— Ou 31ech.» MHOrue 00paTuiIn CBOU B30pHL Ha npubnuxkaiomerocs L{luab BaubTsHSI. OHU HE MOTTIX
He cpaBHUBaATH ero ¢ Cs0 HOewm.

Csto O Obln OMHUM U3 BRICIIIUX MTPENCTABUTENIEH 9IUTH CPEOU MOJIOOr0 mokoneHusi. OH MpeB30IIen
MHOTUX CTapIINX, ¥ Terneph He MHOTHE B ero CekTe [lyxa Meda MOTJix IPeB30UTH €r0 10 cuie. Y
Hero OBIJT U30THYTHIM MeYOM J100 ¥ IEMOHUYECKOEe 04apOBaHUe B €T0 MOBefleHUU. XOTs OH 3HaJl, UTO
Lluub BaubTsHL TPUOLLT, OH BCe ellle He MomHuMar rina3. OH MpomoKal MUTh CO CBOUMHU
HAJIOXKHUIIAMU, KaK OyaTo eMy ObIJIO HaIlJIeBaTh Ha 3TOT BEI30B BOOGIIIE.

YTO KacaeTcs 3TOr0 TaUHCTBEHHOTO IIpeTeHJeHTa. Io cux IIOP HUKTO HE 3HaJl eT0 MMEHH 1 He 3Hall,
OT KaKOH CHJIBI OH IIPpHUIIEI. 9T0 OBIJIO ITOX0KE Ha TO, KaK OH ITOABHUJICA U3 HUOTKYy[Oad, BHE3AIIHO
IMOSABUBIINCE B IOPOAe, 2Kejiasd UCII0JIb30BaTh Cs0 1O, YTOOBI BBICTPEJIUTH K CJIaBe.

VictrHa Oblsla TaKKe TaKo#, KakK OHU Ipepmnosaranu. Lluab BaHbTSIHBL KaK pa3 U IBITANICS
ncnonb3oBaTh Cs10 O, uToOwI cTaTh 3HAaMeHUTHIM. OH ITpoBepuI Ha (oHe Bcex 36 ryGepHATOPOB,
yT0 3TOT Cs10 FOit OBITT MUKOBEIM Te€HKUEM, KOTOPHIH OblT cuiibHO B3pamieH CekToi [Iyxa Meua. Csio
FOit He 0OMaHy T OKUJAHUN CBOEYM CEKTH M CyMeJl MOTHATHCS Ha Ty MO3UINI0, KOTOPYIO0 3aHUMaIl
ceronHsi. Ero xapakTep OblT UYpe3BEIYaliHO BHICOKOMEPHBIM ¥ IIOXOTJIMBLIM, OH HaIycKasl Ha ce0s BU[I,
Kyna Obl HU To1Iesl. Y Hero yxKe ecTb 00jiee iecsATH HaJT0XKHHUII, ¥ BCe OHU OBLIJTM MOJIOABIMU MHUCC U3
KPYIIHBIX [lepKaB, KOTOPhIe TaKKe ObIJIM Ype3BelYaiiHo KpacuBhl. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OOBIYHLIE
KpaCaBUIIEl HEIOCTOMHE flaXKe CTaTh OOHOU U3 ero HaJIOKHMUII.

Bce 9T0 51BHO OBIIM €70 HEJIOCTATKH, HO BCE OHM ORI CKPHITHI CUSTHHEM ero HuMOa. OTOT BBICIIHM
rennit CekTsl [I[yxa Meda, 3TOT caMblii MO0foi# ry6epHaTop Iloxku3sHeHHOT0 ['0opona, A Bcex
OCTaJIbHBIX OBIJIO BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIbHO, YTO OH OBLT BEICOKOMEPEH U MMeJl MHOTO KPacoT BOKPYT cebs.
HukTo He OymeT 3a00TUThCS 00 3TUX » HegocTaTKax BooOule. M3 pasroBopa LluHb BaHBTSAHS CO
CTAPUKOM 3TO OBIJIO SICHO BUIHO.

Lluub BaHBTAHB IIar 3a IIaroM IIPOJBUTAJICS BIEpe[], HalpaBiIasich K TOMeCThio rybepHaTopa. Korga
oH yctaBuics Ha Csio KOs, ero aypa X/IbIHYIa HapyXKy, ero HaMepeHue cpaxaThCs OBIJI0 OUEBUIHEBIM.

Cpenu TOMNIBI CTapUK C YOUBIIEHUEM ycTaBuiics Ha LluHb BaubTsaHs. OH BhIIIET ¥ TPOOOPMOTAT: «3ITO
OEHCTBUTEIILHO THI?»

[luub BOHBTSIHB OTTISTHYJICS U YIIBIOHYJICS 3TOMY CTAapHKYy. Tak YTO 0KA3aJoCh, YTO 3TO OB HE KTO
MHOM, KaK TOT 6eCCMePTHHIN UMIIepaTop HayalbHOU CTAfiuM CTAPUK, C KOTOPHIM OH KOT[Ia-TO
pasroBapHuBall.

<<CTapBII>i TOCIIOOUH, KaK MMOXKMBaeTe? — 3aCMEesJICs LvHb B3HLTSAHB.

['ma3a cTapuka BCIBIXHYIIY, IO Ha LIvHs BaHBTAHS, KOTa OH 3aroBOpUII: «MaJlbllll, Thl MOXKEIIb
OBITH IOCTATOYHO TAJIAHT/INB, YTOOH MOOEUTH TPeX APYTUX Ty0epHAaTOPOB MOAPSA, HO JyUllle BCETO,
4yTOOBI THI 3HAJI, KOTMIa OCTAHOBUTHLCS. BHI TOIKHBI U3BUHUTLCS Hepef rydoepHaTopoM Csio KoeMm, u oH,
BO3MOZKHO, PELIUT MOIIAAUTh Bac.»



BpocaTs BEI30B TyOepHaTopaM OBIIIO COBCeM He Becesio. Benb rybepHaTopckas ycagbba Obina
IIPEeICTaBUTEJIEM BJIACTH B OTIPefe/IEeHHON MeCTHOCTU. XOPOIIIO, ECIU TH BEHIUTPAEIlb, HO €CIIU
IIPOUTPaellh, HUKTO HUYEro He CKaXeT, eCciu TybepHaTop pewuT youts Tebs. Begs uMeHHO
IIPETEHOEHT B3sJI UHUIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH, OH, €CTECTBEHHO, JOJIXKEH 3allJlaTUTh CBOIO IeHy. Ecnu
HET, TO YTO IPOU30MMIET, eC/I¥ BCce HauHYyT OpocaTh BEI30BHI TOJIHKO ITIOTOMY, YTO UM 0OJIbIlle HEUEero
menaTh?

[Tomo6HbIe MHIMAEHTH CIIy4YaauCh MHOTO pa3 B ucTopuu IloxusnenHoro LlapcTtBa. Ecnu npeTeHaeHT
no0euT, OHU II0JTy4aT U3BECTHOCTh, HO Ha CAaMOM fiejie OHU He ITOCMeI0T HUYero CHeaTh
rybepHaTopy. Ho ecnii 0HM IPOUTpaloT, Ty4IlIiM clieHapreM GyfeT To, YTO OHU OYOYT TSIKeso
paHeHHl, faxe OBITh KaleKol Ui YOUTHIM ObUIO OOBIYHBIM CIIELCTBUEM.

— Borpimoe cacu60 3a COBET, HO ST BCe XKe X04y 1Monpo6oBaTh.» LIuHb BoHBTSIHL KUBHYIT CTAPUKY .
Crapuk yCcTaBuJICSA Ha HETO U B3OOXHYJI. — [ToyeMy THI [OJIXKEH 3TO fgenaTh? Bbl, MOIOEIE TEHUH,
yKe NpoOuuch B IapcTBO 0€CCMEPTHOT0 UMIlIepaTopa B TaKOM I0HOM Bo3pacTe. HeyxKenu cnaBa Tak
BaxkHa [IJIsI BCeX Bac?»

[luub BaHbTSHB YIBIOHYIICS, HO HUYEro He cKa3as. CrmaBa? boJibllle Bcero eMy ceiyac HyKHa Oblna
He KTO MHas, Kak cnaBa. Ecriu Obl y Hero OBI0 JOCTAaTOYHO CJIaBHl 3[eCh, TO dMmupeern Jludaiipa
oTIpefielIeHHO He ocMeNuyics Obl HaMepeHHO HalleIUThCs Ha Hero. [TockonbKy IMnupes JIudatipa
OTKa3ajlach IPUBECTHU €T0 CI0fa, OH MOT IIPUUTHU Clofa TOIbKO caM. Ecnu HeT, OH Bcerpa OymeT B
IIaCCUBHOM II0JI0KEHWH, IIOVMaHHLIM B JIOBYLIKY Ha JlafoHU dMnupes Jludaripa.

— EcTh MHOTO XeJalouX UCI0Ib30BaTh MeHs KaK CTYIIEHBbKY K CJiaBe, ¥ Thl He MepBhlid. YTo
KaCaeTCs TOTO, TI0UeMy S CHUXKY 3[eCh U KAy TebsI, TO 9TO TOIHKO IIOTOMY, YTO TH T0Oemu
HECKOJIBKUX IPYTHUX r'y0epHATOPOB, Y TeOs eCTh KBanu(pUKaIKs, YTOOB BCTPETUTLCS CO MHOU., — Cs10
HO# HaKJIOHWII TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpPEN Ha LluHb BaHBTSAHS, €ro rojioc 6blT OKpalleH XOJIOMHBIM
BBICOKOMEPHEM, KOTHa OH IIPOIOJIKMUI: — Terneps 51 gam Tebe [Ba BapuaHTa. Bo-nepBhIX, U3-3a TOTO,
YTO BB OPOCUIM BBI30B IIPECTUXKY I'yOEpPHATOPCKOTO IIOMECThSI, BAM IIPUAETCS TPUKABI ITOKJIOHUTHCS.
Ecnu BH 3TO cHenaeTe, 1 OyQy CUUTaTh, YTO HUYETO HE ITPOU3OIIIO, ¥ BBl MOXKETe YUTH OTCIOJa.

— A KaK HacyeT BTOPOro BapuaHTa?» — crpocui Lluas BoHbBTSHE.

— TolI yMpels, — CIOKOUHO poroopuil Cso FOu, ero ToH 3By4asn C HEOCIIOPUMEIM aBTOPUTETOM.

— Tak ke BLICOKOMEPHO, KaK yTBepKaanu ciyxu.» Ha nuile Llunb BaHbTSIHS MOSIBUIACh YIBI0KA. —
MozxkeT OBITh, €CTh ¥ TPETHUM BapuaHT. ThI TPOUTPAII.»

XomnogHas ¥ HacMeUUUBast yibiOka ckpuBuia ryosl Csio FOs, Korga oH X0lMomHO paccMmescs. OH
Ipourpan?

BeccMepTHBEIY HMIIEPATOP CPedHeN CTaAuM X0Tesl OPOCUTEL BEI30B MY, KOTOPHIH OBbIJT KMIIEPaTOPOM
BBICIIIEH CTAagUHU, KOTOPOMY He OBIJIO PABHBEIX? ITO 3BYYaJiO KaK YPe3BLIYANHO CMEITHAS Iy TKa.
Ckopee BCero, MmofaBpsiollee 60IbIITMHCTBO 3PUTENIEN TI0OYYBCTBOBAJH, YTO 3TO TOXKE IIyTKa.



Tonbko yT0OH YBUAETH, KakK Cs10 FO# BcTaeT B 3T0T MOMeHT. O0e ero pyku 006XBaTUIM ABYX KEHIIUH,
¥ BCE TPOE B3MBIJIA B BO3AYX. ITH [IBE €r0 HaJIOXKHUIIBI TOXKe ObUIM 6€CCMEPTHHIMU UMITEPaTOPaAMHU.
XoTs 6eccMepTHBIE UMIIEPATOPHI HE MOTJIM CUUTAThCS JIIOIbMU C BEICOKMM CTaTycoM B ['opofe, ObITH
HaJIOXKHUIIaMU T'yOepHaTopa OBIJI0 He TaK yXK IIJI0XO0.

«Tpetuit BapuaHT? Thl X0YeIllb UCIIOIb30BATh MEHS KaK CTyNeHbKy? HacMmeluBas yiaei0ka Ha Jule
Csio FOs1 crana mmpe. — [I1s1 MeHs 3TO He YTO UHOE, KakK 3abaBHOe pa3BieuyeHue. Ho ans Tebs 310
IIyTh, KOTOPBIY IPUBENET Te0S K CMEPTH.

Korga 3ByK ero rojoca 3aTuX, OH OTITYCTHJI IBYX HAJIOXKHUI U BHIIEN. «YOUTb Te6s? fd MOTY CHemaTh
3TO B OOHO MI'HOBEHHUE.»

«['y6epHartop Cs0, moxkanyicTa, falTe MHEe HEKOTOPHIE YKa3aHusi, — LIuHb BOHBTSIHBL CIIOKOMHO
B3rNIHYJ Ha Cs0 FOs1 co crmaboii ynbiOkoi Ha nuile. Ero 6e33a60THOE OTHOIIIEHUE 3aCTaBIISIIO €T0
CJI0Ba Ka3aThCsl HAIIOJTHEHHEIMU a0COTIOTHON YBEPEeHHOCThI0. YeM 6oibllle OH Tak ceOs BeJl, TeM
6oJIbIlle HUKTO HE CMeJI eT0 HEIOOLEHUBATh. ITOT MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK TOXKe [JOJIKEH IIPUHA/IekKaTh K
HeoOBIYaMHOM cue, BepHOo? Eciu HeT, TO KaK Okl OH OCMENUIICS Ha TaKoe?

OpHako 4emoBeK, KOTOpoMY OH Opocait BhI30B ceiyac, 0w Csto HOit!

Aypa Cs0 HOg BHe3anHo u3MeHunIachk. B 0qHO MrHOBeHUE aTMOC(epa CTana Ype3BhYailHO
HalpsXKeHHOM, KOTrfia BCce MOYYBCTBOBAJIM yAylIaolee faBleHue, faBsAllee Ha HUX. OKpyxKaloliee
MEHSJIOCh BMECTE C €T0 aypou. ITa CioCOOHOCTE Oblyla CIUIIKOM yxKacawuleil. OH faxe He chesnanl
HY OOHOTO Ilara, HO OKpyKarollee MPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT HETO yXKe CTaJI0 TAKUM TSIKEJIbIM.

Ero rmasa MODPTHYJIH, U BOAPYT B BO3AyX€ ITOABUIIMCE IBE MOJIHKUH, IIDOH3UBIINE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, IEJIACh
B rias3a Lluab BoHbTSIHS, XKenas YGI/ITB €ro gyiry.

B ator momeHT LluHb BaHBTSAHD TOJIBKO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Cujla OYIIEBHOM aTaKyu Bpe3ajach B ero
nymry. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ cebs CKajloii mocpenu OYIIYIOMIMX OKeaHCKUX BOJTH, BRIIEPKUBAIOIIEH
MHTEHCUBHOCTE IITOPMa 9HEPTUH, KOTOPHIH IIOCTOSHHO 00pyimuBaicsa Ha Hero. ['nasa Csio FOs4,
Ka3aJ10Ch, OBLIN 3aredaTiieHbl B er0 [yIIE.

TonbKO 0OUeHb He3HAUUTEIbHOE KOJIMYeCTBO Ky/IbTUBAaTOPOB OBUIM OIIBITHEL B aTaKax Ha Aymu. Emie
pexe MOKHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTDH KOT'0-TO, KTO OBUI HaCTOJIBKO CHUJIEH, COBepIas OYyIIeBHYI0 aTtaky. Eciu
OBl ero MPOTUBHHUK ObUT 0OBIYHEIM 0€CCMEPTHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, €TI0 IPOTUBHUK, BEPOSTHO, yMeD Ol B
OJHO MTHOBeHUe C ero aymou. Tem He MeHee, LIluHb BoaHBTSHD OB TAKIKE ONBITHBIM B 9HEPTUU
oymu. B 9To MrHOBEHUE ero Aylla IpeBpaTuiach B TPaBUHKY, AUKO TPEMeIlyIlyi0, BO3BHIIAIIIYIOCT
nocpenu OYyIIyOUero sHepreTudeckKoro mropMa. Hecmotps Ha cuny ataku Csio FOs1, oH He cMor
youth aymy Lluub BoaHbTSHS.

I'ma3a Lluab BoHBTSIHS TOXKe U3MEHUJIUCH, CTaB HECKOIbKO IEMOHUYECKHUMU, KOT[la B €r0 3padykax
MOABUNNCH criupanu. B omHo MmraoBeHue Cs10 FOu o4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 TENIENOPTUPYIOT B APYroe



M3MepeHue. 30eck MeUH CBEeTa HAIOJHIANY He0eca, HallOTHEHHBIEe SHeprue aymu Lluab BoaHbTAHS.
910 OBINIAa He TPOCTO aTakKa AYIIM, OHA BKITIOYasia B ce0s MaTepHasbHbIM KOMIOHEHT, CITOCOOHBIM
IpUYNHUTE Ppuandeckuit Bpexn Cso 0.

HeMaTepuranbHOe 1 MaTepuaabHOe, 00a acneKkTa ObIIA CIUTH BOEIUHO COBEPIIEHHBIM 00pa30oM.

Cso O npuwmypuncsa. Os He oxkupas, 4To LIluas BoaHBTSIHb OKaXXeTCqd TaKUM MOTYILIECTBEHHBIM U
obnagaoumM Takol cunbHoM gymioi. Ha camoMm nese, [Iluab BaHBTSIHD OBII laXKe UCKYCEH B aTaKax
SHEepPruy OyIlu.

OpmHaKo OH JIHIIL XOJIOMHO PACCMESJICS U CHelas IIar Bepes, 3acTaBUB He60 U3MEHUTH IIBET.
BesrpannyHass MOIIb Me4a MCXOMKIIa OT HEeT0, KOTHA OH C CHJIOH BRIPBAJICS U3 U3MEPEHHUS.

[Tocne 9TOro IPOSIBUIICS B BHICIIEN CTEIEHU MOIIHBIN OMEH Meda. [10BCIOoy BUAHENUCH CUITYITHL
MYOPeIoB Meuel, KaX/bl U3 KOTOPBIX OBLIT TePeToTHEH OLIEIOMIISIONENR MOIIIbI0, KOTHa OHU
ycTpemunuch K L{luas BanbTsaHI0. Ha MrHOBEHUE IIPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT LIMHL BOHBTAHS OKPEUIOCH
psI0BbIO PBYIIEN 9HEPruy, kKejasi pa3opBaTh ero Ha YacCTH.

LluHb BoaHBTSAHB U3TUBAJICS C OTPOMHOM TPOCTPAHCTBEHHOU MOIIBIO, €T0 TEJI0, Ka3asocCh,
CYIIECTBOBAJIO TOJILKO B IpyroM u3Mepenuu. ETo coOCTBEHHBIE BIafleHUSI Meya MPOSBUITUCE,
TyOsias MeJIoaus OecaTH ThICSY Medel Oblyla CIIBIIIHA, KOTOA OHU JIETENIH K KaXKI0MY CUJIY3Ty MaroB
Meua, aTaKyIOIIUX ero.

Ha kKakoe-TO BpeMsi TPOCTPAHCTBO MEXKIY HUMHU ITPEBPATUIIOCH B JKECTOKUHN MUP Medel. BHe3amHo
pasfgancs KpHUK, y OMHOTO U3 3pUTENel, KOTOphle ObIIM CIUIIKOM 6JIM3KO0 K HeMy, Obljla OTOPBaHa
OIHA M3 ero PyK OT HUTHU MedYa. Y BCeX Ha JIUIaX OTPA3UJICS CTPaX, KOTOa OHM MOCIIEIIHO OTCTYIHIIH.
OHu 00HAPYXKWIIK, YTO TEPPUTOPHUS 3a IpefeIaMu Iy0epHaTOPCKOTO IOMECThST yKe Oblyla TOTHOCTHIO
TpOHU3aHa Me4yoM. Te, KTO TPUGIU3UTCS K HEMY CITUIIKOM O0/13K0, OyIyT pa3opBaHbl HA KYCKH.

«Bb333~ — cunyar Cso K04 ucyes, Korga OH CIUICI C OQHUM U3 MyAPELIOB Meda. ITOT MyOpel] C
MeUYOM IOSIBUIICS MPsIMO Tepef LluHb BaSHBTSHOM, KOT'Ia OH PacCeK ero MOITHEIM yIapoM, KOTOPHIN
OB CPOMHM yOapy rpoMa. TOT yaap I'POMOBOTO Meda OblT criocobeH youTs 60ToB U Oy A,
AcTpanbHas Oylla Myapelia Meda Oblna CIMIIKOM yxKacalolel, B 3T0T MoMeHT Csio KOi Ob11 ToX0XK
Ha UCTUHHOTO MyHpella Meda, KOTOPHIM OB BO3POXKIEH.

BesrpanuuHoe cusHue XIbHYI0 U3 LIuHb BaHbTAHS, KOorma Meuyu cBeTa OeClipecTaHHO
BBICTPEJIMBAJIM, COKPYIIas BCe, UTO IIONAfanoch PALOM C HUM, KOTZla OH PEIIXyI CTOJIKHYThHCS J100 B
7100 CO CBOMM NIPOTHUBHUKOM. Korfia SpKuil CBET CUSIHUS yIajl Ha Tejo My[pella Meda, MyOpel Meda
(baxTUUecKu pacraics.

OpHako meno ere He ObI0 3aKOHYEHO. Cs10 O 0TKa3aics OT Tella U Pemuil 00beUHUTHCS C
IPYyTUM MyOpeloM Meda. Korma oH BEIIIEN, ero Med CTaJl ellle CUJIbHee, CIIOCOOHBIHM OIPOKHUHYTh
IIPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HETO.



LIuHb BoHLTAHB IIPpsIMO B3MEIJI B BO3AYX, IIOSABUBIINCE II€PEN Cs0 KOem. On TUPAHUYECKHU YOapPHUIl,
3aCTaBJIdAd HEIIOYKY OTIIEYaTKOB KYJIdKOB, U3JIyHaIOIIUX OTPOMHO€E CUAHNEe, COEOUHUTLCA BMECTE,
COKpyIIad elne OgHO Teql0 Myapella Meda.

Opuako Mygpelibl Meda Bo BinageHusax Cso FOHs Ka3anuch 6ecKoHeYHBIMU. Ka3anock, 94To 0H
OCTAHOBUTCS TOIBKO IOCIIe TOTO, KakK yobeT Lluab BaubTsaHs. LIluHb BaHbTSIHB U3My4Yal
MMIIePAaTOPCKUI CBET, PE30HUPYS CO CBOUM co3Be3nueM. C peBoM OH BrICBOGomaui Pyky Bora, u
TBICSTYX 30JI0THIX OTIIEYATKOB JIaflOHeH 3aKPHIIU BCe BOKPYT. B Bo3ayxe cimabo CIIBIIIAIHUCh
OynmuiicKve TIeCHOMEHMS, KaXKas U3 ero aTak Ha caMoM jfiesie 06j1ajaia OquHAKOBEIM YPOBHEM
CHIIBI.

['poxouymive B3pLIBHBIE 3BYKU pa3faBa/iiCh HETIPEPHIBHO, TPOCTPAHCTBO, KAa3asioCch, OBIIIO OYTH
paspyineHo. K a3ToMy BpeMeHHu BCe MyOpeIlsl Meda OblIM YHUUTOXEHEI. Bce 3pUTeTu 4yBCTBOBAIIH,
KaK TPeIeIyT UX cepalia, HaOmomas 3a MPOUCXOOSIIIM.

OTOT TaMHCTBEHHHIM IPETEHAEHT Ha CaMOM fiefie ObUT el CTBUTENIbHO 00Jlee YeM CIoco6eH
cpaxaTtbcs npotus Cso HOs!
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