3annaTyB BEIKYIIHOM B3HOC ¥ MOKUHYB naBuniboH JIyH Bak Bmecte ¢ Hu Cio03, Bait Csaodait
HalpaBuIach OIpPsAMO B pe3upeHuno IOHE.

WmMmnepaTopckas reapaus yexasia ¢ IpPUHI[aMU ellle HakaHyHe. Bosee Toro, oHu Gonblile He
HYKJaJIUCh B PYKOBOACTBE CO CTOPoHE bait Csiodaii. UM HykHO OBLIO0 BpeMsi, 4TOOBI pa3BUBATHCS.

Tem BpemeneM y baii Csiodast ObI0 YeM 3aHATHCSA B JaHHBIM MOMEHT.
"TElL BCe ellle 3Haelllb, Kak BepHyTbCa?!"

sapocTHEIM royioc Tan CuHb pasgancs u3naneka, Kak Toiabko bau Csgodaii mogomia K Bxony. OnHaKo,
Korfia oHa Opocumach K HeMy, ee THEB MTHOBEHHO CMEHMJICS OTBpallleHUEM.

"He cmeit TOBOPUTH MHE, UTO OHa Oblya mogapeHa Tebe ummepatopom!" Tan CuHb mocMoTpesa Ha Hu
Cro9, a 3aTeM ofapuia bait Cssoaii OTHEHHBEIM B3TJISIIOM.

"Hy... ecnu g ckaxy "ma", Tl moBepuiib?" bait Cs0(]ail 3anHyJICSA U HEJIOBKO II04eca I'oJIOBYy.
"[lorageiBaelnsca?" XomonHo npousHecia Tan CUHE, ee TOH yXKe II0CKa3biBaJl EMY OTBET.

"Mnapmas cecTpa, T Takas Muias! Tel, HOIXKHO OBITE, 04eHb 611u3Ka ¢ Csodaem. [Ta, uMIepaTop
IIOJlapul MeHsI eMy B KaueCTBe B31TKHU. He oOpailaii Ha MeHSI BHUMaHUS, S TOYHO He MOBIUSAI0 Ha
Ballli OTHOIIEHUS. Kpome TOTO, 51 BUXKY, UTO BH ellle He caesany "91o" ¢ Csiodai, BepHO? MoxeT
OBITB, 51 cMory TeOe momoub!" Hu Ci03 ¢ 9HTy3na3MoM nogoiia K Tan CUHD CO IITKBAJIOM UCKYIIIEHUH.

Tau Cunb 3amepra. [JelcTBUTENBHO, ee nporpecc ¢ bait Csgodait ObIT HEMHOT0 MeIIeHHBIM. Ecu 65
He ee TOJICTOe JINIO, BEICOKUM 60eBOM AyX U CUJIbHAS aypa, OHa OBl He CMOTJIa OCTaThCs C HUM.

"He BonHylCS, KaK XeHIINHA, 1 3Halo. fl Hay4dy TeOs HECKOIbKUM TPIOKaM, U TH ero nouMaes!" Hu
Cro9 nporenitana Ha yxo Tan CuHb, yBULEB, UTO Ta BHIJIAOUT yOEKIEHHOM.

OHY TOJIbKO-TOJIBKO ITO3HAKOMUIKUCH! YBUEB, Kak OHU ObICTPO cOmu3unuch, bait Csodait 4yTh He
yTan Ha KOJIeHu. MUp XeHIIUH TaK CI0XKeH!

[Tocne nonynHeBHOTO MontdyaHusa TaH CHHb, HaKOHell, cKa3as: "XaMd! CTapuk yxKe JaBHO XKHOET
Tebs!". C 9TUMU CJI0BaMU OHa IIOBEPHYJACh U IOILIA BIEpes.

Tem BpeMmeneM Hu Cios nogmurayna bait Csiodato. Ee XUTpocTh BeI3Basia Ha €ro Julle KPUBYIO
yneIOKy. Kakoi My4uTeIbHEIN MaleHbKIH JbIBOJ!

"TlorimeMTe, He 3aCTaBNsANTe CTapuKa XkaaTh". baur Csaodaii mocimenoBan 3a Tan CuHEM.

H Cro9, KOoTOpas oyMasa, YTO YBULUT OT HETO BOCTOPXKEHHYIO PeakKIuio, JOCAIUBO MOfXKaa I'yOhL.
"Mmapmmmui 6paT, BOT TH rae!”

B roctuHO# coOpanock PyKoBoaCcTBO KinaHa KOub, BKmovast FOHE JIaHs. Mano Toro, JlaHb X9 IPUBET C
co00# 4jIeHOB ceMbH JlaHb.

YBupeB a1y rpaHano3Hyio cueHy, bait Csiodai Bce IOHSATA.

"Crapimuii 6paT, TOJIBKO He TOBOPH, UTO BEI BCe KaeTe MeHs..." OH JelCTBUTENIbHO OB HEMHOTO B
naHuke. Cpenu cobpaBInxcsi B KOMHaTe He ObIIO HUKOTO Milafilne Hero. bonee Toro, 3a HUM



cnenoBanu Tan Cunb u Hu Ci03, 06e Ka3amuch HE B CBOEH Tapesike.

"MiHaue? BhI ceityac HaxoguTeCh B HEOORIYHOM MOooxkeHuu. CMoTpuTens MMnepckou I'Bapauu, He
Tak au? ITO COBeplIeHHO HecnbixaHHO". FOHb Taubx5 noxsonan bait Csaodas 1o niedy ¢ Takou
SIPKO# YNIBIOKOM, YTO JIFOMU MOTJIM IIOAYMAaTh, YTO OH CaM SIBJITETCS Ha[ICMOTPIIUKOM.

"XBatutT, TgHBX3. Y HAC eCThb OeJi0, KOTOPOE MHI HOJIXKHEL 00cyauTh ¢ Caodait”, - FOub JlaHb
octaHoBun FOu® TaubX3 U npennoxun bait Csodaii cecTh Ha TJIaBHOE MECTO.

"Csto¢aii, TOIBKO CETOMHS YTPOM 00a HAIIKMX KJIaHa MOIYYUIIH MIPOCkOy 0 BCTpede OT BCEX MSATH
IPUHIEB. MBI HOIT0 06CyKOany X CUTYAllMi0, HO TAaK U He MPUILJIY K efWHOMY MHEHHIO, KOTO
monamepxkaTh. Eciu OB 9TO OBIT THI, Ha KOT'0 ObI TH TOCTaBUII?" - cripocui KOub JIaHb.

Bait Csiodait morapbiBacsi, YTO 9TO MPOU30MAET, HO OH He 0XKHUMAAJ, YTO ISATh KHA3el OyayT
OEerCTBOBAThH TAK OBICTPO.

"I'maBa KjlaHa, Ha caMOM [eJie, B CBOeM Cepflie Thl 3Haelllb JIy4llle MeHs, He Tak Iu?" oTBeTusn bau
Csodoan.

Ycnplmas 370, MHOTHE TIOKadalid T0JIOBaMU U C 2KaJIOCThI0 B3OOXHYIIN.

"HMIMmepaTopcKasi rBapaus HU Ha Ybl0 CTOPOHY He BCTAHET, ST MOT'Y 3TO TapaHTUPOBATh", - M0OaBUI
Bbau Csodai.

['ma3a Bcex cpa3y ke 3acusnu. Ouu mogyManu, uto bait Csoaii coMHeBaeTCs B UX KlaHaX, 4To
IIOCTaBUT UX B 3aTPYOHUTENIbHOE TI0JI0KEHKe, IOTOMY 4TO IIoafepxkKa MMnepaTtopckou I'Bapauu
OblIa CITUIIKOM BaxkKHa, UTOOH ee UTHOPUPOBaTh. OgHaKo ecnu MiMmepaTopckast I'Bapaust 0OCTaHETCS
HeUTpanbHOMU, TO 00a KinaHa OKaXyTCs B I[eHTpPe BHUMaHUS.

Tem BpemeneM HOHb JlaHb B HefoyMeHuHU cripocun: "[louemy Ol u HET?!"

Ha camowm pene, o 6ecriokouscs, 4yto y bait Csotait opyrue miaHH.

"4 He ocTaHych B ITepeane. Kak npoxoxemy, MHe He HyKHO TO, YTO HYKHO BaM. 4 IpocTo
BBITIOJIHSII0 BO3JIOKEHHYI0 Ha MEeHsI OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. KpoMe TOTro, y MeHS eCTh ellle OfHO [eJio, U
MHe HyXHa nomoius Mmnepckou I'sapguun”.

He Bce moHsamu, 0 4eM OH rOBOpPHUIJI, HO TdK KaK OH YK€ BCe O6"bHCHI/IJ'I, OHHU He MOTJIX OOJIbIIe HU O
4YeM CIIpalluBarTk.

"Csto¢ait, Koro O TH TIOAAEePKas, eciau Obl OB Ha HallleM MecTe?"

crnpocuna Jlaus LlromyaH, 1 ee MATKHA royioc 3actaBuil bait Csiodast oTkazaThes. [Tocie MUHYTHOTO
MOJTYAHUS OH HAaKOHEIl 3aTOBOPHUIL.

"Ha Bamrem mMecTe st OB BEIOpAJT YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM yKe CTOSITT Ha MeCcTe UMIepaTopa, Korjga ToT
peran BOIpocCkl. TOIBKO TaKOW YeI0BEK CMOXKET IPUBECTU JDTepHal K JajlbHEUIIeMy IIPOLBETAHUIO.
4 TakxKe 1ojaraio, 9YTO BbI 3HA€Te, 0 KOM 5 TOBOPIO".

OH Bce ellle He HA3BaJl UMeHU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, PACKPHIBATh TAK MHOTO OBINIO YK€ HEYECTHO,
TIOCKOJIBKY OH GBI CO3IaTeIeM IIPABHUIT UTPHL.

"Bce, BopocoB Oobie HeT. Cs0(dait, uou oTAbIXaTh. TH, JOJIXKHO ObITH, OUeHb ycTan", - FOHb JlaHb



IIPSIMO OCTAHOBUII TeX, KTO XOTeJI IIPOJOJIKUThL PACCIPOCH], U faxe momor bait Csgodato onpaBraTsCs.
"Cnacub6o, crapummii, 1 0yny orasixath'. Bait Csiodaii mouyBCcTBOBaN 00JleTdyeHNe B ITyOuHe AyIIN.
[Tocne ero yxopma FOHb JlaHb cTana eHTPOM BHUMaHUS.

"Kian Macrtep, y Bac ecTb upes?" - Clipocusl KT0O-TO.

Bripaxenue nuia FOub JIaHa cTamo cephe3HbIM. "4 mpuHsn pemnenue. Kiman FOub 6ymet
OfiIepKUBaTh repBoro npuHiia!" Cpasy ke Hayanuch 00CyKaeHusI, 0COOEHHO Cpefy YJIeHOB KaHa
Jlanb. O4eBUAHO, y HUX OblNa Apyras unes.

"Bpat KOus Jlan, xoTs [TepBrii [TpuHI] ABISETCS CTAPIINM MPUHIIEM U 35TeM MIMIepaTopcKoro
[Ipenentopa, Mmnepatopckuii [IperenTop yxxe gaBHO He y4aCTBYET B IPUABOPHBIX [elax.
MeXTUYHOCTHBIE OTHOIIEHU S, HE MOAOepKBaeMble UHTepecaMu, KOHEYHO, He TPUTOASATCS B TaKOe
BpeMs4."

ToBopuBIIHMY OBINT HEIHEIIHUM X03SMHOM KilaHa JIaH, a TakXKe cTapiiuM chiHoM JlaH X3, JlaH
MUHTTaHT.

On IIpoayMall BCe, 4TO MOT, IIpexXae 4eM IIPUCTYIIUTh K O6CY}KI[6HI/IIO, HO HE CMOT BI:Ipa6OTaTI:>
KOHerTHbeI IIJIaH, eMYy OBLITO TPYOHO OIIPENEJInThCA C BBIGOpOM Cpenu IATU IIPUHIEB.

"¢ Bepto B OpaTta Bas. Ecnu oH cka3as, YTO IEePBLIM IPUHI] - IyYIINUH BEIOODP, TO 9 TOXKe TBEPHO
yBepeH B 3ToM!" - 3asgBu FOHE JlaHb, 10X0XKe, TOTOBBIM CIIOPUTH 40 KOHIIA.

"4 cornacen ¢ FOub Jlans!" - BOpyr cka3asn Jlanb X3, KOTOPBIH A0 CUX IIOP MOJTYall.
Ycnpias 370, IIyM B KOMHATe YTUX.

"M&I BEIOMpPaeM He TOIBKO it ce0si, Ho U Oys Bcel umnepuu. C 3ToM Touku 3penus, [lepsriit [IpuHil,
0e3ycnoBHO, My4dmui BeIOOP!" yrounun Jlaus Xa.

[Tocrne aToro HUKTO OOJIbIIE HE CTal Bo3paxkaTh. OTHOIIEHUS MexXay JIlaH X3 ¥ ©UMIIepaToOpoM He
OBUIM CEKPETOM B MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM T'Opofie, IO3TOMY €T0 CJI0Ba JIETKO BOCIPUHUMAINCh KaK MBICTII
uMmnepaTopa. OpHako, KakK ¥ FOHb Jlans, JlaHb X9 rOBOPUI TakK TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO Bepun B baii
Cstodaii, u oHU 00a ObIIM YBEPEHE!, YTO He MOHSIJIN ero CJI0B HENPaBUIIbHO.

Onu He 3Hanu, 4to bat Csi0¢sit HUKOTIa He TOBOPUJI O KOHKPETHOM 4YeJioBeKe!
"Koro Ovl THI BEIOpai?" ¢ m000NBITCTBOM crpocuia Tan CuHb.

Bait Cgodaii TopeKo ynbIOHyIICS. "Boob1ie-To, 1 He 3Hal0. Y BCeX IATH IPUHIIEB €CTh CBOM CUJIbHEIE
CTOPOHHIL. K TOMy ke, pa3 OHU yXKe HOCTUTIIM CoTfauenus, dpupuasn He pa3pyLUINTCS HE3aBUCUMO OT
TOT'0, KTO OOEOUT B UTOTE. BOIIpoC NMUIIL B TOM, KTO JIy4llle CIIPABUTCS. A 4TO UMEHHO, HUKTO
HUKOI'TIa He y3HaeT, [T0Ka OHY BISITEPOM He CTAaHYyT NPaBUTh [10 OYEpeu B TeYeHHe KaKoro-TO
BpeMeHHU".

Tan Cunsb Obl1 mopaxeH. "Torma 3adyeM TH UM 9T0 cKa3an?! [faxe s qymara, 4TO Tl KOT'O-TO BhIOpa,
He roBops yxe o Hux!"

Oxupast ee peaknuu, OH 00bICHMIT: "YTO KacaeTcs MOHUMAaHUS 9THX IIPUHIIEB, TO 9TH [Ba KJaHa
oTIpefieIeHHO HAMHOTO JTy4llle MeHs. f MuIllh Ha3BaJl IPUYKUHY, YTOOH BEIOPATh TOT'0, KTO OOJIbIIIE
IIOAXOOUT [JIS PYKOBOACTBa JTepHuasoM. f mojara, 4To C UX BIUSHUEM He COCTaBUT TPyZHa IJIaBHO



BO3BECTH IMIPHUHIA Ha 9TOT TPOH".
Tan CuHBL KUBHYIIL.

"TlorimeMTe, HaM HYKHO paboTraTs". OcTaBuB 9Ty TeMy, bali Cso(aii HampaBuIach MPSMO B TOPOT.

"Kakas pa6ora?" Tan Cunb CHOBa Oblyla 03afjayeHa.

"JenoBeuyeckue MapuoHeTKH". OTBeT ucxogui He oT bait Csio¢oit, a oT Hu Cio3, KoTopasi o 3TOTO
MoJT4ania.

"YenoBeueckue MmapruoHeTku?!" Tan CuHb mocMmoTpena Ha bait Cssodaii. OHa He 0YEeHb-TO Bepuia
cnoBaM Hu Cro3, HO Bait Cso¢oii mogTBEpAMia UX, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €€ IPUYHEBITS.

4 Ha camMOM feje 3HAI0 MEHLIIE, Y4eM TOT, KTO TOJIbKO YTO MOSBHUIICS psaooM C HuM!

"Ho HMKaAKOro NpopkiBa He MIPOU30ILI0. TOIBKO HE TOBOPU MHE, YTO 3a IIOCTIeIHNE HECKOJIBKO JHEN
BO OBOpIlE Y TeOs MOSBUIMCH HOBOCTHU", - cKa3asna TaH CuHb, KOTOpas He X0TeJjla IIPOUTPHIBATE.

Bait Cgodaii moxarn njaedaMu U oKadas rojiooi. "HerT. d KOHTaKTUpOBaa TaM C 04eHb HEMHOTUMHU
JIFOOBMU, U CPeOU HUX, S He JyMalo, 4YTO KTO-TO UMeeT OTHOLLIeHUe K eIy YeJI0BeYeCKOu
MapHUOHETKH".

Kak TonbKO OH 3aKOHYHUJ ToBopuTh, Hu Ci03 paBHOOyUIHO N00aBul: "B HaHHBIM MOMEHT PEIIUTh 3TOT
BOIIPOC HepeabHO. OgHAKO MBI IOJIXKHEL CAEeJaTh TaK, YTOOb HU OffHA YeJioBeYecKasi MapuOHeTKa He
BBICKOYHJIA U He BMelllajlach B COPeBHOBaHUe. MHBIMU CJTI0BaMU, MHEI IOJIXKHEI II0Ka 3aIUIAThCI OT

HHUX".

Tan Cunb 6e3yyactHo cmoTpesna Ha Hu Cioa. OHa... HeHCTBUTEILHO TOJIBKO YTO BCTpeTuila bal
Csodou?!

"UTo XK, IOpa MPUCTYIIaTh K paboTe. ITo OymeT OOJbIIOH MTPOEKT!"

He obpamasi BHUMaHUS Ha CTPaHHYI0 aTMochepy Mexkay xkeHimrHamu, bait Csgodait riny6oko
B3[OXHYJI U BHIIIEN Ha OOJIBIIYIO YUY, THe BI9Ku CIPHITHYI C ero mieya...
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