I'nmaBa 2. Kponuku BKyCHBIE
B Korfa-To IyMHOM JleCcy HacTynuja Takas THIIMHA, YTO faxe HaCeKOMEBIX He OBbIJIO CIIBIIIHO.

2KeHIMHa B CEpOM IIJIaThe YCTAaBUIIACh B MycTOTY. CKPECTUB HOTH, OHA BOCCe[alia Ha OCTaHKax
OTPOMHOTO THTPA, BHITJISIAS BCE TAKOU JKe XPYIKOM, KakK U paHbile. HEMHOTO TOB3kIXaB, OHA
CcKa3aya cebe:

— 9X... { Tak ycrana, nopa AT OMOM!

3aTeM OHa MOTUXOHBKY CJie3sia C Tpylla TATpa ¥ IOTporaja CBOU IIJIOCKUY XXKUBOT. YTO-TO €CTh
3axoreniock. OHa 0OCMOTpesiach, pa3risigbiBas pa3HOMaCTHEIE Tejla JEMOHOB. Pa3 yx 51 BCce paBHO
3[ech, mo4YeMy OFblL... He IPUXBATUTh YTO-HUOYIb HA YKUH?

HemHoro IIOAyMaB, OHA ITOBEPHYIIACh U ITOAOOIIIA K 6eJ'IOCHe}KHOMy TEeJIy KOPOJisi KPOJIMKOB. Ho kak
TOJIBKO 2KEHIIMMHA IIOIIBITAa/IaCh YXBATUTL €r0 3a XBOCT, YTOOBI IIOTAIIUTH 3a COGOIZ, KOPOJIb KPOJIXKOB,
BBITTISIIEBIINI 0O 3TOTO MEPTBEIM, BHE3AITHO O2KHII.

(0 00)

BckouyuB Ha HOTH, OH HE CTall y6e1"aTb. BmecTo 3T0or0, OH IIOBEPHYIJICA K Hel, YIIaJl Ha KOJIEHHU U
HayaJl OMTHCS TOJIOBOM O 3eMIIIO.

— O, Hebeca, 0, Hebeca, cxKanbTeCch Haflo MHOMU. A Obln HemrpaB. CaM TOTO He IMMOHUMAS, ST OCKOPOHUT
BacC, — JIAIIO KOPOJIg KPOJIMKOB MTOKPHIJIOCH CllIe3aMU U COIJIIMHU. Ero Tenno ApoxKaso Tak CUILHO, YTO
110 6eJI0My MeXy LU BOJIHHL.

— Th IIPOCTO IIPUTBOPAJICA MepTBI:IM? — MOPT'HYJIa XKEHIIMWHA, IIPUCEB PAOOM C KPOJIMKOM.
KOpOJ'Ib KPOJIMKOB 3a[pP02KaJl elle CUJIbHEe.

— {1 Bcero-HaBCero KOpPOJb KPOJIMKOB. ¢ He TAaKOU Kak OHHU. 1 MUTaCh TOIBKO TPABOM, ¥ HUKOTIA He
en miopei. Ha MoeM TomeyeHuu OCTaIiCh U CTaphle ¥ MaJibie KPONMUKU. MHe HYKHO 3a60THUTHCS O
Kponuubel HOpe, 6e3 MeHs Bce ee 00UTaTENU NOTUOHYT. YMOJISIO, OTIIYCTH MEHS.

2Kenmuna Obla myratoieii. Koponbk KPOIMKOB HUKOTHA B CBOEH XKU3HU He BUIET HUKOI'0 HACTOJIBKO
CUJIBHOTO, KaK 3Ta XkeHIuHa. OHa, KOHEYHO, BHITJIsIAeNa ciiabee CMEPTHHIX, HO 3a CEeKYHAY
YHUYTOXKUA OECITKHU THICSY NEeMOHOB, BKJIIOYas MEBSATh OCTAIbHBIX KOPOJIeH-IeMOHOB, KOTOPEIE
HaXOOUINCh Ha JECSATOM CTYIEHU pa3BUTHUA. XOTh ee JBUXKEHUS U OblIM 6ecriopsiHOYHBIMY, HO OHA UX
YHUUYTOXKHUJIA BCEX JEMOHOB B MTHOBEHHE OKAa, OHU JlaXkKe MOHSATh HUYETO He YCIIEH.

CTpalllHO... KaK CTPAIIIHO...

HeynuBuTenbHO, UTO 3a MOCTIEJHNAE TPU MecsIla HU ONUH IeMOH, BRI U3 Jleca, He BEPHYJICS
obpatHo. C Takoii CUIOHN, faxke eclid OBl OHa IoXkKeJlaja YHUUYTOXKUTh BCEX CYIIECTBYIOIIUX B MUDPE
[IEMOHOB, el He TIOHaJ00uI0Ch ObI Ha 9TO GOJIBIIE IBYX YaCOB.

— ¥V Tebs ecTh KpoJibuaTa? — BHE3AIIHO CIIPOCHIIa OHa.
— Jla... ma, — KUBHYJ KOPOJIb KPOJIUKOB.
— O, — XeHIIKHa ITOMOJIYajla ¥ BHE3allHO KUBHYJa eMy. — [lo3mpasisio!

— A?! — XOpOIb KPOJIMKOB PACTEPSJICS U IO MPUBEIYKe 0TBeTM1. — Cnacubo... Ciacu6o?



Yrto oHa umena B Bumy? OHa XoueT yOUTh MOUX [ETeu?
— ThI mefcTBUTEIbHO HUKOT A He el Ionei?

— Ha! Ja! — sHepruyHo 3aKuBaj KOPOJIb KPOJIMKOB. — f KyJIbTUBUPYIO BEreTapuaHCTBO. B3ringHu Ha
MOM MeX, OH He 3allsiTHAH HU KPOBbIO, HU JIIOICKUMU 00HIaMHu.

— JlagHo, Torma TH cBoGomeH! — oHa 6e33a00THO ITOMaxalla pyKaMu u go0OaBuia. — MoKellb UOTH
0o0paTHO U [aJjbllle TUTAThCS TPaBoii. M mepenai oCTaTbHEIM KPOJIMKAM, YTOOBI OHU TOXKE
IIPOOJIKAJIA OCTABATHCS BeTreTapHUaHIIAMHU.

A! A? — KOpOJIb KPOJIMKOB BHINIAJT B 0CAJ0K, €0 I'jla3a BHIIE3NH U3 OpOUT. — BEl cOGMpaeTecs...
OTIYCTUTH MEHSI?

— Ara, — KuBHYyJla OHa 1 Hepa3bopuuBo gobasuna: "beru, Habrupai KUPOK".

Kopomnb KponMKOB He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO ero momanasaT. OH B3TJISHYI Ha pa30pocaHHbIe 110 3eMIle
TPYIIBI OCTAIbHBIX IEMOHOB.

— BHL... 1 B camoM fiesie He yObeTe MeHs?

— {1 He yOUBal0 MEJIKUX XKUBOTHBIX. 3a4eM MHe Tebe JraTh?

B KOHIIe-KOHIIOB, TH XK€ He ellb JIIofeH.

— Ho... cpemu moru0umux meMoHOB OBITI0 OOJIbIIIE BCETO KMEHHO KPOJIMKOB... — KOPOJIb KPOJIUKOB
3aMep, He OKOHYMB CBOIO (pa3y. 3a MoCIeNHre TP Mecsila MOTu0/Ix COTHU IeMOHOB. TpeTh u3 HUX
OBllIa KPOTUKAMU-TeMOHAMH.

— M-M... — OHa He BHIT/IAOENAa CepJII/ITOI;I, CKOpee HCKPEHHE IIbITAaJIaCh IIPUIIOMHUTE. — [Toxoxe, 4TO
TaK U €CThb.

— 4T10?

— Ho 370 moTOMY... UYTO KPOJIMKU TaKue BKyCHEIE!
— ..4dro?

YT0 3T0 3a IpuUYKMHA TaKasa?

JINIo XXEeHITMHE BHE3AIIHO II0CEPLE3HEIO.

— Bupuib nmu... OneHrHa CIUIIKOM KeCTKas, a MSICO JIMCHUIIH HETIPUSITHO axHeT. TUTPEI
BBIMUPAIOIINI BUM U 0XPAHSIOTCS KPaCHOM KHUTOM, TIO3TOMY 5 He ITOCMeJla X eCTh. B 3Mesx
CJIMIIKOM MHOT'O KOCT€H... — IMEePEYnCIsiiia OHa, 3arubas maiblibl, ¥ 3aK/TI0YMTIA:

— B ofmiem, Kponuku nydiiie BCeX... BKyCHEBIE!

Koporto KponuKOB CTaio 0YeHb IPYCTHO. 3HAYUT KPOJIMKY IIOCTpanasny 6oJblle BcexX U3-3a KauecTBa
CBoero Msica. f He X049y OBITH BKYCHBIM!

Taxk, mocrorTe!



B pa3yMe KOposi KpOIUKOB BO3HUKIIA COBEPIIIEHHO HEJIenasi MBIC]Ib.
— Tax B yOuBaeTe IEMOHOB...

— Yro06Hl ecTh! — OoTBeTUNA OHA. — 41 XKe TOXKe XOUy XKHUTb.

Tak BOT IMO4YeMy I1OCJIe MEPTBBIX IEMOHOB HUYETro He ocTasnock! Mx ymoTpebunu B nuiy. Ho pa3se
KYJIbTUBATOPHL HE BO3[ePXUBAOTCA OT efbl? Kakue nuneMepsl B 9TUX CeKTax!

demed L

— O, 3TOT pa3 He CYUTAETCS, — OHA BAPYT YTO-TO IIPUIIOMHUIIA U fo0aBusia, yKasbiBas Ha TOPY U3
TEJI IEeMOHOB:

— 41 TyT XWBY B XuXKHUHE Hemomaneky. He 3Hato, ¢ 94ero 3To BaM B3AyMajIoCh LIyMETh IOCPEIU HOYH,
HO BHI, TAPHHU, MeHs pa30ynwnu. KTo mocie Takoro He pa303IuTCs?

3HAYUT JEMOHEI pacCCTalucCh C 2KU3HBIO, IOTOMY 4YTO UX C06paHI/Ie OBITIO CITHIITKOM I.T.IYMHBIM?

ITOT XKeCTOKHUH (HaKT Cpa3ui KOPoys KPOJIUKOB HaAIllOBaJl. 3aKOHUYMB C 00bSICHEHUSIMY, JKEHITHHA
TIOBEPHYJIach, YTOOH! yiiTH. BO3MOXKHO TO, YTO HEMPUHYKAEHHLIM TOH €€ rojioca IPOTUBOPEYNI
YPOBHIO €e CUJIBl, IpuAano xpabpoCcTy KOPOJIi0 KPOJIMKOB ¥ OH BHE3AIMTHO PEILINICSA Ha AeP3Kui
MTOCTYTIOK.

— BoruHs, momoxaouTe, MoxKanynucra.
[ITarHyB Briepen, oHa 00epPHYIaCh.
— Yero Tebe?

— XM... 6OTHHS, — CTapaTeJIbHO IBITAJICS MIOAaBUTh CTPaX KOPOJib KPONIUKOB. — Ec/iu BaM He XBaTaeT
KaKuXx-Tu00 HHIpequeHToB [ o0ena, s Obl MOT IIPENOCTaBUTh BaM UX. MbI, IEMOHBI-KPOIUKH,
BeChbMa MHOTOYKCJIEHHBIA HapOd ¥ MOXKeM HauTH IJIs Bac aio0yio eny. [TouemMy OBIL... — B3T/ISTHYB Ha
JKEHIIUHY, KPOJIUK CTTIOTHYJI CIIOHY, U Yepe3 CUJTy PofoJikuil. — Eciu xkemnaeTe, s 65 MOT
€XKeqHEeBHO NOCTAB/ISATh BaM IIPOAYKTHI?

—0, HpaBna? — TI'JIa3d KEeHINWHEI 3daCUAJIK, HO IIOTOM CHOBA IIOTYXJIA. — Y MeHs HeT meHer Oy el
Ha BBIHOC.

Kaxkoii elie enrl Ha BEIHOC?
— Boruns, onst MeHs OymeT 4eCThbio yToouTh Tebe. MHe He HYy>KHHBI IEeHbT 1!

— Ho aT0 Tak HGYJIOGHO... — KEHIIMMHAa BOAPYT ITOKPaCHEJIa C HEJIOBKOCTBIO IT04YeCaila I'OJIOBY. — Bawm
9TO HE€ NOCTAaBUT JIMITHUX HpO6J’IeM?

— Her, HeT, BOBCe HET, — TMOJIbIIEHHBIA KOPOJIb KPOJIMKOB ITOKAYasl I'OJIOBOM.

— 0%, cmacubo.



— J:[OTOBOpI/IHI/ICb, — JIBCTUBO y'J'II:I6Hy'JICH KOPOJIb KPOJIMKOB M JIMIIb TOT'Ja IIePEIIel K T'JIaBHOHM YaCTH
CBO€ro IIlTaHa:

— Torpa... MO ceMbs 4aCcTO MMOKHUaeT MUP AeEMOHOB. He Mornu Obl BEI, ITOKayHCTa... He YOUBATh
ux?

— XOpOH.IO! — HEeOOoJIT'0 OyMasi, KUBHYJIA OHA. — Ilo Tex II0D, IIOKa OHHU He €OdAT TIIOZIEN.

— boruns, 6YJIB yB€PEHa, OHU BCE NEMOHLI-BETE€TAPUAHIIBI, — KOPOJIb KPOJIMKOB HE MOT IIOBEPHUTEL B
TO, KaK C Hell 0Ka3aJIoCh JIETKO OJOTOBOPUTHECS, X OHA Ka3alaCh TaKOM... BeXKJINBOM. — Torga
AJOTrOBOPHUIIUCE. 3aBTpa S IMIPUITIO IIPOAYKTEI B TEPEBHIO.

— Tebe, HaBepHO, OymeT TPYOHO.

— Her, BOBCe He TPYOHO.

— Torma, ecnu BCce B IOPSIAKE, 5T BEPHYCh B KPOBATh.
— Boruns!

— XM-M...

— Kaxk Bac 30ByT?

— O, meHns 308ByT lIaub UH.

— boruns lIsnes MH, cY4aCTIMBOTO MYTH...
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