[TepBoe, uTo mouyBCTBOBAJ JIeo — Temmo. 2Kapkoe, 00BOJTaKKUBAIOIIEEe TEIJIO, MPUSITHOE U
paccrabmnsiomiee. OTKPHIB TJ1a3a, TapeHb B3APOTHYJI, MTOHSB, YTO HAXOMUTCS B HOBOIBHO OOJIBIIION
BaHHE UJU faxe OacceliHe, BHIOXKEHHOM KaMHSIMU. OOPBIBOYHEIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS HAXJILIHY TN
XaOTHUYHBIM IIOTOKOM KapTUHOK, ¥ JIeo BCKOYHJI, IIONCO3HATENIEHO BHOBD OIMYTUB Ce0sT mepe[ JTUIIOM
OTTaCHOCTH, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT COOKY pa3[asicsi 3HaKOMBIN T'0JI0C:

— Oyx. Tel ouHysca! Bce xopoio, — oTBepHYBIIUCH, lIIaKKO, HaXOOAIIAsACA B BOLe II0 IIel0, CKOCUIIa
rJla3a Ha CTOSIIIETO B BOJE MTapHS U, IOTPY3UBILUCEH YYTh HUXKE, YTO-TO IIPOOyIbKaia BMECTO CJIOB.

MenyieHHO ONyCTUBIIKCH B BOAY, JIeo pacTePSIHHO OCMOTPEJICS, [TOCTIe Yero HalllyTall Ha I'oJI0Be
ClIokKeHHoe moJioTeHIe. Takoe ke OeJloe IOIOTEHIIe Jiexkano Mexnay yirek [ITakko, Bce-Taku
PEIIUBIIENCS CerkKa BHIHEIPHYTh U3 BOMHL.

[opsiunii UICTOYHUK HaXOOUJICS BEICOKO B ropaX, CPedy CHera, OTTOT0 KOHTPACT MeXAy Tropsdein
BOZIOM ¥ IIPOXJIafHBIM OKPYZKAIOIINM BO3TyXOM Ka3ajcs 0COOeHHO CUJIbHBIM. PacmooKeHHBIN I0UYTH
Ha Kpalo CKJIOHA, BOOeM OBLI OTOPOKEeH HeOObIINM KaMeHHBIM 3a00PYMKOM, ITO3BOJISIOLIIM
YBUIETb PACKUHYBIIYIOCS BHU3Y MaXUHy AKaleMUH, OKPYKeHHYI0 o0lakaM¥, a ellle HUXe,

y MIOIHOXKUS, MOXKHO OBLIO aXke yJIOBUTh OTOHBKU ITOCEJIEHHU S, HO BCE 3TO MEPKJIO Ilepen
IIPEKPacHEIM BUIOM 3BE3IHOT0 Heba.

Ha TeppuTOpuu OHCIHA MOXKHO OBITIO YBUAETH €llle HECKOJIbKO BOLOEMOB, KaXK bl U3 KOTOPHIX
HEIIPEePBIBHO IIONOJIHAICA BOOOM, OT KOTOPOM IIeJI IOJIyIIPO3paydyHbli I1ap, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO
KYIaIIIUXCS BOKPYT 00JIblile He OBIIO.

OCTOPOXKHO MPUCIOHUBUINCH CIIMHOM K TEIJILIM KaMHSM, JIeo BHITEP BCIOTEBIIEE JIUIIO U, II0OKaYaB
T'OJIOBO#, BEIIOXHYJT — YK€ Ka3aBUIUXCS CIIUIITKOM IIPUBLIYHBIMU XPUIIOB HEe OBITIO CIIBIIIHO,
ma u 1o 001IeMy cCaMO4YyBCTBHIO JIeo ITOHUMAJ, YTO HelyT OTCTYIIHI.

— He 3Halo, Kak, HO cracu60, — pacTepsIHHO CKa3all TapeHb, TOCMOTPEB Ha HeaBuxKUMYIO Ilakko.
TonbKo ceityac oH 00paTUI BHUMaHUE Ha TO, UTO B ee OEJIOCHEKHBIX BOJIOCaX KPACUBBIM KPACHBIM
TISITHOM BBIFEJISITICS ITPEKPACHBIN IIBETOK, BRITTISIASINNYN TakK, 6yaTo ObI €70 TOJIBKO YTO COPBAJIH.

— Papia, uto Tebe myullie, — cAepPKAHHO OTBETHIIA JIUCHIIA, IIIEBENIbHYB YIIIKOM. — JTO 2Ke Hamo ObITo
Tak 3a0607eTh! ToIbKO MOMPOOYH ellle pa3 MOXOAK B MOKPOM IO X0JIOAy! — CTporo moGaBuia KUIYHI,
u Jleo u3man cMemok. — A eire Te6e Hy?KeH HAMOPAHUK! — BCIIOMHWMJIA IEBYIIKa O PacCKase
6abymKu.

— 0-0... { u Tax Bpope He CIUIIKOM MHOT0 00JITai, — YCMEXHYBIINCE, cKa3as Jleo. — Hy xoporo.
Kak ke MHe 0TCIOfa BHIMTH TOTHa? — 00Be[s B3TJIAIOM OKPYXKAIIIUH CHEeT, JIeo IPOgOIIKIT
yneIbaThCs, BUAS 3aMelraTenbcTBo [Ilakko.

— 9T10 — mpyroe. LlenebHbIe TopssYne UCTOYHUKY ellle HUKOMY He Bpegunu! M BooOIre, Takoi
raiug3uH, Kak Thl, KOHEYHO XKe He OIeHUT YCUIuH... BXo[ cioga — MpUBUIETUS IIpenofaBaTenen,
TOJIBKO O4Y€Hb OTJIUYMBIINECS YUEHUIIBI MOTYT ITO3BOJIUTH cebe IomacTh cofa. Tak-To! — QBIPKHYB,
ob6bsiBuia [llakko, Xx0oTeBIast ObIIO CII0XKUTL PYKHU IO I'PYABIO, HO, OLIEHUB, YTO BOJA MOXKET OBIThH



CJIMIIKOM ITPO3PavyHOM, MPUKPHLIa cebs.

— Taxk MBI BCe-TaK¥ BBIATPANIn? — YTOYHUI Jleo, u ywky IITakKO B3OPOTHYIIH.

— ThI HUYEro He IOMHHUIIL? — OCTOPO2KHO ITIOMHTEPECOBAJIaCh JIMCUYKA.

— Hy... Iloxoxke, 4TO s IepeycepacTBoBajl, — BUHOBATO I104YecaB 3aThUIOK, JIeo B3TOXHYII.
— XO0po1110, YTO THI HEeNA.

— EcTecTBeHHO, 4TO MHe cHenaeTcsi, — o0ukeHHO 3asiBuia Illakko, 3akycuB ryby. — To ecTs,
BOOOIIE He ITIOMHHUIIb, YeM BCe KOHYHIIOCh? — HACTOMYMBO CIPOCHJIA JIMCHIIA, CMOTPS IPSIMO B I'JIa3a
Jleo.

— TosgBumack Kakas-To XUTPOMypas Juca C MajbIM Ha ITOATIEBKaX, S eTro llapalHyJl MaJleHbKO,
IIOTOM TMTaHTCKuM ckeneT... OX, g XKe Med mocessn! — COKpyIIeHHO cKa3an Jleo.

— U? — c emme 6obIINM HaXXUMOM cKa3asa [Ilakko, HepBHO IIeBesIs YIIKaMH.

— W3BunHu. Ecnu Tebe 3a apeHAy IPUILIOCH CTOJIBKO paboTaTh, TO CTPAIIHO MPEACTABUTh, CKOJIBKO
IIPeIBbSBUIIY 32 BECh M€Y, — IIPOHOJIKUII CBoe Jleo.

— W?! — Ilakko maxe MpPUBCTaja, ¥ B3TJIA[ MapHS MaIlMHAILHO CKOJIB3HYJI 110 00HAXKEHHOU T'PYAH,
HO Jleo TyT ke oTBepHYyICcA. — XeHTau! baka!

— 4 He mpocun 3ane3aTh CO MHOM B OOHY BaHHY, — Ipo6opMoTai JIeo, HO 10 HeMY He ObIJIO BUAHO,
YTO OH XOTh KalleJIbKy CMyTHIICS.

— A s u He 00 aTom! JIeo-6aka! — mpomoiKuia 00KMKeHHO TOBOPUTH IIlakko, 0O6HSB cebs.

— Pa3 BEIMTPAJIA, MO2KEIIb 386paTb U3 MOel OOJIK CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO HY2KHO, — OTBETHUII IIAPEHB.

— Hwudero He octanocs ot gonu! Bee yumno Ha neyenue! — gacTo peiiia, [IIakKo OngTh ONyCTUIIACh
B BOZIy ¥ 4YTO-TO IIpoOyJIbKaa.

— Ox. Ts Bempb x0Te1a cebe XBOCT, — BCIIOMHUB, JIeo mokadas rojaoBoi. ITociie Bcex pacCTPOMCTB
OH OIIEHMJI TTOCTYTIOK JIEBYIIKH, ITPOMEHSIBILIEH TaKyi0 BO3MOXKHOCTh Ha ero jedenne. KoHewyHo,
MOKHO OBIJIO IIPEIIIOI0KNUTE, YTO 0TUYacTH IIlakKO mernana 9To u [Jis ce0si ToxKe, 110 KaKOH-TO
IIPUYKHEe OllacasiCh HAXOOUTCS B ITape C MUKO, HO YK TOYHO He TaKOH IIeHOM.

«Kakoro gyepTa yteyeHre BooOIle Takoe JOporoe?» — moayMail npo cefst napeHs, HO He CTall
pa3BUBaAThH 3Ty TEMY.



— Bymnp-6ynb! — oTBeTHIa nuca, KpacHas TO JIX OT CMYIIEHHUS, TO JIU OT JKapHl.

— 3Haelb, ellle paHbllle Y MeHs Oblla OflHa UelKa, — BOOMYIIEBIEHHO Hayall paccka3kBaTh JIeo.

— Pa3 yX g He, KXM, — OCMOTPEBIINCH, TapEeHb PELINJI He TPOU3HOCUTD JINIIHUY Pa3 BCIYX TO, O YeM
TOBOPUTH He CllefyeT, — He TaK CHUJIbHO CBS3aH BallMMM 00BIYasiMu, TO Mor OwI, HY... [Tog3apaboTaTth
MOHETOK ¥ MMO0KEePTBOBATh UX OJHOU 3HAKOMOMU JIKCE.

— EpukaTa He MOTyT Tak fienaTh, — cKasana IIlakko, IIocJie Yero HaBOCTPHIIA VIIKH, a Jleo KUBHYIL.

— HwmenHo.

— 4... 4 He MOTy TaK IIOCTYIUTb. ITO HEMIPABUIBHO, — ITOKa4aB ronoBol, [llakko 3akycuia ryoy,
IIOCJIe Yero IIoCMOoTpesia Ha Jleo rpycTHEIMU I'Jla3aMu. — Tak jierye, fa... Ho 3T0 BCe paBHO 4TO
IIPU3HATh, UTO S He CITocoOHa caMa 3apaboTaTh cebe Ha XBOCTHUK.

B3pmoxuys, Jleo omepcs Ha CTeHKY moynoOHee U, YIRIOHYBIINCH HEOY, CKa3a:

— TBI CIMIIKOM IIpaBUJIbHAA OJId GYHTapKI/I.

— Xa-xa. A THI Ipe[JIaraerib CIUIITKOM 0€CYeCTHhIE BEIIH [IJIST TOT'0, KTO CTPOUT U3 cebsi XOPOIIero
napHs, — QLIPKHYB, ckalasa [llakko, BEI3BaB OTKYHa-TO IJIaBaloIINii IIOOHOC, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIIN
Yalleyky C CakKd, U TYT JKe OIMPOKUHYIa B ce0s MOPIHUI0 HATUTKA, 3aKAIIISIBIIKCS.

— C To060it Bce xopoIo? — 06eCIIOKOEHHO CIIpocut JIeo, HO JTMCHIIA TUIb OTMaxHyIach, BCKOPe
IIpeKpaTUB KalllJigTh. Tereps yKe flaxke ee 3aropesiblit HOCUK CJIeTKa IMOTEMHE.

— HopmanbHo, — OypkHysa IlIakko ¥ ycTaBuIach Ha JHO IIYCTOM IePEBSIHHOMN YallIeYKH.

— ThI MeHS BBIJIEUHIIA, YTOOR IOTOM OOMKATLCA? — He COBCeM IIOoHMMas, JIeo mokaydas roJI0BOH.
— Vi3BuHU. 3a 3Be3HBIN MeTasll. Pa3 yK OH HEIOHSITHO y KOTO, TO, [T0jIaraio, Thl HEBUHOBHA.
Ho 3T0 ke T0BOJ 3agyMaThCsl, KaK TaKOE MOTJIO CITYYUTHCH...

— Vry, — kaunyB ymkam#, [Ilakko moimasna ce6s Ha MBICIIM O TOM, YTO BOBCe 3abblyla 0 KaMHe.
ITa u ceiyac, Korga BBISICHUIIOCH, YTO JIeo He IOMHUT BaXKHEIX IeTalleld, ee TPEBOXKMUII0O KMEHHO 3TO.

«H kak 9T0 moHUMaTh? Ecnu HUYero He OBIIO, TO ¥ OyMaTh He O YeM, a BCE PABHO IIOYEMY-TO
Ts1Kes10. Kak-To Bce TIIyIIo MOIy4YuIoChk» — rOPECTHO B3MOXHYB, [IIakKo mOCTaBuUIa YaIlKy 06paTHO
Ha IIOIHOC.

— HyXHo OBITH TOTOBHIM, €CJIU Ta ITapo4yka BHOBb 00baBUTCS! UTOOR TeOs He 00peMeHsTh, OBLIO OB
HEIJIOXO OTBICKaTh XOTh KaKOMN-TO MeTall ¥ Ky3Hu1y. To4HO! YK BMeCTO IOTEPSHHOTO OPYXKUS
s 4TO-TO CMOT'y CKOBaTh, — yapHUB KYyJIaKOM O KyJak, Jleo 3aropescs HOBou uneeu, a [llakko, BsAIO



YNBIOHYBIIKUCH, TOCMOTPENA Ha ellle OJHY YallKy ¥ B3sija €e B PYKH.

— §1 mompoOyto y3HaTh.., — Npuryous, Illakko OMPOKMHYJIa BTOPYIO YaIlKy ¥ MOPTHYyJIa IIapy pas,
HO Korfa coOpajack IoCTaBUTh 06paTHO Ha IOGHOC, 0Ka3aioch, 9YTo OH y Jleo.

— MoxeT, Te6e XBaTUT IUThL? — 0€339MOIMOHATILHO CKa3al Jleo.

— Xo! ¥ Teb4 He crpocuina, — Orpe3HYBLIKCH, [[lakKO IOTSHYIACh 3a IIOOJHOCOM, HO OH OKa3asics
ellje fasble.

— U Bce xke.

— Tel MHe He MaMoOuKa. [la © MaMe OBIJIO OBl IIJIeBaTh. X04Uy U MbI0! — BOCK/IMKHYJIa BO3MYIIIEHHO
[Taxko ¥ MOTAHYJIACH 3a IIOGHOCOM [aJbllle, HO He yaepKajlach U HEMHOIO IIPOJIeTesia BIepe.
[TopusB rna3a, yBugena, 4To JIeo COBCEM psfoM, U TYT XKe OTIPSIHYJIA, IIOCIEIIHO OCTaB U3 BOOLL
MOKPBIH ¥ CTABIINHM Ka3aThCS HEOOJIBIITUM XBOCT, B KOTOPHIHM U BIIEIIHJIACE.

— ¢ mogymar, uto y Tebs MeHb POXKIEHUS UM YTO-TO BPOJe TOTO, HalpuMep, mobea Ha MPaKTHKE...
Ho Ha mpa3gHuKax He ObIBAaeT TaKOM MMOJAaBIEHHON MOPAAXu, — C yNIBIOKOU CKa3ai Jleo.

— U c gero O Tak pemraTh, 37

— Ankorons, fa ¥ TBOM 1BeTO4YeK. THl C HUM BHITJISAUIIL ellle KpacuBee, XOTS Ka3anock Obl, Kyma
nanblre? — oro3sascs Jleo, u lakko 3aMepria, Me[IeHHO U HeJOBePYUBO II0BEPHYB 'OJIOBY
B CTOPOHY ITapHS.

— Th TEIIePhb elle U IMIOCMeATECA Hago MHOH peUII/IJ'I?

— Emie ckaxu, 4TO KMIyH3 He 3HAIOT, YTO KPACUBEI, — MTapupoBas JIeo, CJI0XKUB PYKH Ha TPYIH.

— YTO0 XK THI TOTa Ha MEHS Jaxe He IIOCMOTDPEII, a? — BeICKa3asa Illakko, TKHYB IIaJIbYUKOM B Jleo.

— M-M? Korpma ThI BRICKOYHJIA U3 BOOBI?

— CaM [oJIXeH MOHUMATh!

— HenpunuyHo nSAMUTHCS Ha 00HaKEHHYIO XKEeHIINUHY.

— Onip! Yyms! T ke ruaayn! 2 Bunena!l — npuxkas YIIKK K roj10Be, [IIakKo 0TBEPHYIACE.
Omip! 9 'T 14 ! I



— {1 Ke MyXK4MHa, HO 9TO ¥ OTIMYAET MYXKYKUHY OT IIOXOTJIMBOTO CaMlla, — TUXO PaCCMESBIINCH,
otBeTui Jleo.

— V-y! Kak 3aroBopus! — BHOBb OI'PBI3HYJIaCh KUIYH3, HO IIPIMO Cel4ac YCIOKOUTLCSI HUKaK
He MOTJjla — CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHO OypPJIUIN 3MOIUH.

— To ecTb, 5 momKeH ObIT U CMOTPETh Ha Te0sI, U He CMOTPeTh? M TH U3-3a 3TOT0 Ha MEHS
obupnenach? — noabToxum Jleo, u [llakko BHOBL (BIPKHYIIA.

— 370 BCe croBa. Hukakou Thl He 0COOeHHEIN, KaK OBl HU IIBITAJICS AoKa3aTh oOpaTHoe. JIio6ou
I3WHKO [aeT BOJII0 cebe, CTOUT YBUIETh TOIYI0 CaMOYKy! — BHICKOYMB M3 BOMHI, IMCHYKA BCTala
Ha (HoHe NyHHOTo Heba, MOTHOCThI0 00HAXKEHHAs, CJIeTKa IMOKaYuBasi XBOCTUKOM, IT0 KOTOPOMY Bce
elre CTPyuIach BOma.

— Tebe TOYHO HeNb3sd MUTh, — MPoOYyOHUI JIeo U, ToXKe MOOHSABIINCH U3 BOMBI, COEJIA IlIar, BCe elle
CMOTpS B CTOPOHY. [eByIlKa OpoKaa, ollyuias CTpaHHOe Bo30yXKIeHue U X0JI01 TOPHOT0 BO3AyXa,
HO He cobupasack oTcTymaThcs. OHa JoKaxkeT caMa cebe, 4To 3a0iyKaanach — OH TaKOM e, KaK
IPYTHe, ¥ HET HYKOBl PAaCCTPAUBAThLCS U3-3a IOKOOHON €PYH/HL.

Emre mar. [ITakko 3akMypuach.

«41 He roTtoBa. He roroBa! A-a-a» — mozeBaB HUKHIOWO I'y0y, KUI[YHS HECKOJIbKO pa3 LINeNnHyIa
I10 TIOTIKE BJIa’KHBIM XBOCTOM, HE B CUJIaX CIIPABUTHCS C BOITHEHUEM.

Eme oxnus Becmneck. OH yXe coBceM psagoM. KaxeTcs, 0OHa MOXKeT OLIYTUTH ero fareixanue. Kacanue
[0 KOXH...

— 3aMep3Helns Xe, JypoYka, — CTAI¥B C FOJIOBH IOJI0TeHIle, JIeo 3akyTan Illakko B HETO ¥ Havasl
TOPOIIIMBO OGTHPATh, BCE €Il [aXkKe He CMOTPS B e CTOPOHY.

XJIOIIOK.

CpearupoBaB MOJIHUEHOCHO, JIeo ogHO# PyKOu OTTONIKHYI [IIaKKO, a BTOPOii BEIIEPHYJI BEPXHUHI
KaMeHb 13 00JIMLIOBKY IrOpsuero UCTOYHKKA, KOTla iepef HUM 00BbSIBUIICS HEU3BECTHBIM CUITYIT.
CBoOopHas pyKa IapHS yLeNnuaach 3a 4To-TO MATKOe, a 3aHEeCEHHBIN KaMeHb TakK U 3aMep Hafl
JINCbUMHU YUIKAMH.

— IaBaii, mec. Moe GpeHHOE TeJI0 3alUTUT TOCTOMHBIX KUITYH3 OT BpaXkeCcKux aTak, gec! U TBou
TIOXOT/IMBEHIE NAJIBIIE HE 3aCTaBsAT MEHS IepegyMaTh, Kak Obl Thl HU CTapasics, fec! — mporapaTopuia
He3HaKOMKa, 0OKa3aBIIasics coBceM psanoM c Jleo. OxHYB, apeHs yOpasl PyKy ¢ ee 00HaXKeHHOU Ipyau
¥ OCTOPOKHO IPUMOCTUJI KAMEHb Ha MECTO.

[ITakKoO, CIUIIKOM pacTepsHHas, Cpa3dy ¥ He MOHSJA, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO, HO 3aTeM THXO0 3aphivala H,



mjieras 1mo Boge, IIopaBHAIIACE CO BTOp}KeHKOfI.

— Kuky!

— Kuxky [TecOpunrep, mec! — oTBeTHIa C TOPOOCTHIO HOBAS JIUCHUIIA.

Mornonas meByliKa, Ha BU — poBecHuIla [Ilakko, ¢ MepTBeHHO-0/IeTHOM KOXKel, MeIIKaMH TI0f
r7a3aMy ¥ TYCKJIBIMU aJbIMHU I'Jla3aMy, B KOTOPHIX OyATO OBl 3aMepiia BCelleHCKas Iedaib.
[TogBenmeHHBEIe YepHBEIE OPOBH, TOHKAS MIOJI0CKA YePHOU MoMafbl Ha r'y0ax, OecTsinne UCCHHS-
YepHbIe BOJIOCH UyTh HUXKE IIJIed ¥ TaKOro XKe LBeTa yIIKU. [laxe AJIMHHBIA TUCUM XBOCT, ClIeTKa
OrecTAIMNY YX0XKEeHHOH IIIePCTKON B TYHHOM CBETE, ¥ TOT OBLI IIOJTHOCTBIO YEPHBIM, JIUIITh
HaMOTaHHas IMOBEPX HEro KpacHasi BePeBOYKa BHIIENSANIach B 9TOM MacCe YePHOTHL.

— TBost 3HAKOMasA? — yTO4YHUII JIeo, BEpHYBIINUCEH HA MECTO.

— Bpogpe Toro, — nponenuna Illakko CKBO3b 3yOHl ¥ CXBAaTHUJIACh 3a BEPEBOYKY Ha XBOCTE
obHaxeHHOU KuKy.

— Hert! 9T0 KpacHas HUTh MOe# Xu3HH, gec! Ecu TH IPOMOIXKHUIIb, TO MHE KOHEIl, Iec, —
HCIYTaHHO 3asBUIIa MHUCUIA, HO [llakko GeccepaeyHo caepHy/ia BePeBOUKY.

3axpunes, Kuky cxBaTunach 3a ropjio 4, IPUBaJIMUBIINCh ONHOU PYKOU K CTEHKE, Hayasla KallsaTh.

— Bort u npuien Mo 4ac, gec...

W3paB ellle mapy XpUIIOB, [EBYIIKa MEIEHHO OMYCTUIACh B BOAY, 3aTEM pa3faluch OyIbKH, KOTHa
CBEPXY OCTAJIUCH JIUIIb VIIKH.

— XBaTUT yXKe MasiCHA4YaTh! — BOCK/IMKHY/a [[lakKO 1, CXBaTUB 3HAKOMYIO 3a YIIIKO, IIOTAIIIa
HaBepX.

[IIymHO BRIMOXHYB, KMKY KaK HU B 4eM He OBIBAJIO ITPUCIOHUIIACH CIIUHOM K CTEHKE U, TTOJI0KKUB HOTY
Ha HOT'y, 3aKKBaja caMa cebe.

— Moii gac elnie He MpHUIIEN, fec. ITo OPeHHOE TeJlo ellle MOCIYXKUT OPeHHOMY MUPY B €T0 OpeHHBIX
1enax, gec!

— Iloyemy oHa Bce BpeMs roBOPUT «CMepTb»? — OCTOPOXKHO CIpocuil JIleo, HECKOJIBKO
olllapallleHHBI CTPAHHBIM II0BEJeHNEM He3HAKOMOU KUIYH3.

— CwMmepth? JT0... Ha TBOEM s3kIKe? — morapanack [Ilakko. — A-a... Boob1ie 310 4TO-TO BpoOfe



IPUAAHUS YBaXKUTEILHOTO OTTeHKa (pa3e, HO OT 3TOH, 3M, CBOe0OPa3HOM 0COOBI CTOUT KAATh YeT0
YTOQHO.

— Tak mpusiTHO, KOTMIa B TOBOPHUTE, OYATO 5T yKe OTOIIJIa B MUP WHOM, fec. 51 4yBCTBYyI0 ce0st Onuxke
K cukuramu [40], mec!

— Tak oHa 4T0, u3 Kynpra?! — Hanparmuce cipocuin Jleo, u lIlakko, MefjIeHHO OIyCTUBIIUCH B BOLY,
aKKypaTHO CJIOXKHUJIA MOJI0TeHIe, KOTOPHIM ee 00THpaJl TapeHb, IPo ce6st YKOPUB HaBSI3UUBYIO JTUCY
3a BTOpKeHue. YTo ObI 9TO MOTJIO 3HAUUTH? JIeo ONsATh ee YOUBUII, HO ceiyac MOMEHT ITOTEPSH.

— Her. EcTb TyT y Hac HeKoTOpkIe... OOBSICHU yKe caMa, YTO S HOJIKHA HalpsaraThCs!? — MOBBICHIIA
rosoc lIlakko, u KuKy, cnerka nokJIOHUBIIUCE, BCE-TaKU CeJla Ha KOJIEHU NIPSIMO B BOfie
¥ C HEOXKUIaHHBIM 9HTY3Ma3MOM Hadaja TOBOPHUTh:

— 4 cuuTalo, YTO KaMu-caMa CIIUIITKOM MHOTOYUCIIEHHE!, & UX CUJIBl pa3Ma3aHbl, gec! JIUIb 4eTKui
o6pa3 CmepTy, gec! JIums 0H CMOXKET BECTH Hac BIEpe[, OT Halllell HUKYeMHOM XKU3HU K UCTUHHOMY
MOTYIIECTBY, [ec.

— 3Haelrs, MHE KaK-TO HECIIOKOMHO, — TUXO0 ckasas Jleo.

— Ceiiyac.., — B300xHYB, Illakko XJI0IIHYy Ia B jTlafgoiuu, ¥ KUKy ocTaHOBUIIa CBOIO TUpPALy
BOCXBaJIeHUs CMepPTU. — ECJu ThI celiyac Xke Bce He 00bSICHUIIb, S COOOITY TBOEN MaMe.

— SIMu-ceHcel MPOCTO He TOHKUMAET BCETO BeINYMs, Iec! — yXe Kyla MeHee YBEPEeHHO
npobopmoTaina Kuky.

— Tpm.

— HyXHO nuie 1po3peTs, Hec...

— IIBa.

— IIoKpoB mmageT, ¥ MBI BCe OKaxeMcCs BO Bnactu CaBaHa, mec!

— OnuH...

— Kon6anga [41]! Kuky, mec! [To3a6oTbTech 060 MHe! — 3BOHKUM [IeBUYbHUM I'OJIOCKOM OOBSIBHIIA
JIUCHUIIA, MUJIO YIBIOHYBIIUCE U II€BETbHYB YIIKAMHU.

— Kakoe mpeoOpaxkeHue, — olrapalineHHo ckaldas Jleo. — ITorogu-Ka, Tak 3To Jouka AmMu?



— Vry... He ynusmtocs, 4TO 3TO U3-3a HEe OHA TakK Pe3K0 OTHOCUTCA K KynbTy, — IpolrenTtana
B 0TBeT Illakko. — Trl Tak ¥ He oTBeTUNA, KUKy!

— lomeHacail! — oTBeTHIIa TUCHIlA TAaK PE3KO, fla ¥ MOKJIOHUIIACh TaK BHE3aIlHO, YTO IIJIENHYa
JIUIIOM TI0 Bofie. — ¢ yXKe maa KIISTBY KO, JeC.

[ITakKO pa304yapOBaHHO MIPOCTOHAA, MPOBEHS JIaLOIIKOU 110 JIULY.

— HonycTtuMm... Ho TyT THI 4TO 3a0b171a?

— V oTpspa IIlakko-caH eCTh JOCTYI B OHC3H, iec! — BBICYHYB S13HI40K, KUKy KayHysIa yIIKaMu.

— To ecTb, pelnnia IPOUTH HaxalsBy 3a HaIlK 3acinyru? — mnepesena llakko. — [lomyCTUM...

Ho 6pocuinack-To 3aueM u... [TofcTaBuia cBou Teneca, — coupumBo gqobasuia IIlakko, CMyTHBILIHCH
U TJISIHYB B CTOPOHY JIeo — HO TOT, Ka3aJ0Ch, He YYBCTBOBAJI CMYIIEHHUS II0CIIe TI0J06HOT0
uHiuaeHTa. Camy Illakko 9T0 HEMHOT'0 BOJIHOBaJIO: KWKy II0BE3710 C pa3MepoM Irpyau Kyaa 0oiblie,
YyeM el caMoii...

— 4 pemuna 3amMTUTL KOMaHAKUpa, Aec. Korga BcmoMHMIIA, YTO €pUKaTa — MyK4YKHa, OBIIO yKe
TI030HO, Iec, — ellle pa3 BUHOBATO BHICYHYB I3BIY0K, 00bsaBUIa KUKy, 1 CTyKHYa cebs KylnauykoM
110 T'OJIOBeE.

— To ecTs, THI ellle U HOI[CJ'IYI.HI/IBaJ'Ia? — HAPO4YHUTO 06e33aMolMOHaIbHO CKa3ana Ilakko.

— lMoagrnspgbiBana, ¥ TONBKO, OeC, — OTYeKaHUIa KUKy, moce 4ero CxJyionoTana MogHOCOM

1o ymkaMm. — 'oMeHacal! Ecniy y Bac Tak MPUHSATO, S TOTOBa II03BOJIUTDL U ce0s pacTepeThb
IIOJIOTEHLIEM, fiec! — CKa3aB Tak, AeBYIlIKa IMOLHSAIAach BO BECh POCT, ¥ TOIBKO Korfa [Ilakko BHOBb
3aToJIKasa ee B BOAy, HEMHOI'0 YTOMOHUJIACE.

— U Bce ke, KTO TaKue SKO? — yIOCTOBEPHUBIIIKCH, UTO JIUChS BO3HS IIPEKPATHUIIACh,
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS MapPeHb.

— Tlonessle mucH, — cKasana Illakko. — Ycumnenue naps Clopbo-EpukaTa B HEIPOCTOE BpeMS. ..
MoryT nomoraTh U B aTake, ¥ B 3alllUTe, U B IIOAJIePKKe, — IIPU KaXKA0M CJI0Be KUKy coriacHo
KuBajia. — Ho Tonpko He Hawma [IpuHnecca CmepTH, KOTOpas yXke roga TpU 0CTaeTCsd Ha OGHOM
U TOM Xe Kypce.

Kuky mepekocusio u3-3a TakOd XapaKTepHUCTUKH, HO OHA Hallla B cebe CHJIBI MUJIO YIBIOHYTHCS,
TOJIbKO TJIa3a He CTajla OTKPHIBATh.

— Kak-To CIUIIIKOM KaTeTOPUYHO, fec... d MHOTO0 4ero ymeto, nec! CunbHbIM cTPed MpsiueT KOTTH,
mec!



— W? Iokaxwu-Ka JTUCHH OTOHb, — BOIIPOCUTEJILHO MIPUIIOTHSB OpOBb, monpocuia [Ilakko.

®niprHYB, KKy 3aKphlia IUI0 JaoLIKON U Hadyajla TUXOHBKO I1JIeBaTh, MOKa pedsTa Aesany BUf,
YTO 3TOTO HE CJIBIIIAT.

— Troy, 6y, TBOY.

— B03M0XKHO, OTCHIpes OTOHb-TO? TH Yepecuyp CUJIBHO ee TOmuIa, — nopckasain Jleo, u Kuky
TOPOIIJIUBO 3aKUBasa.

— ¥V Bac o4yeHb MyApeId KULyH3-1IyKH, [IlakKo-caH, gec!

— ThI MOXKeIIb 06pa1_uaTbc;{ K HEMY HaAIIPSIMYIO, — YCTaJIO0 CKa3alla [ITakko, u YIIKHA €€ ITIOHUKIIN.
— JlagHo, KpPpOME JIMChbUX HOP THI 9EM-TO YMEEIIb II0JIb30BATHCS?

— Kxa-kxa-Kxa, KakKol OIpOMETUYMBEIN BOIIPOC, JeC! — coaBlieHHO pacCcMesiBUINCh, 00bsaBUNIa Kuky,
CBEPKHYB CJIerKa CBETSAIIUMUCS B TEMHOTE I'la3aMU. — Bl yCTaHETe IepedyrCIsiTh MOU HaBBIKY, ec!
Ho st o6neryy 3agaydy... Y MeHs €CTh TPETHH I'J1a3, I03TOMY 5 C JIETKOCTbHIO IIPOYMUTAI0 BAIIH MEICIH,
mec!

— O0? Y 0 ueM 5 gymaw? — 3auHTepecoBancs Jleo.

— Aywm... AyM.., — IpUKpHIB I'/1a3a, KUKy cTasna cierka njaeckaTbh BOLOU U3-3a IpHULIeIero
B IBUKEHUE XBOCTA. — THI [yMaellb O TOM, YTOOH BHOBb B3ATh MEHS 3a IPymdb, Oec!

—4d BEPEBOYKY-TO TOYHO IIOPBY, €CJIX THI IIPOOOJIZKHUIIE BAIATh nypaKa! — BO3MYTHIIACb [ITakko,
IIOJIy4YHUB OT Jleo HeJOYMEHHOE II0XKAaTHe IIJIeYaMHu.

— Tak mo6o¥ Myxk4rHa mogyman Owl, gec! 4 Bemb MacTep coOna3HeHus1, nec! — 4yTh npuBcTas, Kuky
«9POTUYHO» U30THYJIACh, HO CO CTOPOHEI 3TO BHITJISIAEIIO TaK, OYATO Y Hee MPUXBATUIIO CIIMHY.

— Haw, HaBEPHOE, I10Pa, a TO A0JIIr0 CHUAETh TOXKE HEXOPOIIO, — OCTOPOZKHO IIPENJIOKUNII Jleo.

— Teri ipaB, — B3mOXHYB, [llakKo BepHYJla MapHIO MoNoTeHIe. — [locnemHuit maHc asg tebs, 4ymo
B LIEPCTH.

— Xatt! 4 crany... HeBumumon, nec! — IpUINypUBIINCH, 00bsIBUIIA YEPHAS KUITYHI.

— Heyxemu? — IllakKO MPUCTABHO TOCMOTPEIA Ha HOBYIO IOMOITHUIYY. — H?

— BBI mOMKHBI 3aKPHITh I'J1a3a, Oec.



— TonbKO HE TOBOPH, 9TO B 3TOM K €CTh CYTh HEBUIUMOCTH, — TOHOM, HE IIPpeaBEIIal0IIIM HUYIEero
Xopormuiero, CKa3adjla [[TakkO, HO T'1a3a BCe XKe 3aKpHIJIa.

Pa3spascs mieck, a 3aTeM XpyCT CHera U BCKpHK.

— Iypa, KyOa Thl CUTaHYyJla 3 BOObl cpa3y! — BocKmuKHYy/a IlIakko, u, MpUBCTaB, yBUAeNa, Kak
obnennenHas cHeroM Kuky niaBHO omycTunach 00paTHO B BOLY, MEJIKO APOXKa.

— BeI mpocTo mopcMoTpeny, gec... [IoaToMy He yaanock, — cTyda 3y0amu, 00bsiBuia Kuky.
— IloHsna, TOHSMNA, BEIXOXKY, HecC...

Okaszaoch, 4TO fieBHlla flaXke MoJI0TeHIle ¢ CoO0M He B3sifia, I03TOMY HCUe3iia B XJIOKe TUCheN
HOPBHI, HaBepHsIKa Cpa3y OKa3aBIIKCh B 3JaHUM OHCIHA.

[ITakko, ITOKa4aB I'0JI0BOM, TOXKe aKKyPaTHO MOJHSJIACh U3 BOOLI U, B3SIB CBOM IOJIOTEHYMK, CTala
OCTOPOXKHO BBEITHPATh BOAY, YKPAAKOW IMOCMaTpHUBasi, He MOATIISIARIBAET U JIeo, HO TapeHb CTOUKO
mepKacs.

— 3Haes, S JoJIXKHa KOe B YeM IIPU3HATHCA, — THXO0 CKa3adJla [ITakKO, 3aKOHYUB BBEITUPATH BOOY
1 00MOTaB II0JIOTEHIIE BOKDPYT TeJla.

— M-m?

— B 0HC3H Hago0 3aX0OUTh YUCTHIMH, IIO3TOMY 4...

— Cmacu60, — He HociylIaB, cka3as JIeo, TOCMOTPeB Ha TUCUYKY. — §1 moragasics, 9YTO KTO-TO MeHs
pa3fern, He HaCTOIbKO TYTOHYM.

— A... Y npaBaa, — mo4yBcTBOBaB ce0s riymo, [llakko ob6nu3ana ryoel. — HaBepHOE, 3TO G110 ObI
CIIPaBeIJINBO, €C/I OBl THI IIOCMOTPETT Ha MeHs, HO s BCe PaBHO 00u/IeIach.

— Tbl MeHs ¥ paHbIlle BUOesa. ITO BCe MeJIouH, He oOpallail BHUMaHUS, — IIOOMUTHYN el Jleo,
TIOJHSIBIINCE ¥ CTAB aKKypaTHO yOUpaTh U3UIINKK BOOE. — BOT Kyma 6ojiee MHTepeCHOe 3aHSATHE, —
B34B IIOJIOTEHIIE, TapEHb IIOJHEC €T0 K HOCY U IIIYMHO BOOXHYII.

[ITakko 3aMopraia, He Cpa3y IIOHAB, HO KOIr'Ja BCIIOMHHAJIA, YTO UM €€ U BEITUPAJIHU, JINCUUIKE
IIOKa3aJIOCh, YTO OHaA IIOKPaCHEJIa 1O KOHYHUKOB YIIIEK.

— H-ue cmeit! [Touemy THI OIIATE HIOXaeMb?!

— [ToToMy 4TO OT TOJIOTEHIIA MTAXHET Tak, OyATO 5 3aApeMalt Ha IIBETOYHOM MOJITHE, — XMBIKHYB,



oTBeTun Jleo, OJEMOHCTPATUBHO BOOXHYB €I1e Paa3.

— Jleo-6aka! 9To oueHs cMytiaeT! — B3BU3rHYB, I[1akKo, BEI3BIBAS OPHI3TH, 6POCHIACh K IApHIO H,
CXBATHBIIUCH 3a TIOJIOTEHIIE, Pe3KO JEePHYJIA, BLIPBAB U3 PYK, HO HE PacCYMTalla ¥ MITIXHYJIACh

Ha 3aJHUIY IPSIMO B Bofy. IIpexye, ueM mapeHs MPUKPHUICS pykamu, [ITakko yBumgesna 4To-To
HenpuBEIYHOE. HAaOpPOCKB Ha 3TO «HEIIPUBLIYHOE» MOJIOTEHIIE, BEISICHUIIOCH, YTO OHO HEPKUTCS

Ha Teje fgaxe 06e3 IOOOePKKU PYK.

— 9T10...

— Ousnomnorusi, — 06bscHUI JIeo, MepBLIK pa3 3a BCe BPeMs CJIerka CMyTHBIIKCS.

— A-a. Hy ma. HaBepHoe, 0Ha, — Me[JIeHHO ITOOHABIINCH, [[IaKKO pa3BepHyIach ¥ Ha BaTHHIX HOrax
TIOIIJIa K BBIXOMY.

«CTHIITKOM MHOTO BIledaTieHui... A s Hamymarna cebe Bcskoro. Koneuno, on mobp ¢ mo6oi
IeBYIIKOM, WHa4e Ol He MHITAICS BecTu cebst BekuBO ¢ Kuky», — momymana Illakko, HEMHOTO
Ipuxoms B ce0si, TOKa OfeBasach B mpenbaHHUYKe. « [ JTiofel Bce KUIYHD KPAaCUBHI, TakK YTO...» —
IIOCMOTPEB B 3ePKajio Ha cebs, IeByIIKa KOCHYIACh I[BETOYKA, HO TIOJIaBUIIa XKeJaHue ero CHATh.
Pacuyecasna BOJIOCEH, ITompaBuiia 100Ky, 3aCTerHyJla PEMEIOK, 3alllHypPoBaJia CalmoXKu. BCIIOMHUB
CMEeXOTBOPHEIE TTOMBITKY KKKy, clierka u30THyIach lepef 3epKajaoM: TakK, YTO MUHU-I00Ka

He OCTaBJISAJIA TPOCTOPA M7 GaHTAa3UU, OTKPHIBAS BU Ha O€Jbe, HO MYNTUCTHIA XBOCTUK IIOMOTAI
OCTABUTh 3araJJOYHOCTb U COOIA3HUTEIFHOCTE B 00pa3e.

YJ'IBIGHYBH.II/ICB cama cebe, IlTlakko KOCHYJIACh IIaJIbliIaMH1 ry6 ¥ TI0Ka4aJjia I'0JI0BOM, BECeJo
YCMEXHYBIINCH, ITOCJIE YET0 IIPOIIJIa B KOMHATY OJId TOCTE.

KI/IKy BaJisAIaChb BO3JI€ IIOYTHU IIyCTOT'O CTOJIA 1 60pMOTaJ'Ia:

— Bornbite Hu4Yero He BJIe3eT, OecC.

— YT0-TO TBOE OPEHHOE TEJI0 CIIUIITKOM MHOT0 XpeT! — BOoCK/IMKHYIA [IlakKo, OTTaCKUBast OT JTMCHIIHI
TapeJIKy ¢ OHUTUPH [42], K KOTOPOH Ta TSHYNIAach TakK, OYATO 3TO €QUHCTBEHHOE, YTO YOEPKUBAJIO
€e Cpefy XUBHIX.

— Tol He moOHUMaeb, faec! {1 3auuTUIa Bac Ha TOT CIy4ay, eClId HeAPyryd OTpaBuiu nuiy, gec! Mou
yac npumren, gec! — KUKy mOTsHY A Hablb ellle HEMHOTO, a 3aTeM, 00eCCUIIeB, pa3Bainiach

Ha CIIMHE U 3acoliefla. 3anaxHyB I0KaTy OjId FOCTel, B KOTopyio ofgenachk Kuky, [llakko mogxsaTuiia
Maruey ee Mo4uTH 4TO 6e3MBIXaHHOE TEJI0 U OTBOJIOKJIA B CIIAJIbHIO, HEe CJIMIIKOM JIAaCKOBO IIIBHIPHYB
Ha QyTOH.

Bepnysuucs, [llakko yBupena JIeo, 00eTOro B CTPOTYI0 MYKCKYIO I0KaTy KOPUYHEBOTO 1IBETA.
[TapeHb HUKAK HE MOT CIIPABUTHCS C MOSICOM-00H, II03TOMY IIPOCTO 3aBS3all €er0 Koe-Kak.



— Kak-To 3T0 HEeImpPUBLHIYHO, — BUHOBATO CKa3as JIeo, MpUIOOHSB Kpasi 06u. — XOTs T Bpofie OfeTa,
KaK OOBIYHO.

— KoneuHo, — ¢ripkHYyB, [Ilakko, cella Ha KOJIEH! HAIPOTUB OCTOPOXKHO PaCIIONI0KUBIIET0CS
3a CTOJIOM IMapHs. — A THI 4TO, XOTeJ OBl YBUAETh MEHS B I0KaTe?

— Iywmaro, Tebe mobasi ogexkaa MOKOMIET, TO3TOMY He KpuTu4yHO, — 6e33a60THO 0TBeTHI JlEo.
— KT0-TO TyT yKe mupoBas 3HaTHO, — IOJIOKHUB PYKY Ha KUBOT, IIaPeHb HE CMOT' CKPHIThH
foraThIpCKOE ypUaHUe.

— Kuky... 06xo0pa. E1ib, 4TO 0CTanI0CE.

— A 9TO THI BCce caenana?

— O... Hy... A TH KaKk cuuTaeus? — nepebuB HEJIOBKOCTh BOIIPOCOM, AEBYIIIKAa CMOTPesIa Ha TO, Kak
JIeo 0CTOPOKHO KyCaeT OHUTUPHU. BcloMHMB, 4TO o6elllasia IPUToTOBUTD YTO-HUOY A, IlIakko
XUXUKHYJIa, I0YyBCTBOBAB JIETKUM YKOJI BUHHI.

— ,HYMaIO, YTO ThI TOTOBUTH HE YMee€lllb, BOT OIISATE U BEIKPYTHUJIACE.

— AX, BOT TaK Thl, 3HQUUT?- YIIKY JINCUIE 3a0POKaK, ¥ OHA, IIyMHO BHIIOXHYB, €Jle CoepkKasach.
— EcrectBenHo. KT0 OBI pagu Te0s cTanm HAnpsAraThCs?

— Bor u g Tak momymar, — 3aKuBaB, OTBeTUII JIeo. — XoTesoch Okl TepenaTh 61arogapHOCTh IIOBapYy.
Pucy mHoroBaro, npaBpa... Ho s OvI cefigac 4TO yrogHO CheJsl, YeCTHO ToBopsi. [lake TBOIO CTPSIIHIO,
€CJId OHA CYyIIecTByeT, — 6eccTpacTHO cKa3zai Jleo.

— 910 TeOs pa3BieKaeT, Ja? — ymapuB KyJIaukoM 10 cTony, [Ilakko rHeBHO 3aleiecTesia XBOCTOM.
— 4 gymana, 4TO MBI 3a0fHO! { Bo3unach ¢ 6e3ObIXaHHEIM MY2KJIAHOM, CBAJIMBIIIMMCS OT BETEPKA,
¥ XOTh 4TO-HUOY/Ib CKa3ana?!

— 3a 970 5 GaromapeH, y2Ke roBOpui Befb. U elne oueHb monro 6yny 6maromapeH, — TBEPOO OTBETUI
Jleo. — Ho «3aogHo»... {1 OOWH Ccpengyu €Kau.

— A, BOT KaK THI 3TO BOCIIPHHKMaEIIL? — TI0cJie HeOObIIoN may3kl Benbinuna [llakko, He TOBEpUB
CBOUM yIIIaM.

— Ia.

— IJTO KaKuM Xe Hapmo OBLITH HerOLT.II/IﬁaeMBIM...



— Ta yepHas nuca, YTO HAC BCTPETUIIA, OHA XOTesa Hac yOuTh. B yeMm pa3HuIla Mexkay ToOOM U Heu?
— mpepsas [1lakko, 6eCKOMIPOMHUCCHO CIIPOCHIT JIeo, M0KeBhIBast OHUTUPH.

— Ona — HOTUIYH3. A MBI — MEDyY, 002KeCTBEHHbIE JTUCHI! — YYBCTBYS, KaK 3aKUIIAeT, IPOLlenia
CKBO3b 3y0HI [IIakK0. — JTO Ke 0YeBUAHO!

— W noaTomy 60KeCTBEHHEIE JIUCHI BRICACHIBAIOT CHJIHI U3 JTIOMEH?

— 9T10...

— [To3TOMY HYKHO CKPBIBAaTHCS OT 00KECTBEHHBIX JIUC, €CJIH He X04Y COOXHYTh? — YCMEXHYBIIUCH
yronkom pta, Jleo mompo6oBai MOAXBATUTE KyCOYEK PHIOHI TAJIOYKaMK, HO eMY 3TO He YIaloCh,
TI09TOMY IIapeHb IIPOCTO 3afIeCTBOBAI PYKH.

3akycus ry0y, [Ilakko 0TBepHYyIach, He HalMs, YTO OTBETUTH BOT TaK CPaay.

— 4 mormna coaTe, — YIIaBIIUM T'OJIOCOM CKa3alla [ITakko u, Pa3BEPHYBIINUCH, yIIjIa B KOMHATY.
BpOCI/IJ'Ia B3IJIAO Ha BaJIAIOIIYIOCSA Ha IIO0JIy IIOJIYyT'OJIYIO KI/IKY U, YIEerimunuce Ha (bYTOH, OaXe He CTalla
rnepeogeBaTbCd, MOJIYa CMOTPSA B IIOTOJIOK.

«Babymrka omubnacek. Y s ommbiack... Kakoi cTpaHHBIN AeHb», — IIOBEpHYBLIKNCH HaboK, [IIakko
OCTOPOKHO BHIYAMIIA U3 BOJIOC IIBETOYEK U, OOHSB CBOM XBOCT, CTajla CMOTPETh Ha JIeTleCcTKu. Bee
Ka3aJIOCh CJTUIIKOM CJI0KHBIM, @ HECHOCHBIN ITapeHb He BRIXOIUIT U3 T'OJIOBEL. XOTS OHO

¥ HeYIUBUTENbHO: oapyT y IlIakko mouyTu He OBII0, OBIIM JIUIIE T, KTO XOTSI OBl He ITBITAJICS OefaTh
BHI, YTO UM HEIIPHUSITHO OOINEeHKe C HeH.

«A eme Ku-tsH. Ox... { Begp obellana Ha YTO-TO ITIOCMOTPETh», — I0Ka4aB rofioBoH, [IIakko THXo
3aCKyJnIIa, IOYYBCTBOBAB ce0sl COBCeM OOUHOKOM. Ecu elrle 3e71€HOBOJIOCAST MaTIOTKa OTBEPHETCS
0T Hee, TO 3TO OymeT KatacTpodoit. A Jleo... «Ckaxy eMy, YTOOBI YXOOWI Ky[a 3aX04eT, a IIOTOM
c000111y, 4TO OH He ObLT KULYHI-IIYKU. Bpsig M1 9TH JIeHUBHIE TUCSITUHBL OYOYT 32 HUM OXOTHUTHCSI», —
IIpY MBICTTA 00 9TOM, KMIIYHS BCE PaBHO PaCCTPOMIACh, XOTS IIBITaNach AepKaThCs 60po.

MuHyTa II71a 3a MUHYTOH, a CHa He OBIJI0O HU B OMHOM T'71a3y. [leByIlKa IIPOroHsja y ceds
B BOOOpaXKeHUHU CaMble pa3Hble CIIEHKH, HO OT 3TOTO CTAHOBUJIOCH TOJIBKO TsixKesee Ha myire. OHa
He IIOHUMAEeT JII0feH, a OH CIIMIIKOM Pe3K0 OTHOCHUTCS K €Kall.

«Ho 310 Bemb He Tak! beinu xke IIPpUATHBIE MUHYTBI, KOT'Td MEL 3a0BIBaIM, KTO €CTh Ha CaMOM oeie».

Xopotto 6b110 muiib KUKy — oHa Jaxe Hadasla IoxXparnkiBaTh, TaK YTO JapPMOBOE YTOIIeHHUE SBHO
TIOIIIJIO BIIPOK ee OPEeHHOMY Tely.

[Touss, uTo nporuio yxe O6omnbire yaca, [llakko ocTopoxkHO nopHsnack. «Heyxemnu Jleo moragancs
TIPOSIBUTH YYTKOCTD, 1, TIOHSB, YTO s 00MAEsIach, PeIInyI TepeHoueBaTh B Ipyroi koMmHaTe? Unu



c6exan? Vnu 3a1uBaeT CBOE TOpPe Cakd, IOHUMAs, KaKOi OH [ypak!» — MOCIIEeNHSST MBIC]Ib BMECTE
c oOpa3oM OblTM, Kak Oanmb3aM Ha Aymry, HO [IIakko Bce e pellnsia MPOBEPUTh.

[TpHOTKpPHIB IBEPH, OHA YBUENA, YTO II0CcyAa yOpaHa, a B KOMHaTe 1mycTo. CBeYu TOXKe IOTalleHkhl,
TaK 4YTO B IIOMEIeHUH I[apUT TEMHOTA.

«Kyma ke oH mesncs?» — MOAJIeTeB B BO3AyXe, YTOOH He cTy4aTh Kabmyukamu, [IIakko oTIpaBuiIach
Ha yNHUITY, Iepel 9TUM IIPUXBATUB ONEsyio, YTOOH He MEP3HYTh, U, B3JIETEB K KPHIIIE, HAKOHEII-TO
yBUfesa mapHs. Ero HeMpUKPHITEIY TOpc O1ecTes KamenbkaMu IOTa B JIYHHOM CBeTe, a caM Jleo,
IIPUHSIB YIIOP JieXkKa, OYeHb OBICTPO OTXKUMaJcs. JIucuyka Jaxe cOunach Co cueTa, HO OTKUMAHUN
SIBHO OB1JTO 60JTBIIIE CTA — CPA3y IOCJIe 3TOT0 MapeHb BCKOYHUI U, OPOCUBIIIHCEH K 00HAPYKEHHON
nepeKnIafuHe, MONMPHITHYI, TPUHSABIIKNCE IIONTATUBATHCS.

Ber BOKpyT OHC3Ha, IpUcenaHusi... JIeo maxe BHITIOIHSI CI0XKHbBIE TPIOKHU: Pa3berasics,

OH OTTAJIKMBAJICSI OT KAMEHHOM KJIaJKHu U Mejlajl KyBHIPOK B BO3yXe, B3MaxuBasi 00HAPYKEeHHBIM THe-
TO B 3[@HMH KOBIITHUKOM IJIs1 Bombl. He ymepakaBumuch, [ITakKo yKpagKou chesajia HeCKOJIbKO
dboTorpaduii, 3aTeM elre, IOCIe KaxkOOro YIpaxKHeHusT 0xkuaasi, 4To Jleo BepHeTcs. Ho mapeHb
YTOMOHHUJICS JIUINb TOTHa, KOT{Ia MPOIIIa elle apa 4acos.

[IymuoO meimia, Jleo 3amen oOpaTHO B 3MaHKe U B AyIIeBOW MPUHSJICS CMBIBATh C Ce0s TEKyIIUN
cTpysiMu 10T, oKa [Ilakko TOpomInBo Bo3Bpalianack 06paTHO B KOMHATY. Yermuch o0paTHo, OHa
TIOHSJIA, YTO CIMIIKOM IOJO3PUTENIEHO OYAET BHITISAETh, He IIePEOeBIINCh, HO C ONEeXO0U B IIOJTHOM
IIOpPSIAKE, U3-3a Yero TOPOIIJIMBO Halleluia I0Karty.

[TapeHs Boles B KOMHATY, OCTOPOKHO MIPUKPHII IBEPh U JieT Ha QYTOH, PA3JI0KEHHBIN JaJTbIe BCETo
OT JIBEPH.

— Korpa ckuTaemscs B OOUHOYKY 10 JIeCy, IPUBEIKAEIIh 3aMedaTh Ha cebe dyxkue B3TJISAOHL.
WHTYyums, HaBepHoe, — mpotrenTan Jleo, moBepHyBImuCh HaOoK. IIlakKo, cTapaTeIbHO AeaBIast
BUJI, YUTO CIIUT, BCe-TaKK OTKPhIJIA CBOM XUILHEIE, CJIETKA CBETSIIMECS I'JIa3a, OTpaXKaloliye
MeJIbYyauIe JIyYuKy CBeTa.

— ThI He TOAXBATHII HeOyr CHOBa C TaKUM OTHOIIIEHNEM? — THXO CIIPOCHIJIa JINCHUIIA.

— JlyMalo, OH CBS3aH C TyMaHOM. 3[€eCh BO3yX OYE€Hb UNCTHIA U CBEXKUU.

Bosnukia He6GombInas mayaa, mocie yero I1akko Bce-TakKy PeIIniach CIIPOCUTh:

— 3auem?

— Ecnu BCTPETSATCS ellle MOJTYKPOBKHU, TO HY2KHO GBITH HaroToBe. TH IPOCTO HEe yCIIeelllh
CpearupoBaTh, a morubaTh elle paHo, — JIeo He YTOYHUII, eMy UK UM BceM, HO [I[akko HaBOCTpHIIA
VIIKH.



— TonbKo 1mocyie BCero He Hafjo TOBOPUTH, UTO Thl TPEHUPYELILCS, YTOOR MEHS 3aIlIUTUTh! — ropsidyo
3amenTana [lakko BO3MyILIeHHEIM TOHOM. — Ju! — Jleo Moi4a OTBEpHYJICS, He 0TBeTUB, U [Ilakko
Telepb CMOTPesla Ha ero CIuHY.

— TrI cama cKa3ajla HE TOBOPUTE.

[ITakKo, CTJIOTHYB, Jaxe MPUIIOAHSIach Ha pyKe. Ee 6pocusio B xkap, HO YBEPEHHOCTh He Oblsla
IIOJTHOMH.

— Kak Tel MoXKeIh OBITh OOHOBPEMEHHO M 3dCPaHIleM, U KPYTBIM?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa JINCUYKa,
" KI/IKy, 3aep3aB, 4TO-TO 3a60pMOTaHa, CJIaJKO 3€BHYJIa U TOXKE MOOHAIACE.

— A? Ox, g 3a0biya penynpenuTs, aec! Jydille MUIIHKAK pa3 He CIIaTh, IIOTOMY YTO TPETH JIIOfel
yMmupaerT Bo cHe, fec! [TosTomy g 6ymy cnath 3a Bac Bcex... Korga momnsio BOOWYKY, IEC, — BCTaB,
Kuky Bpa3BasiouKy foIlljia [0 IBEPH U MPUHSIACh TPOXOTAaTh BCEMU MTOOBEPHYBIIUMUCS MOM PYKY
COCy[aMH, TOTEHIIMaIbHO XPaHAIIUMH BOMY.

— Jleo!

MomnyaHue.

— Jleo! — nuxuyB napHsa HOXKKOM, [[TakKO ¢ TpeBOroii INsiHyjIa Ha OTKPHITYIO ABEPb. — THl XKe
CKa3aJl, 4To He NoBepselb eKai!

— Byny npocTrodunei, fOBepUBLIKMCS OOHOM PBIKEU JIHCce, KOTOpas Ha caMOM fieJie He phlkKas, —
II0 TOHY JIeBYIIKa IIOHSJIA, YTO IapeHsb yiasi0aeTcsa. — THl 2Ke TOBOPUILb, YTO MBI 3a0[HO.

— Baka, — mennyna [llakko, HO KuKy yKe Boina 06paTHO.

— Brl He criuTe, nec? Y-y! Bopsl.., — He oOUBIINCE 0TBeTa, KUKy MoXHYIach 00paTHO U SIBHO
He cobupanach 3achIaTh B OuKauIee BpeMs.

[ITakko 3aep3ajia ¥, IOBEPHYBLIKUCH K HEX JIUIIOM, HAaKPBIJIaCh OfI€sJIOM 110 HOC, YKPagKOU BEITAIIUB
XBOCTHK Hapyxky. [louyBcTBOBaB OepexkHOe KacaHue Jleo, yIsIOHYIach, U ClieTKa IIeBeIbHyJla CBOel
MyIIKXCTOU TOPHOCTHIO.
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