"Crapiuuii, S IOHUMAI0, YTO BBl CeMUac YyBCTByeTe, HO ceryac He BpeMs [OJid lledaiu. MHe HyXKHa
nHbopMauus ot Tebs1". Bait Cso¢ait TOp:KEeCTBEHHO MpepBa Menanxomuio Jlaub X3. "UTo umMmneparTop
AOyMaeT O CIIefylolleM B ouepenu Ha TpoH?"

Jlanb X3 oxwupan aToro Bompoca. OH IMoKayaJs IojIoBOM C sI3BUTEJIbHOM YIILIOKOM.

"OH... 0X... OH BCe TaKO ke CyMacClle[lIni, Kak 1 Bcerpa!" BocKnukHy JlaHb X3, IpoposixKas
00BsicHATE: "OH He HaMepeH Ha3dHavaTh HUKOT0. OH cKa3aJ, UUTUPYIO: "JIufepsl, POXKAEHHbIE B
YCIJIOBUSIX CTaOUIBHOCTH, HE CMOTYT PYKOBOAUTH". [I09TOMY OH XOYET II03BOJIUTH CBOMM CHIHOBBSIM
cpaXaThbCsl MeXay co00H, U KTo TOOEOUT, TOT ¥ YHACTIeoyeT TPOH".

Baii Csioa#t ycTaBuicsa B mycTOTY. UTO s TOMBKO 4TO yciblman?! BoT aTo TanaHT ummneparopa!l!!

JTro60¥ mpyro¥ uMIlepaTop, Jaxe HaXOsCh TP CMePTH, BCe paBHO OBl ITepeXKBaj HajleBO U
HAIIPaBO, YTO €T0 CHIH JIUIIUT ero TPOHA, a 3TOT MyOJIUYHO 00BSBUII, YTO XOUET, YTOOBI €T0 CHIHOBbS
O0pOIHUCH 3a HETO.

OH cumuTaeT CBOIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO XKU3Hb CIIUIIKOM CKy4YHOU UJIU 4TO?!

"Pa3Be TH He ynuBieH? Y MeHs Oblla Takas XKe peaklusi, Kak U y Tebs1, Korha s BIepBhIe YCIIbIIIa
a10. OgHAaKO, eC/I¥ XOPOIIEHbKO II0OAyMaTh, TO Ha CaMOM fieJjie OH IIpaB", - cka3as Jlanp X3.

Ycneimas 310, bait Csiodait cnerka o3amayniace.

"B HacTosIIIee BPpeMs eCTh IISITh IPUHIIEB, YbH OOINKe YCIIOBUS IIOOXOMST AJIST TOTO, YTOOBI CTATh
cllefyoiuM umiepatopomMm. CaMoMy CTapllieMy U3 HUX 57 JIeT, a caMoMy MyafieMy - 27. XoTs
OCTaJIbHBEIE YKe IOCTAaTOYHO B3POCIIble, UM He XBaTaeT 100 OIbITa, TU00 TalaHTa. XOTs UMIIEPaTop
cepbe3Ho 00JIEeH, ero pa3yM siCeH. 3Hasi, YTO 3TO Hen30eKHO, OH Npeanoyest Obl, YTOO IPHUHIIEI
O0pPOIHUCH OTKPHITO, @ HE B TEMHOTE U HEYECTHLIMU METOlaMU, YTOORl ©30eKaTh... TeYaTbHBEIX
IIOCJIeOCTBUR", - 00bsicHmI JIaHb X3.

Bait Csioatt 6b1n mpocBeltieH. e CTBUTENBHO, TIEPEN IUIIOM TaKOT'0 OIPOMHOTO ITUPOra, Kak
Odupuan, TpyaHo OBLIO cAepXKaTh cBou amOutuu. bojee Toro, He ObIJI0 HEOCTAaTKa B UMIIEPATOPAX,
KOTOPEHIX CBePrajiy Iocjie KOPOHaIuH.

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, HEIHEIIHUM UMIepaTop Idupa caenan IpeKpacHHIH xox!
Bonee Toro, bait Csio¢aii OB yBepeH, YTO OH yKe BCe IIPaBUJIbHO OpPraHu30Bal.

"Uto uMeHHO OH cKa3an?" baii Csodaii mpornotun, rasgd Ha Jlab X3 ¢ BUOOM KOHCyIbTaHTa. [1o
CPaBHEHUIO C 3TUMU BYHOEPKUHOAMHU, OH OBUI ellle CIUIIKOM MOJIOf.

"OH U3[JacT CBOYM IOCIETHUN YKa3 U IIO3BOJIUT MSTH MIPUHIIAM COPEBHOBATHCS OTKPHITO, 6e3
TIOOBOXOB; 3TO OyeT COPEBHOBaHUE CBSI3EY U BIUSHUS. B TO Ke BpeMs OH 3aCTaBUT UX MOKJIACTHCS,
YTO HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KTO CTaHET MOOeOUTEeIEM, OHU He CMOTYT YOUTh APYTUX OpaTheB", -
pacckasruBan Jladb Xo3.

Bait Cssoda#t ObIT B TOTHOM BOCTOPre. HeymuBUTEIBHO, YTO ITepuan CTal OMHON U3 HECKOIbKUX
KPYIHBIX UMIIEPUN.

"KT0 3TN NATEPO?" - CIIPOCUII OH.

Jlaub X3 171yO0KO B3OOXHYJI, IIPEXK/Ie YeM HadaTh.



"57-netuun [lepseiit [Ipunn JIuar 03, KykioBog TUKOBOTO Kinacca M3rsicKaHHOTO paHra. OH
IIPOCJIABUJICA TeM, YTO YCMUPSLI MATEeKHUKOB. Ero xkeHa - Myafias 4O4b UMIIEPaTOPCKOIo
npenenrtopal. He gymato, 4To MHe HYKHO O0BSICHATL BaM 3TOT TUTYJI. YTO KacaeTcs MIMPOKUX
CBsI3€H, TO HUKTO HE MOXKET CPaBHUTHCA C IIepBrIM IIpuHIEM".

"52-netHun Tpetuu npuHL JIueb PaHb, OQHOANIEPTYPHLIM KYKJI0BOA M3bICKaHHOTO paHra. B Bo3pacTte
23 7eT OH BO3TJIaBUJ IIEPETOBOPHYIO I'PYNIy B BHoneTXopH g 00CyXKIeH!s IOTPaHUYHEIX BOITPOCOB
1 BepHyJcs nobenureneM. Ero xkeHa - cTapiias cecTpa HbIHEIIHero KoMaHAupa rapHu30Ha".

"47-neTHUY YeTBePTHIY NPUHL JIUHT Xaii, KyKoNbHUK paHra ['panamactep. Korga CesmenHas ['opa
KykonbHUKOB OfHaK Ok CTana 6ecroKoNHOM, OH, B Bo3pacTe 30 JieT, BOIIes B Hee OOUH U, UCIIOIb3Ys
CBOIO 1OOPOTY U MPECTHUXK, MOANKNCAJ C HUMU OOTOBOP, KOTOPHIM IIPO0/IKAETCS 0 CUX II0D,
yKpemnsig GyHOIaMeHT JTepuana. Ero xxeHa - MafAas cecTpa rIaBH KjlaHa Xau".

"35-netuun mectoy npuHL JIuHr [3yH, KyKONIbHBIM MacTep paHra I'pangMactep. [14Th et Ha3ap,
Korpa ToproBas rpymnma Ethereal cTonkHynack ¢ 6ecripelieleHTHEIMY NTPENSITCTBUSMY U efiBa He
pa3Bayuiach U3-3a BHYTPEHHUX U BHEIIHUX mpoOeM, JIuHT 1[3yH BhI3Ba/ICS BO3TJIABUTH
OpraHU3alHIo.

CHauana OH IIepecTPOUJI BHYTPEHHIO nepapxuio Ou3Heca, a 3aTeM OTIIPABUJICS B IIyTellleCTBHE Ha
rof, 4ToOBI permuTh BHemtHue npodaemel. Korma on 3akonumi, Ethereal Merchant Group crana
Herokonebumon. C Tex IMop OH BO3TIABIsSET OM3HEC U B HACTOSINEE BPpeMs BCe ellle He XKeHaT".

"27-netauy BoceMon npuun JIuar MuHr, Kyknosog panra ['paaamactep. Tpu roga Hasaf, Korga
Jlynsas VMMnepus nonpocusa o IOMOIIY, OH BO3IJIaBUJI apMUI0 U Pa3rPOMUII CEBEPHEBIX BapBapoB,
nocjie 4ero nompocun pyku E TBopaHa, KOTOPHIM B TO BpeMs OblsI reHepasnioM JIyHHo# MMnepuy,
HapyILIUB TeM CaMbIM Tpanunuio JIyHHOU MMnepuu He XKEeHUTHCS Ha YyKUX JTOOAX."

3aKOHYUB CBOIO peub, JlaHb X3 caemnan monruit, rimybokuit Bgox. Tem BpemeneM batt Csso¢hait Obi
OILIIEJIOMJIEH... TEM, UTO B DTepHaje IPOU30IIIO0 CTOIBKO BaXKHBIX COOBITHH. [0 CETOTHSAIIHET0 OHS OH
BCerfa gyMal, 4To B ddupeasne Bce IIagKo.

[Topa3MBICTTUB, OH IIOHSJI, HACKOIBKO HeJernon Oblna 9Ta uaes. buito ObI CMeITHo, eciiu Okl B TAKOH
BEJIMKOM UMIIepUu Bce OBIIO CITOKOMHO. HU 0guH IyTh K BJIACTH He OB IPOCTHIM, B DTEpHal He MOT
OBITH UCKITIOUEHHEM!

"3HAuuT, TOT, KOTO NoAgepKUBaloT KinaHel FOHL u Jlans...?" bait Csso(aii 3ajan oueHb BaKHBIN
BOIIPOC, OT OTBETa Ha KOTOPBIM 3aBUCEIIH €0 JaJbHeHIIne qeiCTBUS.

B To ke BpeMs BO3HUKIIa mpobieMa. KTo U3 aTux nsaTeprx OyoeT ucKaTh COTPYIHUYECTBA C TeHbIO
CMmepTu U UCTIONIb30BaTh Takue 6ecyesioBeUHbIE CPEfICTBa, KaK YeloBeueckre MapuoHeTKu? baii
Cs0ds1 He UMeIl HU MaJleHIIero MoHATH.

"V Hac n0Ka HET YeTKOr0 HallpaBIeHUs, IOTOMY YTO UMIIEPaTOp CIeNUaIbHO IOPYYUIl MHE IepXKaTh
knaHbl JlaH 1 FOHb HeUTpaIbHBIMU U [IPUTJTIaCUTH BCEX IPUHIEB. ITO HE TOJIBKO AACT HaM
BO3MOXKHOCTH, HO ¥ AAaCT BO3MOXKHOCTY IIPUHI[aM. [IoMOIIIb ABYX KPYIIHBIX KJIaHOB OyHeT LeHHa O
mo60ro U3 HUX", - PABHOXYLIHO MOsiCHUT JlaHb X3.

OTHoOMmeHus MeX[Oy HUM U UMIIEPATOPOM OBLIH COBEPIIEHHO SACHEBI U3 3TUX CJIOB. Takoe
HAllIOMHMHAHHUE OT UMIIEPATOPA OBLITO PaBHOCHIJIBHO IIPOCAYNBAHHUIO 3K3dMEHAIITMOHHBIX BOIIPOCOB...

"Ha KOro TH HacTpoeH 0oJjiee ONTUMUCTAYHO?



" Bayt Csi0¢aii u3amMeHun ¢ppasy, 4ToOH 3aaTh TOT K€ BOIIPOC.
"Kak TeI fyMaelb, KT0?" Jlaab X3 TOPBKO paccMesinacs.
Bait Csioait Ovin omrennomiieH. OH He 0KHUOAJ TAKOTO OTHOIIEHHUS OT CTapHuKa.

"V MeHs HeT nmpo0OeM ¢ TeM, YTOOBI BECTH BOMCKA B 00H, HO TaKOM MMIIEPCKuH 00i? M0XKHO CKa3aTh,
4YTO Yy MEHS HeT HU €OUHOT0 OTBEPCTUS A1 3TOr0. HaCKONBKO f MOT'Y CyAUTh, 3TU NATh YEJI0BEK
HaXOOsATCS B PaBHBIX YCI0BUSAX. HEBO3MOXKHO CKa3aTh, ¥ KOro 00Jiblile IIaHCOB", - ceToBan JlaHb Xo.

Bait Csgodaii KpUBO YCMEXHYIICS, Beb OH OBUI B TOM K€ JIOOKe. ITO JeMCTBUTENIBHO TaK!

"Bce B mopsigKe, TOPONUTHCS HEKyAa. [JyMalo, IPOeT He Tak MHOTO BpeMeHH, IIpeXkae 4YeM OHU
npuayT K HaMm". OH BpeMeHHO OTJIOXKHUJI 3TOT BOIIPOC, ¥ B TO K€ BpeMsi OBLIJI TOTOB K BCTPeYe C MSATHIO
IIPUHIIaMU.

Kakue Clopmnpusbl OHM IPUHECYT, Tafall OH...
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