qa YYTh HE CIIOTKHYJICSA IIOCJI€ TOI'O, KdaK Ha IIPOITaHue II0TJIaaduII 9HH 110 TonoBe. Ee PYKH BLEIIUIINCH
B MOIO HITAHUHY.

“4T10 Ccny4usnocs, JHH?”

-Ox, cne3wl cobpanuch B yrojkax ee ria3. HeyxKenu s cCipoBOIMPOBasl KaK0e-TO CTPAaHHOE pa3BUTHE
cloxeTta!?

“He xo04y, 4TOOHI TH YXOOUI... Ao#... OCTaHbCS CO MHOK”

-f cmeHun Knacc ¢ Mucrepa, ¥ MBI Ilepeniu Ha “Thi”!?

[MocToiiTe-Ka. MeHs 3T0, KOHEYHO, pafyeT, HO ecTh U mpobieMa.

“Ax, Hy, 9T0 OyIeT HOBOJIBHO MPoGIeMaTUYHO. MOXKeT, ST 1 HaUMHAKOUINN, HO BCe Ke XpaHUTelb
JlabupuHTa. 51 HE MOTY HaBCerma OCTaThCS B IepeBHe.”

MeHs1, KOHEYHO, HEMHOT'0 00MaHy X, HO, TEM He MeHee, 3TO Mos paboTa. [Toka oHa He mepecTasna
I71aKaTh, S Tafgul ee MyIMKUCTYIO rojioBy. [Toxoxke, OHa YyBCTBYeT ce0st pacciablIeHHO PSI0M CO
MHOU. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO €e HCTUHHEIE YYBCTBA. JIUII0 DHH IMIPUHSJIO CaMOe YBEPEHHOEe BhHIPaXkKeHUeE C
TEX MOp, KaK OHA pa3jy4yusach CO CBOEN CeMbei.

“Torma s moumy ¢ To6GO...”

Tenepsb oHa 00€MMM PYyKaMH BIIEIIUIaCh B MEHS.

-Ila 4TO BOOOIIIE...

CMoTpst Ha Hac, CTaperinyHa ¢ [[)KeHHH JIUIIh HaTSIHYTO YIIOHYIUCh. S pacTepsics. Mou
KOMMYHUKATHBHbIE HaBBIKM HE HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIX, YTOOH! S MOT ITPOYUTATh SMOLMY 10 TUlly cobaku
WJIM KOPOBHI, HO OIIpefieJIeHHO II0YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO aTMOCdepa B 3TOT MOMEHT IOTIXKeeNa.

“XMM... CrapermrHa Xonnep, Mucc [I;keHHH. 9TO MOXKET IIPO3By4aTh AUKO, HO HE BO3paXKaeTe,
€CJIY 51 Koe-4To CKaxXy? B nabupuHTe MHe He XBaTaeT PYK, U 5, KaK BUAUTE, TOJTbKO HaUMHAIOIINAN
XpaHUTeb. MOXKET, y MeHS ¥ HeT CTaOUIBbHOTO NOX0Ma, HO, YBEePEH, s 0e3 mpobieM cMOoTy



1103a00TUTHCS 00 omHOM KoOosbgae.”

9 mercTBUTENBHO ORI paj 3a JHH, KOTOPasi CMOTJIa BOCCOEOUHUTRCS C CEMbeH, HO, BEPHYBIIKCh
o0OpaTHO B yuIesbe, s1 Ok 9yBCTBOBa ce0st omuHOKO 6e3 Hee. Brio OBl 4epTOBCKU OOMOHO MOTEPSTh
TaKyI0 IOAYIIKY-00HMMAIIIKY [TOCJIe TOTO, KaK s 3a MeCSI] yKe IPUBHIK K HeH.

“Xa-xa-xa...”

CrapeiiiHa XOTIep BHTIISIAeN COUTHM C TONKY.

“Bynenrs KUATh CO MHOM, OHH? BHITh IOMOITHUKOM YIIPaBASIONIET0 TaOUPUHTOM He TaK-TO IIPOCTO,
3Haes au.”

llJ:[a! ”

“MUHYTOYKY, 5 paji, UTO THI COTJIAaCHA, HO THI Befib JOJIKHA 06CynuTh 3T0 ¢ Mucc [I:KeHHn”

“TeTymIKa, MOXKHO Befb? d x04y ObITH C AoeM”

“Xopo1o, Muctep Aoii. Ecnu Bac 9T0 He 3aTPYAHUT, He MOTJIH OBl BH B35ITh ee C co601? [Jymalo, of
BAIIM IIPUCMOTPOM B JTabMpPUHTE OHA ITPOBEHET KU3Hb IOJTyUllle, YeM 0CTaBasiCh 3[IeCh B IEPEBHE U
IaXke He 3Hasl, TOECT JIU CeTONHS. B KOHIle KOHI[OB, OHA ellle pacTeT. XOTs MHe OyIeT HEMHOTO
OIOMHOKO.”

Kpenko o6HMMas OHH, OHa CKa3aja 9TO, TJIIAs MHe IIPSIMO B TJla3a.

“be3 mpobyeM, 0CTaBbTe 3TO HAa MeHsA. XOTS 5 TaK U CKa3aJjl, HO JHH TOXe MHEe CUJIbHO ITIOMOXKET.
[Toctapaemcs, xopowo?”

“Cmacu6o, Aoii! 4 moctaparocs!”

OHa Takas o4yapoBaTe/IbHas, KOTma BefeT ce0s Mo-IeTCKH.



“[laiiTe MHe 4dac. 4 cobepy ee Bely: OleK Iy U BCSIKOE Takoe.”

I>XeHHH yBela JHH C CO00MH, BEIXOMS M3 Pe3UAEHIINN CTapeHIInHEL. HaBepHoe, MMOIIIH JOMO¥
coOMpaTHCH.

“CrapetmuHa Xorrmep, He MOTJid OBl BBl paccKa3aTh MHE O CUTYallMH B CTPaHe, II0Ka M OymeM
XKaaTh? f TOJNBKO cerogHs BEIOpasICS CO OHA VIIeNbs, TaK YTO Ha CaMOM [iejie He MPefiCTaBIgI0, YTO
BOOOIIE ceryac MPOUCXOIUT B Mupe."

“Ecnu BaM UHTEPECHO MOCTyIIaTh MHEHNE CTapeUIINHE CKDOMHOU 3aX0JIyCTHOU JEePEeBYIIKH, TO 5 He
IIpOTUB.”

Tak g y3Has 0 KyJIbType U CUTyalliU B 3TOU CTPaHe.

IepeBHS COCTOsAIa U3 [JOMa CTaPEUIINHEL B CepeiiHe U OKPYXKAaIOIIKX eT0 JJOMOB U3 3eMJIH C
COJIOMEHHBIMHU KPHIIIIaMHK. OI[HI/IM 13 HUX ORI JO0M, B KOTOPOM XKHIIU H}KGHHI/I c OuH. He 6ombie
[ecIT MUHYT 3aHSJI0 TO, YTOOH coOpaTh BCe MOKUTKY JHH. He TO, 4TOOHI e ObJI0, 9TO COOUPATE.
Kpome Toro Tpsnbs, B KOTOpOM OHa paboTaia Ha IOJISX ¥ cobupaia cbegoOHYI0 €Ny, BCe UMYIIeCTBO
OHH yMelllasioch B CKDOMHOU CyMKe.

B03M0XHO0, 0HO ¥ HaXOQUJIOCh B KaTeropuu ‘DKOHOM KJjiacc’ KaTajiora TyHOpPSHI, HO IIJIaThe, HaeToe
ceiiyac Ha OHH, HETIOHOILIIEHHOe U 0€e3 3alIaToK, BHITJISAENO JIydille O0BYHOM OfNeK bl KUTEIIel 3ToM
OEepPEBHN.

“OHH, moxoxke, y Aosl ocTanach ellle Kakas-To TBOS ofexkaa?”

“Ila, y MeH4 ellle IATh TAKUX XKe IJIaTheB, KaK celdac Ha MHe, a TakxXKe ellle [lapa oOfeXekK I
paboThL.”

Ona He Opaja ¢ co60i HUYET0, KPOMe HeCKOJIbKUX HaO0POB MCIIOMHET0, METAITUYECKUX
OOPSAKYIIEK U JepeBIHHOT0 YeMOIaHa, OCTABILIETOCS el OT POAUTETIEH.



“OHH, pucsagb-Ka.”

[TomoKuB MIOCKYIO MOAYIIKY Ha JAepeBIHHbIE NOCKY I10J1a, [[>)KeHHU TIpucesia Ha Hee U IpUTrlacuia
OHH CeTh HAIPOTUB Hee. HeCcMOTPs Ha BCe elrle KpacHBIE OT CJIe3 Tia3a, Mulo [KeHHU NPUHSIIO
O4YeHb CEePbEe3HBIN BUI.

“Xoporo...”

Bups Takoe HeOOHYHO CEPHE3HOE BRIPaXKeHUe Nulla [I2KeHHU, IHH TOXKe IIpUceia Ha II0CKYI0
3aIUlaTaHHYIO NOAYIIKY, KOTOPas He 0C000 cMsArdasa TBEPHBIN 0.

“OTBeTh MHE, laXKe eCJId 3TO CMYyIIaeT WK myraet Te0s. Kak Ha camoMm meiie Aol OTHOCHTCS K Tebe?
Y10 THI 0 HEM AyMaelb?”

“Uro s pymaro...? Tak. OH Bcerpa rjlafuT MeHs 110 TOJIOBE U XBaJIUT, KOrfa g craparck. C HUM g
BCErMa eM JI0 0TBajla, ¥ OH 04eHb moOp Ko MHe. OX, ellle OH TOBOPHUJI, YTO 5 KaK ero Miajiias
cecTpeHka!”

[Tocne oTBeTa JHH [[XXKeHHU C 00IeryeHreM B3moxHyIa. OHA He cuKTaia Aos IJIOXHM YeJI0BEKOM,
Cymst TIo OOILIEHUIO C HUM, HO BCE PaBHO OHA BUOUT €r0 BIEPBEIE B XKU3HU. OH MOT ITOKA3aThCs
XOPOIIIKM 4eJIOBEKOM JIMIIEL Ha MEePBEIM B3I/, a Ha caMoM fesie OBl I1J10X0 obpaiancs ¢ JHH. X0Ts
OHY JIUIIIb TETS C IIeMSHHUIEH, [[2KeHHU BOTHYeTCsT 3a DHH, KOTOpas yXKe IOYTH NOCTUTIIa
OpavyHOTro BO3pacTa.

“TToxoxke, Ao¥ IeNCTBUTENILHO ClaBHEIM MapeHb. OH Tebe Tak HpaBUTCA?”

“¢ ouens m06I0 ero!”

WckpeHHssa ynei6ka JHH IOJTHOCTHIO paccesisia nio0ble BOIHeHUs [IKEeHHHU 10 9TOMY IIOBOAY.

“Ckaxu, OHH. X0Uellb JIU Thl OCTAaThCSI C HUM HaBceraa? THl Be[lb paCCTPOUIILCS, ecu Tebe
IIPUAETCS paccTaThCd C HUM?”

“Ila, s X04y OBITH C HUM”



“Ho, 3HaeIs /i, TH MMOYTH B TOM Bo3pacTe... CKopo Tebe MpUAeTCs 3aAyMaThCsi O 3aMyKeCTBe, U
€CJIM THI 3a KOT'0-TO BHIM[IEIIL 3aMyK, TO YK€ He CMOXKEIIIh TaK 3allpOCTO BUAETHCS C AoeM.”

B Takux (haHTE3U MUpax, Kak 9TOT, OpayHbIA BO3PACT HACTymaeT KpaiHe OpIcTpo. CoBepIIeHHO
HOPMAaJIbHO, YTO JeBYIIKA BEIXOM 3a MY, KaK TOJIbKO HaYMHAIOT Pa3BUBAThCSI BTOPUYHEIE ITOJIOBBIE
npu3Haku. [Ipolre roBopsi, Korma oHa Crmoco0Ha PoguTh pebeHKa. X0Ts CKOPOCTh POCTa KOOOILIOB U
I0JTy-KOOOJIbIOB OTIMYaeTCs OT TAKOBOM y JII0fied, BEIXOAUTH 3aMyXK B 13 /ieT BIOJIHe HOPMaJIbHO, a B
18 yxke maxe mMo3mHO.

“Ho g He xo4y Takoro. { xouy ObITh ¢ HUM!”

“IToHMMal0, ¥ IJIst 9TOT'0 eCTh MomXopsiiel crnoco6. Bo3aMoXHO, CTaTh ero xkeHow Gymer...
TPYOHOBATO, HO Thl MOXKEIb CTATh €ro J1000BHUIIEN. TONBKO TaK THl CMOXKEIb OCTaThCS C HUM.”

[Tony-K060IbAB [HOIbILIEe KUBYT U MeOJIEHHee B3POCIIEIOT, B OTJINUKME OT YUCTOKPOBHBEIX KOOOJIBIOB,
Kak [[>)KeHHU, HallpUMep, U IT03TOMY OHa Obl/la HauBHEHN OPYTUX CBOUX POBECHUKOB. [[XKeHHU
0eCIIoOKOuI0 TO, YTO JHH OBIJIa JjajieKa OT TOro, YTOOH pa3dupaThCsS B TOHKOCTSIX OTHOIIEHUH
MYXKYUH U XKeHIMH. []axe ecjIy OHa BEIUOET 3a K0OOo/bIa C MOOPHIM XapaKTepoM, CTaTh
IOMOXO03SIMKOM [T Heé OymeT He Tak mpocTo. Ho HeCMOTpPs Ha TO, YTO BCS 3Ta CUTYAIHs C
3aMy2KeCTBOM KaKas-TO BHe3alHasi, JHH ObBICTPO YUHUTCS, II03TOMY Bce OymeT xoporIo. Mi3HadyanbHO
[I>KeHHU qymarsia, 4YTO IIOATOTOBUTCS KakK IOJIOKEHO, HO Teleph, KOrfga JHH BEPHYJIach, IJIaHbI
HU3MEHUJIUCH.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK OHAa BCEe 3TO BPeMs CUMTasla JHH IMOTUOIel, OHa He MOrJjla Cpa3y IPUUTHU B cebs, a
elle COMHeBalach, MEUCTBUTENLHO T Ao criac ee. Ho mpexme Bcero, Aoi IpogeMOHCTPHUPOBAI
CBOIO 00eCIIeYeHHOCTD, ITOCOIIEPHUYATEL C KOTOPOM HE CMOXKET HUKTO U3 OIMXKaWIINX NepeBeHb UIu
MaXke IOTPAHUYHBEIX TOPOAOB. MOXKeT, OH ¥ HaUMHAIOIIKK, HO, OyIy4y XpaHUTeleM JTaOupUHTa 1101
HEIoCpeACTBEeHHEIM KOHTPoJieM Benukoro TemHoro Jlopaa, OH IpHHAAIEXUT K KacTe, KOTOpas BhIIIE
moboro hepmepa, JKUBYILIETO B lepeBHe. Bripaxkasichk 60yee MpU3eMIeHHO, 9TO KaK CPaBHUBATh
BLICOKOPAHTOBOI'0 TOCYNaPCTBEHHOT0 YNHOBHMKA U JIePEBEHIINHY U3 MECT, I'ie Jaxe TenedhoHHas
CBsI3b IJIOXO paboTaer.

“JTro00BHUIIEH? ITO KTO-TO BPOIE KEHBI?”

“TIpakTyecKu fa. 3aX04ellhb JIU Thl OBITh C HUM, [azKe eCJIU He B POJIM eT0 3aKOHHOM KEeHHI?”

3JT10 OIIpegeyIeHHO Pa3Hbie BeIr, HO IKeHHU OIIYCTHJIa HEKOTOpPEIE OeTaliu, YTOORI IIpeaCTaBUTL BCE
TaKk, 6YI[TO 9TO IIOYTHU OOHO M TO 2Ke.



“Xopot1tio, s cTaHy ero JI000BHULEN, €C/TH TaK MBI CMOXKeM ObITh BMecTe!”

Kak omekyH meBOYKH, KOTOpas IMOYTH JOCTHUIIa OpayHOro Bo3pacTa, [I2KeHHH pafgoBaiach OT BCETO
cepaua. MexBumoBele 6paky 0OBIYHO BCTPEYaloT Ha CBOEM ITyTH TaKue MpobieMbl, KaK Pa3juyue B
(GbU3KO0IOTUY U YYBCTBUTENBHOCTH, HO, K CHACThI0, JHH ObINa MMOIy-KOOOIbIOM - TI0JTy-4eJI0BEKOM, TaK
yTo 0e3 mpobieM Morja IpeofosieTh 3TOT pacoBhiil 6aprep. ToT paKT, UTO OHa OfieTa Jydllle, YeM
KOTZla OHa JKWJIa B IepeBHe, YTO ee BHEIIHW BUJ YIYYIINUIICS, & MeX BHOBb 00per 6J1ecK, SIBIIeTCS
JIy4IIMM II0Ka3aTejieM TOr0, KaK BBICOKM CTaHOAPTHI XKU3HU A0S [0 CPaBHEHHUIO C JePEBEHCKUMU.
TakxKe MIICOM SIBISETCS TO, YTO OH He HaJl0XKWUJI PYKHU Ha KPaCUBYIO 3[0POBYIO I€BOYKY, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OBIJI BCe 3TO BpeMsi C Hel OWH Ha oguH. He roBops yzKe 0 TOM, YTO V¥ HETO XOPOIIUH
XapakTep, CyAs II0 CjIoBaM OHH.

Y gTO0 BaxkHee Bcero, JHH NMOHpaBUICS Ao, U OH 3ab0TuICS 0 Hel, Kak 0 cecTpe. BooOiie, B
[IePEeBHSX ITEPBOMPOXOLIEB MaIbYUKY ¥ IEBOYKM BCTYTAIOT B 6paK TakK XKe HEMPUHYXKAEHHO, KaK
ecynu Obl To0Upany KOTeHKa C YJIULIbI, TOJIbKO YTOOH Ha CIEAYIOIUY IeHb ero BEIYCTUTh. [llecTs
pa3 OHH npoboBay BEAATH 3aMyK, HO HUUETo He BHILIO. [[2KeHHHU, KoTopas Io0uia DHH, Kak
coOCTBEHHYIO 0Yb, HE CIEIINIa OTAATh €e B PYKH IepBOro BcTpeyHoro. OHa 6bl mpeamoysa, YTo0k!
OHH BCTPETHJIa TOT0, KOTO JeUCTBUTEIBHO MOTI0OUT. Ao OBUT OTJIMYHBIM BapUAHTOM MJIST HEE C
9KOHOMMYECKOH, MPAaKTUYECKOM ¥ 9MOIIMOHAIbHOM TOUKY 3peHus. HeT MpUYKH yImycKaTh TaKOTO
TIapHs.

“ThI XOpo1asi meBo4yka, JHH. fJ Hayudy Te0s Koe-ueMy BaxkHOMY. Tak... mompo0yii MpeCcTaBUTh: UTO,
ecnu Aol oTriycTUT Tebs 1 OyIeT XOPOIIo O0IIATLCS JHUIIb C PYTUMHU XKUTEIIMU fepeBHu? Kak Th
Ha 3TO CMOTPHIIL?”

“A? MHe 3TO He ToOHpaBUThHCs! He X049y, 4TOOH Tak Mpou3010. He 3Hato, mo4eMy, HO X049y, YTOOH
OH Obl1 1OOpP ¥ KO MHE Toxe!”

[IpencTaBUB TO, UTO € CKa3aja TEeTs, OHA MTOBBICKHIIA T'OJI0C. ITO BHI3BAJIO HE3HAKOMEIE, HEITPUSITHEIE
YyBCTBA U3 IJIyOMH ee ceppla. ITo YyBCTBO OBIIIO IIOX0XKE Ha XOJIOM, PACTEKAIOIINICS B €€ KUBOTE.

“¢dcHo. Torma TH cHemnaelb TO, 0 YeM 51 Tebe cKaxy, 4ueM Obl 3TO HU OBITI0. TH HE HOJIKHA
Kojie0aThCs, maxe eciu 9To OymeT cMyIiaTh. IHaye To, YTO THl IIPEACTaBuia, MOXKET CTaTh
IIpaBaoOu.”

“Xo-xopomro! [ToxanyiicTa, Hay4Yu MeHs, TeTywKa. YTo s qoIKHa fenaTs!?”



“IIpexpe BCero, 3TUM Be4€pOM THI...”

BoT Tak rge-to 3a yac [[)KeHHU paccKasasia JHH BCe TPIOKM U YIIOBKU U3 apCeHaa 3pejon
JKEHIIUHEI, HallPaBJIeHHEIE Ha CO0Ia3HeHNe MYKYUHEL.
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