I'naBa 74: IToucku oTiia BaH

K ToMy BpeMeHU Korfa oTell BaH 3aKOHUMI KypUTh CUrapeTy, cTpuMepiina Masnenbkas CroaHb
HaKOHEI[-TO BepHYyJlach. 3aTe€M OHa IIOIIpaBujia CBOI OfeXKAY, [I0CJie Yero CKPOMHO cejla Iepen
3KpaHoM KoMIbioTepa. [Toce 3Toro ee riasa 3amepliany ¥ OHa PafoCTHO IloMaxajla B KaMepy:
«TIpuBet! LI3siomait mpuies! [1o6po moxkanoBaTh, [0OPO M0XKaI0BaTh! »

C Touku 3peHust Ban JIuHa, BHeIHu# Bug ManeHnbkoi CioaHb He ObIJT Y4€M-TO BIIEYAT/IAIOUINM. Y Hee
ObLIM CTaHJAPTHBIE IPU3HAKY OHJIAMH-3HAMEHUTOCTH - IpAMEIEe OPOBU U OBajibHOe JIK10. OJHAKO C
TOYKHU 3peHUs 4epT nuila, Ban JIuH cuurtan 4To naxe 6e3 Makusxka, JIoryc CyHb Gblla HAMHOT'O
IIpuBJieKaTenbHee. TeM He MeHee OH JOJIKeH OBl IPU3HAaTh, YTO 110 CPABHEHHUIO C Ky4el OOUHAKOBHIX
cTtpuMepill, Manenbkas CioaHb OblJla CUMIATUYHOX OEBYIIKOM C IIPaBUNIbHEIM TorocoM. Kpome Toro,
OHa OBIJIa 0fleTa B KPYKEBHYIO OLE€XKAY TOPHUYHON U YEPHBIE LIEJTKOBLIE YYIIKHU...

XM, BO3MOKHO UMEHHO ITO3TOMY 3pUTENHU MI00unu ManeHnbkyio CioaHb.

[Toka Bau JIux oyman o0 3ToM, oTell BaH MOTYIIN OKYPOK M OTIIPaBUT KaNKui cMalinnk. Kasanocse
OHa ITOHMMaAJa YTO OH XOTeJl CKa3aTh: «Iloxoxe 4To y Hamero L[3s50Maii CHOBa UCCAKIIO
BIOXHOBEHUE?»

«CTapas KHUTa CKOpo OyaeT 3aKOHYeHa, HO Y MeHS HeT BOOXHOBEHHS /s HOBOH. OTHUM CJIIOBOM, S
0eCIIOKOI0Ch! »

Oren; BaH moTep KOXY MeXy CBOMME OPOBSIMU U IIPONOIXKEH: «MeKay 3aBeplIeHueM CTapoi KHUTH
U yOnuKalue HOBOYM NOKeH ObITh UIeabHbIN ITepeXxof. B IpOTUBHOM CiTydae BCel Hallel ceMbe
IPUIETCS 3aTSIHYTh Iosca...»

YcnbiiaB Kak oTtell BaH omnakuBai cBo OeIHOCTh, APyTrue MOKIOHHUKY MasneHbKoy CloaHb Havyalu
NOJHUMATH IIyM.

«I3siomai, THI Typy! Ecnu TH GeneH, To HaM - GeJIbIM BOPOTHUYKAM KOTOPHIE XOOAT Ha paboTy
KaX[Iblil IeHb, 00JIbIE He HYKHO XKUTH!»

«KcTaTH, g 3mech HOBUYOK. MoXKeT i KTO-HUOYOb CKa3aTh MHE ICeBHOHUM L[3ss0Ma1i? Kakue KHUTH
OH Hamucam?»

«Yto? Thl He 3Haewb LI3soman?! [IceBmonuM LI3ssomaii - Bar CriTy!»

«boxe! Tak oH I'ypy Ban Crity!»



ITocJsie aToro B YaTe HadayCs Xaoc!
Bce moToMy, 4To riceBooHUM BaH CHITY OBIJT CITUIIKOM M3BECTEH!

Korpga o 6bl1 HOBUYKOM B MUpe BeG-poMaHOB, oTell BaH 3a [gBa MecsIia Hallucall TPUCTa ThICSY CJIOB,
1 TIOJIHOCTBIO 3aBO€BAJl ayAUTOPHIO CBOMM NEOI0THEIM POMaHOM - «OTIYCTH 3Ty MOKPYIO MELCECTPY».
[TogmucKy Ha 3TOT poOMaH B3JIeTeNu A0 00jlee YeM OBYXCOT THICSY IOJIb30BaTeliel, YCTaHOBUB HOBHIN
OHJIaMH PEKOPA.

Mo3KHO CKa3aTh 4TO B TO BpeMs BaH CHITY cernaj B3pEIBHOE MTOSIBJIEHHE; OH OBITT TEMHOM JTOIIAIKOH,
KOTOpPas 3aCTUTIIa BPACIIJIOX MHOTHX BeTepaHOB-TiKcaTeNnel. [laxe IPeabIAyIIUi TydIIni TUCATETh
1o uMeHu Yxky '3, KOTOPHIH MHcas CBOM KHUTH yKe 0K0Jio 20 j1eT, ObI7T HaCTONIbKO B30elleH nefi0ToM
Ban CrITy, 4TO OH yIIEJ B OTCTaBKYy.

HecmoTps Ha TO 4TO JoMa oTel] BaH pegko roBopun o cBoeit pabote, Ban JIuH ciblan o HEM B
ViHTepHeTe. 3a 9TH TOMH OH caesan cebe UM, ¥ CTajl O4eHb U3BECTHLIM. TeM He MeHee TMYHOCTh
Ban CrITy BCe elle ocTaBanach 3arajfikou.

Orer; Ban MHOXkKeCTBO pa3 OblsT ©130paH B KAUeCTBe JIy4Ilero aBTopa Ha Pa3HbIX e3KeroJHbIX Harpagax,
HO OH HUKOTZA He moceian ux. OH OTKJIOHSI BCE YBENOMJIEHUS, U TIOCBSITUII Ce0s MCKITIOUUTEIIBHO
JUTEPATYPHOMY TBOPYECTBY.

[Tocne Toro KakK MTUYHOCTh Ban LI3510M3it OblTa pacKphITa, 9KPaH MOKPHIICS TOHHOM COOOIEHUH.
Bckope KonMu4ecTBO 3pUTEIIE Haxe BEIPOCIIO C IePBOHAYAIbHBIX TPEXCOT THICSY, IO ISTHCOT THICSY!
JIutb 1Mo ogHOMY 3TOMY (DaKTy MOXKHO OBIJIO IIOHSTh, HACKOJIBKO MOMYJISPHEIM OBLT OTel BaH...

«KTt0 6B MOT mOmyMaTh UTO rocronu LI3siomali - aTo ['ypy Bau CritTy!... Kctatu, KHura «OTIycTuTe
3Ty MOKPYIO MEeJ[ICeCTPy» yKe 3aKOHYUIIacCh?»

«E11e HET, HO yKe CKOpo; certyac Ban CrTy 6€CIIOKOUTCS O HOBOM KHUTE...»

«Boxe, oHa HaKOHEI-TO 3aKOHYUTCS!» - KTO-TO OTIIpaBuI MIagyyLIui CMalllK - «Z MOMHIO YTO KOTTia
s Ha4aJl YMuTaTh 3Ty KHUTY, S ellle YUYUIICSA B HadyanbHOU 1mKoye Kongencauuu Lu. Celiuac s yxe
OKaHYMBal0 YHUBEPCUTET!»

YBumeB 3T0 coo0IeHne, 0Tell BaH oTIpaBuia CMalIuK MOKPHITHIM ITOTOM: «...»

«OHa nuieTcs yxke TpUHAAIATh JIET; pa3Be 3Ta KHUTa He JoJIXKHa OBITh Ha IIEPBOM MECTe CPenu
POMaHOB C HauOOJBIITUM KOTMYECTBOM CJIOB?»

«E1e HeT, CylecTByeT KHUTA MO Ha3BaHUueM «K¥M3Hb BO3POKIEHHOTO JIeMOHa». §1 CIIbIIIa 4TO 3a
3TOM KHUTOH CJIeOUJI OOUH KyJIbTUBATOP KOTOPHIM yIIIeNl B yeJUHEHHE Ha CTO JIeT, U MOCJIe TOr0 Kak
OH BHIIIENT U3 YeOUHEeHUS, OH 00HAPYKUIT YTO 3TAa KHUTA BCE ellle MPOI0IKaAEeTCsI. ITO HACTOJIBKO
CHUJIBHO TIOPA3UJIO €T0, YTO BRI3BAJIO PAHHEe BO3HEeCEHHUE, U OH YyTh He yMep OT IIOCIeNOBaBIIEero 3a
3TUM 00XKeCTBeHHOro 0eqcTBud!»

«... I'ypy Ban CrITy, moxanyicra He 3akaHuuBalTe ee! [TonpobyiiTe MpeB30UTH KOIUYECTBO CJIOB
KHUTHY Ha IIEPBOM MecTe!»

YBumeB 3T0 coolOImeHne, 0Tel Bal He MOT He paccMesThCs. Jlaxke ecid OH IPOMOJIXKUT IIUCATh CBOIO
KHUTY, OH HUKOT[]a HEe CMOXKET IPEB30UTH Ty KHHUTY.



B kaure «OTOyCTUTE 3Ty MOKPYIO MEICECTPY» PacCKa3kIBallaCh UCTOPUS TTIAaBHOT'O TEPOS, KOTOPHIU
TIEPEBOTIOTUIICS B TEJIO c/1aboro MPUHIlA, ¥ TO KaK OH POC Iojlarasick Ha MOKpHEIX MefcecTtep. [1o3xke,
Ormaromapst UTJIOYKaJIbIBAHUIO MOKPOM MeficecTprl 2KyH, TJIaBHbIM repoi CMOT OTKPHITH CBOIO
Ynpasnsiomyio Beny. 3ateM ucmonb3ys 602KeCTBEHHYIO TEXHUKY JTafOHU, OH TOOETUIT IYYIIero
youiiy B cTpaHe - Kopons Youiin [leMoHa X0I0HS, ¥ CTall MaCTePOM MHUPOBOT'O YPOBHS...

BroxHoBeHUe [II 3TOM UCTOPUU ITOPA3UIIO OTLIa BaHa Korja oH JIeHKWBO YUTAJl ra3eTy Ha YHUTA3e.
Kro OBl MOT IOOyMaTh 4YTO IOCJIE TOTO KaK OH HaYHeT IUCATh 9Ty UCTOPHIO, OHA HEOXKUOAHHO
TIOJTYYUT IIMPOKYIO MOMYISPHOCTh CPEU YUTATEIeH.

Ho nocne MHOrHUX jIeT nucbMa, oTel] Bax ITOYYBCTBOBAII YTO OH YK€ HaAllMCall BC€ UYTO XOTEJI CKa3aThb.
Ecnu ou IIPOAOOJIZKHUT ITNCATh 3Ty HCTOPUIO, TO B 3TOM HE GYI[GT HUKaKOH YeCTHOCTH. HOCKOHBKY 9TO
OBLI POMaH, OH JOJI2K€H OdaTh CBOUM II€PCOHAXKaM YJIOBHGTBOpPITeHBHBIfI KOHeII.

OmHAKO 3Ta MHICIIb BCE JKe HEMHOTO pacCTpauBaja ero. B KoHIle KOHIIOB 9TO Oblla KHUTa, KOTOPYIO
OH mucas 0ojee IeCSATH JIeT, a Takxke ero nebwoTHas padoTta. IToaTomy ObI0 HeM30EKHO, YTO
BHE3AITHOE 3aBepIIeHNe KHUTH 3aCTAaBUT €Tr0 YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sI HEMHOTO MMyCTHIM ¥ OMMHOKHM.

Bot nmouemy otelr Ban cmoTpen ManeHnbkyio CioaHb. OH CYHTAN YTO 9TA I0HAS U KU3HEPAJOCTHAS
IleBa CMOXKET PeIINUTh CoXKaJleHHe B eTo ceppale. B To ke BpeMs y meBouek OBIIO SpPKoe
BOOOpaxkeHue, II03TOMY OH CYKTaN 4To ManeHbKasi CloaHb MOXKET JaTh eMy HEeCKOJIBKO COBETOB.

3areM Manenbkasa CroaHb IOCMOTPESIa Ha KOJIMYECTBO 3puTesien. [locie Toro Kak JMYHOCTD OTLIa
Bau Orplia pacKphITa... YUCJIO0 YK€ BRIPOCIIO [0 IIECTUCOT THICSAY.

Oten; Ban moMor ey IIpUBJIeYb TPUCTA THICAY HOBHIX 3PUTEJIEN. ..
Ins ctpuMepa, 9T0 OBIJIO TOpPa3o LeHHee M000ro mofapka(moHara)!

[Toatomy Manenbkas CroaHb Cpa3y Xe CMeHUJIa Ha3BaHue CTpuMa Ha «[laBaiiTe nomoxeM ['ypy Bax
CrITy IpugyMaTh HOBBIE TEMEL!»

CroenaB 3TO, OHa IIOrpy3ujiaCh B CBOX MEICJIH.
I'nanos Ha H.Iy'MHBIﬁ 4aT, oTel] BaH BrITAIUI CUTaperTy.

[Ta! Kak TonpKO oTen BaH BKIIIOUNIT 3aKUrasky, Mo ManeHbkoi CroaHb BHE3AIIHO IIPOCBETIIENIO: « 5
He 3Hal0 KaK IIKMCaTh POMaHHL... HO I AyMalo YTO Thl MOXKeTe MOoMpoboBaTh 3Ty TeMy... LI3550MaH, Kak
HacyeT CTPUMMUHTA?»

CTpuMMUHT?

Oren; BaH HeMe[IJIEHHO XJIOITHY T ce0st o TojT0Be. BepHO, 0H Mor HamucaTh 0 cTpuMuHre! IToyemy oH
caM He mopyman 06 aTom!
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