— MrxMMMM MKXxX! — IeBYIIIKA IIbITAIach YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO KJISI BO PTYy IIPEBPAIIAl 3TO BCE B
6eccMbicieHHOe MbIyaHue. OHa yxKe OKOJIO IojTydaca jiexkasla CBSI3aHHOM Ha IOJTy U BHIHYKIEHHOM
HaOJI0JaTh 3a JeHCTBUSIMHU YeJI0BeKa B YEPHBIX OeXKmax.

STuM 4yenioBeKOM ObIJT caMoIpoBo3raméenHni «KonayHs us [lemepsl Houu» 1 ceityac oH OB B
IIPOIIECCE TTPOBEEHUST CBOET0 MIEPBOT0 ¥ BeNnyYaiiiiero putyana. [IpaBaa, BCE 4TO OH Aefanl — 3TO
HAIIETITHIBAJI MOJIUTBEI CBoeMy 00ry ['71accy u XOmuil BOKPYT CBOel xKepTBHl. [IpoH3aHue e€ cepplla
KMH2KaJIOM [OJIZKHO OBIJIO CTaTh KyJIbMUHALIMEN PUTYala.

— O, Benuxkuii 6or I'macc, maii MHe CHUIy, U 5 IPUHECY K TBOMM HOTaM THICSIUU ceppel]! — KONIayH
IIPUCETT PSOM C IeBYIIKOM U 3aHEC Hafl HeW KuHXKal. I1o meKkaM OeBYIIKY ITOKATUIIUCE CIIE3HL. ..
"To, uTo OBLIIIO Pa3mesneHo,

Enuso cTtaTh mOIXKHO.

[I9Th 371eMEHTOB MUpP CO3HafyT.

Mup, KOTOPBIM IIPaBSAT CJIOBa TPU.

[IBa iBeTa BCE CMBICIIOM HamemaT."

HeoxXupgaHHO pasgascs rojioc, 13-3a KOTOPOTo pyKa KOJIAyHa OCTaHOBHUIACh Ha IOJIYTH. 3aipaB
ToJIOBY K HeOecaM, MyK4YHHa BOCKITUKHYII:

— O, Benukuii 6or ['macc, mpemHoro 6arofapeH 3a... HaCTaBJIeHUE? — KOJIYH UCIIBITHIBAT
HeomucyeMoe cyacTtbe. OH IOTy4MI OTBET OT caMoro 6ora. Benrkast BO3MOXKHOCTD, YTO IOCTAETCS
JIAIIL U30PAHHEIM.

TYT €ro B3rjisig OIMyCTHIICA, OH BCIIOMHHUII O TOM, KTO OBLI psAOooM C HUM, BCe emé KUBOH. HGBYHIKa
TapalluiliaChk Ha HEero 3alljlaKaHHEIMHU I'Jla3aMHU.

— TouHO, HaO 3aKOHYUTH HA4YaToe, — KOJIOYH BHOBDb 3aMaXHYJICA KMH2KAJIOM, HO CMOTDsSA Ha 3Ty
CXKaBIOYIOCA 1 6833aH.II/ITHy'I-O OEBYLIKY B €TI0 I'0JIOBE ITPOHECJIaCh MBICIIb:

"MoxeT 511 OBITh TaK, YTO MO OOT X04eT, YTOOH 3Ta AeBYyIIKa XKuila. UMeHHO IT03TOMY OH OCTaHOBUII
MEHs [I0 TOr0, KaK s 3aKOH4YUJI pUTyan?"

— Ho nouemy? f1 mpaBpa [OJIZKEH OCTABUTh €€ B KUBLIX? — IIENIOT HEBEPHUS CcleTen ¢ ero ryd. OH
CYUTAJI, YTO KEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHNE — 3TO TO, YTO JXKeJlaeT TEMHBIN OorT.

B cBoto o4yepeqb AeByIIKa yCIbIlIana MENOT HageXKabl U SPOCTHO 3aKKMBaJjia TOJI0BOM B 3HAK COTJIacHs
C 9TO¥M Onaropa3yMHOU UpeeH.



B uTOre KONOyH eI, 94To BOJit O0ra BakHee ero cO6CTBEHHHIX Tpo0ieM. OH IIPUCTABUII JIE3BUE
HOXKa K II[eKe [IeBYIIKH:

— Cnyma#i, cuTyalys Kakas-To HeJIOBKas IOJTyuniack. £ Belb Ha caMOM fiejle HUKOT{la ¥ He AyMall
menaTh ¢ TOOOM 4TO-TO MIoxoe. Tak 4To, 5 HafleloCh Thl HUKOMY He pacCKaxkelrb 06 3TOM
HeJopa3yMeHuu, fna?

He oTBOfs B3r/isifa OT J1€3BUS, AEBYIIKa Me[iJIeHHO KUBHYMa. [JoOphIil KONOYH B3[OXHYII, HO BCE XKe
paspesa’ IyThHl, YTO CKOBHEIBA/IM I0HOE Teso. [IouyBCcTBOBaB CBOOOMY, MEBYIIKa TOT Yac 6e30TIAIHO
IIoMYasach Ha BBIXOM U3 9TOU APSAXJION MOCTPOUKH.

— OCTaBnITh CBUETENIEH CBOUX 3JIONESHUN... — KOHeIl (pas3bl TaK U HE CIETEeN C YCT MYXKUWHHI B
YEPHBIX OESTHUSX.

BcTaBas Ha HOTH, Y HEero HeO2KUOaHHO ITIOOKOCUINCE HOTHY, U OH YYyTh HE YyIIaJl. Tomnbko OJepeBssHHaAa
CTeHa 3TOro JoMa II03BOJIMJIa eMYy YCTOSATH Ha HOT'aX. MaCCI/IPYﬂ CBOM BHCKH, OH IIOOYMal:

"Kak e ronosa 60muT. Ax, nagHo. Hy>KHO yX0oguTh, IT0OKa 3a MHOM He NPUILIIN C BUJIAMU U
(dakemamu. XopoIlo, YTO g B JII0OOOM ClIy4dae He MJIaHWPOBa 3[eCh 3aepKUBATLC."

He xkemnas 3mech 3afiepKUBaThHCS, OH ITOCIENIN Ha BHIXO[ U3 3TOTO I0Ma, KOTOPHIH 110 CYTH SIBIISIIICS
HEKHM Nof00ueM TOCTUHUIIEL 111 pa3IMYHBIX IyTHUKOB. 3[aHNe HaXOUIOCh HA OKpauHe JepeBHHU.
OHO OBITIO TOCTPOEHO YK€ OUeHb JaBHO, ¥ KaXK/IbIil [IaT COMMPOBOXKAACS CKPUIIOM NOCOK. 31eCh
OCTaHABJIMBAJIUCh TOJIBKO T€, Y KOTO COBCEM HMYEro HeT B KapMaHaX, faxe Ipoe3kue KaaHbe
TOPTOBIIEI TPEIIIOYUTAIN 3aIIATUTh HEMHOTO B3aMeH Ha ymoOCcTBa B OHOM K3 OMOB BHYTPH
IEePEeBHH.

BhiAnst HapyXKy, MyKYKWHa TOTHS BTSN K HeGy. Yke OB MO3OHMI BeUep U TOIBKO TOT CBET JIyHEHI,
4TO MPoOUBaCS CKBO3b 00J1aKa, OCBeI[al MECTHOCTb. [IPOXIafHEIM JIETHUY BETEPOK U IIPeKpacHas
HOYHAs THUIIWHA.

Ha nutie kongyHa Oblia ynibiOKa: "HaKoHell 4TO-TO 3HaYUMOe IIPOM30IIJI0 B MOei XKu3HU. Temneps BCE
u3MeHuTcs. 4 Bcé u3MeHo."

— A-a-a! Tlomorute! — NPOH3UTENIBHBEIYA XKEHCKUYU I'OJIOC PACIIPOCTPaAHUIICA 10 OKpyre. OH IIOBEPHYII
TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY MCTOYHUKA U YBUJIEN Ty CaMyI0 IeBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO OH HeflaBHO ocBoOonun. OHa
CTOSI/Ta Ha KaKOM-TO BaJIyHe, OCBelllaeMasi CBETOM JIYHBEL. A IO Hell B TeHU OBIJT KAaKOW-TO YEeJIOBEK,
KOTOPOTO HeJb3s OBIII0 Pa3rIsafeTh Ha TAKOM PAaCCTOSTHUM. YeJl0BEK TSHYII CBOM PYKHU K HOTaM
OEBYILIKH, IBHO XeJlasd «IIOMOYb» €d CIIyCTUTHCS BHHUS3.

— Xa, — MyXK4uHa B UYEPHBIX OfieKax YCMeXHYJICSI. — MoXKeT II09TOMY S HOJIZKEeH ObLI €€ OTIYCTUTh?
Hy KoHeuHO, BeuKul 60T 3HaJ, YTO Mpou3oumeT!



My}K‘-II/IHa 3aMEeTHII HpI/IGHI/I}KaIOH.II/IeCH OTOHBKH CBE€Ta CO CTOPOHEI IEPEBHU. On peninia He PUCKOBATh
1 yXKe CTaJl YXOOUTh IIPOYb OT 3TOTr'0 MeCTa, HO B MIOC/IeMHUIN MOMEHT 3aMETHJI IBHUXKEHHE TOTO
YeJji0OBEKa BO3JI€ BaJlyHa. OH gBUTa’sncs B ero CTOPOHY.

"UepT. A g emy dyeM npurnsagesncsa? MHe Hago..." Bce MBICTUTENbHBIE TPOLIECCH KOJITyHA
OCTaHOBUJIMCH B MOMEHT, KOTHa OH YBU[EI IIOf JIYyHHEIM CBETOM O€TyIIero K HEMY «4eJIoBeKa».

9T0 cymecTBo MOTJI0 OBITH YeM YTOOHO, HO TOJIBKO He YesioBeKoM. [IpaBas IojioBUHa Tena Oblyia U3
KAKOM-TO YEPHOM I'PSI3H, a JIeBasl 4acCTh OblJIa MTOKPHITA YEM-TO CXOKUM C KOPOU IEePEBLEB.
EnvHCTBEHHBIN I'71a3 ObUT B BUE SPKOM KpacHOU TOYKY Ha JIEBOW YaCTHU «JIUIa».

Bynyuu yxe coBceM 6JIM3KO, CYIIECTBO 3aMaxHYJIOCh PYKOM BbIOpPAB CBOEH IIeJIbI0 JINII0 MY XKYUHEL,
ToT, melCTBYS UCKITIOYUTENIHHO Ha pedeKkcax — OOHUM JIETKUM ABUKEHUEM OTKJIOHUJICS OT yhaapa, a
3aTeM OOHMM YETKHMM U MOJIHHEHOCHBIM [IBUKEHNEeM J0CTaJl KWHKaJl U3 HOXKEeH U BOH3UII ero
IPSIMHUKOM B T'JIa3 YeJI0BEKOMOI0OHOI0 CyIIeCcTBa.

MyxX4rHa BEpHYJICS B 00€BYyI0 CTOMKY, He 3Has ObLI T HaHECEHHBIN yaap JieTalbHbIM. BToporo
yzoapa He norpe6oBasnoch. CyIecTBo IOIPOCTY... PACTBOPUIOCH! ITO OBITIO ITOX0XKe Ha IECOK,
pa3BeBaeMbIil 110 BETDY.

Jlromu U3 mepeBHU yKe OBUIM X0POoIo BUAHLL. KonayHy HyKHO ObLIO OBICTPEE YXOOUTH, OH HE MOT
TPATUTh BPEMS Ha Pa3MHIIIIEHUS O TOJIBKO YTO Ipou3omenieM. Ho u celiuac OH He CMOT OTCTYIIUTE.

Ero YYBCTBO OIIdaCHOCTH 3a06u10 TPEBOI'Y, U OH TOTYaC OTIIPBITHYJI B CTOPOHY. B utore MmuMo Hero
IIpoJieTell HEKUH KpaCHHﬁ CHap«dAn. PaBBepHYBHII/ICB, OH YBHUIEJI Ha PACCTOSAHUU 20 METPOB
MaJIEHBKO€ POraTtoe CymieCTBo.

Hory MyK4YuHBI TPSICIIUCH, OH €[JBa MOT CTOSITh, YIUBUTEJILHO OBIJIO TO, YTO OH BOOOIIE MOT
IIPONOJIXKATh OBUTaThCA. K ero HecuacThlo poraThlil He Jajl eMy BpeMs Ha IIepPefbIIlKy — MeX ero por
00pa30BasiCcs HOBHIM KPaCHBIM CHapSM, KOTOPHIM OTIPABUIICS B CTOPOHY KOJyHA.

MyxX4rHa B Y4EPHHIX OfeXKaaX 1 B 3TOT pa3 CMOT YKJIOHUTLCS OT aTaKH, a BOT YCTOSTh Ha HOTax —
HeT. "HeT. 4 He MOry BOT Tak yMepeTh. TOIBKO He IIOCJIe TOTO0, KaK Y MeHd IOosBUJIach Hapexpaa. O,
BeNIUKu Oor ['71acc, HeyKesu Thl TO3BOJIMIIL CBOEMY aIllOCTOJTy TaK YyMepeTh?"

ObGeccuneHHBIY KOJIAYH, CTOSI Ha KOJIEHSIX MOT JIUIIb HaOnIogaTh 3a GopMUpoBaHUEM TPETHETO
CHapspa... Ho ataku B CTOpOHY KOJIAyHA Tak U He MOCJIefoBaso. B nepBril pa3 CHaApSAQ TakK U He CMOT
TIOJIHOCTBIO C(HOPMUPOBATHCS U IIPOCTO «Pa3pyLIMICS». Bo BTOPOI pa3 BCE IOBTOPUJIOCE.

HewusBecTHO IoUeMy, HO CYIIIECTBO SBHO 00Jiblile He ObIJI0 CTIOCOOHO IMTOBTOPUTH CBOIO aTaky. B
CJIeyIOUY MUT OOWH U3 CEJISTH OOHUM MOITHHIM U TOYHBEIM BHICTPEJIOM U3 JIyKa «pa3Besiyi» MOHCTpA.
OTmpaBuB CTPENy MPSIMHUKOM B GOJIBIIYIO TOJIOBY MaJIEHbKOT'O CYLIECTBA.



Bumst 9T0 KOIOYHY XOTEIIOCh OT AYIIN paccMesiThCsi. Ero GOr 3ammTHi ero, He MO3BONIUTT €My
yMmepeTs. "{ mericTBUTENBbHO u30paH." CoOpaB BCe OCTABIIMECS CHUIIbI, OH MOMBITAJICS BCTATh, BCE eIé
60sICh BO3MOKHOT'0 «Cyfa» Hafl 000 CO CTOPOHHI XKUTEJIEN JePEeBHHU.

— Oyyx. Xa, g yXKe CIUIIKOM CTap CTaJ, YTOOB CTONIBKO OeraTh. O, IapeHb, YTO 9TO Obla 3a
YepTOBIIMHA? — 3allbIXaBIINICS MyK4UHa JIET COPoKa ¢ GhaKesioM B pyKe yxe OB PSIIOM C
KONAyHOM. C HUM OBIJIO elllé HECKOJIbKO YeJI0BeK.

KomnpyH yKe SIBHO JTUIINMIICS BO3MOXKHOCTH CBaJIUTh MO-TUXOMYy. YTo mpousomno? OH 3TOTO TOXKe He
3HaJ.

— ¢ Bupen, KakK Ha Te0s KTO-TO OexKaJl, a Thl TAKOH BXKYYX ¥ OH PACTBOPHUICS. 1 CHadasa IogyMar,
YTO OMSATH C aJIKOTONIeM mepebpari, HO ITOTOM 3Ta poraTasi XpeHb TOUHO TaK¥Ke PaCTBOPHUIIACH MTOCTIe
BRICTPeia Kpara, — OH yKa3asi Ha rPYIIY JIIOfeH, YTO OKPYKUIa MEeCTO, THie JOJIKEeH ObI
HAXOMUTHCS TPYI CYIIEeCTBa, HO TaM OBIla TOJIBKO CTpPesa.

— CrapukK, Hy BOT 4TO ThI IpXCTaa K mapHio0. OH, BO3MOXKHO, UCIIbITal CAIbHEHIINH... 3, KaK ero
TaM... cTpecc! BoT. Tak 4To, He €3k K napHw. Ero cHavyana OTIOUTH Ha0, Aa YeM IoKpernue. ['xe-
rxe, — MyKHK C KpaCHBIM IIPHUILIEN Ha ITIOMOILIb KOJIAYHY.

— la, CTapI/IK, KpaCHOHOCBIﬁ OEeJI0 TOBOPUT, — B PA3rOBOD BCTYIINUII My2KYHKHA B TpeyroanofI mIdIe,
— K TOMY K€ MEI BCE BUIEJIN, YTO OH BCTYIIMJICA 3a HAIITy AJ'II/ICY.

— BepHo, ITupar. Emé ogHa npuyrHa HAIOUTh €ro, rxe!

— Oi1, ymonkHuTe Bl 00a. He ocren ern€, cam Bcé Bupmen. [lapeHs Tem 0ojiee He U3 HAIIKMX, TPUYUH
BCTYIIaThCs He OBII0, HO BCE paBHO IIOMOT!

B 6r1cTpO 06pa3oBaBiIeMcs Oanarale, KOJIOYH U CJI0OBa BCTaBUTh He MOT. OH ITPOCTO MOJIUIICS, YTO
9TH JIIOOYM CKOPO VHAYT M OCTABST €ro B MoKoe. Ho BOT ero yIu yJI0BUIM 0YEHb BaXKHYIO [IJIsT HETO
(dbpasy, npousHeceHHyio [TupaTom.

— Jla-ma, a TOMHUTE eIré 9TOT CTPAHHBIN T'0JI0C?

— Mrxwm, YE-TO TaM IIPO 3THU IIpaBALIXE IJIEMEHTEI, — KpaCHOHOCBIﬁ IIBITAJICA BCIIOMHHUTE CJIOBA.

— Bamka Tr! nbsiHast! To, 4To OBIIO pa3mesneHo...

CTapI/IK IIOBTOPHII YCIIBIIIAHHOE. CmnoBo B cnoBo. To X&ke, 4TO YCIIBIIIAJI KOJIOYH OT CBOETO Gora.



— BHI, BH TOXKE, 9TO, CIIBIIIAINA? — 3alIMHASCh CIIPDOCHUII MY2KYHKHaA.

— Hy ma. M1 Bce TIIOTOMY K3 OJOMOB M BEIIIJIHN, a IIOTOM BOH KPHK Anuce YCIIBIIIAIl U METHYIJINChH
BCEM CKOIIOM CHO[a.

— I'xl, 3aroBopmi, crpecc npomen? Ho BHIUTE BCE PaBHO HAO...

KpaCHOHOCBII;I IIPOOOIIZKUIT PACXBAJIMBATE CBOIO BEIIIKMBKY, HO B 3TOT PAa3 KOJIAYH OKOHYATEJIbHO BEIIIAJL
M3 pa3rosopa.

"Tloyemy? [ToueMy OHHU 3TO CIblanu? Pa3Be 3T0 He OBITIO TOC/IAHUEM CBEIIIE UCKITIOYUTEIHHO AJIS
MeHsq? MoxerT... MoXeT cuja 6ora Tak BeJHMKa, UTO IIENOT, TpefHa3HaYaBIINNICSI MHe, ObLIT yCIIbIIIaH
BO BCell OKpyTe? U TONBKO S CMOT'Y IIOHATE... Xa, [a KOTo 5 IbITaloch 00MaHyTh. BCE, Kak U Bcerfa.
Hukorpa g He cTany «u30paHHBIM». MHe Ccygp00i0 BeJIeHO CTaTh TPYHTOM [Jig Jopory Benukux."

JIMMUBIIMCH BEPH — €IMHCTBEHHOI'0, YTO IOOIEPKKUBAJI0 KOJIAYHA, OH yIajl Ha3eMb, IIOTEPSB
CO3HaHHUe.
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