"BTOpO¥ BOIIPOC, 3TO BH CTOUTE 3a UHITMAEHTOM Ha BeuepuHKe?" [Tocne COPTUPOBKY BCEW COOpPaHHOM
nHpopmauuu bait Cs0¢ai CIOIB30Bal CBOX BTOPYIO OPAroneHHyI0 BO3MOKHOCTS.

"HeT. X0TH 5 IeHCTBUTENBHO KYKJIOBOM, 1 IpHUHamiIexky K Unmo3opaomy IToToky. Mou criocoGHOCTH
B OCHOBHOM CJIy2KaT [JIs cCaMO3aluTH. TonbKo pefkuit KykaoBop [ToToka [lyxa croco6eH Tak
yIIPaBJIATh APYTUMU", - IPSIMO OTBETHUJIa UMIlepaTOPCKas HaloXHula LluH. BepuTh B 3TO UK HET,
3aBucerno oT bai Cssodaiu.

"3HayuuT, TH 4/ieH banauToB I'po3kI?" - MOMHTEPeCcOBasCs OH. ITO ObIJIO eAUHCTBEHHOE Pa3yMHOe
IIPENINOoJIOKEHNE O ee TIMYHOCTH.

"9T10 TBOU TpeTui Bompoc? Ecnu ga, To 1 0TBeuy Ha Hero". OHa CIIOKOMHO IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero
yepes 3epKaro.

[Tocne munyTHOTO MOT4YaHus bait Csiodait rimy0oKo B3gOXHYIA.

"HeT, 3T0O IPOCTO TI0OOMBITCTBO". YIIYCTHUB IIAHC Y3HATh €€ HACTOSIIYI0 TUYHOCTD, OH CIIPOCHUJI O
npyrom: "Bel, mOmKHO OBITH, MHOTO 3HaeTe 0 'po30BeIx Pa3boiHUKaX, BKITIoYas Asaai0 X3 TaHs,
cnenymwiuero 3a TpersuM [IpuniieM. Hametocs, TE pacCKaXkells MHE BCe, YTO CMOXKeIlb, 0 ['DO30BBIX
Paszboiirukax. { He Oymy cnpaliuzBaTh 0 TOM, YTO TH He MOXKeIlb cKa3aTh". Ha 9ToT pa3 Bait Caodait
Ov11 Topa3no 0onee mokmagucThM. OH YCBOMIT YPOK Iociie 6eCIITIOmHOTO pa3roBopa ¢ X3 TaHeM.

"TBoe TpebOoBaHue xuTpoe. Eciu g 0TBeuy, He OyHeT JIh 9TO KOCBEHHO 03HadaTh, YTO 5 YJieH
Bbanautos I'po3w?" Ha nuiie uMmepaTOPCKOM HaJMOXKHULB LIMH TOSBUIOCH 3aAyMYKUBO€E BEIpaKEHUE,
¥ OHA IIJIEHUTEJIbHO YIBIOHYIacCh.

"¢1 He Oyoy BEHIHOCUTH HUKAKUX CYXKIEHUH, €CJIM Thl He MIPHU3HAEIIhCS B 9TOM NMPsiMo. Kak BB CKa3aw,
TaKHe KpacaBUIIbl, KaK BB, MOTYT OBITh 0OMaH4uBH", - Ball Cs0()ait YKIIOHUIICS OT ee BOIIpoca.

"Martblii, Thl JeWCTBUTENILHO YMEeEeIh TOBOPUTh. II0CKONIBKY ThI MEHSI BOCXHIIAEIIh, S pacCKaxky Tebe
kKoe-uT0". IMneparopckas Hamoxuuna Liua nepectana yneibatecsa. OHa IIOCMOTpPENa MPsiMo B T'/1a3a
Bba# Csoda1o 1 cka3asna CIIOKOMHBIM rojiocoM: "CHavana pacCKaXyd MHE O TOM, YTO Thl IOHMMAaEIIh O
I'po3oBeIx Pa3boiHuKax".

Bait Cstoaii OBIT HEMHOTO OIIIEJIOMIIEH.
"Moe noOHMMaHME 0YeHb IIPOCTOE.

He cuuTas onucaHu OPYrux JTIOAEH, s TOBOPIO, UTO 3TO TPYIIIa, COCTOSIas u3 6e3:KaI0CTHHIX, HO
CHUIbHBIX JTIOEeM, KOTOPHIE CAealoT BCe BO3MOXKHOE [IJIT HOCTUXKEHUS CBOUX IeJIeH, JaxKe eCIId 3TO
O3HayaeT yOMNCTBO CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX JItofen". OMOIIMHU B €T0 T0JI0Ce Y2Ke BhIpazkasl ero
OTHOIIIeHHEe K ['P030BHIM OaHOUTAM: OTPUIIATENIHHOE. .

3aTeM OH moOaBUIlL.

"Ho pa3srosop ¢ gapei X3 TssHeM 3acTaBUI MeHS YCOMHUTHCA. XOTS 3TO He U3MEHUT MOEr0 MHEHUS O
HUX, 51 COXPaHI0 HEMHOT'0 00POXKeNaTeTbHOCTH OJIsI 9TUX COMHEHMH".

Bait Csgodaii cka3all 9T0 Cepbe3HO, BhI3BaB yIHIOKY Ha I'y0axX ©MIIePaTOPCKOM HaJIOKHUIIHL.

“Thl O4EHD YEeCTEH, U B TBOUX CJI0BaX HET HUYETO MJI0X0T0, HO MO€e IpefcTaBieHue 0 ' p030BBIX
Pa3boiiHMKax MPsIMO MMPOTUBOIOJIOKHOe". OHa pacciiabuiachk ¥ Hadajla PaCCKa3hIBaTh CBOIO BEPCHUIO
ucTopuu. "B MoeM MOHUMAHUU, OHU OCMETUBAIOTCS NeiCTBOBATh Ha OCHOBE CBOeH I00BY U



HEHABUCTU ¥ UMEIOT YeTKOe MHeHHUe 0 mobpe u 37e. OHM OCMENUBAIOTCS XPabpo CTOSATh Iepen TUI0M
HEeCIIPaBeIIUBLIX COOBITHM. [lazke eC/i KOHEYHHIH pe3yIbTaT IIPUHECEeT BPed UM CaMUM, UX haear
HUKOTHOa He uaMeHuTcs!"

VimnepaTopckas Hanoxuuna Lus npsaMo cmotpena Ha bait Cs0¢31 ¢ HaCTOMYMBOCTHIO B Tla3ax.
[Tocne monroro monuanusi bat Csio¢aii CHOBa cHenala ABUXKEHUE U pacyecalia IOCIeIHNe BOJIOCHL.

"TBI y2K€ BTOPOM YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPEIM TOBOPUT YTO-TO Xopoiiee 0 I'po3oBeix PaszboitHukax. Ha camom
fielie g C HeTepIeHueM XAy BCTpeYU ¢ HUMHU. XOTs celdyac OHU Bpary, a He ApPYy3bs, AyMalo, M C
HUMU OTJIMYHO ITIOJIagUM, €CJIM, KOHEYHO, OHU JeWCTBUTENIbHO TaKue, KaK Thl CKa3asa". Yieibasich, OH
IPOTAHYI er pacyecKy. "Hy, pa3 Bce yxKe cKa3aHO, MHe ITopa uaTu. Hapeocs, HaM He IpUmeTcs
OJHaX[HbI CTOJIKHYTHCS OPYT C Apyrom".

Opuako Bait Csgo(dait TOBKO MTOBEPHYIICS, KaK CHapyXKU pa3fajioch TPOMKOe 00bSIBIIEHHE.
"MimniepaTop npubsii Bo mBoper Liuucoos!"

Baii Csio(a#t 3aCThIT Ha MeCTe, IIOUYBCTBOBAB B CeP[ilie YKOJI BUHHI.

YeprT, 3a YTO g 4YBCTBYIO ce0s1 BUHOBATHIM? {1 Ke HUYero He chena!

"BricTpo npsusTEChH!"

Kak Tonbko oH Habpascs xpabpocTu, uMIlepaTopcKas HanoxHula L{luH MoATONKHY A ero K

CTEeKIITHHOMY I_T_IKa(by, OTKDEINIAa OABEPLY U BTOJIKHYJIA €r0 BHYTPb. U oT0 OHIN ellle He KOHeTI.
OTTOJ'IKHYB €ro B CTOPOHY, OHA TaKXe 3aJie3JIa B HE OYEHb 00JIBITIOM HIKa(l) " 3aKpPhIJIa OBEPD.

"Yr1o TH 37ech gestaemn?!"

"TIpsiuych OT cTaporo Ko3nia, KoHeuHo!" MnepaTopckas Hanmoxuura [{un Opocuia Ha HeTro B3TJIA,
a 3aTeM IIOBepHYyIach, YTOOL OCMOTPETD BCe cHAapykKu. OUeBHUIOHO, UTO 3TOT mKa(d OBIJT 0COOEHHEIM.
H3HYTpU OBOE MOTIH SICHO BHUAETD, UYTO IIPOMCXOOUT CHAPYXKHU, U CBET CHAPYXKHU TaKxkKe MOT
IIPOHUKATH BHYTPb, HO CHAPYKHU 3TO OBT OOBIYHEIN IITKAQ.

B T0 ke BpeMs OpacieT Ha ee 3amsCThe BCIIBIXHYJI, ¥ B KOMHATe IIOSIBUJIACh elrle OJHa
"mMIiepaTopckas HanoxHula Llux". OcMOTpeB HOBOE NTUII0 CBOUM AyxoM, bait Csodait yBupmesn, 4To
3TO0 OBINIa TMOJTYTIpPO3payvHast UII030pHas TEHb.

"Unmo3uga?!" bait Cssodaii OLUI YOUBIIEH, EMY II0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH OTKPELI YTO-TO BAsKHOE.
y y

"Pa3Be g He roBopus Tebe, UTo 51 KyKnoBop Mnmo3oproro IToToka? Trl MHe He Bepulib?" C
IIPe3PUTEIHHBIM B3TJIAI0OM UMIIepaTOpCKas HanoxHula L{uH 6Gpocuia Ha HETO ellle ONUH B3TJISA.

Bait Csioat xopolio BuOen BeIpaxkeHue ee nuila. HeT, He TONBKO BhIPaXkKeHMe, OH Jaxe MOT BUMIETh
TOHKWU IIEPCUKOBLIN IyX Ha ee JIUIE...

Bomee Toro, Korga mBa 4ejloBeKa HaXOOUJIUCh B TAKOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE, TPUKOCHOBEHUS OBITTH
Hen30eXKHE. BObxas ee HETIOBTOPUMBIN KEHCKUU apoMarT U OIIyIas MATKOCTh ee Tena, bait Csodal,
€CTECTBEHHO, UCIIBITAJl peaKLdi0, CBOMCTBEHHYIO MyKUMHaM...

"Ecnu TH He y0epelb 3Ty CBOIO IITYKY, g ee cinoMaro!" IToHuMast, 4To YTO-TO He TaK, UMIepaTopcKas
HaJI0KHUIIA X0JI0OHO ImocMoTpena Ha bait Csiodali, ee IPUTBOPHO CIIOKOWHOE JIUI0 TIOKPACHENO.



Bait Csioait Oplna He eIMHCTBEHHOM C "eCTECTBEHHOM" peakinel. Haxomsich B 00BATUSX COTHEYHOTO
MaJIbuMKa, Ybsi 0COOEHHAS YaCTh Tejla BCe ellle YIIPSIMO COPOTUBISIACE €#, peaKITus
MMIIEPATOPCKOM HaJOKHUITE [InH Obla ropa3mo 60mee HHTEHCUBHOM. ..

XoTs OHA BHITTISIETIA OIBITHOM U YMeJIoN B OOLIEHUM C MyXKUYMHAMU, UMIIEPATOPCKasi HAIOXKHUIIA, Ha
caMoM [eJjie, Majio 4YeM oTjIndanack oT JIsH Jl1ouH.

Onu 06a OBIIH 6YMa}KHBIMI/I TUTPAMHU, KOTOPEIE BCETdd OTCTYIIAJIA B KpI/ITI/I‘-IeCKI/Iﬁ MOMEHT.

OTCcyTCTBUE PeabHOI0 KOHTAKTa C MyXK4YKMHaAaMU ObIIO0 eIUHCTBEHHOU CITa00CThI0 MUMIIEPATOPCKOM
HaJIOXKHULEI [IuH...

"1 GBI C PagoOCThIO, HO TH AyMaellb, s cMoTy aBurathcsa?" bait Csodait Oblta 6eCroMOIITHA.

I'namos Ha Hero, OHa X0Tena B30PBATHCA OT OOCAOLI, HO en IIPUIIIOCH COEPXKATHCA. Bomen HMIIEPATOP
1 CTaJI OCMAaTPUBATh KOMHATY. OH OB CEeIOBIACHIM CTAaPUKOM, HO €TI0 PYMAHOE JIUIO He
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €TI0 BO3PACTY.

"9T10T KabuHeT 3ByKOHEeImpoHuIlaeM. I1oka BH He OymeTe IIyMeTh, HUKTO He CMOXKET Hac HaWTH. Bh
nouuMaeTe? Ecnu Hac oOHapyxkaT, Mbl 06@ yMpeM. OTOT CTaphIi XPEIY 0YEHb Y3KO MBICTTUT!"
HMmnepatopckasa Hanoxuuna Llus ykonona bait Caodai, ee UL BCe ellle KpaCHEO.

"YT0 TH UMeEELIb B BUY?"

"Huuero. Tebe nmyuie 3aKpHITh Ir71a3a, UHaue HaM o0ouM OymeT mioxo!" Korma oHa 9T0 cKa3ala, ee
JIUIIO yKe OBLJI0O KPaCHBIM, KakK sI0JI0KO...
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