Xexexe, 9TOT NIPUHI] OUeHb Xpa0priit [lecuanblll yenoBekK. [Jaxe 3Hast, YTO 51, BEPOSITHO, MOTY YOUTD
€ro OOHUM IIPUKOCHOBEHHEM PYKH, OH XOUeT BLIPA3UTh CBOE YBaXKeHHe U CBOIO XpabpocTh. Tak 4ToO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Ha MePBOK 0pHLIMaIbHOM BCTPeUe C KOPOJIeBCKUM NepcoHaxkeM [lecuanou Mimnepuu,
y MeHs C HUM IIPsSMoit KOHTAKT. Korja Takue HOBOCTH [OMAYT A0 OPYTUX IPUHIIEB, UHTEPECHO, KaK
OHM OTpearupyioT? ByayT 11 OHU CYOUTh MEHS U MBITaThCS OCYOUThH CBOETr0 OpaTa 3a CTOJb
yBaxKuUTeIbHOE oOpalleHue ¢ BparoM? Ho gyMaro, 4To 3TO He IoMellaeT MHE JOCTUYhL CBOEH IIeJIH.
TonmbKO caM UMIIePaTOpP MOXKET PEIIUTh, YTO 51 CIIMIIKOM OIlaceH, YTOObI OPOIUTE II0 ET0 TEPPUTOPUH,
¥ MeHs1 OyOyT IpeciiefoBaTh. XOTs, BEPOSITHOCTh 3TOTO MaJjla, TaK KaK Y MEHS Telephb eCTh
nofiIepKKa IIPUHIlA U, BO3MOXKHO, OpUTrafHOT0 reHepasa. 9TO JOCTaTOYHO BECKUM IIOBOM Ha HaHHBIH
MOMEHT YTOOHI IT03BOJIUTL MHE OCTaThCsl. MOKET OBITh, CO BpeMeHeM OH caM yOeguTCs, YTO 51 0YEHb
Xopollee JOCTOsIHUE A HuX. Hy a 1 CMOTy UCI0/1b30BaTh UHGPACTPYKTYPY HaHHOU MUMIIEPUU OIS
cOopa 3HaHU 00 3TOM MHUPE.

[ToToMy 4TO s BIepBhIE CMOT'Y OOIIATLCS C Pa3yMHBIMHU cylnecTBamMu. Oeu ObIIM UOMOTAMHU, JaxkKe
ecnu OBl g ObLJI C HUMU [IpyKeJo0eH, Jydlilee, YTO OHU MOTJIM MHE CKa3aTh, 9TO TO, UTO AEPEBHS
PacTyT, a XKUBOTHbLIE pa3MHOXKarTCcsI. Ho s He Mory ObITh B HEBEIEHUH O TOM, KaK YCTPOEH 3TOT MHUP.
[ToaTOMy B KazKIOM Pa3roBOpe s [OIKeH coOupaTh MaJieHbKHe OeTaiu. II0TOMy YTO OHU, BEPOSITHO,
IYMAIOT, YTO S 9YaCTh KOPOJIEBCTBA UJIU OOJIBIION I'PYIIIEI KPEICOIIONOB. M IOKa OHU AyMalOT YTO €CTh
TaKas HeBUOUMAs yrpo3a, Kak HaJllnuyue apMUU KPBICOJIONOB I'Ie-TO, s MOTY OBITh CIIOKOEH 3@ CBOIO
JKH3HB.

[Tocrne TOro, KakK MpUHIl OBICTPO YOMPAET CBOIO PYKY C MO€H, T HaUMHA0 JeTaIbHO pacCMaTpUBaTh
ero omexny. OHa 6oyee UMM MeHee Takasl ke, Kak y AxMaja, HO ¢ ropa3fo 00ojee BEHICOKUM
KayeCTBOM ¥ HEKOTOPHIM cepebpoM U 30JI0TOM, CUIUTEIM Ha HEM. JTO [OJKHHI ObITh OQHUIIMAIbHEIE
I71aThsl YUHOBHUKOB. M y IpuHIlAa TOXKe eCTh Byanb. OHU JeWCTBUTENIbHO YOEOUINCh, YTO HUKTO He
CMOKeT MOJIHOCTHIO0 YBUAETh uX null. MHTepecHo, moyemy? OHU cTpallHbie? 1 uMel0 B BULY, OHU
COellaHbl U3 IIeCKa, OHU MOTYT UMeTh JTI00kIe NTHIla, KOTOPHIE OHU XOTST, pa3Be HET? Ho aTo MeHee
BaxkKHee, YeM CJeJIKa, KOTOPYIO S MOJIKeH 3aK/IIYUTh MIPSIMO ceiiyac. 1 momKeH IMIPOCUTh OOJIbIIIe,
YyeM MPOCTO OecITaTHLIM mpomyck. Ho 4To ke mompocuTh? MoKeT, KpUCTaJIIEl BPOJe TOT0, UTO S
Halen B fome [Ipenka?

"9TOro c-c-CKpOMHOTO C-C-CIyTy 30ByT Cnuk, Baiie Bric-c-couecTBO. Bbl He BU-BUTEIH HUYETO
110m06HOT0 B 3TOM ITyC-C-CThIHE?"

U 51 moxa3bIBalo eMy OIMH M3 KPUCTAIJIOB. {1 4yBCTBYIO, UYTO OH KOJe0yeTcs 13-3a CTPAHHOT'O IIBETa
kpucTtanna. OH 03afgayeH, HAaIpUMep, HOXKEH JIM OH B3SATh B PYKU 3TO KPUCTAIII, YTOOH U3YYUTH €TI0
TIIATeIbHO. [IPUHI] TPOTATUBAET PYKY, YTOOI B3SITh KPUCTAJII, HO 5 €ro youparo.

"Mou u3-3-3BuHeHus, Baiie Bric-C-cOUeCTBO. ITOT KPUC-C-CTAJII 0YEeHb OMac-CeH, CIUK CIIUK. XOTUTE
ca-caMu y6emuThCsa?"

Cka3zaB 3T0, g 6pocaio KpUCTall JajlekKo OT CTeHHl, Ha [II0HY, KOTOPYIO BUAUT KaXKOBIM COMIaT,
CMOTPSIIKY Ha Hac. KpucTanna uMeeT JOBOJIBHO XOPOIITYIO TPAEKTOPHIO U MTOTIaj IIPSIMO Tyaa, Kyaa 5
XoTenl. 4 o4eHb Xopoio Opocalo Belu. M, MpUKOCHYBIIKCH K IIECKY, KPUCTAJI MTHOBEHHO
BBICBOOOZKIaeT KUCJIOTHOE 3aK/IMHaHKe. To, 4TO ObII0 OOBIYHOM [I0OHOM, Teleph UMeeT 3-MeTPOBYIO
OBIPY B cBoeM (prraHTe. ITO 3penuiile AeiCTBUTENIBHO TOPA3UTEIIbHO, 5T 3HaM, YTO 3aKJIMHAHUE OBIIO
YCHUIJIEHO, HO B JIeCy 3aK/JIMHaHUe sfia OblJI0 3HAUYUTEIbHO MeHee MOIIHEIM, YeM [co3[aTh KUCTIOTY].
Ecnu maxe s cefiyac B IIIOKe OT CHJIBI CBOETO 3aK/JIMHAHUS, YTO TOBOPUTH O ITeCYaHbIX TIOAaX. I



BHXKY, OHK HE 0KUOaJIN TaKoOu moru. Bece IIPOCTO CTOLAT HAa MeCT€ KaK BKOIIaHHEIE, HE CMEsS
IIOIIIEBEJINTD U IIAJIBIIEM.

Haxe npuHIly moTpeboBanock Mo KpaliHel Mepe 5 CeKYHI, YTOObI OTOIBUHYTE B3TJISAN OT MIOHHL. W
IIOCJIE 9TOTO S BUXKY, KaK OH CMOTPUT Ha KPUCTAJLI, KOTOPHIY Y MEHS B PyKe. OTOT, 5 TOJIBKO 4YTO
BHITAIIUJI €T0 KapMaHa. [IoToMy 4To fa, y MeHs HeT 6ara Ha BCe 3TH KPUCTAJINIH], TaK KaK OHU
MaJIeHbKHE, MOTYT IIOMECTUTHCS B OOJIBIIIOM KOJTMYECTBE BHYTPH KapMaHa MOETro CHapsKeHus. BoT
IIo4YeMy s Cephe3HO 6j1aroflapeH CHUCTeMe, YTO [ai MHE TAKYI0 XOPOIIYI0 OfeXay. XOTsI, eciu Ol y
MeHs OB MHBEeHTaph, Kak B PIIT, 3To ObIT0 OB eltle nyyine. Ho g He MOT cKa3aTh ApHH, YTO X0Uy,
yTOOBI OHA CO3/iajla TaKoe IMMPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM HET IIpefielia 3amacy BCero, 4To s Harpaout. f
IIOHATHSA He UMel0, KaK TaKoe BooOIlle MOXKeT OBITh CO3aHOo.

[Tpunn MepqneHHO npoTsaruBaeT 0be pyku, 4ToOw cxBaTUTh Kpuctami. Kak 6yaTo 9T0 Hal[MOHAIbHOE
mocrosHue. 4 BUXKY, KaK KOMEHJAHT HaulHaeT NPUOINKaThCS K HaM, YTOOH IPeJOTBPATUTh TaKyio
oracHOCTH A mpuHila. Ho CenmuM Opocui Ha HEro TaKoW yOMMCTBEHHBIM B3TJISM, YTO TOT OKaMeHeJl
Ha MecTe. [Toce Toro Kak OH B3$J1 KPDUCTAJIJI, HAUMHAeT U3y4aTh ero BHUMaTe/IbHO pacCMaTpHBas
KaXX[blil CaHTUMeTp. KoOHeYHO, 0OH TopaXKeH ero CUJION, BeOb 3TO MOY CaMblid MOIIHBIN MHCTPYMEHT B
apceHasne. OH TOBOpa4YMBaeT ero MHOTO pPa3, ¥ II0X0XKe, YTO OH XOYET TKHYThH B HETO IaJIbIleM, YTOOH
OH u3pan 3ByK. Ho yBUneB pe3ynbTaT pa3dUTOro KpUCTala, OH BO3NEPKUBAETCS OT 3Toro. U
BO3BpalllaeT ero o0paTHo.

- YBazkaeM&bIl TOCTh, S C COXKaJIeHHEM COO0OIIa0 BaM, YTO 3TOT HEOOBIYHBIM KPUCTAJIT He MOXKET OBITh
Hal[eH HUrae B nycThiHe. Ho, eCTh 4TO-TO O4Y€eHb [I0X0XKe Ha Hero."

"Y-yTO 3TO, CIIUK CIUK?"

"9TO SOPO MOHCTPA, B YACTHOCTH, simpa MOHCTPOB Kopomnei 'poOHwMII."

"dnpa MorcccTpos?”

- [IpocTuTe MeHs 3a mpeHeOpeXeHNe BalllMMK 3HAaHUSIMH, S YBEPEH, YTO BH yKe 3HAJIU O
CYIIIECTBOBAHUH SIIEP MOHCTPOB. ITO MOSI BUHA, HO INYM Ha I0Te HAIlleT0 MECTOHAX0XKIEHUS HECYT B
CBOUX TeJlaX TOT K€ THUI KPUCTAJlJIa, KOTOPHIM BB MHE TOJIBKO YTO ITOKa3aiu. [Ipoly IpoIeHusi, 9To
He MOTY IIPeIoCTaBUTh BaM 6ojiee TOUHYI0 MH(MOpPMaIuio."

Tax, 4To 5 mMoMXKeH OBIJT 3HATH O CYLECTBOBAHUH SIEP MOHCTPOB? ITO O3HAYaAET, YTO KPHICOITIOEL,
KaK M3BECTHO, UCIIONL3YIOT 3TU SiApa UK COOHMpaloT. OTO ONpeeeHHO TakK, HHa4ye MIPUHI] He
MU3BUHMIICS OBI, KOT/Ia 5 IIPOCTO IMPOHU3HEC 3TO UMsI. XOPOIIIo, YTO MOe IMIPOU3HOILIeHNe He MOXKEeT
mepenaTh MOM YYBCTBA, TAK KakK [IJIsI MEHS 9TO OBIIIO B BOIPOCUTEIbHOM Kittoue. OH 3HaeT O0JIbIle 0
KpHICAX, YeM $, 51 OOJIZKeH 3aCTaBUTh ero roBopuTh 060 BceM. Ho mpyrast Bellb - HEXKUTH Ha IoTe.
Iymato, UMeHHO TaM s ¥ 3a0nynuics. [I03ToMy OHM XOTST, YTOORI S1 CHOBA yOHMBal HEXKUTh. M oH
maxke CKasall, 4YTO eCTh XOTs Ol omuH mud. Ho emuHCTBeHHAs mpobieMa 3aKI0daeTcss B TOM, KaK MHE
¥ [IaJibllle BRITJISIAETh CUJIBHBIM B UX T'JIa3aX, ¥ B TO JKe BPeMs PEIIUTh MO0 MP06IeMy OTCYTCTBUS
YyBCTBA HampaBiieHus? He Mory xe cKa3aTb, YTO 5 MOTEPSIJICS B TOM MycThIHE. Hy, g yXKe 3T0
cHenas, HO TOJIBKO He mepeq HUM. 91 He MOTY IIO3BOJIUTh UM COIIPOBOXKIATh MEHs, HHAYe OHU OyIayT



3HATh, 4YTO 4 HE MOT'Y HAaJIOZKHNTh 3aKJIMHAHKWE HaBCermaa. Y HEX ecTh KOMMIac?

"KakoBa H-Harpajia 3a BBHIIIOJIHEHME 3TOr0 3aaamaHusa? Har-rpapa? Anapa MoHC-C-CTpoB?3a yc-
CTpaHeHWe BallluX Bparos, CIUK CIUK."

Tummza. OH 3TOT0 He oxkumas. Ho s uMelo B BUAY, YTO S B XOPOIIEM MTOJI0XKEHUN Ha 3TUX
neperoBopax. OHu 60SATCST MEHS; ¥ HUX eCThb 00IIlast HICTOPUS C KPBICAMH UM, TI0 KpalHe! Mepe, OHU
3HAIOT 0 HUX MHOTO0. [I03TOMYy OHU He OyIyT IOCIENIHEIMU K3-3a 3TOT0. B TO BpeMs Kak 5 IPOCTO
CTaBIIIO BCE Ha TO, YTOOHI MU3BJIeYb MAKCHMaIbHYIO II0/Ih3Y OT ITEPETOBOPOB, OH SBHO UILET
TOOXOOAIIYI0 Harpady. M oH He MOXKeT ero HauTu. ¢ ©Mero B BUAY faxke s He 3Hal0, 4ero g xouy. J
IyMal, YTO He3aBUCHUMO OT TOT'0, YTO OH IIPeHJiaraeT, s IPUMYy.

"Bam OynmeT npegocTaBiieH CBOOOIHBIM ITPOXO."

4 e Oymy oTBeuaTh, 1 UMEIO B BUY, UTO 3TOTO SBHO He XBaTaeT. & yOMBalo BallMX BParos, a BEl
BO3HarpaxpgaeTe MeHs BO3MOXKHOCTBIO BOUTH B Ballly ummeputo. [lomeuTair. Ho npuHI| He 3aMeyvaer,
YTO €ro IIpefokKeHne Xankoe. TOIbKO 4epe3 MHOTO CEKYHT, OH IOHSIIL.

"Bbl, 9X, BBl CMOXKETE HCII0/Ib30BaTh UMIIEPCKYIO HHPPACTPYKTYPY."

Tak-To nydllle, HO YTO 3TO Ha CaMOM [eJie 3Ha4yuT? YTo onpenesnseTcsa Kak uMIepcKas
nH@pacTpykTypa? [laxke eCiau 9TO 3BYYUT OYEeHb XOPOILO, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO JIOBYILIKA. TaK 4TO Jydlle
He 0TBedYaTh. JTO BCE PaBHO He OKOHYATEJIbHOE NpefjiokeHue. He MOBpeoUT MOIyYUTh YTO-TO elle.
[TaxXe IPUHI] HEe BHITIIAUT TAKUM YBEPEHHBIM, KOTla TOBOPUT 3TO.

- 3Haelllb, BHYTPU UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOPIla eCTh rapeM. C 3TUM BBl MOXKeTe CBOOOJIHO BOUTH, TO, YTO
naXxe s He BCerga MOTr'y cejiaTh. BHyTpU caMble KpacuBEIEe CYIECTBa Ha CBETE."

Hyy, Tenepb 3TO A€ CTBUTENIBHO HENOBKO. OH IIPOCTO MHITAETCS KYIUTH MeHs rapeMoM. Kak OynTo s
3a004yCh 0 ITecyaHo! XKeHIuHe. {1 uMelo B BUOY, Kak 3T0 Boobie paboTaeT? 9 He X04uy 06 3TOM
ayMaTh gaxe. IIpocTo omyieHne rnecka ceidac HEBHIHOCHMO, C TeX OHEH, IPOIIeAIlnX B mycThiHe. U
TH XOUelllh, YTOOH 9 elre Ooblile «II03HajI» necka? brlla co3maHa gojras ¥ NeliCTBUTEILHO
HeJIOBKas TUIMHa. HaunHal roBOpUTh, IIPUHII, TTOXKaJTyHCTa.

- Bare xxenaHre UCIOIHUT caM MMIlepaTop. KoHeYHO eciiy 3TO He HaBPe[UT Halllel UMITePUU U He
Ha4HET BOMHY C OPYroi cTpaHOM, MEl OymeM 00s3aHbI BEIIIOHUTE J1I000€ Ballle KeJaHue."

Benukonenso. OgHO XKeJlaHNE OT OOHOTO U3 CAMBIX MOT'yIIeCTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB B 9TOU IIYCTHIHE. Ho s
H€ MOT'y ITO3BOJIMTH 3TUM IIPEObINYIITUM IIPENJI0OKEHNAM yﬁTI/I

"Ilorosopunucs! {d mpuHUMaK0 BC-C-Ce, CIIUK CIUK."

"Xopomo...... BCEEEE???"
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