I'maBa 844: 2Kanubeii menerr!
— Kaxk 970 BO3MOXKHO?!

He ogun X3 FOHBI3E 3aCTHUT KaK TPOMOM IIOpaKeHHLIH. [[BOe CTapuKOB B IyPIYPHEIX XalaTax,
KOTOpBHIE IIpUHAIeXkKall K UMIIepaTOpCKOMy IOMy, ToXe ofepeBeHenu. OCTalbHbIE YJIEHH UX CEMbU
BO BCe TJla3a YCTaBUIIMCh Ha JIy4 cBeTa. Ha ux nuijax mposBUiIach Lieaas raMMa sMoLuii. B Takou
CUTYyallu{ HUKTO HE CMOT ylepKaTh ce0st B pyKax.

Cronb amoro cBeTa, 6ptomuil U3 rojoBel BaH baons, mpobun aTtMocdepy MIaHeTH U JOCTUT KOCMOCA.
W3paneka 9To BHEITJISAENO TakK, OYOTO OTKPHIIOCH OKO HebGec. Y Temephb OH B3UWpaJio Ha BCE Cylllee
BHHU3Y. BbICBOOOXKIeHMEe TaKOW CUJIBI BRI3BAJIO 3eMJIETPSICEHUE U POKOT B HeGe. Bo Bce CTOPOHEI
BOJIHAMH pacxofuiaach KpacHOBaTas SHeprus. 3aHssach O0yps. Ban baons Haxomuicsi B caMoM eé
IIeHTpe, CPey BOIOIIET0 BETPa, CIIOCOOHOTO CPABHSATH C 3eMJIel TOPHl M BEI3BaTh B OKeaHax
CTpalllHbIE IITOPMa.

JIromsiM BOKPYT B ITAHWKE PA3/IeTENIUCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHEL. Ha uX nuIlax 3aCThIT HEMOANETbHEIH
HCITYT.

— Hebeca... HACKOJBLKO XK€ OH BBICOKUH... JECSATH THICSY METPOB, MOXKET, laXKe COTHS THICSY METPOB?
— MHe He yynuTtcs?.. MoxerT, 51 Buepa 1nepeOopIuI C JyXOBHOM TPaBoi?
— Taxk... KTO TyT HacCTOALUK uMIiepaTopa?

Tonma Bo30yXkmeHHO r'yaena. [IpakTUKYU U3 NUBUIK3ANUU [1epBO3IaTO B pafyKHEIX XajlaTax
HaOIII0Iai 3a BCeM Yepes Ipope3u B (HOIETOBLHIX MAaCKaX. YBUIEHHOE CUIIbHO UX ITOPA3UIIO.
Pa3yMeeTcsi, OHYM BOCIIPHHSIN IIPOUCXOsIIIee HAMHOTO CIIOKOWHEee YJIeHOB UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH,
HO TaKO¥ BHE3aIIHBIH ITOBOPOT BCE PABHO 3aCTasl UX BPACIIoX. TOIEKO BO3TTIABIISBIINN HX
6eccMepTHEBIN, Ka3aloCh, HUKAK He 0TpearupoBalt Ha Ciay4uBLieecs. [1osBuBIIUiCS ObII0 G/TECK B €T0
r7a3ax o4yeHb OBICTPO HMCUe3.

OueBupgHO... cTo6 cBeTa Ban Baoss OblI 4eM-TO COBEPIIIEHHO HeBeposTHEIM. Ha goHe 3TOTO
«BeJIMKaHa» JIy4YM CBETA YJIEHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH HAIlIOMUHAU KY4YKY LBIIST. Ban Baons He
OJKM[IaJl, YTO TaK BCE CIIOKMUTCS. Y HETO Ccpa3y IMOSIBUIIOCH NyPHOE MPEqYyBCTBHE, KOTIa
6eccMepTHEBIN HocTa 6POH30BYIO Mamiy. C MepBEIX MUHYT Ha K/Taf0uIle ero He IOKUIAI0
OLIyIIeHNE TPUHATHS. DTO MECTO HE TOJIBKO He ITRITaJI0Ch U3THATh €r0, KaK KaKOro-HUOYOh YyKaka,
OHO BCTPETHJIO €T0 OYeHb PaAyIHo. CTPaHHO, HO He MOBOJ IONAaBATLCS IIaHUKeE.

VimmepaTop KMCIOIB30BajI CBOIO KPOBH B IOMKITKE OTKPHITh BpaTa. Ha KimagOuiine HaxOOUICS TOIbKO
KJIOH BaH Baons, co3maHHBIN TeXHUKON MUCTOKA MJITIO3UH, IT09TOMY B HEM He OBIIO HU KaIlJTd KPOBH.
BoT moueMy OH paccymui, 4TO ero Hellb3s ObIIO CYeCTh HOCUTEJIEM JIMHUK KPOBH. Ero He MOJIKHEI

OBLIM PACKPHITE. ['Ie-To Ha 3a[IBOPKaxX pa3yMa IIpsTasach elne ogHa Teopusi. OH XOTeNl... eé
IIPOBEPUTE.

[Tocne cny4yuBIIErocsi eMy O4YeHb XO0TeJI0Ch CKPUBUTHCS, HO OH cHepKajcs. BMecTo 3TOro ero riasa
xornonHo 6necHynu. Ero Teopus mofTBepAniach!

"BMeCTO OTTOPKEHUS UJIK U3TOHSIONIEeH CUIBl Ha UMIIEPCKOM KJlaf0uile 5 YyBCTBYIO IIPUHSTHE,
papymme... 5T0 TOYHO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO ¢ TexHUKoM OKo Kommapa. Ho meno He coBceM B Hel. [T1aBHas
IIpUYKHA TaKOM PeakIuu... KPOeTcs B Bojie TexHuKU OKO KoiiMapa. OHa TeCHO CBA3aHa... C
nuBuIu3anue boxecTBeHHOe 0KO. C BBICOKOH [I0JIel BEPOSATHOCTH 9TO BOJIS IIaTpHapxa, CO3[aBILIero
TeXHUKY boxkecTBeHHOE 0KO. YenoBeKa, KOTOPOTO 3[eCh Ha3bIBAIOT IIEPBEIM UMIlIepaTopoM!"



HMIMeHHO K TaKOMY BBIBOAY OH IIPUINENT 3a OOHO KOPOTKOEe MrHOBeHUe. CTaphlii UMIIepaTop, COBCEM
He[laBHO PeBEBIIMY HaB3PhIM, U3YMJIEHHO yCTaBUICSI Ha BaH Baona, CIIOBHO He Ciblllla BEIKPUKOB
CBOUX COIIJIEMEHHUKOB. [lapy MTHOBEHUY CIIyCTS OH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH, a II0TOM OIYCTHUJICS Ha
KoJIeHu, na0wl oToaTh Bad Baoja 3eMHOM IOKJIOH.

— BEICOKOYTHUMBIN ITaTpUapX, 3TO HALll yBaKaeMbIU IaTpuapXx. fABunack ero gyma. OH HaKOHeI]
BEPHYJICS K HaM! — C BOJIHEHHEM B T'OJI0OCE 3aKpuyall CTapuK.

[Toxozxke, oH OBITT UCKPEHHE pafl BO3BpallleHuIo narpuapxa. OT pagoCcTu OH Hadaj 6uThest 100M 06
3eMsio. ETo KpuKM cTajau 4eM-TO BPOJie yIlaTa XOJIOJHOM BOMbI, KOTOPHIM BHUIMIICS Ha T'OJIOBHI BCEX
YJIeHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH. Te, KOr0 CHIION 3aCTaBUIIM ImoamepxkKaTh X3 FOHBL3E, C IPOXKBIO B
HOTaX yIaJ¥ Ha KOJIeHH.

— [IpuBeTcTByEM, BEICOKOUTUMEIN ITaTpuapx!
— IlaTpuapx?

HexkoTopele 4sieHbl ceMbH, BKIOYast X3 FOHBL3EL U IBYX CTAPUKOB PSALOM C HUM, OCTAJIUCh CTOSATh. B
UX T'J1a3ax MOSIBUJICS KPOBOXKAMHBIM U amyHblil 61eck. Ban baons HaxMypuics pu BUE TaKou
peakIiiiy UMIlepaTopa ¥ 4acTu ero CeMbHU. B moBeieHUM CTapuKa He OBIJI0 HUYEero CTPaHHOro, HO Ban
Baons BCE paBHO HUKAK He MOT M30aBUTHLCS OT HaBI3YHUBOW MBICIH, OYITO OH YTO-TO yrnycTtun. OH
TIOSIBUJICS] 3[ECh CIIUIIKOM YK BoBpeMs. OqHOBPEMEHHO C HUM Ha Kitambulre mpuOniia
MMIIepPaTOPCKasl CeEMbs, YTO ITO3BOJIUIIO EMY Y3HATh 00 UX CEKpeTax U TalHOM CTOBOpE C
nuBUnIu3anuen Ileprosnaro.

9T0 He MoOryI0 OBITH TPOCTHIM COBIafieHNeM. KpruKy cTapuka IIpo Bo3BpallleHKe aTpuapxa Janu Bax
Baois HeCKOJTbKO HOBBIX 3alleTlOK.

"Hu 3a 4TO He moBeplo, 6ynTo TyT He 3aMelaH Ce XasH. Kakas BrIrofa eMy OTIIPaBIISITh MEHS
ctoma? UmenHo ceriuac? MoxeT, Ce XaiisiH Kak-TO CBSI3aH CO CTaphIM UMIepaTopoM? TOT 4TO-TO
CKasaJl, Ipo BO3BpallleHus UX natpuapxa. MoxKeT 1 Takoe ObITh, YTO CTAapPUK 3aK/II0UnII chenky ¢ Ce
XaiisTHOM ¥ IIOTIPOCHUJI y Hero, 4ToOk ux naTtpuapx BepHycsa? [lonydaetcs, Ce XaligH paboTaeT He C
ogHo¥ cTopoHou. JlamHo. TTorngauM... KTo Hauboree BaXKHBIM aKTHB..."

Ban Baons BHe3anHo paccMmesiics. Ce XalisiH He MePBHIE pa3 MpofiesibiBal HeuTo mogooHoe. Ha
IpeBHEM Meue U3 I03eJIeHeBInel 6POH3EI OH MPOJasl CBeIeHKs 0 MapinpyTe Bax baomns ero Hegpyry,
YTO CHeIaa0 BO3MOXKHBIM OpraHu3aIuio 3acambl. Ho B uTore 910 momoriio Ban Baons u30aBUTHCS OT
3TOTr0 caMoro HemoOpoxkenaTens. OHM Jaxke TOHETUIN MIATy 3a HHPOPMAIHUIO.

H3nauvanbHo Ban Baoss niaHupoBall Kak MOXHO CKOpee IONacTh B YCHIIAJbHUIYY, HO TeIeps IIJIaH
n3MeHmICcs. be3 u3roHsiomen CUuiIbsl eMy HeKyaa OBIJIO CIIEIINTh, XOTSI OECITOKOMCTBO BOJIM TEXHUKHU
Oxo KollIMapa HEMHOTO HacTopaxuBano. OH He coOupascs 0TKA3kBAaTLCS OT pemdanInei
BO3MOXKHOCTH, CIIOCOOHOM M3MEHUTH BCIO €T0 XKU3Hb. Ho mepeq 3TUM CIleioBasio B3SATh CUTYaAIUIO IO,
KOHTPOJIb. B TaKOM fiesie CiefoBajio CBECTU 3IEMEHT CITy4alHOCTU K MUHUMYMY. C 3TOU MBICTIBIO OH
[ajl BOJII cujie KynbTuBauuu. [Togsunucsk MMnepatopckue nathl. FX cujia IpoKaTUiach 1o OKpyre,
HaKPHIB BCEX MOTYYHUM [aBJIE€HUEM.

B nuiia 47eHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbU, KOTOPLIE He yIlaju HaB3HUYb, KaK OyATO yoapuia HeBUOUMAs
BOJIHA. Y HUX M30 pTa OpPBEI3HYJIa KPOBb, @ CaMU OHM CUJIBHO 3afipoxkKasu. Ban baoss B3MbII B BO3AYX U
C TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHOM CKOPOCTHIO IIOMYasICs K TpeM cTapukam. [1o nmuiy Xo FOHBU3H U ABYX
IIPUHIIEB PSIIOM C HUM IIPOMETIBKHYIIO YOUBIIeHNE. BpeMeHu Ha 6erCTBO HE 0CTaNoCh. B crnemyromuit
Mur Ban Baois BO3HUK MPSIMO Mepen HUMU U 0OPYIINII Ha HUX CUIY CTaguu beccmepTus.



B MomeHT ymapa miaMs OPOH30BOM JTaMITH B pyKax X3 KOHBII3H BHE3aITHO CTaslo spye. KTo-To BHyTpH
He€ IPe3pUTeNbHO (BIPKHYI, a TOoTOM U3 orHg B BaH Baons yctpemuics naneu. OT Hero ucxoguna
MOIIb ITpaKTUKa cTaguu [lnaneTel. B MOMEHT CTONKHOBEHUS OBYX cuil BaH baons Haxmypuncs. Korga
pasmascs OTNyMIKUTeIbHBIN I'POXOT OH OBICTPO OTCTYIuUII. [1aMs 3Be3[bl B €T0 Telle ocabsia aTaky
maJiblla 0 TOJIHOTO e€ paccerBaHusi. HecMOTpst Ha ITOMOIIb 3B€3IHOT0 OrHs, Ban Baona
IIOYyBCTBOBaJI 00JIb OT 3aKUIIEBILIEeH BHYTPY Hero 3cceHIuu. OTCTynuB Ha 6e30MacHOe PacCTOSHUE,
OH Mpay4yHO IOCMOTPEJI Ha BhUIETEBIINHI U3 JIaMIIH [1ajiell.

X3 FOHBLZH U [IBa APYTUX IPHUHIIA YTEPIH co n6a ucnapuny. OHYU yKe MBICIIEHHO MOMPOILAUCE C
JXU3HbI0. be3 3amuTel 6POH30BOM JTAMITEI OHYU OBl TOTUOIM CTPALIHON CMEPTHIO.

— KTO THI TaKO#? — TSAKEJO AbllIa, CIpPocuil X3 FOHBL3HL.

[TpunIE He uHTEpPecoBanu Ban Baosns. OH He cBoAui riia3 ¢ 6pOH30BOM TaMIlbl. [loxoxke, OHU
PELININ IepecTpaxoBaThCs U OCTABUIM B JIaMIle YaCTUIy 002KEeCTBEHHOTO CO3HAHUS NTPaKTUKa
craguu [InaneTsl. LuBunusanusa [1epBo3naTo ABHO IJIaHUPOBaia HEYTO IpaHauo3Hoe. Teneps Ban
Baons erme cunpHee 3aX0TEJIOCh 3AI0JIYYUTh COEPKUMOE YCHIIaIbHULIEL.

— Tl He TONIBKO MEPEXKUIT MO0 aTaKy, HO ¥ MOPOLHUII CaMblil BEICOKUY JIy4Y CBEeTa CPeAy YJIEHOB TBOEU
ceMbH. MHe IyIeBaTh KTO TH TaKO¥M. Mou IpefcKa3aHus 0Ka3aiCh BEPHBI, — U3 OPOH30BOM JIAMIIEI
pa3pancs X0JIOAHBIN 0I0C. — Y Hac MOSBUIICS UAE€aIbHBIN IaHC OTIIEPETh UMIIEPCKYIO YCHIIATbHUILY
nuBuIu3anuu boxecTBeHHOe 0KO. 113kl JIo, CHUMU ITeyaTh U IoKMaii ero. Mbl MpUHECEM €T0 B
XKepTBy!

B cnoBax roBOpHUBIIIETO CKBO3UIIM KPOBOXKAOHOCTE U 0€3KanoCTHOCTL. [Tocne nmpukasa LI3wr Jlo,
IIPaKTUK HadaJlbHOU CTyIleHU beccMepTus, IOBEPHYJICS K JlaMIle M HaKPHII JIaJOHbI0 KyJlaK.

— Kak IIPUKaXKeTe, IIOBEJINTEIIb.

B 9TOT Ke MUT B €ro Tejie YTO-TO TPOMKO TPECHYJIO, KaK OyATO cjoMasnach ledaTs. Ero KyJabTUBaIus
B3MELIa C HaYaJlbHOU Ha CPefHIO CTyneHb beccMeptus. E€ pocT Ha ocTaHaBNIUBAJICS BIIJIOTH 0
BEJIMKOM 3aBepiieHHOCTU. Teneps I3kl JIo HamoMuHas HacTosero 6ora. IloBepHyBINCE K Ban
Baona, oH cnerka eMy yneIOHYTICS.

— 41 He 3HAI0 KTO TH TAKOW, HO ThI TPUYUHA, TOUEMY 5 3[ECh.
Y Ban Baons cy3umnuck 3pauku. OH 6e3 Konebauu 6pocusncs 6exaTs.

"Kakue elne K 4epTy mpeackasanus? Ce XalisgH, 4ToOwl Tebe mycTo Ob1s10! TH 4TO, TOCTABUII Cpa3y Ha
TPU CTOPOHEI?!"
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