BricTpee! Bbl 3a0BIIH, UTO MEI TOJIKHEI OBIJIA HATH IIEPBHIMU? IPOKpHYan cruepeny CuaMCKuii KOT B
OpoHe.

Bel nokunynu ropon MBun

YBepmoMiieHre IPUIIIO MOCTIe HECKONIbKUX IIar0B BBEPX II0 JIECTHUIIE KaMEeHHOTO IIJIaTO, IIOCIeqHEee
HaIlOMHUHaHHE OXOTHHKAM, 4TO 0e30MacHas raBaHb 0CTajachk mo3aau. [ MeHs 9T0 OBIIO CKopee
IIPU3BLIBOM OTJIOKUTH BCE TEOPHUH O JIIOAAX, BPAIIAIOIINXCS B MOel I'0JIoBe, B CTOPOHY... [IoKa 5 He
OIIEHIO OITAaCHOCThL ITOA3eMebs, 110 KpalHel Mepe.

“EcTh 4TO-HUOY/b, YTO TH XOUelllb MHe cKa3aTh?” IIpouenTasna Jluma psgom co MHOHU. “S1 He 3HaIO,
YTO THI TAM fIeJIajl, HO 3TO OBIJIO CTPAHHO, Kak ...”

“Ckasan Tebe, s cobupancs ¢ MeIcaMu,” cka3an g. “TIpocTo mogyMaii 06 3TOM Kak 0 CTPaHHOM
YeJioBe4YeCKoM putyaie.”

OHa 3aKaTua I'71a3a, ¥ S YBU[IEJI, UTO OHa Bce ellle 6eCIIOKOUTCS 0 TOM, 4TO g Imepepymaio. K
CYacThIO, OHA OOJIbIIIe He HacTauBaJla Ha 9TOM BOIIPOCe.

4 He MOTy cKa3aTh el, UTo 51 pa3roBapuBall C IpU3pakaMy, KOTrfla OHa yXKe AyMaeT, YTo s1 MOTY OBITh
1107, CIMLIKOM OOJIBIINM [aBJIeHUEM.

“Ou,” Havyana OHa, “g ymoMuHana 4To-"

Br1 Bomu B canm Aru.

YBegomnenue IIPpUIIIO C BHE3AIIHEIM IIOTEMHEHNEM He6a, KakK 6y;IITO 6OJ'IBI.TIYIO YaCTh CBE€Ta B MUDeE
BBEICOCAJIH.

Pyxka JIuMbl nerna MHe Ha medo, “M3Bunau! f nonHocThio 3a0kiyia 060 BceM, 4TO KacaeTcsl COIHIIA. ..
Cmotpu!”

Bce elile Haxo[sICh IOl BO3MENCTBUEM YIUBIIEHUS, BHI3BAHHOT'O CTPAHHBLIM SIBIIEHUEM, S TOHU3UI
CBOIO OMUTENIBHOCTH M IIOCMOTPEIT Ha TO, YTO OHA ITOKAa3kIBaja MHE.

9T0 OBIIO CONMHIIE, CHOBA IPSIMO HAJ TOPU30HTOM. ITO OBITIO CHOBA YTPO.

“CHapyXu HUYEero He U3MEHUJIOCh, HO QYHKIMA cafa Aru uckaxkaeT BpeMs 110 CBoeMY,” 00bICHUTIA
oHa. “ByfmeT yTpo, ToKa MHl He YObeM ITepBoe Ha3BaHHOE CYIIECTBO.”

A He MOT'Yy ITIOBEPUTH, YTO OHHU €1Ba OTPEearupoBajid Ha 3TO, ITOOYMaJl 1, IPOTEPEB I'Jia3d. Onu



JOBOJIBHO 6BICTpO aJaIITUPOBAJIMCE K IIOTEPE CBETA, HO 4 BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJI onpeneneHHHﬁ
JII/ICKOM(I)OpT, TJISMST Ha 3aJIMTOE 30JI0TOM He0O0 Ha BOCTOKE M TEHH, IIPpOCTUPAIOIIXECH I10
0eCIIOTHBEIM KaMEeHHEIM 3€MJISIM.

HackonbKo peasnbHbI ObIJIA Bellld, KOTOPhIe IIPOMCXOANIN B Tog3eMenbsix? HeTpyaHo OBIsIO IPUHSATH,
YTO MOHCTPHI U CYIIECTBa, YTO B HUX XKUY, OBUIM TaKMMU K€ PeasibHBIMY, KakK U 51, TOCKOJIBKY S MOT
B3auMOMIECTBOBATh C HUMH.

Ho ecnu ObI OHM MOTTIM UMETh COOCTBEHHOE “BpeMsi” 0€3 MOMOIIY KaKUX-Tu00 UIITI03UH, TOTIa
0JI3eMeJIbsI BIIOJIHEe MOTJIH OBl IIPEOCTABISATH COO0M HECKOIBKO THUIIOB IapaslyieIbHEIX MUPOB HIIH
KapMaHHBIX U3MepeHuit. Y 9T0 OBIIO Omlpefie/IeHHO BHE MOeH KOMIIETeHITUH.

BymeT nmu KTO-TO CTapeTh, eCJIA OHU OCTAHYTCS B IOA3eMelibe ¢ GUKCUPOBAaHHLIM BpeMeHeM? MOKHO
JIA CYUTATh BpeMsi GUKCHPOBAHHEIM, Beb MEI BCe MOTJIH OBUTAThCSA? ECu HET, TO ObIIM JIX MHI B
HACTOSIIIEe BPEMS B MUPE, B KOTOPOM IIJlaHeTa II0YEeMY-TO IIepecTaa BpallaThCs?

IMomoxkpuTe... d gaxe He 3Hal0, HAXOOUMCS JIA MHI Ha IJIaHeTe OJId Havala...

qa 06Hapy}KI/IH, YTO ¢ 00JIeryeHreM B3bIXa0. TPYJIHO OBIIIO OIIpaBOaThk CO3gaHHE TeopPIIZ, Kornoa
JIOTHKa, Ha KOTOpOfI OHH OCHOBBIBAJIMCH, OBINIA, BEPOATHO, HeIelCTBUTENIbHOM, OMHAKO 5 HE MOT
IIPOCTO 3aKPHIBATE I''Ta3a Ha YygecCa 3TOro Mupa. HeBaxHO, CKOJIEKO pa3 MOHM MEICJIK CHOBa
IIPUBOOUIIN MEHA K OMHOMY M TOMY 2K€ BEIBOIY.

He HyXkHO OLITh TeHHEM, YTOORI TIOYYBCTBOBATh, YUTO MIJIST BCETO 3TOTO CYLIeCTBYeT 6a30BbIi HAO0OP
npaBuil. TOT, YTO MHE ellle MPeICTOUT ITOHSTh.

MEI TOMHUMATUCH B OBICTPOM TEMIIe, JIECTHUIIA POCIIa II0 BePTUKAJIKM KaXIble HECKOIBKO METPOB.
ITocye MOYTH Yaca IBIXTEHUS U (BBIPKaHbs MBI JOCTUTJIM CTAPOH KaMeHHOM apK{ Ha Kpalo 3JI0BEIIero
neca. [Tepeq HaMu GBIla TOMBKO OOHA TPYIINA, @ CTAPIIET0 OXOTHUKA HUTIE He OBITI0 BUIHO.

Ha BepiirHe KaMeHHOW apKu OBITT 610CT KpacuBOM KEHIIKHH, flepxXKallel cBeuy. B ee Bomocax OBl
HACTOSIINH GEJTBIN I[BETOK, XOTS TO, KaK OH CHSIJI, 3aCTABIISIJI0O MEHS 3aAyMaThCsi, HACKOJIBKO 3TO
€CTEeCTBEHHO.

HaBepHoe, COBCEM HET, YCMeXHYJICS 1. MBI OB B II0JI3eMeJIbe B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

Y ruraHTCKuX mepeBbeB OBINIM CTPAHHBIE Y37I0BAThIE CTBOJIBLI, KOTOPHIE YXOOUIH IIPsIMo B He6o. OHu
OB CITMIIKOM THITMYHO Pa3MeIIeHbl, YTOOBI 3TO OBIJIO COBIIAfIEHHUEM, a TOJICTHIN CJI0M TEMHBIX
JIMCTHEB MMOKPHIBAJI KaKIbIHM MIONM 3eMau. Kaxkbii I10MM, 32 HCKITI0YEeHHEeM, Ka3aaoCh O,
6e300uHOM TPOIEI, KOTOPas CKOJIb3HUJIa riy0xke B JIec.

“O? [lymato, g mpourpar mapu,” co CMeXOM CKa3all MOJIO[I0M YelllyidaThid 3BePhb, KOTOPHIA OUYEHb
TIJI0X0 CKPBIBAJI HEPBO3HOCTDb B CBOEM rojioce. “f1 OB TOYTH YBePeH, YTO BB, PedsiTa, CHAIUCh.”



YewMm Oosblire s CMOTpPEJI Ha €T0 KOHIEHTPHUYIEeCKue ‘-IeH.Iy'ﬂKPI, TeM 00JIbIIe YOUBJIIAJICA, C KAKHUM
2KUBOTHBIM OH OOJI2KEH OBITT UMETh O6H.II/Ie YEePTHI.

Pa3Be He BCe 3BepU MIEKONHUTAIOIINE?

¢l BUmeN HeCKOJIbKO CMeIlaHHBIX JII0fe C Yelllyel, HO Tellephb, Koraga s gyMai 06 9ToM,
eIUHCTBEHHOM 3Meel, KOTOPYIO 5T BUEJN 0 CUX II0p, Oblja OeBYyIIKa, KOTOPYIO S KOTHa-TO BUMAET,
pasroBapuBas ¢ CaHOM B XpaMe. f mojaraj, 9YTO OHa, BEPOsiTHO, OblyTa U3 Hapoma Teu3er.

“Tel x0Ten,” cka3ana JIuMa ¥ KMBHYJIa Ha TeX, KTO CTOS no3afau Hero. “I'me Kxat?”

“OH noten ¢ rpymnmnoi [IkonxKo,” cka3an oH. “TOT Xke IJiaH, HO OH BO3bMET Ha ce0s BCIO TSIXKeCThb
3TUX Belllell BMecTe ¢ HUMK BMeCTO Bac.”

Jluma TsAKesio B3J0XHYyIa.

“CnpaBemyinBo. MBI BUHOBATH B TOM, YTO OIIO3AasIX,” CKa3asla OHa, IIpeX/e 4eM IIOBEPHYTHCS K HaM,
IIOJIOKUB PYKU Ha Oempa. “Brl cibiliany ero, pedsta. HeT BpeMeHU OTOBIXaTh, MBI UOEM IIPSIMO Cei-"

YemryitgaThlil TapeHb MMOJI0XKUI PYKY el Ha miedo, “He Tak 6bIcTpo.”

Jluma 00epHYyIach C MOOHSTEHIMUA OPOBSIMHU.

“OH mo1ues ¢ HUMH, He II0TOMY 4YTO Ballla KOMaHfa ono3paia. OH chesan 3TO U3-3a Hero,” cka3sajl OH,
yKa3bBas Ha MeHs. “Ero opyxue pa3pyIuT 37IeMeHT HE0XKUOAHHOCTH OJ1s BcexX. [1oaToMy ObIIO
pelleHo, 4YTo Ballla KOMaHfa ITOMeT MOoCIeqHen.”

“ITopaM, Tkl MOXKeIllb OBITE Cepbe3HBIM!” KpUKHYI ToncTet KOT ¢ TOTHSTEIM Ky/TakoM. “MEl
3apaboTanmu 9T0 mmpaBo!”

“Di1, ecny BB HaCcTauBaeTe, s Iylly Bac nepen HaMmu,” cka3an [lopaM, IOOHAB PyKU B IPUTBOPHOU
KanuTyaauuy. “OTo Obiyia 05 OYeHb BeCKasi MPUYMHa AJIS MEHS ¥ MOUX IIPUsTeNlel CUJeTh Ha MecTe
U 51 0eUCTBUTENIbHO He Bo3paxalo. Hy, B KOHIle KOHI[OB BaM NIPUAETCS 00bSICHUTE, II0YEMY BHI IIOIIIN
IIPOTUB IIpUKa30B KxaTa, HO s yBepeH, YTO BBl HE NIPOTUB. EC/IM BB KOHEYHO ChejlaeTe 3T0.”

Mou ToBapuIly 0 KOMaHfie 60pMOTaIy C HEIOBOJILCTBOM, HO Ka3aJioCh, UTO pelleHre SIBHO OBIIO He
B PYKax KOT0-Tu00 M3 MPHUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

“IToHsna,” cKka3asna JIuMa HeUTpalIbHEIM TOHOM. “Bbl, pebsiTa, MOXKeTe BOWTH, MBI IIOCTIelyeM Kak
MOXKHO CKopee. Yoauu.”



“Ooy, o4eHb 110x0,” moxKan naedamu [TopaM. OH chenaj 3HaKU CTOSIIMM 3@ HUM OXOTHHUKAM, YTOOBI
OHU roTtoBunuCh. “Iloytu nmopa.”

Hx rpymma cobpajachk nepeq apkoit B CBOOOJHOM CTPOIO C TyYHUKAMHU B THIITY.

4 Toxe 3TO cibImIas. YTO-TO ABUTANIOCH B JIECY, BRI3BIBAST CBUCTSIINM 3BYK, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO
YCUIHMBAJICS. 3aTeM OH IMPUONIU3UIICS, U S ITOHSII, YTO B JIeCy He ObIIO HUYeTo ABUKYILIErocs, caM JieC
OBUTAJICH.

[Tpu yBeIHYEHUH POCTA, KOTOPHIM, KA3aJIoCh, HAa4aJICs CHAPYXKH OT I[eHTPa Jieca, JePeBbs
TIePETACOBLIBA/IMCh B OUepPeNHON aOCypaHOM JeMOHCTPAIIMY IIOJTHOTO IPeHeOPeKeHHS MO3eMellbs K
TOMY, YTO ST CYUTAJ BOSMOXKHEIM. OHM OBUTAIMCh JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, YTOOKI Ka3aThCs
PACIIIEIBYATHIMY, HO 6€3 BUOUMOT'0 COIPOTUBIIEHUS OT 3EMIIH.

IIBUKeHMe NOCTUTIIO IePeBbeB Ha KPalo, U XOJIIOMHBIN ITOPHIB BETPa, HECYIIHUM BUXPh YEPHHIX JINCTHEB,
IIPOHECCs CKBO3b Hac. Korga oH yCIIOKOUIICS, JIeC CHOBA CTaJl HETIOABUKHEIM, HO TeIlepb MUMO
KaMeHHOM apK# IIPOXOAUII ITyTh, BEOYIIUHM IPSMO K JIYTY, €[IBa OCBEIlleHHOMY IIePBHIMU JTy4YaMu
paccsera.

“Jluma,” cka3zan g. “ECTb U gpyrue Bellld, KOTOPEIE TH He yIoMsHyna? IIoToMy 4To S HUKOrga He
cnblan 06 3ToM.”

“9T0 BCero NuIllb YaCTh ITOBECTBOBAHUS MMOA3EMENIbs,” MpolienTasa oHa. “Elle 0mHO J0Ka3aTeIbCTBO
M3BPAIEHHOT0 YMa X03s1Ha. Thl MOT OBl IPOUTHOPHPOBATE 3TO, Thl HE HAUIEIIb TaM peaslbHBIX
monen.”

B KOHIle IyTH CTOsJIa XKeHIMHA B 0€JIOCHEKHOM IIJIaThe, ee IIeJIKOBUCTHIE BOJIOCH pa3BUBAIUCh NION
TEM K€ IIPOXJIaIHBIM BETEPKOM, KOTOPHIH 5 YyBCTBOBAJ Ha CBoey Koxke. OHa CMOTpesia Ha Hac
o0enMu pyKaMu, IIPUKPEIBAS POT, HO aXKe Ha PACCTOSTHUY 51 BUIET yKac Ha ee JIUIIE.

OHa 3aMeTua 4TO0-TO, CIPSITAHHOE OT HAC 3a JePeBbsIMHU, U yOexkasa, Koria Jiec BO300OHOBUIT CBOM
TaHeI[ ¥ cupsATai ayr. Ho OBI7I0 Maso COMHEHUH B TOM, UTO ee TOMbITKa cOexkaTh Oblia 6€3yCIIeIHOH,
TIOCKOJIBKY ITPOH3UTEIbHBIA KPUK IIOTHSIJICS JOCTATOYHO BRICOKO, YTOOBI IPOH3UTH IPUTITYIIEHHBIN
3BYK BUXPS.

“ITopam, momoxknu!” ¢ crblllian, KaK OfNUH U3 HaAIIMX o0afaTesiell Meda I103BaJjl C APYTOM CTOPOHEI
KOMaHAH. “Bo3pMu MeHs ¢ cobol, moxanyicra!”

[Tomynanpa cXBaTwI €ro 3a Iiedo: “AX, Tl CyKMH ChIH. TH IIpepas Hac cervac? IIpsamo nmepen
HCIILITaHuEM?”

Ha nuie IIpegaTeiid He OBLIO CThIA4, KOT'Ja OH OT'JIAHYJICA Hd HETO.



“Huuero nuuynoro Kaiipo, Tl 9T0 3Haellb. Ha30BUTE 9TO UHTYHULIMEN UTK YE€M-TO €Ille, HO 51 He BEPI0
,4TO Hallla TeKylllasg KOMaHAa CMOXET BepPHYThCS B narepb. CHayana HEKOTOPhIE U3 HAIIUX YJIE€HOB
MEHSIIOThCS Ha JTIofiel, He 3Hawumx 06 0X0Te, IIOTOM HaM BOPYT HYKHO UATH IOCIIETHUMU? ITO
CJIMILKOM T'PSI3HO, ¥ 9TO CUTHAJI K Heyzaaude.”

OH c6pocu pyKy CBoero OLIBIIIETO MMapTHEpPA C TJieYa W BCTAJ epef apko# C Opyroi KOMaHIOMH.

OH orngHyICS Ha3af,.

“WU3BuHY, JluMa, HO 1 PUCKHY C HUMU.”

C TakuM e yCIIeXOM OH MOT JiepXkKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe, IOTOMY 4To JIMMa HUKaK He pearupoBasa Ha
€ro CJIoBa U He CBOAMIIA T'Jla3 C ABUXKYIINXCS NepeBheB. 3MeHeHre KOHGUTYpaluy JaOupuHTa
Ha4vajo0 3aMeIsAThCsI U Pe3K0 OCTAHOBUJIOCH, KOTJAa Ha CBeYe KaMEeHHOM [IeBHI IIOSIBUJIOCEH SIPKOE
mIams.

[TostBUJICST HOBBIY ITyTh B JIeC, CAEIAHHBIN U3 CBedel U OesIbX 1IBETOB.

C kpukoM [Topam Gpocuics B apKy CO CBOMMH JTIOObMU IPSIMO 3a HUM. CBeva apKu Ioracia, U 4epes
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI] pa3rpaHNYKBAIOIINe JINHUY CHeJIaIN TO Ke caMoe B OBICTPOH
TIOCJIeOBATEIFHOCTH, PACCHINAsICh B HUUTO.

Temneps MbI OBIM €IMHCTBEHHEIMH JTIIOObMHE, CTOSIBIIAMH TPl apKo# 1 0e3XXM3HEHHEIM JIECOM, C
TSXKEJIBIM MOJTYaHKMEeM, KOTOPOe B UTOTe NIPepBaioCh MPOKIISITUIMY Hallero I1epcuackoro KoTa
BJIafeomero 00IbIIMM MEYOM.

HaBepH0e, g OJOJIZKEH CIIPOCHUTE €T0 UM4.

“Bymet merde c4uTaTh, YTO BCS 3Ta ClieHa Oblyla MpUAyMaHa, YTOOH HAIyraTh HAC B CJIETYIOUIUN pas,
KOT[la THl ee YBUMOUIIbL. ITO CTAHOBUTCSA HAMHOI'0 MEHee BIlevaTIdoouM,” cKka3ana JluMma c
HETIPUHYKOEHHbIM TOHOM, KOTOPBIY Ka3aJiCsl HeeCTeCTBeHHBIM. “CBedy ITOKa3bIBal0T HaM IIyTh, HO
OHM He IIPOCYIIECTBYIOT NOCTATOYHO AOJT0, YTOOBI MBI CMOTTIM J0OpaThCS OO Nyra. Kak TonbKO OHU
MCYe3HYT, 1 Oyay BeCTH Hac 10 KOHIIa.”

4 4yTh He crpocun “Kak”, HO B IIOCJIEIHUN MOMEHT OTKa3aJICd OT 3TOTro. {1 moBepsis ee
CITOCOOHOCTSIM, HO C HHIHEIITHUM HAaCTPOEHWEeM KOMaH[IH, 110001 HaMeK Ha HeOIpeeIeHHOCTh B ee
OTBETE, BEPOSITHO, CTAHET ITOCTIeIHEN Kalljel, KOTopas OTIPABUT IPYTUX OXOTHUKOB JOMOM.

TonCTHIE KOT CMOTPETT Ha Hee MIHPOKO PACKPHITEHIMU T'Jla3aMy C HemoBepueM: “Thl MOXKeIIb OBITh
cepbe3HOU. THI BCe ellle Xouelns BouTu? [locne Bcero aToro?”

“Bapnad, ecnu TH epenyMar, Thl MOXKeIb UATH,” TI0XKaja OHa IiedaMu. “Ha camom perne, ecnu KTo-
TO ellle COMHEBAeTCs U X04eT c0exkaThb, TO YXOOUTe ceryac... Kpome OmBappa, TH BCe ellle uuelb?”



qa IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee. Ee TOBAPHUIIX 10 KOMaHOe He MOTI'JIM BUJETh 3TO, TaK KaK OHAa CMOTpPEJIa Ha JIeC,
HO €€ KOCTSIIKHK OBIJIM O€JIBIMK OT TOI'O, KaK IIJIOTHO €€ IIaJIbIIbI OBLITH O6epHy'TI:»I BOKDPYT €€ KOIIb4.

¢ 3Has, 4TO OHa IbITanach CAesaTh, ¥ AyMaJjl O BMEIIaTeNlbCTBE, HO 51 OBIJT HE B TOM ITOJIOKEHUH,
yTOOHI CHIeNIaTh 9TO. JIIOIM MOTJIM YMEPETh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

“KoHeuHO0,” cKa3an 4. “4d 3gech pagu sagep.”

“M=bI cMOkKeM coOpaTh UX BO BPeEMS BTOPOM IIOJIOBHHBEI OXOTHI, & 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO Y MEHS €CTh [Ba
TUTYJIOBAHHBIX UCCIIEIOBATENS U elle onuH BouH KpacHoro Kpecta. MHe 0osbllle HUKTO He HYXKEH.
Taxk 4To0 ma.

HepeBbH CHOBa Ha4aJIu OBUT'ATHCA.

“9to 6e3ymue,” cka3as KOT B OpoHe. “Bcst Hallla cTpaTerus Hayasa pa3pyllaThCs, KOTAa 3TOT
YeJIOBeK MOSIBUJICA U3 HUOTKYyHa. A Telepb Thl YMPEIb, IIPOCTO YTOOHL. ..

“Bapnad,” mpepsana nmonynanga. “Kak gaBHO T 3Haesb JIumy? O4eBUOHO, UTO OHA IBITAETCS
CHIT'paTs B repos.”

AX ma, g y¥e CHBIIIaJ ero UMs, IoayMarlt 5.

”I‘IT'"

“OHa CITUIIKOM yTIpsiMa, 4YToOBI coaBaThes,” mpopmonxkui Kaiipo. “Ho JIuma cuuTaeT, 4TO 0XOTa,
BEPOSITHO, 3aKOHYUTCS TJI0X0, KaK 1 BHI ¢ [TopamoM. Tak 4TO Temeph OHa MBITAETCS 3aCTaBUTh HAC
cbexartn.”

“9T10... BOT moyeMy THI He MBITANIACh yHAepKaTh 3TOr0 IPUAYypKa OT yxoma?” CIpocusia TUTpPULa ¢
TSKEJI0 BRIMJIAAAIIKMMY CTaJbHBIMU ITIepYaTKaMu.

“... eCITA OH MIeMCTBUTEIFHO OYMAET, YTO Y Hero TaM OOJIbIle IITaHCOB..." 3TO BCE, YTO ST CMOT
YCIBIIATh U3 CMYIIeHHOT0 OopMoTanus JIuMbl. OMHAKO S He MPOIYCTHII, YTO ee JIUIIO0 IIOKPACHETIO.

“TCK, TCK,” yCIBIIIAI S OT MOT4YalIuBOX JIaMbl C3afH.

“Tebe cTOUT OPOCUTH ITY MPUBLIUKY, JInMa,” Kaiipo coruysncs. “Msl MPHUIIUIH CIOfla BMECTE, MBI yiiieM
BMecTe.”

“fl He mOHMMAlO, YTO XKe Tak IIyraeT Bac, JIOOY,” BMellascs JIy4YHUK. ‘Y Hac eCTb UCCIenoBaTenu!
910 OymeT, Kak CheCcTh KyCOK nupora!”



“Kaxk ThHI OyMae€lIllb, TEI XOYEIlb 3TOT'0 60HBH.Ie, YeM MBI? ITO TO, YTO THI II0JIy4a€elIllb, KOr'ga
IMO3BOJIsiellb CTAPIIMM OXOTHUKAM 2KAdPHUTH CBOM MO3T-"

“Xopor1uo, xopo1ro, foctaToyHo!” Brinanuia JIuMa ogHgB pyKuy. “f MOHANIa, U MHE XaJllb.”

4 noxmonan ee 1o cuuHe. OHa genana TO e caMoe CEerogHs YTPOM, KOTr'dd IIBITA/IaCh YﬁTH 0e3 MeHs.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB el IPUIETCS MOHSTh, YTO JIUAEPCTBO He O3HAYaeT MPUHUMATh KaXkI0e pelleHue 3a
IPYTHUX.

TyT u TaM OBITI0O HECKOJIBKO CMEINKOB, ¥ C HUMHU YaCcTh HEPBO3HOCTH T'PYNIEH yina. Korga XKeHIIrHa B
OesioM IyIaThe BO BTOPOM pa3 MOSIBUIACh B KOHIIE ITYTH, €e KPUK, Ka3aloCh, 0Ka3ajl MeHbIllee
BIUSHUE Ha TPYIIY.

“Y Hac ecTh TOJIBKO [Ba pelHAXKepa, II03TOMY [JaBalTe MONpobyeM COXPaHUTh UX B KUBHIX,” CKa3aja
JInuma c o6peTeHHOM yBepeHHOCThI0. “f 6ymy pykoBoguTh 6opiiom Kpacuoro Kpecra, a 60IIb!
no3aboTaTcs o ¢prmaHrax. Mbl 0CTaBUM THIJI IS MaCTEPOB Meyda ¥ MOJIOTKaA.

“MeHns 30ByT Banu,” cKa3asa TsXKeJblid Oopel, meKas majbliaMy 10 Mepe MpUOInKeHus.

“IIpusgTHO TO3HAaKOMHUTHCS, banmu,” ckadasna JIuMa, cinerka KUBHYB POraToi feByIIKe, KoTopas Oblia
naxe BoImle ee. “I1ad IPOCT, MBI JOIKHEBL IPOMTH KaK MOXKHO Aasiblile 10 TOTO, KaK IIOracHyT CBEYH.
[Tocrne aToro Halla 3aflada COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOHI yIIPABIIATh Halllel BEIHOCIMBOCTHIO U pa300paThCs
CO BCEeM, 4YTO Hallla I'PyIia BCTPETUT, I0OKa MBI HE JOCTUTHEM JIyTa.”

“KaxeTcs, IOCTaTOYHO IIPOCTO,” cKa3ana banm.

KomaHnpa crnefgoBaia MHCTPYKUMSM JIMMbL ¥ BRICTPOUJIA 3aIIUTHYIO I'PYIIIY BOKPYT JIyYHUKA U MEHS,
3a uckmouyenueM Toncroro KoTa, KOTOporo oHa He BK/IIOYXJIA B CBOU JUPEKTHUBHL.

OH HEJI0BKO CTOSITT B CTOPOHE C ero 0O/IbIIMM MeYoM B pyKax. Kasamock, OH XOTeJ 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO
CTIOBa He TOKuganu ero pra. OcTanabHas YacTh KOMaH/H Bejla cebs Tak, Kak Oy[To ero He
CYIIECTBOBAJIO. ITO MOTJIO IIPOU30UTH M3-3a PAa309apOBaHuUsI, HO Y MEHs OBIIO OIIYIIeHKe, YTO 3TO
IIOTOMY, YTO OHHU He XOTEeJIM KaKuM-Ti00 00pa30M IIOBIHUATL Ha €0 pelleHue.

“IIpuBeT, SxBapH, y HaC ellle He OBUIO BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOTOBOPHUTD,” CKa3ajia MOs KoJijleTa pelHAKeD.
“d Kunya. EcTh 11 KaKue-TO HaBLIKY C TBOUM OpPYXKHMEM, 0 KOTOPHIX 5 MOXKHa 3HaTh? Kakue-HuOynb
BCOBILKKU? KpuTHueckue ygape?”

OHa Takxke OblJTa CMEeChI0 3Bepel, Ube MPOUCXOXKAEHNE OBITIO TPYOHO ONMPEEeUTh, HO YTO-TO B €€
O0IBIIKX T7Ia3aX U IIOJI0CATOM XBOCTE 3aCTaBUJIO0 MEHS 3aAyMaThCs O JIEMYype.



HeCMOTpH Ha ee OTHOCUTEJIbHO HeOOJIbIIoHN pa3Mep, B ee KOJIYaHe OBILIIM BIIEYATIISIOMINE CTAIbHEIE
CTpeJIbl, OO0HA M3 KOTOPBIX Obllla HArOTOBE Yy €ee JIyKa.

“Hudero Ha caMoM [ienie,” cKa3an 1. “Bce, 4To g MOTy fenaTh, 3TO CTPeNnsaTh. MHe He HyKHO OynmeT
YIIPaBIIATE CBOUMH IIyJIIMHU.”

“Ox. XM... ITO OeNCTBUTENIbHO XOPOIIO0,” CKa3ajia OHa C HaTSHYTOM yIIOKON, IpeXae YeM B3T/ISIHYTh
Ha OBUXKYIIHNECS JepeBbs C Topa3zno O0bInel pPelrMOCThi0, YeM IIPeXKe.

XoT4 4 He C06I/IpaJ'ICF{ 3daCTaBJIATh €€ YyBCTBOBATh, YTO OHA €AMHCTBEHHAA HACTOAIIAAa pefIHI[}KepKa,
He OBII0O HUYEero IIJIOXOT0 ¢ HeOOIbITHM OOIIOJIHUTENbEHEIM YYBCTBOM CPOYHOCTH. HOSTOMy s
OTJIAHYJICA B ITIOMCKaX Mapy W YBUIEJI, YTO OHa CTOUT IIPAMO I103aJ MEHA U €€ MeY BCe €eIlle B
HOXHaX.

“410?” pABKHYJA OHA C IBHBIM IIPE3PEHUEM.

“IIpocTo He ymMmupau, Xopomo?” ckasaj g eu.

4 maXke He MOT TIPEIOJIOKUTE, CKOJIBKO ITPOOIEM CBATUTLCSI MHE Ha IIJIeYH, €C/U C Hel CITy4YuTCs
4YTO-HUOYIb CEpbe3HOeE.

Opuako Moe 6ecriOKOMCTBO, Ka3ajloCh, TOILKO pasgpakajo ee elle 00Jiblle, TOCKOIbKY €€ XMYPHhIi
B3TJISIM CTall ellle MpavyHee.

“MHe He HyKHa TBOSI 3a60Ta, MepTBOTrIa3bil,” MPOIIKIIESa OHA C JOCTaTOYHEIM THEBOM, YTOOH TaMa
C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO TIOCMOTPENIA Ha Hee. “f mpepmmnaraio Tebe mobecrmoKouThCS 0 cebe.”

“Ono npubnuxkaeTcs, npegynpenusn Kaipo.

Korpa nec 3akanuuBarn IIepeTaCoOBEIBAThE JEPEBBI, TOJICTBIA KOT BRIPYTAJICA U IIOOOIIETI, YTOOBI 3aHSATh
MeCTO C3agy, C ME4OM Ha IIJIede.

“4l akTHBUPYI0 YIIOPCTBO OXOTHHKA, IPOBOPYAJI OH. “f OTMEHIO ero, KaK TOJIBKO CKOPOCTh
IepecTaHeT UMeTh 3HaUeHUe, [JIs COXpaHeHUs MOeW BEIHOCIIMBOCTH, II03TOMY He YIUBIISUTECE,
KOTZla BBl BHE3AIHO IoTepseTe OyCT.”

“Takoy mo30p,” moceToBan oguH u3 OOUIOB. “f1 Cc HeTepleHueM XKMaJjl, Kak Bel OyfeTe Ha3bIBaTh MEHS
CTapIuM, KOrga Mel BepHeMcs.”

JIuMa OTJISIHyJIach Ha MOCJIeNOBaBIINM CMeX, ee 0OBIYHO YEPHHIE Tla3a CTajld Tellephb IOTHOCTHIO
KPACHLIMHU. f1 3aMeTHUs TO XKe caMoe M3MeHeHue C IPYTrUMU OXOTHUKAMHU. “Ilail HaM MOBOM, YTOOLI MBI
He MelIIaJid TBOeH Ilenu,” cKa3ajla OHa MHe. “Takxke-”



“Ou,” mpepsain s, MOJI0XKUB PYKY, HafEsCh YTEUIUTH ee. {1 3aMeTHuI1, 4TO OHa APOXKHUT, HECMOTPS Ha ee
TIOTIBITKYM CKPHITH 3TO. “Bce OymeT xoporro.”

OHa y7neIOHYTIach ¥ IIOCMOTpEJIa IIPSIMO BIIePef, ee CIIMHA CIeTKa BHIIPSMUIACh.

KoHeuHO, OHa He MOTJIa 3HAaTh, YTO 3TO MMPeIHA3HAYaI0Ch TOJILKO IJIS Hee. & He MOT yTBEPKIATh,
HACKOJIBKO 51 MOT ObI IIOMOYb, HO ST HE COMHEeBAJICS, YTO XKU3Hb ee Oe3BIMSIHHBIX Apy3el He OyneT
MUMeTh [IJIg MeHs O0JIbIIOro 3HaYeHUsI, €CIIM BCe MOMUET 110 XyALIeMY CIeHapHIo.

“Tak XkKe, KaK Mbl TDEHMPOBAIUCh,” CKa3asa oHa. “d ucnonb3yw TpeneT OXOTH, KaK MOXKHO CKopee.”

Kakumu Ov1 Hu ObUTH 3)D(PEKTH 9TUX HABEIKOB, OHM, Ka3aJIoCh, paboTaau TOIBKO Ha OXOTHHUKOB, TaK
KaK B MOeM CTaTyce He OblJI0 HUKaKWX U3MEeHEHUH... U OHU OBIIM He eIUHCTBEHHBIMHU, Ha KOTOPBIX
oHu Obu. KOpOTKME BCIIBIIIKY CBETA BOKPYT UX KYJIAaKOB U HE€CTECTBEHHBIE UCKPHI, JIETSLINE 10
Kpalo UX JIe3BUH, YKa3bIBAIH, YTO KAXKIBIH OXOTHUK TAKXKe aKTUBUPOBAJI OMHO UJIU HECKOJIBKO
WHOWUBUOYAIbHBEIX HABHIKOB.

,E[epeBbs{ OCTaHOBHUIIUCE, U 51 B I'IOCJ'[eI[HI/Iﬂ Pa3 TIOIIPABUII XBATKY BUHTOBKH.

“He ocTaHaBnIMBauTECh, IIOKa A UAY.”

IInaMs moSBUIOCH Ha BEpPIINHE KaMeHHOM’ CBe€4H, U MEI moOexxanu.

Ha MraoBeHme HH4ero He OLBIIO CJIBIITHO, KPOME TAZKEJIOTO OhIXaHW A, 3ByKa B€TPa, CBUCTAIIETO B
MOHUX yIIaX, ¥ YOapOB CaIlOT O 3€MJII0 U XPYCTAIINE JINCThA.

OHu OBICTPHIE.

He Tak OpICTPO, YTOOBI 1 130 BCEX CHJI ITBITAJICS HE OTCTaBaTh, HO S 3aCTaBJISI celsl.

JIuma u Banu ObUIH Ha CBOUX MeCTaX, KdK U IINTaHUPOBAJIOCh, BCETO B HECKOJIBLKUX METPAX MEXOY
HaMH.

BupneHue Halllero oKpyxkeHus ObIJI0 IIJIOXUM, HO ellle He IPo06IeMoH, TIOCKOIbKY HaM XBaTaslo JTydel
paccBeTa, IIPOXOASAIIUNX CKBO3b IEPEBhs, U MEPIAIOIIUX CBedel, YTOOh pasrisaeTh
PUOIMKAIOUIMECS IPETSITCTBYS ¥ BIIaAUHBI Ha MECTHOCTH.

M&I, HaBepHOE, BCe OJHOBPEMEHHO IMOHSIM, YTO Hac HALIIHU. FCHBIM 3BYK KOIIBIT OTPA3UIICS Cpefu
IIepPeBLEB 3a70JITO [0 TOT0, KaK MBI YBUIEIH €T0 IIPOUCXOXKICHHE.

¢ maxe He yBHUJIEJ ITEPBOT0, IIOTOMY YTO MOJIHMEHOCHAs cTpesa KuHya ocTaBUIa 3TO CKYJIUTh



Imo3aagu Hac.

Ho cneBa oT MeHs MOSIBUNIACh TpyIilla U3 TpeX, YTO CKaKaJld PAAOM C HaMU Ha JOCTATOYHOM
PacCCTOsAHHNH, 4TOOBI OHU OBILITH CKPEITHL B TEHH, HO HE HACTOJIBKO JaJIeKO, YTOOHI I HE 3aMETHUJI
6ecnopﬂu0qu Pa3MelIeHHbIE 2KEJIThIE I''Ta3ad Ha WX 'PDOTECKHBIX CUIIY3TaX.

¢ He MOT MCKaTh XKU3HEHHO BaXKHbIE OPTaHHBl, TAK Kak 5 JaXxke He 3HaJl, YeM OHU Oblnu. [ToaTomy s
IIPOCTO HaIleIUICS Ha XKeNThM OJIecK 1 Haxkajl Ha KYpOK.

Mos 1enb YyIIajla, OCTaBJIEHHAsd ABYMS OPYTUMU 0e3 BHUOMWMBIX peaKHHfI. 3a HUMHA HpI/IGJ'II/I}KaJ'II/ICB
HOBEI€ CKOIIJIGHHS I'Jla3.

OHU XOYyT OCTa/IbYI0 YaCTH CTaHu.

3aTeM OHH IIOMLITAIKNChH OBl 3aBaJINTh HAC CBOUM KOJINYEeCTBOM, 1 3TOI'O HeJIb3s51 OBLITO JOOIIYCTHUTH. K
COXKaJIeHHWIO, TOIbKO OBa YeIOBeKa B HaIllel TpyIine uMejan BOSMOZKHOCTE IIPOPEZKUBATE TOJIITY OO0
KOHTAKTa.

“Bo3bpMU CTONIBKO, CKOJIBKO CMOXKEIb!” KPUKHYT 51 KuHya.

Mosi BUHTOBKA B3peBesia B OBICTPOM IOCIE0BAaTEIbHOCTH, YPOHUB ellle TBOMX ONHUXKauIInX
HallafaBIIUX U 3aCTABUB CTBOJIH IEPEBLEB, B KOTOPHIE OHU BPe3asiiCh, B30PBATHCS OCKOJIKAMU,

CKOpOCTB, C KOTOPO# TaCjIi CBeYH, YBEJIMYMUIIACh, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha Haluly COOCTBEHHYIO CKOPOCTb, Iy Th
CBEeTa MEeXOY OCHOBHOM I'PYNIOH 1 6eTyHaMu BIEPENU UCYE3.

Hu peBa, HU KpUKOB, HEOBITIO HUUEro. f1 MPOmoIKal CTPEIsATh, ¥ HEMble 3BePHU MPOCTO MPOMOIKAIH
npuONIuKaThC. 1 yKe IIOTEePSIIT CUeT, CKOIbKO S COUIT, ¥ 3TO, Ka3ajloCh, HE UMeJI0 3HAUeHHs, BUMS,
KaK Ha HallleM IyTU OB OeCSTKYU 3alacCHBIX.

“Unm ciopa!” Ycnwiman s KpuK bany 1 mocMoTpen Bepeq, TOJIbKO YTOOH YBUAETh, KakK OBa 3Beps
OpocarTcs K Hel, citabble OTHU, OCBETHIIM KPUBHIE POTa, MOKPHIBAIOIINE UX TEJa.

“OcTtopoxHo!” mpexnynpenuna Jluma, HO ee pockba He ObINa yCbIlIaHa, KOTOa poraTasi OeByIKa
IIPHITHYJIa K IEPBOMY Bpary 4 yapuia ero JIOKTEM C JOCTaTOYHOM CUJION, YTOORI OH Bpe3asach B
OnuxKaliiee IepeBo, He 3aMeMNIsIsiCh HU B MaJleHIel CTeeH .

”BOOyy! n

Ona IepexBaTujia BTOPOT'O I'OJILIMUA PYKaMU U 3aCMesJIacCh, IOCIaB €TI0 B OJHO IIJIaBHOE
BpalllaoIleeCd OIBUXKEHHUE.



[TponeTast HaJg HAMM, COITPOBOXKIAEMEIN CIIEOOM CJIIOMAaHHBIX KOCTEH, 51 BIIEPBLIE PealbHO YBUIE
Bpara. YacTu ero rHOMHOM PAKOBOM IIJIOTH, KOTOPHIE He OBITM MPOH3EHH HAPOCTaMU KOCTEH U
rina3amu 6e3 BeK, UMeJU HeolpeeneHHy0 popMy, Kak y KabaHa. Ho Ha 3TOM CX0[ICTBO
3aKaHYMBAJIOCh, IOTOMY UTO TaM He OBLI0 HUYero, KpoMe 3USIOIIel JLPEl ¢ OMBHSIMU B TOM MECTE,
rIe moimxHa Ovlta OBITH TOJI0BA.

4 oTopBan B3TJAL OT 9TOTO, HalesICh, YTO OCTaIbHAs YaCTh KOMaHOH He Oblila CTOMb XKe
M00OTILITHOM, KaK s, HO O6J1egHEIe JTUIla IBYX O0MIIOB C MOEU CTOPOHHE HaMeKasly Ha
IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHOE.

MepBOCTB OGPYHII/IJ'IaCB roge-To 1mo3agu HacC, ¥ 3TO OBLT CUTHAT OJjisg ero C06paTBeB K aTakKe.
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