[TepBBIM, YTO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, OB 00KUTAOIIE XOIOOHbIHM Bo3ayX. OH He ollyIlan Tella, He BUAEN
HUYEero u He cibimaln. Ho Mopo3, MOpo3 MPUBOOUA B YYBCTBO, 00KUTAJI, KOJIO ¥ TIO3BOJISIT
YYBCTBOBATh C€0sI XOTh HEMHOTO KUBHIM. CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAB Ha BOCIIPUSTUHU 3TOM OOIM IOCTIeIHIE
CHJIBI, OH TIOCTapaJiCd IPEeICTaBUTh, KaK BO3OYX PACXOMUTCS IO TeJTy, aBas TEIJI0, HO HUYero He
BHIIIIJIO.

Cepruit 3acTaBysn ce0s XKuTh. KieTka 3a KJIeTKOH, BOJIOKHO 3a BOJIOKHOM, HauuHas ¢ pebep u
cepala, OH CTpacTHO, 6e3ynepkHO XoTel 2KUTh.

OH He 3HaJI, 4YTO IPOU30ILIJI0 HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUY Ha3al, HO, C OTPOMHBIM TPYAOM OTKDHIB I'Jla3a,
OKOHYATeJIbHO ITOHSJI, YTO CMePTh OTCTymaeT. I1o KpaliHel Mepe, s Hero. 3Be3nHoe HeGo OBICTPO
3aTsATHBaIo 06TaKaMHu, Te IIIU C MaTePHKa, C apxumnesnara fAnoruu. [TocTeneHHO Bo3Bpalas cede
KOHTPOJIb Haf] T€JIOM, OH CMOT IIOIIeBeIUTh MTajbllaMy, HO He CyMeJl COTHYTh JIeBYI0 PyKy. C mpaBoi
TOXKe OBLIIO He BCe B MOPsAKe. BMecTe ¢ YyBCTBUTENLHOCTHIO IIPUIIIA U OO0Ib.

Cepruii TO4yBCTBOBaJI HE [0 KOHIIA 3apOCIIyI0 ALIPKY B IIJiede, TPEUIMHE B pebpax, Bce MOoIydeHHbIEe
CCaWHbI, CUHSKY U PaHbl, YTO MMOKPHIBAJIA €TI0 TEJI0, HO 9TO HE OTMEHSIJIO I'JIaBHOTO: OH HOJIXKEH
BBIXKUTB, a IJIST 9TOT'0 HY2KHO OBIIO YOPaThCsS ¢ MOPO3a. IIepeBepHYBIIHUCEH HA XKUBOT, OH HAIIPSTCS, U C
OTPOMHEIM TPYAOM BCTall Ha KoneHu. [lepBoHaYanbHYO UEI0 YIOJI3TH Ha YeTBEPEeHbKAaX IPUIIIOChH
OTMECTH, JIeBas PyKa He CIyIllanach, a mpaBasi CIUAIIKOM 0ojienia. X0Ts CJI0BO CIIMIIKOM ITOAXOOUII0 K
OONBIIMHCTBY €T0 TKaHel u opraHoB. Tak uTo Cepruii MefjIeHHO BOOXHY U IIOOHSJICS Ha HOTH.

TOJIBKO BCTaB, OH CMOT OIIEHHTH BCIO CBOIO 0€CIIOMOIIHOCTE. OH ITOYTH HUYETO He BUOEN U He
ciblnan. He MOT IpUMEHWTh HU OOWH HaBHIK, He MOT yBUETh nHTepdetic. [fIompoOoBaB BCIIOMHUTD
yT0-100 0 HAaHOMAIIIMHAX UK TeXHHUKe, IIOHSJI, YTO HUYEero 3TOr0 HET, coBceM. Bce ero
«Bocupustue», Bce «3HaHusI», BcA «Cumna», «BEIHOCINBOCTh», «JIOBKOCTEL». Bce nc4e3no 3a 0gHO
MT'HOBEHHE.

Ho emy eiile moBe3mno. Psagom exkasno yMuparlilee He4To, KOTOPOE ellle HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af B
yxace Ha3wBanu MMmnepaTtopoM. CKeJleT C OPOTOBEBIIEH KOXKel faxe He ObIIIai, rjla3a ObUIH MYyCTH
¥ BBAJIMJIUCh BHYTPb. MBIIIIIE TPeBPaTUIIKACh B OecopMeHHBIe KOMKH, OPOHS pacTpecKasach
OCHITIAJIach, flaXke [JIMHHbIE KOTTH 3aTYIUIKACh. Y TONBKO CTBOJIBI PEIbCOBOM IYIIKH, TOpYallel u3
IIPaBOM PYKHU, OCTABA/IUCh B IOPAOKE.

C HecKphIBa€MHBIM YOOBOJILCTBUEM Cepruil MofoIles K Tely 1, BCTaB Ha IIpefiedbe, OTOPBAJI MyIIKY
oT ocTanbHOM pyku. Koctu MMmepaTopa cmabo XpyCTHYIH, TOMasiCh KaK CIIMYKH, KOXkKa pBasiach Kak
Oymara, a BMECTO KPOBH OCTaJlaCh TPyXa HAaHOMAIIIKH.

- UepT, ma TH Be[ib, HABEPHOE, YMED B TO XK€ MTHOBeHUe. - [IpobopmoTan Cepruii ¢ CoXKaleHUEM. -
CracuTesnb BCEX TEXHOKPATOB, PaCChIMaBIIUUACS TpaxoM. Ho Tkl X0Ts1 ObI TOru6 MIrHOBEHHO.

MepneHHO ITepeBUrasiCh, OH JOIIeJT OO ABePH, BeAyIlel BHU3, C KPHIIIH, ¥ C TPYCThIO IIOCMOTPEI
BHK3. MaJio TOro, 4To BHU3Y OBIII0 aOCOTIOTHO YePHO X HUYEro He BUIHO, TAK OH eIlle OTYETINUBO
TIOMHUJI, YTO JIECTHUIIA O4YeHb KpyTas u 0e3 mepwut. [llumns ot 607u Ipy KaXKIoM OBUKEHUHU, OH BCTAll
Ha KOJIEHU ¥, Pa3BePHYBUIUCH CIIMHOM K ITPOXOMY, Hayas cjie3aTh. ITO ObIJI0 YePTOBCKYU HEMIPUSITHO,
HO XXKU3HEHHO HeoOxoguMo. Telsa BHYTPH 30aHust ObIJI0 He HaMHOT0 0OJIbIlle, Y4eM CHAPYXKH, HO XOTS
ObI He MyJT yparaHHBIH BETED.

[TepeBens myX, OH HadaJjl CITyCKAThCS II0 OIMHHOM, Ka3ajloch 0eCKOHeUHOMU jecTHUIle. CTylneHbKa 3a
CTYIIEHBKOM, ITPOJIET 3a MPOJIETOM, 3Tax 3a 9TaxoM. [lIums oT 60711, MaTEPSICh, KOTHA 3afeBal
IIJIEYOM CTEHY OT YCTAJIOCTH, C YCUJIMEM ITPOTOHSIST Yepe3 HOC XOJIOMHEIN BO3YX, OH CITyCKAJICs.



OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO BPeMEeHH 3aHSJI CIIYCK, [ISITh MUHYT, ISTHAAATh, UK II0I49aca, HO, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OH BHIIIIE]T HA TEMHYIO YJIMIy, KOTOPYIO ITepecTasa OCBeulaTh Jaxe mTyHa. TeMHO OO, XOTh
TJ1a3 BEIKOJIM. BHU3Y OBIIO Temiee, U OH, IPUCIIOHUBINKCH K CTEHE, II0CTapasICsa MPUBLIKHYTH K
TEMHOTE.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH Ha4aJl pa3/lndyaTh HEeSICHBIE CIIOHSIOIIMECS CUIY3Thl. BONBIIMHCTBO TEXHOKPATOB
J1exKajio Ha CHeTy, HaJ KeM-TO ellle IOJHUMAaNIuCh ciabkle 06/1ayka mapa OT ObIXaHus, Haf APYyTUMHU
yXKe HeT. JIuiIb HeMHOTHE B TIOJTHOM TUINWHE OpO[UIIU Ieper 3[aHueM, CTaJIKUBasICh OIPYT C APYTOM,
OCTaHAaBJIMBAsICh U Iafas.

«I'pebanniit mucen! - Taxeno nogyman Cepruii. - Kak Tak Beiuio? Y 9to OymeT masnbliie?»

OTBeT nocnenoBas yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT. OH OTJIMYMII 3TOT YEPHBIA CUIYIT OT APYTHUX TOIBKO
IIOTOMY, UTO IIIesI ¢ aOCOJIIOTHO IPSIMOY cTinHOW. 2KeHCKas pa3MbiTas GUrypa HECIEeIIHO ABUTajach
10 yNIulle, He IPOIycKas HA OJHOT0 TeXHOKpaTa. OHa moaxoausa K KaXkaoMy, KOTO BCTpedana, 1
oTpy0asia rojloBbl OHUM B3MaXxOM KOPOTKOT'0 TOHKOTO Medya.

«BoT u Bce». - TTomyman Cepru#i, TS Ha OEBYIIKY C BHIOMBAIOIIUMUCS U3-TIO KAIIOMIOHa
OMUHHBIMY BojiocaMu. OHa [BUTajach MejIeHHO, HO HeOTBPaTHMO, KakK caMo BpeMsi. BoT ogun u3s
TEXHOKPATOB IOMbITaNICS cOexkaTh, ¥ IeBYIIKa OorHaja ero B [Ba MIPLIXKKa, BOH3UB €My TAaHTO B
OCHOBaHMe Yeperna. 3aTeM Pe3K0 AepHyJa KIIMHOK B CTOPOHY, OMHOBPEMEHHO ITepepe3asi UMITJIaHTaT
¥ IIEI0.

Hu c6exkaTh, HU COMPOTUBIATLCS OH He MOT. Cepruii 3aKphl rjla3a, YTOOH B MOCTIETHUN pa3 YBUOETD
Conuue. OgHako cdepa cBeTa nepecrana ObIT c000#. OH He pa3risifes HUYero, TOJILKO IOTHYI0
0eCKOHEeYHOr0 OOuHOYeCTBa ycToTy. Ho 1 oHa Oblyia ny4iie TpubIuKeHusI CMEPTH.

CKOIBKO OH IIPOCHUMET C 3aKPHITHIMU I'ma3aMu Cepruii He 3Hal, IIPOCTO B OIpPeeIeHHBI MOMEHT
PEIInII, YTO XBATUT, U OTKPHIT uX. [IeByuIKy He Obl10. TeMHas ynuiia Oblyla ycesiHa TpPyIllaMi, HO U
JKWBBIX Ha Hel xBaTasio. OHu OeclieTbHO OPOOVIIH, BRIAOS U3 3MaHNI, BOSMOXKHO CTOJb XKe OCJIEIIIne
U OTJIOXIIIME, KaK OH caM.

HyzxHo OBITIO OBUTATHCS Hasiblile, UOTU K TEIIJIBIM JOMaM IIeHTPa, ¥ OH MomHsIcsa. CHavasa MBITancs
IPUAEPKUBATD ITPABOM PYKOM JIeBY10, HO 60JIb B Iyiedye ObljIa CIMIIKOM CHUJIbHA, ¥ OH IIEJI, OMyCTUB
pyku. Te GonTanuck BOOJL TeJa, KakK ABa TOJCTHIX minaHra. CTapasch 00XOMUTh KUBHIX, OH HEJIOBKO
CIIOTHIKAJICS 0 MePTBLEIX. HeCKOIbKO pas 1o IpuBLIUKe MP0o60Bal OTKPHITL KapPTy UK B3TJIAHYTh Ha
CBOE PACIojIoKeHWe Ha MUHUKAPTE, HO UX, eCTECTBEHHO, He OBIIIO.

Cepruii He CHBIIIAT BEICTPEJIOB, HO 3aMETHUJI BCIIOJIOXY OTHS Ha 3MaHUX Brepenu. OUeBUOHO, JTIOIU
PeLIuIu NOHesaTh TO, YTO He 3aKOHYHMI0 IMMU oT smepHBIX B3pHIBOB. Kakas HEIemnocTsb: mobeuTh
CTaApOCTh U CMEPTh, YTOOBI MOTUOHYTH OT 3JIEKTPOMArHUTHOIO U3TyuyeHus. HeCMOTpPsI Ha OMTaCHOCTS,
OH TIPOMOJIKaI UATH Brieped. Hy:KHO TeIIo, oCTaabHOE IT0Ka He BaXKHO.

3a moyryaca OH € TPYIOM IIPOIIeNT OKOJIO IBYX KBapTaJIOB, YACTO OCTaHABIUBASICh, YTOOH!
IIEPENOXHYTh, OIIYIIATh Ce0s1 CTONIb 6ECTIOMOIIHEIM OBIIO UYIOBUIIHO HENPUSATHO. Ho 3T0
HETOI0BaHUE, XKaJIO0CTh, ITyCTh ¥ K caMoMy ce0e, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OOJIb - BCE 3TO 3HAUMIIO TOJIBKO
OIHO: OH elIlle XKUB.

A 3ateM oH yBuAen ux. Jlionu UuH ¢ ¢pakeiaMu, IIJIOTHOM I'PYIION. B pykax y Kaxmoro OB HOX,
carepHas jIolaTKa WK OPYyroe XOJIOMHOe OPYXKUe, U MU OHU NoOUBasH jieKalliuX TEXHOKPATOB.
PaboTanu 6vicTpo, 6€3 mepeprBOB. CTapIInil PeryaspHO YKa3bkBall B CTOPOHEI, ¥ OT TPYIIIIHL
OTAENANOCh HECKOIbKO YEI0BEK U HaIPaBJIsaioCh B IOABE3IHI.



Cepruti BCTan y CTeHH, yTKHYBIIKUCH CTOPOJIEHHOW CIMHOW B CTeHYy. OfUH U3 NTIofe B TpymIle
0CTaHOBUJICS, OYATO MPUCTyIINBasICh. KpUKHYI 00 9TOM OCTa/llbHBIM, U BCS TPYIINia CBEPHYJIA 3a yToJl.
CHOBa CMepTh OTIYCTUIA €ro. A 3HAYUT, Hafo ABUTaThCs manblie. Mnu xe 6exathb?

OH maxe He CTaJl OTJISIABIBATHCS, BIIEPE, TOJILKO BIiepesd. B 9KomoM, 060rpeBaeMblii CKBAXKUHOM.
HHTepecHO, CKOJILKO OH IIPOOEPXKHUTCS, IPEXKAe YeM 3eMJIsI 3aMeP3HEeT HaCTOJIBKO, YTO He CIIoCOOHa
OymeT rpeTh? M HAgoNro NI 9Ta HOYb?

Cepruii ¢ TpygoM y3HaBasl OYepTaHUS YIIUL], OPUEHTUPYSACH TOIBKO Ha IINUIb PETPAHCIISATOpA.
Xopotito, 6e3ycI0BHO, OBIIIO TO, YTO OH elrle CTOs/I. OTpoMHasi KOHCTPYKIIUS OCTPOBHOM CBSI3H,
KOTOpas fonkKHa Oblyia o0ecrieynBaTh 0€CIIPOBOMHOM OOCTYI Ha Bcel Tepputopuu CaxannHa, a Tak
JKe BKJTI0Yasa B ce0st MpakKTUYeCKU HEOTPAaHUYEHHBIE BRIYMCIIUTENbHEIE MOIIHOCTH. HecMOTps Ha
MHOT'OYKCJIEHHBIE TIOMBITKY €€ B30PBaTh, pa300MOUTh UJIM CHECTH - OHA yaepxKanack. Cefiyac oH
Iaxke He 3HaJI, OBUI JIU B HEY ellle XOTb KaKOK-TO CMBICII, B 3TOM KOHCTPYKIIMY, KPOMe KakK I10Ka3aTh
€My IIyThb K [IOMY.

Bnuxe K yTpy oH moOpajcs [0 IIeHTpa, OTKyOa JIIoAu yKe yiumi. Hebombiire OTPSAB, BHITIOTHSIBILNE
cIenionepanuu Ha TeppuTopuy CaxanrHCKa YOUIM CTOJIBKO, Ha CKOJIBKUX XBATUJIO IIATPOHOB, a 3aTeM
ele 4yTh-4yTh. U Temeps, ocTaBIIUCH 6e3 CBSA3M, OHU, 0UEBHUIHO, BEPHYJIUCH K CBOUM OCHOBHBIM
cunaM. Y 970 61710 a6COITIOTHO MPABUIILHO: BElb CPazKaThCs, IO CyTH, GosbIle OO0 He ¢ KeM. Mnu
II0Ka He C KeM.

OH BoIIIeN B TPUALIATUITAXKHYI0 OAIIHIO 9KOIOMa U, He CTaB BEICOKO ITOTHUMAThCS, 3aBAIUIICS B
TIEPBYIO K€ OTKPHITYI0 KBAPTUPY. BEIIo Temno. C TPyIoM CTSHYB KYPTKY ¥ Pa3deBUINCh, KaXKeTCs
TIEPBHIM pa3 3a [IBa OHS, OH 3ajie3 B KPOBATh, YKPHIICS OEsITIOM M YCHYIL.

Korga oH BHOBB OTKPBIJI I'JTa3a, TO HE CMOT BCIIOMHUTD, CHUJIOCH JTM eMy 4TO-HuOyOb. BpeMs mporrio,
He MTpUHecs o00JIerdyeHus: UM CBeTa. TsI:Keso MOMHSABIINCH U MTOMONAS K OKHY, OH ITOHSIJI, YTO YTPO BCE
JKe HaCTYIHUJI0. B TeMHEBIX Ty4aX CBET COJIHIIA eJie yTafbIBaJICS, HO OHO Oblsio. I'me-To TaM. HyxkHO
OBIJIO ITOECTh ¥ BOCCTAHOBUTL CHIJIBL.

OH ornsimen KBapTUPY, B KOTOPYIO BYepa Tak OeciiepeMoHHO Bcenuiics. Hebombinas CTyaus ¢
OTTOPOXKEHHOM KyxHel Oblyla YuCcTO yOpaHa. X0JOOUIbHUK IIOUTH IIYCT, 38 UCKITIOUeHNuEeM Oy THIIKA
TUTHEBOM BOMHL. B mKady HaIIIOCh HECKOTBKO CMEH MOCTEIBHOT0 6enbsi. O4eBUIHO, B KBAPTHUPE [0
HETo XWJla 0YeHb YUCTOIJIOTHAS CTPAXKAyIasi, U3 TeX, UTO BCETMla BCE epXKaju B IOPSIKE
HE3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO, YeM 3aHUMaJIUCh.

Cepruii BCIIOMHHUJI, YTO B OKPYTe JOJIKHO OBITh 3MaHue (epMhI, TOUHEee elle OJHO TaKoe Ke CTPOeHue
C yTeIJIeHHEM, TOJIBKO Ha Cel pa3 C BepTUKa/IbHbIMU I'PSAIKaMU BHYTPH. ['7Ta3a 4OCTATOYHO
IIPUBBIK/IY, ¥ OH BIIOJIHE HOPMAaJIbHO BU[IE/I Ha HECKOIBKO JEeCATKOB METPOB. EQUHCTBEHHOE, UTO
CHJIBHO MeIIaJjio 3TO TO, YTO CIIyX TaK M He BOCCTaHOBUJICS. OH [0 MOC/IeNHEr0 HafesIcs, 9YTo
IPUYMHOU IOCIYyKUJIa IIPOCTO IPsi3b UJIM YCTAJIOCTh HO, TIOKOBHIPSB B yX€ TUTUEHUYECKOU MTaJI0YKOH,
HallIeHHOW B BAHHOM, HUYEro He 0OHapyKHUII.

Briiigg ¥3 KBapTUPHI, OH IPUKPHII ABEPh, HO 3allUpaTh He CTaJl, AaXe Haugsd K04 B Kopupope. He
OBLT yBEpEH, 4YTO BEPHETCS, a Teljiasd I0CTeJIb MOTJla IPUTOAUThCS KaxkaoMy. Ha ymnulie mesn cHer
BIIEPEMELIIKY C IeTyIoM. BeposiTHO, OT SIePHBIX YIapoB I'ie-TO 3ar0PesuCh jieca. A MOXKET, 3TO OBLIO
CBU[IETEJIbCTBOM I10KApPUI] B TOPOLax.

Heckomneko MHUHYT BCIIOMHKHAS OOPOTY OH, HAKOHEI, HAllleJI HYy2KHO€E 3[dHue. OxHa Ha HUXKHEM 3Taxe
OBLITH YaCTUYHO BLI6I/ITLI, BHYTPH IIaCJIOCk HECKOJIBKO COTEH HEPA3YMHEIX TEXHOKPATOB. Onu enu
JINCTBEA U 6OTBy, yIijieTalnu IIOMUOOPEL U OTYPITEI.



- Hy, X0Th Ha 4T0-TO MO3TO0B y Bac xBaTaeT. - [IpobopmoTan Cepruii, mMpoTaNKUBasICh K TPSIOKAM.
BoNBIIMHCTBO HE AOrafaiiCch OTKOIMATh C TPSII0K MOPKOBKY U JIYK, ¥ OH Hafepras cebe IMojHbe
KapMaHEI OBOIIEH, a TOTOM HaOWI UMK HalJeHHBIH OOIBIION JeTCKUN ploK3akK. CMOTpPeTh Ha
JKYIOIMKX KaK 0apaHbl TPABy TEXHOKPATOB OH He MOT. [103TOMY JHIIb MPUKPHIT BAISIOMIMMCS BHYTPU
Ope3eHTOM [BIPY B OKHAX U Ioiesl 06paTHO B TEILO.

B kBapTupe, K CYaCThi0, HUYETO He U3MEHUIIOCH, JaxKe OBIJI, XOTh ¥ KpaiHe CJIa0bli, HAllop Tropsyen
BOMEL. Tak YTO OH ITOMEIJICS CaM ¥ BHIMBIT MOPKOBB. 3aTEM OH ITOEJI, ¥ TOJILKO TI0CJIE 3TOT'0 PEIIUICS
IIOCMOTPEeTh Ha cebsi B 3epKalio.

OH OTTATHBAJ 9TOT MOMEHT, KaK MOT, CIIeIIMalbHO He TS Ha cebs B 3epKajio YTPOM, CTapasicCh
n30eraTh OTpPazkKeHUs NHEeM. Beqb [0 MoCIeqHero Hafesyics, YTo MOTePsiB KOHTPOJIb Ha
HaHOMAIIIMHAMH, HO COXPAHWB Pa3yMHOCTh, BHOBb CTAHET 4ej0BeKOM. OTHAKO [0 9TOTO KaXK Ikl
BCTPEUYEHHHIH UM TEXHOKPAT OIPOBEpPras ero HaJeXKay CBOMM BHIOM ¥ TeIeph OH YOemuIcs, 4To
HaJexX/a HalpacHa.
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