IenaTh CTaBKY Ha CKOPOCTb OBITIO Hemb3s. [IpOTUBHUK ObIT sIBHO ObICTPee. C JIOBKOCTBIO TAK JKe
ocTaBasiach mpobaeMa. A yK BEHIHOCIIMBOCTH U CHJI Bpary OblIo He 3aHuMaTh. OH HOKa3al 9TO CHeCs B
ouepenHOM phIBKe OETOHHYIO KOJIOHHY, IIPOCTO CJIeTKa MPOMAaxXHYBINHUCE. [IoKa OHU KpyxKunuch, Calta
TIOHSIJI, YTO Bpar He aTaKyeT BPYKOIAIIHYIO TOJIKO IIOTOMY, YTO CIIPaBe[JIMBO OllacaeTCs BEICTpela
13 PYYHOU IYLIKK. AJleKCaHAp XkKe He MOT X[aTh, I0Ka y IeMOHa IIepe3apsafuTCcs ero COOCTBEHHOe
OpyXWue, Hy2KHO OBIJI0O PUCKOBATh, HO PUCKOBATh OIIPaBMaHO.

«I'paHaThl», - nofcka3ana KpucrtuHa. - Mcrionb3yil uX Ha CTEHBI UJIH T10JI».

YeMm uepr He myTtut? Cynsg 1o BceMy, OTOUTh IpaHaTy 06paTHO 3Ta TBAph BIIOJIHE MOXKET, a BOT
yBEepHEeTCS JIX OHa OT 0CKONIKOB? He 3amyMeiBasich Oosblile, OH BhIxBaTUI [1I1 ¢ 3aKpemjieHHEIM Ha
CTBOJIE CHApSIOM, ¥ BEICTPeuI. iMnepaTop Ha CEKYHAY OTBIEKCS, U TYT ke Callla BCaiuil B HETO
coTKy. [leMoHa mou0OpoCcuIio 1 faxe mepeBepHyno Ha Mecte. OnHako, He ycmen Mctpeburtens
o0JierueHHO B3[OXHYTh U HAayaTh llepe3apsixKaTh OpyOue, KaK 3apaXKeHHbIH TOIHSICS.

HopmanpHOMY 4esioBeKy, 30MOH, Ia Haxke OPOHEBUKY, XBATUIIO ObI OMHOTO e HMHCTBEHHOTO
TIOTIaflaHUs U3 9TOM PYYHOM rayOuIlbl. A 3Ta TBAphb MOAHSIACK. [la, y HET0 Ha T'PYAM KpacoBaiach
3[0POBEHHAs TpellliHa, U3 KOTOPOH IIlJIa KPOBb, BOT TOJILKO OHa OBICTPO 3aTATHUBAJIACh, a IYIIKa
neMoHa yxke Onlna roToBa. Elle 1o TOro Kak IeMOH BEICTPEINNII, AJIeKCaAH[Ip MOHSJI, YTO IIEeJIUT OH HE B
TOJIOBY, & B KUBOT, 0YEBUOHO, PACCYUTHIBAS, UTO Jasibllle IPOTUBHUK CKOHYAETCA caM. BOT TOJIBKO B
IIJTaHBI ITapPHS 9TO He BXOOHUIIO.

He goxwupmasick oKa Bpar BEICTPEIUT, OH OTCKOYHUII 3a OlMKalIlyio KOJIOHHY U ITo0exaJj Ipoyb, K
eIUHCTBEHHOMY YKPBITHIO Ha 3Taxe: K Imaxte nudTa. [Ta, cam nudT He paboTaeT, HO U YEPT C HUM.
CrapaTenbHO BUIISS U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, Callla mpubukaics K OBepsM, KOTHa 3a CIIUHOM
IIporpeMes TPeTUU BEICTPesl. Uyoo CBEPIINIIOCh. Bpe3aBIliucCh B KOJIOHHY CHapsA, HallopoJicd Ha
TOJICTBIM CJIOM CTEKJIOBOJIOKHA U CJIeTKa IIOMeHsJ1 HallpaBlieHKe, pa3opBaB AJIeKCaHApPY IJIeYo.

IeMoH B3BHLI, 6pocasich B IOTOHI0. MicTpeOuTeo Ke HUYero He 0CTaBajIoCh, KpOMe KakK CIPSITaThCs
3a maxTtou nudTa. [[pOTUBHUK BeTes 3a IIOBOPOT C JOBOJIBHOU KPOBOXKAgHOM MUHOU Ha nuue. YU TyT
JKe TIOJIy4uII Y0 B KUBOT. [lepe3apsaauBiuch Ha 6ery, Callla BCTpedasl ero BO BCEOPYKHUU.
[Tonagauue cnoxuno MiMnepaTopa momnonaM ¥ OIPOKUHYJIO Ha 1o, He Meqmsa AnekcaHOp BCcaguil B
IPOTUBHUKA IONIHYIO 000#My u3 I1I1, He MPUYMHUB HUKAKOTO CYIIIECTBEHHOTO Bpeaa, HO 3aCTaBIsAs
TOT'0 OTIIOJI3TH 3a OIMKANUIIYI0 KOJOHHY.

Temneps HeNb3s OBIIO TIHYTH, O0JIBIIIE TAKOM (OKYC He mpoimeT. 3acyHyB, 6ecroie3Hbd B 0010 C
TakKuM NpoTuBHUKOM III1, B KoOypy, Callla HaTpeHHPOBAHHKIM [IBUKEHHEM OTKUHYJI 3aTBOD,
BEIOPOCHB 3I0POBEHHYIO T'UIb3y, ¥ BCTABUII CJIEOYIOIIKY TaTPOH, 3aTOHSIS MYJII0 B CTBOJI.

YepT ero 3HaeT, CKOJIBKO Y HeTO BpeMeHH, Hafgo OUTh HaBepHSKA U XKeJlaTeIbHO B TOJIOBY.
Hctpebutenb oTbexkan K cTeHe, 00XO/Is IIaXTy I10 IITMPOKOM AyTe, YTOOH He MONacThCs Ha MPHUIEeN
TIOBEJIUTEITI0 IEMOHOB [I0 TOT'0, KaK OH CaM OKaXKeTCsl B KPYTy aTaku. BoT TombKO AnmeKCaH/p OMSTh
3a0BI7I, C KeM cpaxaeTcs. IMeHHO II09TOMY yaap OKa3aJjiCs COBEPIIeHHO HeoXHUmaHHHM. HeT, B HEro
He cTpesinu. HaBepHOoe mylIKa ellle rnepe3apsizkajach.

Catma B TynoM oOllelIeHeHUU TTIOCMOTPENT BHU3. M3 ero KHUBOTa TOpYal KOPOTKUM KyCOK apMaTypHI,
BHIPDBaHHBIY IIPOTHBHUKOM U3 ITOBPEXKAEHHOU KOJTOHHEL. He Beps B MpoucCxofsiiee, OH OLIyIan pa”Hy
PYKOM. A NIOBEJIUTEIH JEMOHOB CIIOKOMHO MOJOIIENT BIIJIOTHYIO U, B35IB €0 3a I'OPJI0, IIOAHSI Haf
osioM. [IpoTUBONY IbHEI BOPOTHUK HEKOTOPOE BpeMs AepKasics, a 3aTeM Hadall TPeCKaAThCH.
HMnepatop, 4TO-TO IIPOTPELIaB, HallpaBUl CTBOJI IIyIIKYU AJleKCaHApPY B 1uLo. Bce, 3T0 KOHEL.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe JTydllle BO3MOXKHOCTYA TOUHO He OymeT. C Tpy#moM Tepns 00Jb U yKac



mpoucxopsinero, Caia He BHIPOHUII 3apSIKeHHON PYYHOH MYLIIKK 1, KOTIa MIOBEIUTENIb TeMOHOB
OKOHYATeJIbHO IIOBEPUJI B CBOIO OOy, BEICTPEIIUII B YIIOP, IPSIMO B IIeHTpP Ipynu. Tyma, Tae OOIKHO
ObITh cepare. Taxe ecnu He MpoObeT OPOHIO, TO CHJIA YAapa PACIUIIONIUT €T0, 3aCTaBUB
OCTaHOBHUThLCS HABCETMa.

Ho, yepT BOo3bMH, B 3TOM 3[aHUH BCe IIJI0 He TaK, KaK OH 3amjaHupoBat. [Iynsg rimy6oko Bolla Ioxg
OpOHIO MEMOHA, 3aCTaBUB TOTO B3PEBETh OT O0/IM, HO He yMepeTh. iMmepaTop ¢ pa3aMaxy IIBHIPHYIT
€ro C YeTBEPTOI'0 3Tazka Ha pacTep3aHue TOJIIH HU3KOYPOBHEBEIX 30MOU, CTONMUBIINXCS BHU3Y. OHU
Maxe clleTKa CMSATYMIIE ero majieHne, epef TeM Kak IePBHIH, ¥ CaMbli CO00Pa3UTeNbHbIH, TOIHSIII
namy gjis yoapa. BoT TONBKO Tak ero U He HaHeC.

30M0U 3aCThHUIN, TOBOPAYMBasi TOJIOBH, OYATO JIOKATOPHI, ¥ MTHOBEHHO ITOTEPSB K HEMY MHTEpeC.
[Iym, GBICTPO MPUONMMKAUIUNACS T'YII, Pa3HOCUIICS 10 ropony. Caila, 3Hast, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh, He
BCcTaBad, nepe3apsagui I1I1. A To 4epT ero 3HaeT, MOXKET OH ellle CMOXKET EePEXUTh CEeTOTHAIHNN
Beuep, IJIaBHO IePeXOnsIIui B HOYb. A 3aTeM Hap OJIHMKaUIINMU OMaMU IOSIBUIICS YePHBIN KOHTYP
O6oMOapaupOBIIHKA.

AnekcaHAp Haydas CTPEJISITh 0 TOT0, KaK I'yJl Pa3leNuiics HagBoe, Y4epT ero 3HAeT, YTO OHU TaM
cObpocuinu, HO B TOGOM ClTydae, Iydile 0OKa3aThCs KaK MOXKHO fmasblie. [Tocie cMepTu IepBoro
cobpaTa K 30MOU BepHYJIaCh 0CO3HAHHOCTD, ¥ OHU HaBalMUIUCh Ha Cally co BCeX CTOPOH, morubasi, HO
KaXXIyI0 CEKYHAY BCe COKpalllas JUCTAHLUIO. M TONBKO MOBEIUTENIO JEMOHOB, ClIaBa BceM Goram,
61110 He 10 Hero. [ToToMy UTO CHaps[ yXKe Mafal U afajl UMEeHHO TyAa, Ky[a ero HalesIul
HctpebuTens.

HamneBaB Ha OOMHOKOT'0 TPOTHBHUKA, ViMniepaTop 3ames, u 30MOU BCEX TOJIION ITOMYAJIUCh B TOYKY,
13 KOTOPOU [0 CUX IIOP BaJIUJI T'YCTOU LBETHOU ABIM. HEIOHATHO, UTO OH IBITAJICA 3TUM CHeJaTh,
3alIUTUTD paclpenenuTeNlb CBOUMHU TenaMu? COoesaTh XOTh YTO-TO? AJleKCaHAP He 3HAJI, ¥ eMy ObLIo
rny0oko mneBath. [lepe3apsaus I1I1 Ha mocneqHUM OTHBINA Mara3uH, OH BEIOpAJICS C TEPPUTOPUHU
3JIEKTPOCTAHIIMY, a CIIYCTSI MTHOBEHME pa3majics B3phB. He To 4TOOBI MOIIHBIN, 3HAYUTEIHHO
MeHble, yeM Callla CMeJT HafesAThCS, HO, 110 BCEX BUAUMOCTH, BIIOJIHE JOCTAaTOYHBIU. [laeKue OTHI
LleHTpa MUTHYJIU B IIOCJIEAHUN pa3 ¥ MOTYXJIK. ['0pof mOTrpy3uscs BO TbMY.

CroycTst CeKyHAY pa3faliCsi BTOPOM B3PHIB, 3aTeM TPeTui, 60MOapaUPOBUIUK ITPOLOJIZKAT BEITOIHSITh
cBOoI0 60eByI0 3amauy. Ho BOT TeMHOe He00 OCBETHUIOCH BCIIHINKOM. C 3eMu OBICTPO CKOJIb3HYIA,
IIOJHUMASCh, paKeTa, 3aTeM ellle ofHa. «4ept, oTkyna y Hux IIBO?» - ycnen nogyMmats AlleKCasap Ao
TOTO, KaK OBICTPO OTHAJSIONINMCS 60MOAPIUPOBIITUK Hadall OTCTPEIUBATLCSA. BO3MOXKHO, UM [laXKe
yHoanoch COMTL OOHY UJIA OBE PaKeTHl, 3TO ObLJIO He BaXKHO, IIOTOMY UTO PEJIUKT, CO3JaHHLIN pagu
Pa3BiIeYEHU S, BHIIIOJIHUAII CBOIO 3aayy ¥ IMOTHu0 BO BCIIBIIIKE IJITAMEHHM, Paclafasich Ha KYCKH.

Tuxo BeIpyraBmuch, Callla IPOAOIKAJ UATH 110 KOJIEHO B CHETY. bomb OT TopyYalleil B XKUBOTE
apMaTyphl ObIJIa aficKasi, HO BEIHYTh €e ceryac, 3HaYMUJI0 OTKPHITh paHy. [louyTu rapaHTHPOBAaHHAS
cMepTh. Ho 1 ocTaBaThCs 371eCh TOxKe ObII0 Henmb3si. Ceprsi B3PHIBOB pa3fasiach OT CaMOT0 IIeHTpa.
'me-To TaM Havarscs 6oi. CpaxkeHre, B KOTOPOM OH [IOJI2KEH OBIJT y4aCTBOBATb.

«He HoM, - cTporo cka3ana Kpuctuna. - Ceiyac Te6e Hy>KHO ITPOCTO BBIZKUTH, OCTAIBHOE
IOOKOET».

Jlerde cka3zath, 4eM cpenathb. OH BUAEN OEeCATKH 3apakeHHBIX, KOTOPHIE TaK XKe BUAeNH ero. Bor
TOJILKO He aTaKoBa/y, UM Oblyio HeKorga. OTpoMHas Toma Heclach B IEHTP, @ eMy Hafo OBIIo
COBCEM B OPYTYI0 CTOPOHY, IPOTHUBOIOJIOKHYI0. CKOIBKO OH CMOXKET IIPOXUTH C TaKOX paHOM?
KunomeTpoB mecsaTh? A Hapmo 6ombille COpoKa.



YyBCTBYSI, KaK 60JIb ¥ YCTAIOCTh HAKATHIBAIOT BOJIHA 3a BOJTHOM, OH yIIa/l Ha KOJIeHH. MOXKeT IPOCTO
nocnath? OH Be[b 3aCITyKUJI, CKOJIBKO OH BCETO chesa 3a CEeTOgHS. ..

«2KuBH, - pa3gacs B royiose rojoc. Yept Ol ee mobpasn, 3aueM? - 2KuBu!» - OHa He IIPOCHIIA, OHA HE
JKenasa, oHa TpeboBana. A oH momguuHsIcs. C THXUM CTOHOM AJIeKCaHIpP MOJHSIT ce0s1 Ha HOTH.
CHoBa 6011b, CHET ¥ HOYb. U maymeKkue B3PhIBbI CHAPSIIOB.

OH He IOMHMJI, KaK OYYTHUJICS Ha Jopore, Bemyimed B mopt. [IpocTo 6pen, 6pen u ouytusncs. Temnepsb
OH III€eJI [T0 YKaTaHHOMY CHETY, ¥ IIyTb OBLI HEMHOT'O JIeTde. BeposTHO, 3a HECKOJIBKO YaCOB [I0 HETO
3mech mpoe3xkasa 00bllas KOJIOHHA BOEHHOM TeXHUKHU. [Ipyrux o0bsiCHEHK He ObII0. A pa3 Tak,
3HAUUT ¥ BO3BpalllaThCsA OHU, CKOpee Bcero, OyAyT TeM XkKe MyTeM, YTO ¥ Ipuliu. Ecnu octaHeTcs,
KOMY BO3BpaIllaThCs.

OH men 6e3 0CTaHOBKM YK€ HECKOIHKO YacoB U, HECMOTPS Ha HeOOIbIIyI0 CKOPOCTh, YMYIOPHUIICS
VUTH OT IleHTpa 00Jbllle, YeM Ha JeCSITh KUJIOMETPOB. BOT TOIBKO rPOXOT OPYAUM BCe ellle OBII0
CTIBIIITHO, XOTh OH 3HAYUTEJIbHO ocytabesn. UTo TaM ObIJIO, B TOPOfE, OH [aXKe IPEeNCcTaBUTh cele He
MoT. BripoueM, Korfa OTrJIssAbIBAJICS, CIIOJIOXH OBIIN BCe OMKe K PeTPAHCIITOPY U Bce pexe. [lyMaTh
0 TIOpazkKeHWU He XOTeJI0Ch, HO faXke Oyay4u B IIeHTPe, OH ITOHUMAJI, YTO OTK/II0YEHNe TeJIEBHIIIKY He
CTaJIo IaHaleen.

BynTo mopTBepKaas ero MBICIIM, Ha IOPOTY BHIIIJIO HECKOJIBKO 3apakeHHbIX. HeOombImon
NaTPY/IbHBEIN OTPSH, He HHade. [IeBITh HUIIINX ¥ OOUH IPIMOXOOAIIKANA. YepT ero 3HaeT, KakK ero
Ha3BaTh, HO HE BCe XK€ OHU KOHTPOoJIepHl. Callla X0TeJl X KaK-TO OTBJIeYhb, HO TBapu 0e3 Pa3roBOPOB
PUHYJIUCH BIEPE].

3amepneHnue! BoT Tak, oHU yXKe O4YTH U He 6eryT. Y OH, MOXKeT, faxkKe yCIeeT IPUIETUTHCS.
AnexcaHap nogHs CTBON. boxXe, Kak APOXUT mpuilen. ToUyHOCTh! BrICTpe, ellle OOuH, TOIBKO C
TPETLETO pa3a OH Iomas B 6uKaliiero 3apaxeHHoro. Ho octanbHEIX 3TO He ocTaHOBUIO, 1 Calla,
IIOHWMas, YTO HE B COCTOSIHUY HOPMAJIbHO IPUIETIUTHCS, IEPEKITIOYNIICS Ha aBTOMATUYECKUY OTOHb.

[ITupoxuit Beep MyiIb CKOCUI ellle TTapy [0 TOT0, KaK OCTaJIbHEE OKa3aIuCh CIIMIIKOM ONK3KO0. PHBOK!
OH UCIIONIb3yeT UMITYJIbC, YTOOBl OTOPBATHLCS, YBEIUYUTh PACCTOSIHNE XOTS Obl Ha HECKOIBKO METPOB.
Ho cnoTsiKaeTcs, He COBNafaB C PaHEHHIM TeJIOM, U NTafiaeT CIMHOY B CHEXKHEIN cyrpob. YepT, MoXKeT
Tak Jaxe aydiie?

«2Kusu!»

«YepT, HY Yero TH 3anapuna?!» - mogymanock Caite. [10 TOro, Kak K HeMy IO CKaKuBaeT 30MOU, OH
yCIeBaeT II0CIaTh BO BParoB MOCJIEAHIO He OCTaHaBIMBAIIYIOCA AJIMHHYIO oUuepenb. Bce, maTpoHOB
0oJIbIllE HEeT.

[1sTh IPOTUBHUKOB, a €My [lake HeueM OTCTpeNuBaThCs. BipoueM, Kakas pa3HUIA, ceiyac OH He
0TOOLETCS Mazke OT OIMHOT0, Hy ¥ 4epT ¢ HuM. COpBaB ¢ Jocrexa rpaHary, Callia BHIEPHYI Y€Ky 1
Opocun mpsiMo mepen co0oi, B mepe MeTPoB. 30MOH, KaK 110 KOMaH/e, yIaJl MOPOAaMU B CHET,
HOTaMHU K rpaHate. Tak 4To faxke mape OCKOJIKOB He YalioCh UX 3afleTh.

«2Kusu!»

HHTepecHO TOnMbKO, KakK? OCTaBIIMeCcs TPOTUBHUKYN OPOCHUINCEH HA HETro Bce BMecTe, CKormoM. OHM He
PACCUYUTHIBAIM Ha COIPOTUBIIEHHE, [Ia UTO YK TaM, OH ¥ CaM He PaCCUMTHIBAJI, XOTh U CTapasCs
BBITIOTHATH O0elllaHKe [0 ociiefnHero. KimuHOK, BRIBUHYBINUICS U3 Opacieta OpoHU, TPOH3UTT
T'0JIOBY TIEPBOMY 3apake€HHOMY, KOfIa TOT IIOCMeJT MPUOIU3UTHCS Ha PAaCCTOSTHIE MEHBIIe TI0TyTopa
METPOB.



- Uoute cioga, TBapu, y MeHs IJIMHHLIE PyKu! - yneiOHyscs Callla, TOOHUMASACh. ITO fa, PYKHU Y HETO
ceidyac ¥ B caMOM [ieJie ObIIM JIUHHEe, 4eM y 30MOH, BOT TOJIBKO CHJIBI X JIOBKOCTH HE OCTaI0Ch
COBEPIIEHHO. Yaap, peIBOK! YepT, Bcero nmojMeTpa IPOCKOYHUII, HO 3aTO MUHYC ofuH. OCTamoch ABOe.
Crom, nmouemy? Brino ke yeTwipe! Kortrucras namna ymapuia ero B iieio cdagu. He Oy Ha HeM
mocriexa, CKoOH4ascs Obl Ha MecTe. A Tak JIUIIb IPUXOOUTCS CAeNaTh mar Biepen. Kakue xe oHI
OBICTDHIE.

Calrra ¢ TPyIOM yCIIEeJ IIOMMAaTh OMHOTO W3 OCTABIIMXCS TPOTUBHUKOB 3a OfeXKMAY ¥, MEPHYB 3a PyKas,
HaCa[ M ero Ha KIMHOK. 3aTeM, He pa3OyMbIBasi OTTOJIKHYJICS OT IMOTHOIIETo yKe Tela, ¥ yIapui
BTOpPOro. Ho cui moytu He 0CTaI0Ch, 30MOU JIETKO OTMAaXHUBAETCS KOTTSIMHU OT HE MOTYYUBIIET0CS
yoapa, ¥ AnekKcaHIp HEJTOBKO ITaflaeT Ha OOHO KOJIEHO.

«2Kusu!»

KorTu BuBaoTCS B IJIe40, KOTHA OH MpobyeT BCTaTh, 1 Callla BanuTCs HAOOK, yBIeKas MPOTUBHUKA
3a coboii. HaBanuBuIuCch, CBEPXY, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha yAaphl KOTTSIMU II0 TPYAU U CIIUHE,
BCaxKMBaeT KJIMHOK eMy B I11et0, pa3py0as mo3r. OcTanoch aBoe. Y oouH U3 HUX yKe MOUTU IPOOUICS
Yyepes3 TUTAHOBO-KePAMUUYECKYI0 OPOHUPOBAHHYIO IJTACTHHY. Pa3BepHYBUIUCH, ATeKCaHIpP ObeT
HAOTMalllb, HO yap MOTy4aeTCs HEJIOBKUM ¥ MMPOTUBHUK ITPOCTO OTCKAKWBAET B CTOPOHY. CTOII, UX
ke ObI10 mBoe? KorTy cpes3arT KOxXKy C ueperna.

«2Kusu!»

[TpocTu moOuMasi, KaKeTCs, [OIbIIe He BRIHIET...
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