He moruMasi, 4T0 CIy4dusiocs, oH oboien JIekca U yrepcs B3TJISA0M B «HeuTO». HaBepHOe, 9T0O OB
KOrga-To 4yesioBek. Ho TonbpKo o4eHb faBHO. OH OT/IMYAJICS OT JIIOe! Tak Xke, KaK I1apoB03 0T
CBEPXTSXKEIOM KOCMUYECKON pakeThl. [I0X0xKKe OKPYTJIble YaCTH eCThb, HO He Gonee. [leMoOH
IIOCTapascs BCMOTPETHCS CBOMM HelaBHO MPOKa4YaHHBIM BOCIIPUATHEM, HO BMECTO 0XKHIAaeMOn
Ha[NMUCHU MOJTy4YUJI TOIBKO 9TO:

«MMmeparop, ???? ypoBeHb», - HU Kjlacca, HU HaBHIKOB, HU4Yero. Kak OynTo riusHys B 6e3nHy.

«A TBI CMeJIBIM MaJIbIlll, - IPOHECIIOCH Y [JeMOHa B rojioBe. - O4eHb JaBHO HUKTO He OCMEJIUBAJICS Tak
Ha MeHS B3TISIHYTh, U3y4alolle.»

- [TpuBeTcTBYy10 Tebs1, UMmepaTop, - MOCIEIIHO BCTPsI JIeKC, BRIXOAS M3 CTYIOpa U 3acioHssd [leMoHa
coboii. - [TpocTu, He oxuman Te0s 3MeCh BCTPETHUTD.

«He 6otics mareli, 51 Tebst He cheM. Pa3Be YTO TBOETO TOPAEIUBOTO APyra», - Ckasan MmmepaTop u
IPOTSAHYII BIepen PyKy. [leMOH He CMOT pa3JIuYUTh JabHENIIero ABUKEeHU, IPOCTO B CleAyllee
MT'HOBEHUE JIaIOHb OIIYCTUJIach eMy Ha roJioBy. [I0HATH, 4TO OyAeT Aanbllle, OH He CMOT, ITPOCTO
CBaJ/IUJICS Ha MECTe.

OH KMCKOpKa B BOIOBOPOTE BCeNleHHOU. Manenbkuy oroHek. Ilomg auMm CBeTtuno. ComnHile, KOTOpoe
chepoit OKpyKaloT THICSYU U MUJIIMOHEI TAKUX XKe, KakK OH. PsimoM sipkasi cpepa CBeToda, OHa rpeeT
BCEX, KTO HaxXOOuTCs 671M3K0. A BOT HAmpoTuB... CaMoe TOYHOe OoIpefie/ieHre, KOTOPOe OH MOT
IpUAyMaTh: YepHas geipa. KoHIleHTpupoBaHHas ThMa. Ho maXke BHYTPU 9TOM OECKOHEYHOM YePHOTHI
ob11 CBET, IPOCTO APYTOM, He TaKoii, KakK y BCeX, ropa3no 6onee SIpKuUM.

«Jla! Tel cMOXKelllb! - TPOHECTIOCH B TOJIOBE M €I'0 Pe3K0 BOPOCHUIIO B peabHOCTh. - BcTaHb!»

IIeMOH TIOHSIJI, YTO BCe 3TO BPeMs OH CTOSI/I Ha KOJIeHsX. [IOmHSABIINCh, OH OCMEJIUIICS ellle Pa3
ocMoTpeTh Ha MMriepaTopa, B ymop. Temeps, 3Has, 4YTO CBET €CTh, OH O0Jbllle He O0OSICS TTISIAEeTh BO
TBMY U, HaKOHeEIl, YBUAE.

«Mmnepatop, Beunrii CBeTo4y Aptuiiepuct Ilornoturens, ???? ypoBeHb»

- Oro, g TakKMX HaBLIKOB faxke ¥ He BUAen. - [IpobopmoTan [lemoH. [Ipogoskasi pacCMaTPpUBATh
CTOSIIIIET0 TTepeN HUM TeXHOKpaTa, KOTOPHIHM Teleph YejloBeKa BOOOIe He HallOMUHAIl.

Wmnepatop ynelOHYNICS ofHUMY ry0amu. Ero cepasi Koxa, TyCTO IOKPHITasg Y4ePHEIMU YellyHKaMH,
BRITSIHYach. OH HEMOHCTPATUBHO IOOHSIT PYKY, ¥ KHCTh Pa30LIIach B CTOPOHbI, 0CBOOOKOAst MECTO
[I7IsT CTBOJIOB BCTPOEHHOM MyLIKU. BEYHEIN MaxHYN B CTOPOHY KaHHMOAaIa PYKOH, U y HETO
otobpa3unoch nHGOPMalUOHHOE OKHO.

«PenbCcoBO€E CKOPOCTPENIbHOE Opyaue, HanbHOCTh 15000 MeTpPOB, CKOPOCTPENbHOCTD 6 BEICTPEJIOB B
MuHYTY, 60e3anac 500 BeICTpeoB, OpPOHEOOMHOCTh MaKCUMalbHasI»

- Huuero cebe, - TOIBKO ¥ CMOT ITPOMOJIBUTE [IeMOH. - M 3TO 4TO, TOXKEe MOXKHO BKA4aTh?

«Kauatics, pa3BuBaiics, morjouai c1abbX ¥ CUJIbHBIX, U THl CMOXKEIb CTaTh TaKUM XKe, -
nporpoxotan MMmnepatop. - TH yxke He 1000sICS IPEapacCynKoB, B3sIB CTOJIb BaXKHEIM HaBBIK Kak
KaHHUOanu3M, He fall APYyTUM HaBsi3aTh MHEHUe, YTO 3TO IIJI0X0. Pa3yM xoudeT, 4TOOBI MBI POCTIH, @
3TO CaMblil OBICTPHIM crioco0. Moy v muTarics, BeCh CEBePHBIN MOPT TBOM M OCTAaTKX BOCTOYHOTO



TOXKeE. Hpomaﬁ, MaJIBIII», - C 3THUMHU CJIOBAMHU OH GYKBaJ'IBHO PaCTBOPHUIICA, HCYE3HYB Ha POBHOM
MecCTe.

JIexc mIyMHO BHIDOXHYJ, [leMOHY ake TI0Ka3aloCh, YTO BCE 3TO BPeMs TOT He [HIIIall.

- Ha, He oxupman. - Cka3zan CBeToY, BEITUPAs CO j16a MOT. - BCTpeTUTh 3MeCh 3TO YYHOOBHUIIE, [Ia eIle C
yTpa. BriosmHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO MbI [IOMEILIaJIi er0 MaJIeHbKOH 0XOTe.

- A Ha KOT0 OH OXOTHUTCS, U KTO 3TO BooOImIe? Kakoi y Hero ypoBeHb?

- Kak mHOTO BOmIpOCOB. - [ToKavan ronooi JIekc. - [laBali-Ka CHadalla HalileM KPOB U IIOCTEJb,
nepeofeHeMcs, UCKyIlaeMcs, a IIOTOM, eCJIH 5 0TOUAY, pacckaxy Tebe 06 MMmnepartope. Kak
CTpAILIHYI0 CKa3Ky Ha HOYb.

OH GBICTPO TIOIIEN TI0 KOPUOOPY, 3arIsaasBast B KaXOyi0 ABePh. Te, YTO OBITM 3aKPHITH, OH OTMBIKAJ
JIWIIbL CJIeTKa HafaBuB mnedoM. C KaXkKIo# OTIIePTO# OBEPhIO OH BHITTISIEN BCe Becesee. Y Koraa oHu
IOITH [0 KOHIIa KOPHAO0PA, Y2Ke BEePHYJICS B CBO€ HOPMAJIbHOE COCTOSTHUE.

- Bece xuBel. OTniuuHo. Teneps HYKHO BHIOPATh TPEJIKY MMOCHMIIATUYHEEe U KPOBATh IOMPUIIUYHEE,
-Yero? - He nmousn [lemoH. - Kakyo eliie rpenky?

- HeBy1IKy, 4ToOB HOYBIO Tpena. Hy magHo, [HeM, ceidac ke feHb. - [IoiiMaB HeOyMeHHbIH B3TJISAL
KaHHuOasa, OH YCMEeXHYJCS. - MH B IOMe TEPIIUMOCTH, TaK YTO He CTECHSMCS.

- 4 Kak-To 3a0win 00 3TOM. - YOuBuics cam cebe [leMoH. - Pa3Be HaM 3TO HYKHO?

- Tonmpko TeM, y Koro MHTH 601ibiie ceMunecsT. I10Tpe6HOCTH MPUXOAST BMECTE C BO3MOXKHOCTSIMH,
M HapacTaloT KakK CHEXHBIN KoM, - JIeKc HemoOpo yneIOHYIICcs. - Tebs ToxKe ckopo npobepeT. A
OTPeOHOCTH HAMI0 YOOBJIETBOPSITH BOBPEMSI, HHA4Ye 3aCTOM B OPTaHKM3Me M BCE TaKoe.

- Ho 3T0 XKe HE HOPMaJIbHO, HY2KHAd KdKds-TO B3aMMHOCTbB.

- BymeT y Te6s1 ypoBeHb COPOKOBOIi, CMOKEIIb PO B3aUMHOCTh TOBOPUTh. A ITOKA IIOJIb3YHCSA TEM, UTO
ecTb. Hy, unu He mOIb3y#Cs, OEN0 TBOE. 3MeCh KUBYT NEBYLIKK ¢ TepkoM MctunHOTO 51, ypOBEHb Ifie-
TO OBaAUaTHi. Bce abCcomoTHO JOOPOBOIBHO, TaK YTO ecyiu TeOs MOIILTIOT, He o0uXKamncs.

- [la MHe TIOMBITBCSI TONTBKO. - [IpoGopmoTan [leMoH.

- Hy, ¢ atum, Hagetocs, mpobieM He Oynet. - Ckasan JIekc, 3arnsgrBas B 0UepegHylo KOMHATY. -
[TpaBpa, MOKa MOXKHO CKa3aThb, YTO CKOPEe He ThHI IEBYILIKY BEIOUPAEIb, a OHa Te0s, YK 60JIbHO
YPOBeHb y Te0SI MajleHbKUM. A y MeHsI ceTofHs OyIeT XOpOIInui IeHb.

- Oten Cepruui?! - Pa3mancs royioc 3a ux cnuHaMu. [leMOH pacTepsiHO OTJISHYJICS, B KOPUOOP BHILIIA
IeBYIIKa JIeT ABafllaTH, TeM He MeHee, OHa ObllIa CTapllle Hero 110 YPOBHIO B YETHIPE pasa.

«Kanna, beccmepTHas, 28 ypoBeHb», - 3HAUUIOCH HAJl €€ [OJI0BOU.

- 3opaBcTByH, XKaHHa. - OTBeTun [leMOH pacTepsHHO. [eBylliKa HeJ0BePYMUBO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero,
TIBITASsICh COTTOCTABUTh CBOM BOCIIOMUHAHMUS C TEKYIINM 00pa3oM.

- Bam GBI TOMBITBCS. - [IpOTOBOPHIIA IeBYIIKA. - A TO YK OY€Hb BHl Ha CBOM HUK Celyac IOX0XKH.

- Huk? A, THI Ipo uMs, BEIOpaHHOE TIpX BTOPOM poxkpeHuu. - OH MMOBEPHYJICA K CTEKIIy, BCMaTpUBasiCh



B COOCTBEHHOE OTpaxkeHue. - CBeTNEN Pa3yM... - BEIPBAIOCh Y HETO HETIPOU3BOJIbHO. Pycast 6opoma
CTajla YepHOM OT 3aleKINeHcss KPoBH, OPOHEXKHUIET, CHSATHIM C HallafaBIIero, OB IIOKPHIT €10
IPAaKTHYECKH ITOTHOCTHIO, BOJIOCH Ha TOJIOBE TOPYAJIX BO BCE CTOPOHEL. - BOMCTHHY I€MOH.

- [lofimemMTe KO MHe, s ceiiyac CBOGOIHA, 0TMOETECh, OTIOXHETE, paCCKaXkeTe, KaK Bac YrOpa3muiIo
cTaTh KaHHUOAJIOM, - CKa3ajla OeBYIIKa, HAaCTOWYKMBO Geps ero 3a pyky. - JIeKc, 4acoB yepes MsTh
IIPUXO[IH.

- Yepes tpu! Y cMOTpHU He U3MOTal MOEro MOIOIeYHOr0, - yas0asich, ToMaxXal pykoi CBeToy.

- [Ipunypok, - cka3ana ZKanHa. - MyXUK U3 TOU XU3HU. MOXKHO ITONyMaTh, HUYEro He U3MEHUJIOCh.
Pa3peBaiiTech, BaHHA BOH TaM.

- Cnacu6o. A ropsiuast Boga ecThb? - CIIPOCHUJI OH, 0C000 He HafesiCh.

- EcTb. 9T0 Ke 3KO0M, OH Ha TePMAJIbHOM IIaXTe CTOUT, TaK YTO U BOJa Topsdasi eCTh, U Jaxe
37IeKTPUYECTBO [0 HeflaBHEeTo BpeMeHu OvlIo. - [IeByIlIKa 0K Oalach, IOKa OH Pa3fdeHeTCs U 3ae3eT
B [IyIlI, @ IOTOM B3$JIa CO CTYJIa €ro BOJO0JIa3Ky 1 OpioKH. - [ToKka MOeTecCh, 5T CX0XKY Ha CKyaf 3a
omexpou. [TocTapaiochk 4TO-HUOYIb MOTPAKTUYHEE BEIOPATh.

Fop;{qaﬂ BOa U B CaMOM [eJie 6]51)'[8., XO0Ts HallOpP OKa3aJICAd O4YEeHb cnabuiM. OH MUHYT IIATH IIBITAJICA
OTMEITH 60p011y, HO 3aTeM, III0HYB, B34JI C YMbIBAJIbHUKA HOXKHUIEI U COCTPUT €€ I10[0 KOPEHb, I'IIsAnd
B MaJIEHBKO€ 3€pPKaJIbIIE. 3aTeM Tak ke 06Kp0MC&H IIaTJIE, He 0c000 IIepexunBad O BHEITHEM BULIE.
HOJIy‘-II/IJ'IOCb, KOHEYHO, He 0YeHb, HO 3aTO XOTh KOMKOB Ha roji0Be 00Jibliie He OBIIIO.

Korga oH, 3aBEPHYBILIKCE B [TOJIOTEHIIE, BHIILIET U3 BAHHOM, IE€BYIIKA KaK pa3 BepHynIachk. OHa 3auuia
B KOMHATY ¥ YyTh He BHIPOHUIIA OTEKMY.

- Ber gero? 3auem BeI ce0si Tak... MOOCTPUTNIK? - Y2KACHYIACh OHA.

- HeymoGHo , - cMyIeHHO oTBeTHI [IeMoH. - Hy>KHO OblJI0 KaK-TO ce0si TOYUCTUTh, a 6opofda He
OTMEIBAJIACh, 1a ¥ BOJIOCH 3aIIyTa/IUCh - B BaJIEHOK ITPEBPATUIIHCh.

- [laBaliTe Tak: 51, KOHEYHO, HE TApPUKMaXep, HO TOUHO chealo nyumie. [ToigemTe K 3epkany. - OHa
B3siy1a TaOypeTKy ¥ MOCafuiia ero Iepeq 3epKajioM B BaHHOU. 3aTeM, B3B T€ K€ HOKHUIIHI U
pacyecky, KOPOTKO, HO POBHO, IIOJCTPUTJIA €T0 CO BCEX CTOPOH. Bce 3aHs10 He 60JIbIle NSATHAAATH
MUHYT. - Hy BOT, Teneps X0Ts OBl POBHO, Kajlb TOJIBKO: HE OTPACTYT 3aHOBO.

- [louemy He oTpacTyT? - He mOHSI OH.

- He pacCTyT y HacC 00JIbIIIe BOJIOCH, HE BEITIQJAIOT, YK€ XOPOIIIO. - Ckaszamna OEBYIIIKA CIIOKOMHO. - I1o
KpaﬁHeﬁ Mepe, 3d IIPOIMIJIbie IBa MeCAIlda HU Ha CAHTUMETD He BBEIPDOCIIN.

- To ecTh 5 Temeps BCIO KU3Hb OYOY C TAKOM IPUYECKON? - BHOBL TOCMOTpPENT OH Ha cebs B 3epKario.
- He gymato, 4To oHa Oy#eT TaKoM YK ATUHHOMN.
-Yro? - He nmoHsy JJeMoOH.

- Barra xku3Hb, KakK ¥ MOsI, KakK U J1I000T0 IPYTOTro B 3TOM CJIaBHOM ropofie. - [pyCTHO yNbIOHYTach
IeByIIKa. - Y Hac BOWHA UMAET, TaK YTO BPS[ JIX MBI IPOKKUBEM OJITO.

- Ho KuBHI 2Ke MBI 10 cuX 1Iop. Y Te0s1 BOH yXKe OBafllaTh YeTBEPTHIM YPOBEHD, TIePKU OecCMepTHs. -
3ametun [lemoH. - [Ia u CBeT Hac Bcex XpaHUT. Kak MOXKerT.



- fl He OT XOpoIlel XKU3HU 3TU [IePKU B3sJIa, - IPOrOBOPUJIA AEBYIIKa, CMeTas IIEeTKOW OCTPUXKEHHEIe
BOJIOCHL y Hero ¢ Iied. - [Toka He BKadana MicTurHoe {1, ObliIa Ha 10XKHOU 3acTase. [1o4Tu y camoro
IIOPTOBOI'0 TOPOAA.

- Y gto xke? Heyxkenu TaM Bce elre Xyxke, 4YeM CEeTrOHS Ha OKpanHaX OBII0?

- Ta HeT, Tak xke. [IpocTo Tam KopaOiu CTOST Ha MpUYaje, OTIJIBITE OHM, KOHEYHO, He MOTYT, a BOT
CTPensTh BIOMHE. Tak YTO IPH IOMBITKE 3aXBaTa 0XKHOM TIOLl HaIMX TaM MOJIETTI0 OKOJIO MSTUCOT. A
II0TOM ¥ BOBCe IIpHeXasl KaKoM-TO raji, KOTOPHIY y JIIofel TaK BCe OPraHM30BaJjl, YTO OHU HadajIu Hac
TeCHMTb. KaxkeTcsi, MOJIKOBHUK, HE 3HAIO.

- Ho Jlekc rosopwu, 4To Hac 60JIbIle YeM uX. B pa3wl, eciou He B HeCATKH.

- 910 TOYHO. MX oOguH U3 CTa, HAaC OOUH U3 JecsATH. Ho, KaK HU KPYTH, 3aXBaTUTb BOEHHHIH IIOPT,
OXpaHsSEeMbIM BOOPYKEHHBIMU 10 3y00B 00y4eHHBIMU COJIaTaMu, - OHA [0XKasla IIJledaMu, - I110-
MoeMy, Tiymnas 3aTesi. K cyacTeio, OT Hee, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 0TKa3aJI}Ch.

- [TocToM, HO eCyy BBIXKUJI KaXKAbl COTHIM YEJI0OBEK, 3TO UTO XKe II0JIy4aeTcsl, cendac Ha OCTPOBe
OKOJIO MeCSTH THICSAY JIIOJeN U OKOJIO CTa THICSIY TEXHOKPATOB?

- Ecniu cumTath ¢ nepBavyaMu TO ia, UMEHHO Takue HUGPH ¥ IOTy4YaloTCs. A eC/ii YUUTHIBATh TOJIBKO
pa3yMHBEIX, JyMalo IPEMepHO NOPOBHY. - OHa 3aKOHUYUIIA IpUOUPATHCS U NIofaja eMy IPUHECEeHHYI0
omexny. - XoTs, MOXKeT, Hac faxke 1 MeHblle. Ho y4uTHIBas, YTO MOYTH BCE OpyXKue y HUX...
OpneBaiiTecCs, 1 CHapyXKu IIOA0XKAY.

IleMOH TTOCMOTPeJICS B 3ePKaJio, B OTPAKEHUH Ha HETO YCTABUJICS XYIOIIABHIM MyKYHUHA CPETHUX
JIET, C KOPOTKO CTPUKEHHLIMU PYCHIMU BOJIOCAMHU. SpKO-(DHOIeTOBbIE I1a3a JOMOIHSIIUCH B3AY THIMU
CUHUMU BeHaMU Ha BucKax. OH BcTajn. Ha B Mepy MyCKyIUCTOM Topce OBIII0O MHOXKECTBO LIIPaMOB, U
€CJIM TPY YePHBIX OBIPKY OH elIlle CMOT OT03HaTh KaK HeflaBHUE PaHeHU s, IOJyYeHHbIe Ha KPHIIIe, TO
KaK 3apaboTaj BCce OCTasibHBIE, faXke He MOMHUII. MHorue pyOIrsl O (HO0JIEeTOBO-KPACHBIMY, SIBHO
CBEXKWMHM, HO Pa3/IMYaIUCh U 3aCTapeible.

- lHTepecHO, 4TO 3Ke co MHOM OBIJIO B 3TU ABa Mecsma? - OH BCIIOMHUJI IEBYIIKY Ha CHETY, TTapH4,
KOTOPOMY Pa3TphI3 TOPJIO, TI0Ka TOT ellle OblT KuB. - HeT, He mHTEPEeCHO. A BOT 4TO OBIIO «g0»? - OH
BHIIIIETT U3 BaHHOM. - 2KaHHa, TH He IIOMHHIIb, YTO OBIIIO 0 BCeTro 3TOoro? IBa MecsIia Ha3aj.

- A BBl camu? - ITocMOTpeB, KaK OH OTPUI[ATEIbHO KadaeT r0JI0BOH, MeBYIIKa 3afyMaach. - 4 Toxe
TIOMHIO BCe OUeHb OTPEIBOYHO. [axKke BKaydasa cebe Bce, UTO OBUIO, B UHTEJUIEKT, OH Y MeHs 6oJible
cTta gBaguaTu. Ho maMaTh BO3BpallaeTCs MaleHbKUMU KyCKaMU, He CKJIafbIBAIOIIUMUCS B 00IIYI0
KapTUHY. XOTsI, TOBOPAT, UTO IIOCJIE TPEXCOT BOCIIOMUHAHUS CTAHOBATCS MOYTH MOJTHEIMU. Ho 3TO
CKOJIBKO e HYXKHO YOUTH KUBHIX.

- inu checTb MepTBBIX. - MpauHo noOaBun [leMoH. - KaxeTcs, 1 3Hal, KyJa MHe HYXKHO U[TH, THl HE
IO CKaXKeIllb, Te BOCTOYHBIM MOPT?
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