B nepeynke 651510 coBepIieHHO TeMHO. O0e CTOPOHBI BHITION3JIHA U3 TeMHOTH, KaK YepHBIe PYKH,
TSHYIIHEeCS K HeOecaM u3 BeuHoU 0e3qHbl. OTBECHBIE CTEHBI ABYXATAXKHBIX 3MAHUM, BRHICTPOUBIIHUXCS
110 06euM CTOPOHAM IOPOTH, He IIPOITyCKaIu IIOYTH HUKAKOT'0 CBETa, KOTOPHIH Moryia Ovl maTh JIyHa,
a CyMepKu mmepecekanu Hebo, KaK T'yCTOM MOJIoT KinagOullleHCKoro jeca. [1o71 ObLI BlIaKHBIM U
TPSI3HBIM, U IIaru Kioga XJmonanu He TOJIBKO 10 BOfie ¥ TPSi3d, KOTa OH CKOJIb3HYJI I'Iy0XkKe B
TEMHOTY.

YeTrpe GUTYpPH UCYE3JTH, KOTHA OH BOIIET B IIEPEYJIOK, U TeIlepb OCTAUCh TOIBKO UX Cedbl. BHyTpU
00pa30BanuCh TyKH, CKPHIBAIOIIKE pa3laBlIeHHbE 9KCKPEMEHTHI.

[Tepeynok TSAHYICSA B U3BUIUCTYIO BeYHOCTh. OH IIeJ IT0 Hel yKe JecsATh MUHYT, HO TaK ¥ He Halllell
ee KOHIIQ, ¥ Jake HaMeKa Ha TO, YTO 3TO MOXKET CIYYUThCS B OnuKaliiiee BpeMs. 30ech He ObIIO HU
yKa3aTeJiel, HU OCBEIeHHBIX OKOH, HM OTKPHITHIX IBePel, KOTOPHIe MOT I Obl TOACKA3aTh eMy, I'e
HaXOJUTCSI BONIIEOHBIN YEePHbIM PHIHOK.

OH mogyMart, He CJefoBaJo JId eMy IPUUTH cioga gHeM. OgHAKO ceryac 3To OBIJI0 HEBO3MOKHO,
II03TOMY OH IIPOMOJIKaJl UATH, HABOCTPUB VIIIH, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATH JII000M XITIOMAIOIINi 3BYK, KpOMe
XJTIIOIIaHbsl COOCTBEHHBIX HOT. Tpy11006! OBISIM OTIAaCHBI, TOPa3/0 OacHee, YeM OH IT03BOJUII cebe
IPU3HATHCS [0 Mpue3na ciofa. OmHaKO OH He O4eHb 00SIJICS MOIacTh B 3acamy. ETo ciyx Gwin
UCKITIOYUTENTBHEIM; OH OBI YCIIBIIIA, KaK KTO-TO IPUOIUKAETCs, Haxke ecyu OB BoJa He 3ariyliaia
WX IIIaTH.

OH HHUYEro He CIIBbIIIa.

[151ThI0 MUHYTAMH I032K€ OH IIPOIIIENT TI0 IePEeYIKYy MUMO ITPABOTO JIOKTS ¥ BOPYT 00HAPYXKUII, YTO
KynaeTcs B c1aboM CBeTe.

OH crenan HECKOJIBKO TTTyOOKUX BIOXOB, COOMPAsCh C AyXOM, a 3aTeM IIPOMIOIKHUII CBOM IyTh. ETO
r7a3a MPUBLIKIIM, ¥ OH YBHUIE] 3HAKOMYIO CIIeHY, CIIeHY, KOTOPYIO OH ONpeeIeHHO BUAE/ PaHbIIIe.
OpmHaKO OH He MOT ITOHSTh, KaK CUJIbHO HU CTapacs.

IIBa mepeyiKa IepeceKanuch IPUMEPHO B IBafillaT MeTpax Bliepenu Hero. OHM oOpa3oBaiu
HeOOJIBINYI0 TOJISTHY B JIECY U3 3[IaHWH, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOT'0 CTOSIJIO CTApOe TyTOBOE mepeBo. [Tox ero
HaBeCcOM CToOsijia Iapa ele 6osee MOTPernaHHEIX Capaes.

Y xaxpgoii Bepu BHUCeN (HOHAPD, U HECKOIBKO YeJIOBEK CULENH 3a AJIUHHEIM CTOJIOM MeXAy HUMHU.
Cton OBITT OCBeIlleH eMUHCTBEHHOM MacCIsTHOM TaMIIOX U XapoBHeH. PriOa Bucesa B BO3OYXe,
COPEBHYSCH C YEPHEIM JJIEM.

Ero pa3sym MeTHYJCS K HEMY, OTYassHHO IIBITAsiCb BOCCTAHOBUTH BOCTIOMUHAHUS 00 3TOM MECTe, IToKa
HOTHY HECJIU ero K nonsiHe. OXUBIEHHAs, XOTS ¥ IPUTJTyleHHas 6ecela 3a CTOJIOM CTUXJIA [0 Mepe
ero mpubnuxkenus. [71a3a Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX HACTOPOXKEeHHO OmecHynu. OH He GBI YOUBIEH UX
B3TJIsiIaMu. B CBoeM Hapsifie OH He IIPOSIBUII HU Majleliied mogqo3puTenbHocT. OJHAKO OH
ITPOUTHOPUPOBAJT UX U TOLIEN [Jasibllle, He CBOOS I'1a3 C TYTOBOTO IepPeBa, KOTOPOE BO3BHIIIAIOCH HA



BCEMHU IIPUCYTCTBYIOINUMHU, Na2Ke Hal OIBYX3TA2KHBIMU 3JaHUAMHU, 06pa3y101u1/1M1/1 IrpaHuLy IIOJISHEI.
Ero Pa3yM HAKOHEI-TO YXBATHUJICA 3d 3TO BOCIIOMHHAHNE U BIIMXHYJI €T0 B CBO€ CO3HAHHUE.

BoT u Bce! OpuKCCOH IIpuBe3 €ro Clofa HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs Ha3a, HO OHU MIPUIIX Ha MOJITHY Yepes
OJIMH M3 YeTHIpeX APYTHX IepeynkoB. Ha 3TOT pa3 capaeB TaM He ObI10. ITO OBIIIO BCETO JIUIIb
nepeBo. OHU OTIIPABUINCH TYOa, YTOOH KYIIUTE €T0 JII00OMMEIe COJIOfIOBEIe KOHGETH. OHU KYTIWIA €ro
B TOM HOBOM MarasuHe ... KaK TaM ero 3Bajiu ... XypuaH!

OpHaKO Teleph ero JaBKOW OBIIM He Te capau, KOTOPHIe OH BHUOEJ IIOf IIeIKoBuIel. Ero Mmara3ux
OB OMHUM U3 TEX, UTO BBIXOAWIM Ha MoisiHy. OH TakxkKe OfHaXK[bl IPUIIETT Clofa, YTOOh KYIIUTh
KOH(QETHI I CBOUX MITafmux OpaTa U cecTphl. KOHEYHO Ke, OH IPUXOOUTT THEM.

Mara3suH xypuaHa Bce ellle OB TaM, HO OH SIBHO ObLJT 3aKPHIT. TOJBKO OfIHA JlaMIla BUCeJIa y BXofa U
Oblyla eIMHCTBEHHEIM HACTOSIIIIUM OCBeIlleHNeM MarasvHa. 3a Hell Ha cTeHe Oblla BEIpe3aHa HafllKuCh
«17 Flowerstone Alley».

3HAYUT, MHChMO OBIIIO BEPHEIM. Mara3uH XypuaHa JeHCTBUTEIbHO OB BOJIIIEOHEIM Y€PHBIM
peiHKOM. OH He IIOBEPUJI CBOUM Tjla3aM, KOTa YBUIEN afpec, HaMCaHHBIM Ha KJI0o4yKe OyMaru.
[TogymaTh TONBKO, UTO CTAPUK TOXKE OBbLJI MaroM....

“ECTb TyT KTO-HUOYOb?- CIIPOCHUII OH HAMEPEHHO XPUILJILIM I'0JTOCOM U TIOCTyYall B IBEPE.

B marasuHe cTOs1a MepTBad TUIIXHA. BMecTo HEro OTBETHUI KTO-TO C ITOMISHHI.

— Tebe uTo-HUOYIb HYXKHO?”

Knopm oGepHYyCS U yBUAEN TOJICTSIKA, BRIXOAAIIET0 U3 capasi. EMy morpe6oBamoch HEKOTOPOe BPeMs,
4yTOOBI y3HATh B 9TOM YeJioBeKe XypuaHa B TYCKJIOM CBETE.

OH 3Han 3TOr0 YeJI0BeKa KaK TEeIJIOro YejloBeKa C IIOCTOSHHOM yIBIOKOM, ITPUKIIEEHHOH! K ero JIUIY.
OTa yneibKa ucuessa, ¥ ero JIUI0 CTaslo MOJ03PUTENIbHO OTHOCUTLCS K Knomy. OH ¢ omackoun
IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HeTO.

“Ilnst 4ero TH 37eCh?

“4l cnplan, 4yTo y Bac €CTh HEKOTOPHIE... 3K30TUYECKUe IIpeaMeTsl, — oTBeTu Kiof.

OH coxareJ, 4To He CIpocusl y Mapuu, ecTh 1 Kakue-HUOYOb TaliHble Ppassl, HO Teneps ObII0 yKe
CIIMIIKOM IO3[HO [l 3TOTO.

XypHaH MOJI4a BOLIENI B Mara3WH, 3aXKeTr MaJIEHbKYI0 MACJIAHYIO JIAMITy ¥ 2K€CTOM IIPUTJIACHUII Knoma



CJIengoBaTh 3a HUM, KOI'la TOT BOIIIEJI B Malra3WH.

“A 4ero THI X0Yelllb?- CIIPOCUJI MyKUYKHA, KaK TOJIbKO 0Ka3aJiCS 3a CBOUM CTOJIOM.

“HeuTo ocoberHoe. Koe-KTo MOXKeT Jaxe CKa3aThb, UTO 3TO BOIIIEOCTBO, — 3aTOBOPIIUIIKY ITPOHU3HEC
oH, u OpoBu XypraHa IIOIOJI3NIA BBEPX.

— Marunyueckue KPHUCTAJIIIBI, €CIIn OBLITH TOYHBIM, — CKa3an Kimof, YBUOEB PEAKIINI0O MY2KYHUHEI.

“U ¢ yero THI B35J1, YTO MOSI MajieHbKasl 3aberanoBka 3To npopact? Hy ke, HaloXu Ha MeHS
3aKyATHe, YTOOH ST MOT YBUOETh, HEe Mar JIu THL.”

— 3pnech xe?”

“A roe xe eme?”

Hy... u yT0 Xe eMy genats? OH onpefesieHHO He MOT UCIIOJIb30BaTh HA OJHO U3 3aK/JIMHAHUM,
KOTOPHIE BEITPABUPOBAJI Ha CBOEH rekcarpaMme. MoxkeT ObITh, OOUH M3 BOCEMHU fmeTei Mapuu. OH He
MOT HU OIIEHUTH ee, HU TIy00KO AbiiiaTh. CMBICH OBITT B TOM, YTOOH XypHaH YBUAEN 3aKINHAHNUE, TaK
YTO OHU OBINTH OECIIOJIe3HEL. CBeTHIJ_IaSICSI }KeM‘-Iy}KI/IHa OLLIa CIIUIIKOM IIPpUBJIEKATEJIbHA, TaK YTO
OJlHa M3 HUX TOXKE OTCYTCTBOBasa. BeTpoBoi Oaphep TOXKE He MOOXOOusl. YUIIT HyKaancs B XKUOKOU
cpene, ¥ OH He BUMEJ HYU YalllK¥, HU KyBIIMHA, HU KYBIIKHA C BOJOU B MarasuHe. OH TaKXe He XOTell
MCII0/Ih30BaTh TUIPOT€HU3AIINI0; OHA ITOTPe6JIsiIa CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO MaHHI.

On IIPUHSAJII pelieHrne U IIEeJIKHYII ITaJIbIlaMu. MarneHbpKOE IIaMs BCIIBIXHYJIO TAK, CIIOBHO OnlTa
3aXKXK€EHad OJHa U3 €r0 3aXKHNTr'daJIOK CTaporo Mupa.

OH OBITT OUEeHB paf, YTOo NMpUBe3 CBOM ToM. MiHaye OH oKa3ajcs Obl B 3aTPYOHUTENILHOM IIOJI0KEHUH.
HecKonbKo HONTUX MTHOBEHUM XypHUaH IMPUCTaIbHO CMOTPET Ha IJIaMs, a 3aTeM CMOYEHHBIMUI
OONBIINM ¥ YKa3aTEIbHEIM ajbIlaMH TIOTYILIU €T0.

“TloiipeMTe CO MHOM, — pa3fasicsd ero rojoc CI0BHO M3 HUOTKY/a, KOTrAa OH MOJOLIEeN K MaJeHbKO’
OBEPU PSIIOM U OTKPHIT ee, — BOUIeM.”

Knopg IIOCJIYIIIHO IIOCJIeAOBaAll 3a HUM. B xoMHaTe OBLI0 COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO. HBepb CO IIIEeJIYKOM
3aKpHBJIACh 3a HUM, U KaKOe-TO MTHOBEHHE OH HUYero He MOTI Pa3rjdaeTh, a 3aTeM HpKPIfI CBET
BCIIBIXHYII X OCJIEIINII €T0. OH UHCTUHKTUBHO IIPUIITYPHUIICA, 3aTEM €TI0 I'lla3a Ha4aJll MeOJIEHHO
IIPUBLIKATE.

KomuaTa 6bita 6e3 OKOH, C I'OJIBIMX KaME€HHBIMH CTEHAMH. HBepI: I103a0H1 HETO U XypI/IaHa OBlna
€IUHCTBEHHBIM IIPENIATCTBUEM Ha KaMEHHOM II0J1y, CTE€HaX U IIOTOJIKE. KprIlIa IIpeacTaBiidila coboi



CBOI[‘-I&TBII‘/JI IIOTOJIOK, H3TH6&mU1HﬁCH OO CEePEOUHEI IIOJIOTUMHU OyIraMHi, KOTOPBIE€ 3aKaHYMBAJIMCh
KPYTJIBIM OTBEPCTUEM, NCUHE3ABIUIUM OaAJIbIIE BBEPX.

Tpu mepeBsiHHBIE TIOJIKK CTOSIJIM BOOJIb TPEX CTEH, U 9TO Obl/la eIMHCTBeHHass Mebe/lh B KOMHATE.
[Tonku Toxke OBl eMy 3HAKOMEL. Pa3Be oHM He IMpHHaaiexkanu Bakpu? OfHaKO UX COIePKUAMOe
IprUHagIexarno He eMmy. ['ma3a Kinoga 61ecHy M, KOT[Ia aKTUBHPOBAJICS TJla3 OIleHUBAHUS.

KomHaTa MTHOBEHHO OCBETHIIACH SAPKUMHU KPaCKaMH, TaK 4YTO Knon B3OPOTHYII.

— Tak OTKyfa ke Thl 3Haelllb?- CITPOCUJI CTapHK, yIbI0asch, yIOBIETBOPEHHLIHM peakuuei Kmopa.
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