OH THXO nexall Imocpenu MayTUHEI, IIOYTH 0e3X13HEHHBIH.

Hap ero yponnuBou rojgoBou OCTphIe YepHBIE KIIEIIHY Hayaiu [I0Ka3blBaTh HE3OOPOBBIM CEPOBATO-
OeJbIi I[BET, COOTBETCTBYIOIINI CJI0I0 6€/I0T0 MOKPHITHS Ha KaXKI0M I1a3y. B oTnuune 0T TUraHTCKOU
CaMKM, KOTOpasl TOJIbKO 4YTO IIPOIJia MyTalldio, Aparor He TOJIBKO He CTajl CUJIbHEe, HO U IIoCTapes, 1
y Hero OB BUI HaiBUTAIOIIENCS CMEPTH.

«ThI OOUIIbCS MeHSsI, APYT Xarpupa?»- MenjeHHo TPoru3Hec Aparor ¢ HOTKOM HaCMEIIKH B TOJIOCE, -
«DOUIILCS CTAPOT0, YMUpPAIOIIero mayka?!»

«I'me Mandoit?»- Cipocun 9BaH.

CBeT Ha KOHIIE ero Iaj04YKy CTaHOBUJIICS BCe dApde u dpde. - «Ckaxu MHe T'e OH, B IIPOTHBHOM
Ciliy4ae, d He IIPOTUB ITI0Ka3aTb Tebe, 4TO Takoe CMEPTL Ha CaMOM gene.”

[ITenk, menk, menx...

«Becmone3nas yrpo3a, s He 00I0Ch CMEPTH. {1 IPOXKUT CIULIIKOM [0nro. CMepTh Obliia OBl MHE
obneruenueM.» - Aparor MeyieHHO CKa3aJl: - «Kpome Toro, y0ei MeHs, ¥ Tl HEe CMOXKeIllb CIIaCTH
CBOEro KOMIIaHbOHaA...»

«JlaBaii...TOTIa IPOBEPUM 3TO» - [layioyka OBaHa UCIYCTUIAa KPaCHEIM CBET, OH IIPOJIETeNl HaJ HUM U
TOJIBKO CJIeTKa KOCHYJICS Tenla Aparora. - «3a0su1 Tebe CKa3aTh, YTO MEHS He 04eHb BOJIHYeT XKU3Hb
Mandosi. 4 mpuien ciofa IEPBEIM [AEJIOM [JIT TOT0, YTOOH youTh Te0st u criacTu Mandos eciu oH
IoIafieTcs Mof PyKy. Tak 4To He AyMal, YTO MOXKeIllb YIPOXKaTh MHE UM.»

Aparor HEMHOTO OTCTYIIUJI, ¥ BOCEMb Iap OeJbIX I1a3 yCTaBUIKCh Ha JBaHa.

OHM cMOTpenu OpYT Ha ApyTra, ¥ HUKTO U3 HUX He IPOU3HeC HU cjioBa. OHY IIPOBEPSINIA PEIINMOCTh
[pyT mpyra.

OH, Ka3aJIoCh, YyBCTBOBAJI PEIIUMOCTh JBaHa U OOJIBIIYI0O MAark4eCcKyIo CHITy, KOTopast co0upasach B
ero rajioyke, ¥ Aparor BCKope He CMOT yIepKaThCs.

«§1 crpamwuBalo B OCIeOHUN pa3, rage Mandou?» - Kpukayn OBaH.

«3JTOT YeI0BeYEeCKHUH MaTbyUK IIPSMO BHU3Y, BOT OH...» - CJIab0 IIpoOU3HeC Aparor, - «TH IIpaB, 5 He
MOT'y YMEpETh, 110 KpaHel Mepe cendac.»

«TsI ckazarn, yTto Mandoi tam, BHU3Y?!» - C COMHEHHEM NIPOU3HEC JBaH.



CKBO3b IMayTUHY 1104 HOTaMM OH 3arJIsdHYJI B TEMHYIO IIEIIEePy BHU3Y.

Huuero He OBIJIO BUOHO, KPOMe OECKOHEYHOM TeMHOTHI.

Ha KoHIle cBoel MajiouKy, B CIEAYOIIYI0 CEKYHIY, OH ITOCTal JIETKUY 11ap, KOTOPBIM yIIal MpsaMo
BHU3 Yepes Ielb B TayThHe. CBETOBOM IIap [OJIr0 ITafajl BHU3 ¥ HaKOHEI[ UC4Ye3 B TEMHOTE. ITO
3aCTaBUJI0 DBaHa IOHSTD, YTO Ielepa Mo HUM OblyIa JOCTAaTOYHO I'TTyOOKOM, YTO aXKe CBET He MOT
OBITH YBUIEH C ee OHA, ¥ OH He 3HaJl, TIe OHa 3aKaH4YUBaJlach.

OH He MOT He AyMaThb O IOI3EMHBIX XpaHUNuilax [ pUHTOTTCA, 0C0O0M 30HE TTOA3EMHBIX
pacIIaBIeHHBIX TPYHTOBBIX BOM ¥ MaJIeHbKHX OCTPOBKAX, PACIIONIOKEHHHIX Ha ITyOuHe OeCsITKOB
THICSY (YTOB TIOJ 3eMJIEH.

Ecnu aTa meiepa Obljla TaKoW Xke, KaK ¥ TaM, Kak Masndoi CyCTuiacs BHU3?

3mech He OBII0O HUKAKHX CJIEHO0B, IOCTPOEHHEBIX TOOIMHAMM, U IafieHHe OTCIONa OIpeeIeHHO
03HAYaji0 CMePTh.

Heyxenu Aparor Bpet? OH YTO MbITaeTCS 00MaHyThb €ro?!

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, OBaH MOAHSII TOJIOBY ¥ BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPEJ OKPY2Kalollilie CTeHH], HO HUUEro
He Hames. JTo 6blIa yKe caMas riyboKast 4acTh JIOTOBa, ¥ IIyTHU BIepen He ObI0.

«YTO0, 4epT BO3bMH, IPOUCXOOUT?» - IBAH CKaJl CBOIO MMAJIOUKY. - «Y MeHS HET BpEMEHU UrpaTh C
T0OOM B UTPHI, Aparor. Thl XXe 3Haelllb, MOe TePIEeHNEe OTrPAaHNYEHO.»

«He Gecrokoics 0 4eT0Be4eCKOM MaJIbuUKe, OH BCe elrle XKuB.» - [Ilenk, ek, meak. Aparor
Me[IJIeHHO ITPOTaHIIeBal CBOMMH OOIBIIMMHU KIIEIIHSIMU. - «ITO He YObeT ero, s 3Haio. [ToBeps, y HAC
elle ecTh BpeMd. [lyllla 3TOr0 YeJI0Be4eCKOT0 MajibyiKa UMeET [JIs HEro OrpoMHOe 3HaueHue. OHO
y2Ke OaBHO XAaJjio 9TOro gH4...”

Ota (pasa mpo3Bydana 0YeHb HEIIPUSTHO.

OBaH cTapa’sics He JyMaTh O TOM, [AJIS YeTr0 MOXKeT IMPUTOAUThCS ayia Mamndos.

Bornee Toro, 0 KoM uMeHHO TroBopuil Aparor? 3aueM eMy HyXKHa Ayiia Mangos?!

«He roBopu 3aragkamu, Aparor!» - 9BaH HallpaBUJl Ha HETO NaJIouky. - «4To 3a “oHO0"? 3ayeM HyXKHa
nyiia Mandos? Yto oHO cobupaeTcs genaTh?»

«41 ckaxy Tebe, npyr Xarpuga! ITo monrast UCTOPHS,» - ME[JIEHHO IIPOMU3HeC Aparor, - «# 5



PacCCKaxy Tebe Bce, YTO 3HAMW....»

«Torma Tebe mydlile MTOTOPOIUTLCS U He MBITAaThCS UTPATh B [IeIIeBhIE UTPHL»- IBAH TYT Ke IpepBall
ero.

«Kak Bumuiie, s Tak ciad, 4TO He MOT'Y IOIIEeBeNTUThCS, U BooOIIe HuYeM Tebe He yrpoxar.»- [llenk,
IeJIK, - IIPOAOJIKa Aparor, - «HO S He MOr'y yMepeTsh. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, 1 He MOT'Y yIIaCThb, II0Ka He
3aKOHYY OfIHO fienio. MHadye Mou oTOMKM OynyT nopabolieHs HaBcerga. MHe Hy:KHa TBOS IIOMOIIIb,
npyr Xarpupga! Tel xpabphlii, y Te0st Oombilas Cujia, U caMoe TJIaBHOE, Thl TaKOM Ke [0oOpHIi, Kak U
Xarpup. { HUKOTOa paHbIlle He BUAEJ TAKOTO Yesl0BeKa, Kak ThHl. Thl BeOb IIOMOKeIlh MHE, IIpaBaa?»

«TBI X04ellb 0 YEM-TO MEHS MOMPOCUTH?!» - OBaH NMPUILYPUJICSI U C COMHEHMEM II0CMOTpPEeI Ha
CTOSBIIEE TIepe HUM CTapoe CYILIeCTBO.

OH ToKe mogyMaJ, YTO OCHIBIIIACS. Aparor IeiCTBUTEIbHO CKa3aJjl, YTO OH TAKOH ke JOoOpHIiA, KakK U
Xarpup. B aToM He GbIJI0 HUUETO IJIOXOT0, HO BCE 3aBUCEJIO0 OT TOT0, KTO 3TO CKa3all.

9T0 OBIII0 0YEHb UPOHUYHO, YTO TOT, KTO CKa3asl 9T0 ObII AKPOMaHTYII.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TIOCTIE[HSSI BCTPeYa ¢ AparoroM ompefiesieHHO He IOCTaBUIa eMYy YIOBOIbCTBHUS.

Aparor u gpyrue AKpOMaHTYJIbl pacCMaTpPUBaId JBaHa KaK CBEXYI0 ULy, U 3TO 3aKOHYHUJIOCH TEM,
YTO OH BHI3BaJI OTOHB, IPEBPATUBIINM OeCUNCIEHHOE KOJIMUEeCTBO AKPOMAHTYI B TeMe]l.

TonmbKO YTO OH OCTABUJI CYyNIPyTy Aparora u Gyayliee uX IOTOMCTBO B KUIISIIIIEM KOTJIe OTHS, elle
OobIlle COKpAaTUB YMCI0 AKPOMAaHTYJI, OCTaBIINXCS B 3allpeTHOM JIecCy.

MoO2KHO CKa3aTh, YTO IIOIIYJIALTXA S AKpOMaHTYJ'I IIOHEeCJIa OTPOMHEIE IIOTEPHU U3-3ad YCI/IJ'II/Iﬁ JBaHa, U
Ternepb OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C KDU3NCOM HEMHUHYEMOTO BEIMUPDAHUA.

B aToMm ciy4ae, yxKe ObLJIO HOCTATOYHO CTPAHHO, UTO Aparor He fesajl Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOHI ero
yOuTH, U Temeps y Hero Oblyia mpockba OJist Hero?

OBaH BHUMAaTeIbHO CMOTpPEN Ha Aparora. TOT CTaphlii mayK OpefuT, UK Y HETO eCTh CKPHITHIM
MOTHUB?

OpHako, o0a BapraHTa He KaXXyTCS IIPABUIBHEIMU. Aparor Ka3ajcs CIUIIKOM c1abbM, OH OBIT Ha
rpaHU CMEPTH.

«Jla, 51 X04uy IIOIIPOCUTD TeOsT Koe 0 YeM, IoXKalyucTa, moBepb MHe!» - Illenk, menk, Aparor
IPUIBUHYIICS 4yTh O1uKe K IBaHy. - «bBojee TOro, eciu TH X04elrs 3a6paTh 3TOTO YeJI0BEYECKOTO
MaJb4uKa, Tebe B 1060M cllydae HyKHa MOSI TOMOIIIb. »



OBaH IIPOMOJTYAJI, IOTPSC IMAJ0YKON U [asl 3HaK APYTroi CTOPOHE MPOJ0XKaTh. Beputh Aparory,
BEPUTH TEMHOMY CYIIECTBY, AKDOMaHTYIIy, Y2Ke 0Ka3a0Ch IIyIIOCThIO, U eIlle TOM HOYb COTHU
AKpOMaHTYJI IPecyefoBay ero B 3allpeTHOM JIecCy.

Ecnu 6wl He MamuHa Muctepa Yusnu, ero Ovl ceityac BooO1e He ObII0 OB B XKUBHIX.

OH He OymeT HACTOJIBKO IJIYII, YTO COBEPIIUTH 3Ty OUIMOKY BO BTOPOM pa3s, HO Mpexae 4eM
OTIpefie/IUTh MECTO paclojioxeHue Mandos, He Melano Obl IIOCNTyIIaTh, YTO XOTEJ CKa3aTh Aparor.
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