Cronb IIly oyeHb OLICTPO MOOHSJICS HA HOTH. Pe3K0 M3MEHUBIIUCH B JIKIIE, OH COPBAJ C cels
HECKOJIbKO BEPXHHX CJI0€B OHEeK[Ibl ¥ Pa30pBas B KJIOYKH. B rHeBe IIBRIPHYB OCTATKU OfEKIE cebe
107l HOTH, OH ITOTOIITAJICS 110 Hel HoramHu. ITocyie 9Toro oH B3MaxHYJI PYKO#, 1 Ha HEM TTOSIBUJICS
Opyroy Hapsig roxy6oro mBeta. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH He GBI HACTOIBKO ATMHHBIM, YTOOB! BOJIOYUTHCS 3@
HUM II0 3eMJIe.

— Kxe... — oTkammnsmics oH. — Tak 3a4eM BBl IPUILIH... AX, [a... MOM JIUCT 3UMHETO0 AyXa MOXKET
IIOJIYYUTh HE KaXKIbIM YeJIOBEK.

Teneps Cronb Iy momHOCTEIO BepHYI ce0e XONMOOHBIN ¥ BHICOKOMEPHBIN BU[I, Kak OYATO 3TO HE OH
CIIOTKHYJICS ¥ yIIall Ha 3eMJTI0 HEeCKOIbKO MIHOBEHHU Ha3af. Ecnu Okl He cBexXKas I'PsA3b, MPUITUIIIIA
K €T0 JIUIy, OHY TTOAyMau Obl, YTO 3Ta ClIeHa UM IIOYyOUIach.

Iy FOa: ".."
sup Un: "..."

[MTamamia Hio wMen GOJIBIION OMBIT B TPOBEIEHUM TTEPETOBOPOB, TO3TOMY OH IIEPBHIM IIPUIIET B Ce0sT
mocyie moka. 3006pa3uB cepbe3HOE BHIpAXKEHUeE JIUIa, OH CKa3all:

— XM... Monogou nMmmnepaTtop Cions! HaMm ToxKe U3BECTHO, YTO 3TO YPE3BEIYAaMHO ApParolneHHbN
npegMeT. Ho MBI CTIBIIIIATIH, YTO B OT/IMYAETECh BEIMKOMAYIIKNEM, ¥ TOJIbKO BHl 00IafaeTe JTUCTOM
3UMHErO fyXa, I09TOMY...

3ameTuB, 4TO ero cnoBa He Tporynu Cious Iy, I'y FO3 cpa3y ke cxBaTul BO3MyIIeHHOT0 PebKy 1
BPYYUII €T0 EMY.

— T'oBopaT, uTo Monono# umnepaTop CloHb UMeeT caMoe U3LICKaHHOe YBIeYeHNe BO BCEM MUpe
6eccmepTHEIX. [10 CYACTIUBOM CTyYaltHOCTH HAM yAaioCh pa3go0BITh 3TOT AYX PACTEHHUS, KOTOPHIN
MCKJTIOYUTEIEHO XOPOIIIO B3aUMOIENCTBYET C TpaBaMU U iepeBbsiMU. EC/iu MO3BOIUTL MY OCTAThCS
3[ech Ha TpU Mecsilia, 1 o0elllao, YTO Balll caj CTaHeT ellle 0ojee MBIIIHEIM U BEJITUKOJIEITTHEIM.

— YUK-4YUK-4YUK...

Kaxk TonbkKo oH JOT'OBOPHII, Penrka Havanm oT4asTHHO BBIPBEIBATHCA. OH He XOTeJI 0CTaBaThCS 3MIECH
eJIbIX TPHU MecCsdla.

— Jlyx pacteHus?

Momnopou umnepatop CroHb llly geiicTBUTENBHO HEMHOT'O 3aUHTEPECOBAJICS, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH
Opocun B3rnsm Ha PebKy, €ro IuIlo cpasy ke Mpe3puTebHO CKPUBUIIOCE.

— Kak s Mory 03BO/IUTh TAKOMY YPOL/IMBOMY COPHSIKY PacTé B MOeM cafy?
— YUK-4YUK-4YUK...
"Cam TBI ypomuBheii! Bea TBosA cembs ypopnuBas!”

Yronok pra I'y KOs HepBHO mepHYycs. IToT CioHb IIly He TOIBKO TIECTaBHBEINA U CaMOBITIO0IEHHBIH
4yeJl0BeK, HO ellle U IIOMeIllaH Ha KpacoTe. HemHOro nogymas, OH TpSAxXHYN PenpKy u ckasan:

— Pepnbka, maBait, momMoru MHe. [IpuMu CBOO OOJIBINYIO Y€JI0BEUECKYI0 HopMy.

— 1!



Pembka medCTBUTENTBHO CTAs OOJIBIIKMM, HO He IIPeBPATHIICS B YeJIOBeKa. BCIBIXHYIT OCIEUTEIbHO
SIPKUM CBET, U MaJleHbKas pefbKa IpeBpaTuiack B 6ombiryio. I'y F03 ¢ TpymoM cMor ymepKaTh ee Bec,
eIBa He yIaB Ha KOJIEHHU.

— bnun!

"OT 9TOM T/Iyno¥ pefbKy BCEro-TO U TpebOoBaIoCh, UTO OCTAThC 3[EeCh Ha Tpu Mecsaia. O0g3aTeabHO
HY2KHO OBIJIO TTOKA3bIBAaTh CBOM XapakTep?"

— Xouellb Bephb, XOUEIIh He BEPh, a 5 CeTOmHS oTaaM Te0s M LIuHy, 4TOOR TOT IPUTOTOBUIT U3 TeOs
oBoIIIHOE OJ1I0m0!

PembKa COBEpIIEHHO HE UCIIYTaJICs ero yrpo3bl. OH BBEIISTUII CBOIO TPYIb U (PEIPKHYII:
— !

ITocse 3TOr0 OH MOCTEIIEHHO YMEHBIIUTICA OO CBOETO 0OBIYHOTO pa3Mepa.

..." CeromHs y Hac K CTony OymeT HOMONHUTEbHOE 6111010!

Cronp IIly SIBHO He UCIBITHIBAJI HUKAKOT0 UHTEpeca K 9TOMY AyXy pacTeHusi. Heu3BeCTHO OTKyZ#a
IIOCTaB Beep, OH NIPUHANCS 00MaxuBaTh UM CBOE BCe ellle IIOKPLITOE I'PSA3BI0 JIUILI0, BUAUMO CUUTAS,
YTO OH BHITJISAUT OUEeHb IJIETAaHTHO.

— JlapgHo! MoxeTe He cTapaThCs YTOOUTH MHe. Ecu BaM HyKeH JIUCT 3UMHETO0 yXa, IIPOCTO
CJleyuTe MOMM IIpaBUJIaM.

OH HeHaMONIro 3afilyMaJcs, a 3aTeM CHeJlall JBUXKeHNe PYKOH, U B Hell BHE3aIHO N0SBWIACh Oefas
mKkaTynka. OH ellle pa3 MaxHyJ PyKOU, U U3 IIKATYJIKK BhUIETENT MaJleHbKUM cepeOpUCThIM Med. ITOT
mey ob6yeTen BokpyT lsus UH u I'y F03, a 3aTeM CHOBa BepHYJICA B MIKATYJIKY, KOTOPYIO epxKall B
pyke Cronsb Iy.

— BoI x0THTE BOMTH B 0€CCMEPTHHIN MIpefie, Mojarasich Ha TO, YTO SIB/IsIeTeCh 0€CCMEPTHLIMU Meda U
HEMHOT'0 pa3bupaeTech B TEXHUKAX Meda. BHYTpHU 3TOM IIKATYIKKU TOXKE XPAHUTCS COKPOBUILE — ITO
Moe opyXkue, 6eCCMEPTHBIM MeY NecsITOTo paHra, — ckasas CioHb Iy, TpUnIogHSB MIKATYIKY. —
STOT SmuUYeK U3roTOBJIEH U3 KaMHs [lornomenus ayxa. Eciu BaM KakuM-T0 06pa3oM ymacTcs
pa30uTh ero 1 HOCTaTh OTTy[a MedY, g IIofJapio BaM JIUCT 3UMHero gyxa. Eciu &e y Bac 3To He
MOJIYYUTCS, 3HAYUT, BAM HET HUKAKOTO CMEICTIA OTIIPABIISThCS B O€CCMEPTHHIN MTpefes — IJisg Bac 3TO
OymeT BepHas CMEPTE.

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMHU OH IIOBEPHYJICA U COEJIaJl 3HAK pYKOI;I BHe3amnHo mo3agu HEro mosSBUIOChH JEePeBo
BBEICOTOU B TPpHU 9eJIOBE4YEeCKHUX POCTa. Y Hero OBLI TOJCTHIM CTBOI U ryCcTas JIUCTBA. Ero
YEeTHIPEXJIUCTHRIE JINCTHA OBLITH OYEHB IIOX0XKHU Ha TOT JINCT, KOTOpHﬁ OHHU PaHbIIl€ BUOEIU Y U Lluna.

— [IpaBna? — Ha Bcakuu cnyvai yrounui I'y O3, pagocTHO cuss ria3aMu.

— B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 BeOb YBaxKaeMblit Mosomoi uMmmnepaTop. Kakoi cMbIc MHE 06MaHBIBAaTh Bac,
CKPOMHBIX 6€CCMEpPTHRIX Meya.

Cronb [y 65611 aGCOMIOTHO YBEPEH, UTO UM He YIACTCS OTKPHITh MIKATYNKY. Kak TOJIBKO OHU BOIIIH B
IBEPB, OH Cpa3y e paclio3Hall yPOBeHb UX KynabTuBamuu. OOuH U3 HUX OBIN B IyYIIEM CIydae
3eMHBIM 0€CCMEPTHHIM, a APYTod — 30JI0THIM OeCCMEPTHBIM. JTa IIKATY/IKA SBISAIach 66CCMEPTHHIM
apTedaKToM [EeCSTOro paHra, KOTOPHIHM He CMOT OBl OTKPHITH flaXke Briciinit 6ecCMEpPTHHIN.



[ToroBopuB, OH MOOHSAI PYKY, U LIKaTynKa nojerena K I'y FO0s u IlIsub UH.

I'y FOs moiiMan mKaTynKy U cpa3y xke noHsan Hamepenus Cioub [lly. Kamens [Tornomenus gyxa Obn
HEBEPOSITHO IIPOYHBIM ¥ MMeJI 3allIUTy OT 0€CCMEPTHOM 9HEPTUHU. ITO 03HAUAJIO0, YTO MKATYIKY
HeJb3s51 OBIO OTKPHITH JYXOBHEIMU TEXHUKAMH, @ TOJIBKO IT0JIarasich Ha pusndeckyio cuiy. C ero
YPOBHEM Ky/IbTUBAIIMK B TaKOM CUTyalluU OH HAYETO He MOr nopenats. Ho... y Hero 6ot 4uT!

— [Iaup MH, 3aiiMUCh 9TOM KOPOOKOI!

I'y FO3 nepepnan ent mkatynky. Yut llIsus ViH He obOnapmana O0NbIIMMY TalaHTaMU, HO ee pu3nyecKas
araka Oblyla MAKCUMAJIbHO Pa3pyILIUTEIbHOM !

— A? — otknukHynacse lIsas VH, MalliHaIbHO B35B B PYKU IIKATYJIKy. — YTO MHe C Hel feiaTh?
— Yto xouems. [IpOoCTO YHUYTOXKE ee.

— Ara.

HeMmHoro nogymas, oH no0aBu:

— HaM HyKHO IIPOCTO [OCTaTh COLEPKUMOE...

[Ipexpe 4eM OH yCIell JOTOBOPUTS, IIOCTEIIIANCA 'POMKUM Tpeck. Pyka IlIsHp MH cXKanmack U CHOBa
pasxkanacsk. [lIkaTynka u3 HeysI3BUMOT0 KaMHs [1oromeHus gyxa IpeBpaTUiach B TOPKY YEPHOTO
nerna. BMecTte ¢ 6eCCMEPTHHIM MEYOM, KOTOPHIM HaXOAUIICS BHYTPH. ..

— Kakoe cogepxumoe?

[Isup MH HAKOHEL-TO 0CO3Hasa cka3aHHbe ['y K05 cioBa ¥ mocMoTpesia Ha TOPKY IIBUIM B CBOUX
pyKax.

— O... yXe CJIAIIKOM I103[HO0?

"IloueMy THI paHbllle He CcKa3an?"

Crons Oly: ".."

Iy FOa: ".."

CnycTs MUHYTY.

— Mol 6eccMepTHBIN Med [IecsITOT0 paHra! — BeITapalluB I'1a3a, 3akprudan Cious Iy.
— INamamra Hio, 4To... 4TO OymeM menaTh?

[ITsup ViH 3appoxkarna. [ToueMy 3TOT YeslIOBEK BHE3AIIHO CTall BHIJIAAETh Tak, Oy[ATO X04eT ux
COXpaTh?

— Tot MeHst 00 3TOM crpammuBaenib?! — BocKIUKHYI ['y FO3 ¢ TaKuM 4yBCTBOM, UTO y HEro ceidac
IOMAET KPOBb U30 PTa. — 3a4eM Thl YHUYTOXKUIIA €T0 Belllb?

— Pa3Be TH He CKa3all MHe ee YHUUYTOXUTh?

..." ¢ BoBce He mpocus Te0s1 yHUUTOXKAaTh Med, KOTOPHIH JiexKasl BHYTPH.



— Momnopoii... uMnepaTop?

— B&i... BB 00a... — mpups B SpocTh, 3apeBen Cions Illy. Beep B ero pyke MrHOBEHHO IIPEBPATHUIICS B
MeY, ¥ OH YCTaBUJICS HA HUX HAJIUTHIMUA KPOBBIO TJIa3aMH.

I'y FO3 mouyBCTBOBaJ, KaK y HEro cxkanock cepaue. "Ham korer!"

— [Ianp UH, uTo OymeM menaTh?

— bexumMm!..

BuHOBHMIIA ITPOUCIIECTBHS MIT'HOBEHHO Pa3BepHYyIach u Opocuiiack 6exkaTh.

I'y KO3 TOIBKO yCIien MoYyBCTBOBATh, KAK MUMO €T0 VIIel IIPOHeCCs IOPHIB BETPA, U B CIIEAyIoIee
MTI'HOBEHHEe YUT 6eccieqHo ucues.

— YepT 611 ee mobparnt!

— 4 y6rt0 Bac!

Crons llly nopHsn CBOM Med U moJneTesn B cTopoHy 'y FOa.

— Mep3aBKa, COBeCTH HUKaKoii HeT! Morya Okl B35ITh MEHS C COOOM. ..

[Tpexpne yeMm 'y }03 ycnen 3akoHYUTH (hpa3y, C 0OUepeIHEIM IOPEIBOM BeTpa UCYe3HyBIIas Gurypa
BepHYyJach cHoBa. Korma Meu Crousb Illy yxke nmoutu onyctuincs Ha ['y KO3, oHa cxBaTuma ero u
yM4asach CHOBA.

Crons Iy paccek Me4oM ITyCTOM BO3AYX ¥ 3aCThUI, IpoxKa OT spocTu. OH 00JIblle He OIIyITal uxX
TIPUCYTCTBUS.

— BricTpo BH cOexanu. Ecnu g yBUXKY Bac CHOBa...

He ycmen oH OroBOpUTh, KaK CHOBA IIPOCBUCTE TIOPHIB BeTpa. [[Boe cOeKaBIINX JII0el BEPHYIUCH
cHoBa. Ha 3ToT pa3 onu mpoHecuch Mumo CioHb Iy mpsiMo K He6GobiIoMy nomy. Tam oHM
OCTaHOBHUJIUCH, BEIPBA/IM C KOPHEM [E€PEBO, IIOMHSIH €r0... ¥ 3aTEM CHOBA MCUE3JIH, IPUXBATHB C
co60oii epeBo 3UMHET0 ayXa.

Crons Oly: ".."

CnycTsl MOIMUHYTHI.

OH ycnBIan B CBOEH IojioBe KaKO-TO pe3Kuil 3BYyK, KaK OyATO TaM YTO-TO CJIOMAJioCh.
— CTouTe, Mep3aBIibl!

Peka bBeckoHeuHEBIX BOI.

— U 1luH, xo1s1 6eccmepTHLIN npenen H0ihaH — o4yeHb 0OIaCHOEe MECTO, HO TaM [iJis Tebst OTKPOIOTCS
MHOTHE BO3MOXKHOCTH. [IpuUioxu Bce yCunusi, — ¢ ynuIbKoi nmpousnec beccmepTHBIN uMiepaTtop I'9
FO#. — Ecnu T cMOXKelIb HalTH [7ig MeHs Med IllecTu HanpaBieHu, s HETIPEMEHHO IIeApo Tebs
BO3HArpaxy.



— Cmacu6o, beccmepTHEINM uMIepaTop!

Y Llun o0epHYJICS U JONIr0 CMOTPeI Ha3af. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OH CHOBa B3TIsAHYN Ha [9 F0g u
CKaszal:

— ¢ BXOXKY B TaHBIN ITPEHEN TOIBKO PAid TOTO, YTOOHI MOIYYUTh OIBIT ¥ YIYYIIAT CBOU HAaBBHIKH.
Cmory nu 51 HaiiTi 9TOT 60KECTBEHHBIN apTedakT — 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, KaK CJIOXKHUTCS cynrba. I He
CMEI0 aBaTh HUKAKUX 00eIlaHuil.

Jluto I's FOs1 HEMHOT0 CKPUBHIIOCH, KaK OYTO 3TOT OTBET PaCCEPHUT €Tro, HO BCKOPE OH B35y cebd B
PYKH ¥ BOCKJIUKHYII:

— Pa3ymeerca.

[TocmoTpes Ha Hebo, oH moToponua M Iuna:
— Bpewms npumiio. Tebe ciegyeT IOCIEIINTE.
— Ilogoxkpoute HeMHOTO!

U 1TuH cHOBa IOCMOTPEI B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKyZia OHU NPUIIIK. Tak U He yBULEB 3HAKOMYI0 QUTypy, OH
He yAepxKasca U HaxMypuncs. OHE yCIOBUIIACh BCTPETUTHCS C MACTEPOM 3[IeCh B 3TO BpeMs. [Touemy
ee Bce elle HeT? HeyxXenu oHa cHOBa 3a01ynunacs?

BeccmepTHBIY nMniepaTop ['s FO# mouyBcTBOBAI ellle Oosblllee pa3fpaxkKeHue W3-3a noBefeHus U
Huna. Eme B 6eccmepTHOM mBopiie Y LIvH Tpu UK YETHIPE pa3a 0TKA3bIBaJICS OT ero Harpamsl. U
maxe 1ocie Toro, Kak Y LIuH cornacuicst oTpaBUTLCS B 0€CCMEPTHBIM IPeen, OH cKa3all, 4To
MOJI2KEeH CIIPOCHUTH Pa3pelleHust y CBOero MacTepa. Temepb OHH yxke 000 BCEM HOTOBOPUIIUCH U
npulsIHM K peKe beckoHeuHEIX Bofi, HO Y LIuH BCce paBHO TSIHET BPEMs, He CIIellla OTIIPaBUThCS B
nyTh. ['s FOi1 yke gaBHO cTan beccMepTHHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, U C TEX IIOP HUKTO HE CMeJI TaK
npeHebperaTs ero Bojieil. Heyzenu 3TOT YeJ0BeK X04YeT IIOWTH Ha MOMSATHHIN, 0TKa3aBIINCh OT
OAHHOT'O UM CJIOBa?

—H...

I's 011 KaK pa3 X0TeJ HeCKOJIbKUMU (pa3amMu ocTaBuTh M LlHa Ha MeCTO, HAIOMHUB €MY, YTO He
CTOUT 3a3HaBaThCS TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO SIB/ISIEIIbCSA KyJIbTUBATOPOM Meda, HO B 9TOT MOMeHT U Llux
BHE3alHO BOCKJIUKHYII:

— Upyr!
Yro?

[Tpexpe ueMm I's FO# ycen npuiity B ce6si, MUMO HETO IIPOHECJIOCh YTO-TO HEIIOHSITHOE, U TTOPHIB
BeTpa 6poCcu eMy B JIULIO0 00/1aKO IIBLIH.

BHe3amHo OH YBU[IEI y PEKHU ellle ABe GUTYPH — MYKUMHY C MelebHO-0JIeIHBIM JIUIIOM, KOTOPHIN
BRITJISAZIEN TaK, Oy[TO ero celyac CTOILIHUT, ¥ XKEeHIIUHY B TEMHOM OfieXk[e, Ha Iyiede KOTOpPOH
J1e2KaJso... OTPOMHOE IepeBo. Y MUCThsS Ha 9TOM [epeBe Ka3alKuCh Y2KaCcHO 3HAKOMBIMHU!

9T0 XKe... TUCTbS 3UMHErO ayxa!

Lenoe mepeso!!!
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