUHECs0 06ieTyeHus.
Temneps ero rina3a ObUIM KPaCHEIMU, KPOBaBbIE CJIe3bl KATUIIUCH T10 II[eKaM K3 JIOMHYBIIUX BEH Ha
rja3ax, a u30 pTa TeKja [eHa.



On IMOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOOHYIO PYKOATE YEPHOT' 0 KMH2KaJIa MEXKY IIaJIbIlaMU ¥, HE PAa3OyMEIBa4d,
BBEIOJEPHYII €0 U3 HO2KEH TdK CHUJIBHO, KdK TOJIBKO MOT, 1 BOH3HUJI €I0 B Malr'a TaK OadJIEKO, KdaK TOJIBKO
MOT, TakK 6bICTpO, KaK TOJIBKO MOT', 1 TaK MHOI'O Pa3, KakK TOJIbKO MOT.

Xjtron! Xorrornt! Xotronn! Xoronn!

[Tocne 4eTBEPTOTro yAapa, KOTHa YTO-TO TEIJIoe HAaKPHIJIO ero Masiblibl, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO
MepTBas XBaTKa BOKPYT ero meu ocjiabna. OH HaHeC CBOEMY Bpary ellle JI0XKUHY YOapoB, Ipexke
yeM CHOBa CMOT BOXHYTb CBeXXuii Bo3ayx. OH cpenaj 3TO Tak ObICTPO, KaK TOJILKO CMOT, He obpatias
BHUMAHMUS Ha €JKOe 3JI0BOHKME KPOBH, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO B BO3AYXE TaK XKe I'yCTO, KaK U ero MaHuka, u
MSITKOE, KUCJI0e 3JI0BOHUE MCITYTaHHOM MOYHM MEeXIy ero COOCTBEHHRIMU HOTAMHU.

Mar TsKeJo CIoJ3 ¢ Hero, 00pMoYa IMOCTIeTHUE B3IOXH.

”

— 4 ... HEBO3MOXKHO... KaK ... KaK y Te6s MOT OBbITb... MAaru4yeCKuM KMHXKam?...

Knop 3agoxHyJsics, KpoBb CMelllajiack C MOUOM B €r0 IITaHax U mobexkasa BHU3, YTOOB CMOYUTh
3aHIOI0 YaCTh ero OPIOK, TPekae YeM IPOCOYUTHCS B KOPUYHEBLIE JIUCThS M TIOYBY O] HUMHU.
[TycThle msITHA B €T0 r1a3ax MeAJIEHHO BO3BpaIaIuCh K GOKYCy, U OH 3aMETHUJI, UTO MUP ITOKPACHE]I.
OH BBITED JIUIIO U YBUOET CBOIO PYKY, IIOKPHITYIO KPOBBIO, CBOEH cOOCTBEHHOM KPOBLIO. Ellle omHa
cje3a CKaTujach 0 ero leKe, OH CMaXHYJ ee TOXe, ¥ CHOBa 9T0 Oblyla KPoBb. Ero Teno
COTIPOTHBIISNIOCH €My Ha KaXXJOM IIary, Ho yepe3 MUHYTY OH yXKe CHfel psiMo. Bonbk BHE3aIHO
BEpHYJIacCh B €70 CO3HaHKe, ¥ OH 3aCTOHAJI, KOT{la KaXKaasi MBIIIIA U CBSI3Ka B €0 TeJle IIPOTeCTOBaIu
TIPOTHUB TOTO, YePe3 UTO OH TOJIBKO YTO 3aCTABHII UX TPOUTHU OUEHB CUIIBHO.

OH crenan elre HECKOIBKO TTTyOOKUX BIOXOB, IBITASICh B35ITh CBOE [bIXaHHKE IO KOHTPOJIb, 3aTEM
BBITSIHYJICSI ¥ CTSIHYJI IIaJTb C JIWIla Hamagasinero. ITom HUM CKPHIBAJIACH ellle 0JHa Macka, 6opona,
KOTOpas POCyIa MOYTH MPSIMO IO TJIa3aMK YejI0BeKa U IMOJIHOCThIO CKPBIBAla €T0 HOC U POT, pexke
yeM MCYEe3HYTh B py0allke, roe oHa Obljia 3alIpaBiieHa N0 Havaja HamameHus. OmHAKO Ha ero Jioy
BUOHEJICS HeGobIIoi mpaM. EMHCTBeHHAs cefas Mpsiab B ero 60pojie BeigaBaaa BO3PacT 110
MeHbIIIeH Mepe COpPoKa JIeT, HO, BePOSTHO, He CTaplle COPOKa MSTH-B TAKOM CITydae UX JOJIKHO OBIIO
OLITEL OOJIBIIIE OMHOTO.

Hwu ogHO BOCIIOMMHAHKE, HU OOUH HOTepﬂHHBII;I MOMEHT BOCIIOMHWHAHUA UJIN Y3HABAHUSA HE IIPUIIIINA K
KJ'IOJIY.STOT YeJI0BeK OBLI €My COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOM.

Bynp npoknsaT XypraH 3a TO, UTO pacckasas eMmy o0 aToMm! Y cTaporo TolCTsIKa yKe Obljia pacIijiaTa.
OpHako ero pa3yM HEMHOTO OCTHUI, U K HEMY BEPHYJICS PacCyf0K, BO3MOXKHO, 00JIbIIe TIOTOMY, YTO
OH CJIMIIKOM yCTaJsl, YTOOLI 3TUTHCS, YeM IIOTOMY, UTO OH 3HAaJI, KaK YCIOKOUTE ero. XypraH MOT U He
3HaTh, YTO PaCKpPLUI cekpeThl Kimoma. OHU Bce cupeny TaM, HabOmrogas 3a HUM, ¥ TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO
HEBUHHBIX BOIIPOCOB CPey OPy3el Morau Obl OTKPHITh BCE, YTO HYKHO OBbII0 PAaCKOTIATE.

Ero B3rJid[ CKOJIBb3HY 110 60POAATOMY TPYILY ¥ OCTAHOBUJICS Ha Topualled c6oky pyuke. OH
IIPOTSHYJ PYKY U C HEKOTOPHIM TPYIOM BHITAIIMII CBOM KMHKas. ETo mocneqHui TOM4YOK TakK riyO0Ko
BOH3MUJI €70 B CIIUHY MY>KYUHEI, YTO OH 3aCTPSJI MEXAY IBYMS €T0 II03BOHKaMHU, IPSIMO Yepe3



MOAYILIKY MeXay HUMU. KpOBb BCe ellle My3bIpuaach U3 MHOTHUX, MHOTHX I[eI€BUAHBIX OTBEPCTUH 110
BCeH CIIMHEe YeJIoBeKa.

[ToTpe6oBanock HECKOIBKO CUIBHEIX PHIBKOB, YTOOE OCBOOOAUTH KIMHOK ¥ BepHYTh KuHxkanm Kmomy.
OH cupen, yCTaBUBIINCH Ha KMHXKaJ, B TeYeHNE HECKOIbKUX MUHYT, HECIIOCOOHBIY ITOTHOCTHIO
OII€HMTD, KaK TAaKOHM OOLIYHEBIM KMHXKaJl, TAKOM MaJIeHbKMH KWHXKAJI, MOT CIIACTH ero. Ero Temno
COOPOTHYJIOCH, & MOY€EBOM My3bIPh BEIIIYCTHUII [Tapy Kalellb, KOTrfa OH ITIOgyMall O CBOE! HEeBEPOSITHOU
yoade ¥ 0 TOM, Kak O6JTM30K OBIJT K CMEPTH.

Ecmu 651 KuHKan He ObIT 3aKTHHAHUEM, OH OB OBl MEPTB, ¥ MEPTB OOHUM M3 CAMBIX YHU3UTETbHEIX
CTII0C000B, KOTOPHIM OH MOT YMEPET.

OH mopHSJICS Ha KOJEHHU, Chelia elle napy 00JIe3HEHHBIX BIOXOB, a 3aTEM ITOMHSAJICS Ha HOTH CO
CTOHOM, KOTOPHIN ITPUCTHIAUI ObI ¥ KOPOBY BO BpeMs pomoB. OH mojiaras, 9TO HOIKeH ObITh
OrmaromapeH 3a TO, YTO He ITOCTPAafasl OT Medya CBOEro Bpara, HO COMHEBAJICS, YTO ero TeJio ObIJIO B
HACTPOEHMH OHITH 671aroJapHBEIM, U He ITOH03PeBaJl, YTO 9TO MPOU30UaeT B OnumKaiiiee BpeMsi. Ero
JIUII0 y2Ke TIPEeBPATUIIOCH B IIEIKOBUIY KakK 1Mo ¢opMe, Tak U 10 BHEITHEMY BUAY, a Oedpo ITUI0BO
HBIJIO TaM, T'Jie HallafaBIINM yIiepcs KOJIeHOM.

OH HAIIOJIOBHHY CIOTKHYJICS, HAIIOJIOBUHY IIOII0JI3 Ha3ajl K cBoeMy apbaseTy, HO He CMOT
nepe3apsauTh ero-y Hero mpocTo He OBIIO CUJT — ITO3TOMY OH yOpas ero U OCTOPOXKHO U C TPYOOM
IIepPeKUHYT PIOK3aK uepes mevo. OH MOIJIesncs,CII0OTHKAsICh, K KOPOTKOMY Medy, CyHY/ ero 06paTHO
B HOZKHBI, KOTOPEIE 0CBOOOMIUIT OT CBOET0 TEIeph y2Ke IMOKOWHOTO IMPOTUBHUKA, ¥ MTPUBS3all €ro K
nosicy. OH mopHsI ap6aneT YeloBeKa U YCTABUIICS Ha €0 MU(PUIIOBYIO CTPENy, 3aCTPSBINYIO B
nepeBe B HOOPHIX IeCATH MeTpax Haj HUM, 3aTeM B3OOXHYJ U 3a0b1 00 3TOM. Y Hero He OBII0
IOCTATOYHO SHEPTUHU JaxKe OJIs TOro, YTOOH JyMaTh 00 3TOM.

Knopm notammiicsi 06paTHO K TPYIy HallaflaBIIero U OIMYCTUI ero Ha 1oji. OH Halllell MaJleHbKUN
MeIIoYeK ¢ TpeMs ¢ajlaMu, HeCKOIbKUMHY JiokuHaMu OeHHU U YeTHPbMS [IeHHH.

— Ckpsira!- OH HaNoJIOBUHY CITTIOHYJI, HATIOJIOBUHY 3aKaIlIISIJIC.

Yeprt Bo3bMu! Heyzxkenu 4enoBeK, KOTOPHIN 4yTh HE YOUII €r0, He OB XOTh YyTOUKYy Ooraue? Y Hero
maxe He OBIZI0O HUKAKUX JOPOTUX OPArolieHHOCTEH, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 Kakux-To pomuanTax. OH
HaJesJICs HAWTH, IO KpaHel Mepe, CBUTOK SHEPreTHYeckKoro 0apbepa 3TOro 4ejioBeKa, HO OH SIBHO
IIPOM3HeC 3aKIMHaHue, Ipexe yeM noimats Knopa, u cripsran ero rue-To, Kyna Kion He
coOupascs ero UCKaTh.

EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH Hallles1, OBl MIPOCTOM OPOH30BBIM KTH04. DTO OBIIIO ITOX0XKE Ha OOOJIKEHHHIH
KJTI0Y OT KOMHATBEl MECTHOM TaBEePHHI, TAK YTO HUYET0 0COOeHHOr0. EquHCTBeHHAsT TaBepHA, KOTOPYIO
Krop 3HaJ1, ucmons30BaBIIasg 3TOT OU3alH Kioda, Osuta Mermaid.

On nmogymari, He TIOUTH JIH €MY B3TJIAHYTh Ha KOMHATY 3TOT'0 9Ye€JIOBEKa, HO TYT XKe 0T6p0CI/IJ'I 9Ty
MbICIb. OH HCTEKan KPOBEIO, KakK CBO€EM, TaK M HallaflaBIIEro Ha Hero 4yejoBeKa. OH He MOT
IIO3BOJIUTE cebe IIPUBJIEKATh BHUMaHNE HE2XKEJIaTEJIbHBIX TPEThEUX JIUII. He TOBOPA YK€ O ITOJ03PEHNHN,



KOTOpPO€ BHIBOBET €I'0 BHE3AITHOE IIOABJIEHHUE C KJIIIOYOM B PYKE.

OH oTOTHaJ 3Ty MBICIIb Ha 3aiBOPKU CO3HaHMS. He3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, YTO OH CHe/aeT M03XKe, IPSIMO
ceiidac ero nepBoy 3a00ToM OBIIO0 KUMETh [IeJI0 C TeJIOM — U Y Hero He ObIJI0O BpeMeHH. [1err Bcero
JIUIIH JacT eMy HEMHOTO CBOOOMHI IeMCTBUM, TIpeXkKe YeM OH 3allofo3pUT HelnagHoe. M fa moMoxkeT
Focnops Knogy, ecnu Ilerr HalfieT ero CTOSIIUM Hafl TPYIIOM IIOCPEAY POILY, BECh B KPOBU, HU
OoJiblIle HU MEHBIIIE.
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